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AT HOME OR OVERSEAS .. 
. . . wherever a soldier may be stationed the task 

that he perfo rms becomes a par t of regimental 
history. It has been our privilege fo r many yea rs 
to record in silver each new phase of service life, 
preserving with careful ly produced models, the 
memory of past events. 

From drawings and photographs the wax figure, 
shown left, is carefully bui lt up, great pains being 
taken to ensure that each detai l is correct. It is 
from this wax figure that 
the attractive and accurate 
statuette, shown right, is 
finally made. 

Statuettes modelled by our 
own artists may be supplied 
to your requ irements. 
The Military depar tment 
at ' 1 1 2 ' will be happy 
to assist you in 
your choice. 

GARRARD & CO. LTD. 
Crown Jewellers 

fo rmerly 

THE GOLDSMITHS & SILVERSMITHS 

COMPANY LTD. 

112 REGENT STREET • LONDON W.J. 

PHONE: REG ENT 3021 
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The 60th Rifles 
Wine Club 

58 Buckingham Gate, L ondon, S.W.l 
Membership of this Club for which 

there is no entrance fee or an nual subscription 
offers a considerable saving on purchases o f wines 

and spirits. viz. : 2 /6 to 316 per bott le o n Sherry and Po rt 
2/9 per bottle o n G in, 2/- per bott le on W hisky and 

3/- to 5/- per bott le on Brandy. There is an 
average d iscount of I 0 per cent. on all 

Beverage Wine and Champagne. 

The following are special recommendations: 
Vintage per bottle 

F l LENO. Medium dry, Amontillado - 14/6 Sherry: 
Port : 

Claret : 

VINTAG E C HARACTE R. 
A blend of old vintage wines 

C H. DE BARBE. Cote de Bourg 
C H . RAUZAN GASS!ES. 2me Cru 

Margauz 
Burgundy: VOLNA Y. Excellent value 
Rhone: COTES D U RHONE. Mature 
White Bordeaux : C H. U VR AN. Medium dry 
White Burgundy : POU ILLY FU ISSE. Fruity 

Loire : 

Yugoslav: 

Hock : 
Moselle : 

Champagne: 

Brandy : 
Whisky : 
Gin: 

C HABLIS. Typically dry 
DOMAINE DE VAUMAR TIN. 

Medium sweet 
RIESLING. A Hock type with 

considerable body 
LI EBFRAUMILC H . Good body 
ERDENER TREPPC HEN . 

F ine F ruity 
VJNAY P ER E ET F ILS 

NON-VINTAGE 
J. LEMOINE. Cuvee R oyale 

NON-VINTAGE 
BOULESTIN XXX 
JAMESON'S SCOTCH 
JAMESON'S COCKTAIL (50 u.p.) 
JAMESON'S LONDON DRY 

1955 

1953 
1953 
1953 

1955 
1955 

1955 

1955 

1955 

16/6 
8/6 

15/-
12/6 
10/-
9/2 

10/-
11 / 3 

9/-

7/-
10/9 

13/-

21 /-

23i6 
4 1/-
35/6 
261-

31/-

Full details and the Club Wine List will be forwarded on application 
either to the Club Secretary, 58 Bucking/ram Gate, S. W. l , or to the Club 
Suppliers :-

K. E . J AMESON and SON 
(Successors to J. L. Denman & Co. Ltd., in London) 

627 SALISBUR Y HOUSE, LONDON WALL, E.C.2 
Telephone: NAT. 0627-8-9 

t 

Wines. Spirits &- Ciffars 
TRADING THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 

BRITISH LEGION 

our aim is 

COMRADESHIP & SERVICE 
The Legion has had 38 years' f. 

experience of rehabilitating ex­
Service men and women in 
civil life and caring for their 
dependants. 

It has a million members and 
nearly 5,000 Service Commit­
tees, one in every town and in 
every group of villages. 

Al l ex-Service men and 
women, including NATIONAL 
SERVICEMEN on discharge, 
are el igible fo r membership, and 
prior to discharge may become 
honorary members. 

Apply to your local branch­
the Post Office has the address 
- or to the General Secretary, 
British Legion, Pall Mall, 
London, S. W.l. 

MAKE IT YOUR TARGET! 

(. 
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A MESSAGE 
from the Chairman of 

HER MAJESTY'S FORCES 

SAVINGS COMMITTEE 
IF YOU HAVEN'T ALREADY sta rted saving, yOU sho uld try tO 
develop the sav ir;gs habit whi le you are in the Services. 

There are excellent facili t ies for saving in a ll Units of the 
Services in every part of the world - in fact the slogan of 
H .M. Forces Savings Committee is " Wherever you serve, 
you can save" . 

We have an excellent series of leaflets (as illustra ted a bove) 
which tell in simple language all about Forces Savings . 

Why no t write for a copy of the leaflet which applies to your 
Service ? Write to me personally: 

Air Chief Marshal Sir H ugh Saunders 
GCB, K DE, MC, DFC, MM . 

Chairman, H .M. Forces Savings Committee 
1 Princes Gate, London, S.W.7 

Issued by H.M . Forces Savingj' Committee 

t ------

G. THOMAS 
(HAIRDRESSER S LTD.) 

L adies' and Gentlemen's 
Court H airdresser 

1 1 DUK E STR EET, S T. J A M ES, 
LONDO N , S . W . 1 

And at 19 HIG H STR EET, ETON 

EXPERT ENGLISH ASSISTANTS ONLY 
Patronised mostly:_ by Officers of H .M . Forces 

" R OYAL YACHT " is a Most Exclusive H airdressing 
" MY A MBROSIAL SHAVING CREAM" 

is the Best for Easy Shaving 
Officers of the 60th Rifles and th eir Families are cordially 
invited to_ the above addresses, where they will always find best 

attention given. 

A. J. WHITE (HATTERS) LTD. 
A. J. WHITE 

DRE SS CAPMAKERS 
TO 

THE 60th RIFLES 
AND 

Green Jackets Brigade 

MAKERS OF POINT TO POINT, 
N AT IONAL H UNT A D FLAT 
RACING COLOURS A D ALL 
TYPES OF TOWN, SPORTING 

AN D COUNTRY HARD\·VEAR 

MRS. WHITE 

ST OCKIST 
OF 

THE 60th RIFLES 
AND 

Green J ackets Brigade 
TIES, SCARVES, AND 

SWEATERS 

FA CY AND SPORT ! G T IES 
A D SCARVES, A D A NEW 
RA GE OF PURE ITALIAN SI LK 
SC AR YES , WITH H O R SEY 
PRINTS, AN IDEAL GIFT FOR 

T H E LADY ___ .....:_ __ _ 
8 BURLINGTON GARDENS- W.l 

EST AULlS HED OYER A CENTURY T EL. : REG. 0582 
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TO M!A MAJCSTY THC QUEfN 
MATTERS 

(BOND ST.) LTD. 

REGIMENTAL 

CAPMAKERS TO 

THE KING'S 

ROYAL RIFLE 

CORPS 

LIMITED 
SHIRT AND PYJAMA MAKERS 

147 KNIGHTSBRIDGE 

LONDON, S. W.l 

R egimental Shirtmakers 
to 

The Green Jackets Brigade 

DRESSIN G GOWNS, PULLOVERS, H 0 S I ER Y, TIES 

PHONE : KEN 4 798 KEN 8552 

~ 
Banking facilities for § 
Warrant Officers and ~ 

~ Senior N.C.O.' s 

I F YOU decide to receive your pay by cheque you may 
need to open a banking account of your own. 

Lloyds Bank through Cox's & King's branch, Pall 
Mall, has a long tradition of service to the Armed 
Forces. We should be glad of the opportunity to 
extend our service to Warrant Officers and Senior 

N.C.O.'s at any of our r,no branches. 

I f you become a customer of Lloyds Bank you will 
have a personal banking account which gives you a 
full banking service at a modest cost. You will be able 
to keep your money affairs in good order . You will 
have the full use of a cheque book and you will have a 

wide range of specialist services at your disposal 

should you desire to use them. 

The staff at any of our branches will be glad to answer 
your questions and to welcome you as a new customer. 

LLOYDS BANK 
L IMITED 

~ 

I 

I 
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WELSH & JEFFERIES 
LIMITED 

CIVIL AND lviiLIT ARY TAILORS 

Regimental Tailors to the • • 

King's Royal Rifle Corps and 

Allied Regiments 

15 DUKE STREET, ST. JAMES'S 

LONDON, S.W.l. 

RIGHT IN THE FOREFRONT 
The 

~ 
PRICE 39 gns. 

Obtainable only from 

Sole Agents in 
Great B ritairzfor 
" REDUCINE " 
Price Inc. Postage 

£ I I 0 

12, UPPER ST. MARTIN'S LANE, LONDON, W.C.2 
'J'elephone : 'fE~L 11(14. Cables : Cavesson, J.esquare, J.ondon 

A N D AT BASI N GST O K E: 

WARREN & SON L TO. 
P R I N TERS & STA TION E R S 

T HE W YKE H A M PRESS 

WINC H ESTER 
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THE 

KING'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS 

CHRONICLE 

1958 

Joinr Editors : 

L IEUT.- COLONEL SIR JOHN M ACLUR E, BT., O.B.E. 

M AJOR C. J . WILSON 

Address: 

T H E EDITOR , " K.R.R.C . R EGI M ENTAL C HRON I CLE", 

G R EEN J ACKET S D E P OT, WI NC H ESTE R 

W INCHESTER : 

WA RREN & SoN LTD. 
T HE WYKEHAM P RESS 

1959 

Digitized 
by 

RCM 
Collection



Made and Printed in Great Britain 
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iv 

THE KING'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS 

Motto: 
" CELER ET AUDAX " 

Colonel-in-Chief : 
HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 

Colonels Commandant : 
L IEUT.-GENERAL S IR EUAN A. B. MILLER, K.C.B. , K.B.E. , D.S.O. , M.C. 

G ENERAL S IR GEORGE w. E. J. ERSKINE, G.C.B., K.B.E., D.S.O. , A.D.C. 

BATTLE HONOURS 

"Louisburg,"" Quebec, 1759," "Martinique, 1762," " Havannah," 

"North America, 1763-64," " Rolica," "Vimiera," " Martinique, 

1809," "Talavera," " Busaco," "Fuentes d'Onor," 

" Aibuhera," "Ciudad Rodrigo," " Badajoz," "Salamanca," 

" Vittoria," " Pyrenees," " Nivelle," " Nive," " Orthes," 

"Toulouse," " Peninsula," "Mooltan," "Goojerat," 

" Punjuab," "South Africa, 1851-2-3 " " Delhi, 1857," 

"Taku Forts," "Pekin, 1860," "South Africa, 1879," 

"Ahmad Khel," " Kandahar, 1880," "Afghanistan, 1878-80," 

" Tel-el-Kebir," "Egypt, 1882, 1884," "Chitral," 

" Defence of Ladysmith," " Relief of Ladysmith," 

" South Africa, 1899-1902." 

v 

WORLD WAR 1.- 26 Battalions 

"Mons," " Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," " Aisne, 1914," 

"Ypres, 1914, ' 15, '17, '18," "Langemarck, 1914, '17," 
"Gheluvelt," "Nonne Bosschen," "Givenchy, 1914," 

"Gravenstafel," " St. Julien," " Frezenberg," " Bellewaarde," 
"Aubers," " Festubert, 19 15," "Hooge, 1915," " Loos," 

"Somme, 1916, '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," " Bazentin, " 
"Delville Wood," "Pozieres," " Gu ill emont," 

"Flers-Courcelette," "Morval," " Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," 

"Ancre, 1916, '18," " Arras, 1917, '18," "Scarpe, 1917," " Arleux," 
"Messines, 1917, '18," "Pilckem," " Menin Road," 
"Polygon Wood," " Broodseinde," " Poelcappelle," 

" Passchendaele," "Cambrai, 1917, '18," ·• St. Quentin," 
" Rosieres," "Avre," "Lys," " Bailleul," "Kemme!," "Bethune," 

"Bapaume, 1918," " Drocourt-Queant," " Hindenburg Line," 

" Havrincourt," " Epehy," " Canal du Nord," " St. Quentin Canal," 
" Beaurevoir," "Courtrai," "Selle," " Sambre," "France and 
Flanders, 1914-18," " I taly, 1917-18," "Macedonia, 1915-18." 

WORLD WAR II 

" Calais, 1940," " Mont Pincon," " Falaise," " Roer," 
"Rhineland," " Cleve," " Goch," " Hochwald," " Rhone," 

'' Drierwalde," "Aller," "North-West Europe, 1940 and 1944-45," 
" Egyptian Frontier, 1940," " Sidi Ban·ani," " Derna Aerodrome," 

" Tobruk, 1941," "Sidi Rezegh, 1941," " Gazala,"" Bir Hacheim," 
" Knightsbridge," " Defence of Alamein Line," " Ruweisat," 

"Fuka Airfield," " Alam el Haifa," "El Alamein," 
" Capture of Halfaya Pass," "Nofilia," " Tebaga Gap," 

''Argoub el Megas," "Tunis," " North Africa, 1940-43,"" Sangro," 

"Arezzo," " Coriano," " Lamone Crossing," "Argenta Gap," 
" Italy, 1943-45," " Veve," "Greece, 1941, '44-45," "Crete," 

" Middle East, 1941." 
B 
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VI 

BATTALIONS OF THE REGIMENT AND ALLIED UNITS 

1958 

THE !ST B ATTALION 

Q UEEN VICTORIA'S RIFLES, K.R.R.C. (T .A.) 

THE Q UEEN'S W ESTMINSTERS, K.R.R.C. (T.A.) 

169 (G REEN JACKETS) BRIGADE (T.A.) -

K.R.R. C. Organisation : 
THE G REEN JACKETS DEPOT 

THE COLONEL.S COMMANDANT'S OFFICE 

Tripoli 

London 

London 

L ondon 

Winchester 

Winchester 

RIFLE R ECORDS Exeter 

K .R.R .C. "CELER ET A uDAX " CLu B, K.R.R .C. A ssOCIATION and 
RI FLEMEN'S AID SOCIETY - 32 Eccleston Square, London, S.W . J 

ALLIED REGIMENTS OF T HE CA 'ADIA 

THE R EGINA RIFLE REGIMENT 

23RD ARMOURED R EGIMENT (HALIFAX RIFLES) -

THE ROYAL RIFLES OF CANADA 

32ND L OCATING B ATTERY, R.C.A. (BROCKVILLE RI FLES) 

VICTORIA R IFLES OF CANADA -

Allied Regiment of Australian Infantry 

SYDNEY UNIVERSITY R EGIMENT 

ARMY 

Regina, Sask. 

N ova Scotia 

Quebec, P.Q. 

Brockville, Ont. 

M ontreal, P.Q. 

Newtown 

Allied Regiment of Union of South Afr ica Defence Forces 
THE KAFFRARIAN RIFLES - East London 

Allied Regiment of Rhodesian Defence Force 

THE ROYAL RHODESIA R EGIMENT Salisbury, Bulawayo and Kitwe 

Allied Regiments 

T HE FIJI I NFANTRY REGIMENT 

THE KENYA REGLMENT (T ERRITORIAL FORCE) 

Affiliated Regiments 

- Suva 

Nairobi 

2ND KING EDWARD VII's OwN GuRKHA RIFLES (THE SIRMOOR RIFLES) 

ARMY CADET FORCE 
Affiliated 

1ST CADET BATTALION, K .R .R.C. London, W . 1 

THE KING'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS CHRONICLE 

AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

vii 

I. The 1958 Chronicle, price J 5/- Cloth Bound and 5/- Paper Bound (post free), 
and a limited number of previous Chronicles at reduced prices, can be obtained 
from the Secretary, "Celer et Audax" Club, 32 Eccleston Square, London, 
s.w. I. 
The Secretary will always be pleased to receive copies of old Chronicles. 

2. Articles for publication in the 1960 Chronicle will be grate/Idly received. 
A rticles on regimental history, sporting and travel trips, etc., from officers 
would be much appreciated. Articles and plwtograplts (returned if required) 
should be forwarded to : The Editor, K. R.R.C. Chronicle, The Green Jackets 
Brigade Depot, Winchester, Hams, as early as possible and not later than 
30th ovember, 1960. 

3. To publish the Chronicle as early in the year as possible and to assist publishers 
who are less busy in the winter, the Chronicle year is now 1st November to 
31st October. 

Annals of The King's Royal Rifle Corps 

4. There are a limited number of copies of the Annals for sale; anyone requiring 
them should apply to the Secretary. 
i t is particularly requested that copies of any volumes or the appendix be sent 
to the Secretary, if they are no longer wanted, so that they can be passed on 
to those who may require them. 

Brief History 

5. The Third Edition can be had from the Secretary, " Celer et Audax " Club, 
price 4/- Cloth Bound and 2/- Paper Bound. 

Swift and Bold 
6. The King's Royal Rifle Corps in the Second World War, 1939-45, is now out of 

print, and there are no copies left for sale. 

The Story and Traditions of The King's Royal Rifle Corps 
(Recruits' Pamphlet) 

7. Bicentenary Edition in lots of 50-£1, or 6d. each, from 32 Eccleston Square. 
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viii THE KING'S ROYAL RI FLE CORPS CALENDAR 

DATE YEAR 

I 1877 

2 
3 
4 

5 
6 
7 

8 
9 

10 
II 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
J7 

18 

19 

20 
21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
26 

27 
28 

29 
30 

31 

1941 

1915 

1900 
1879 

1779 

1915 

1798 

1897 

1809 

1812 

1900 

1941 

1849 

1941 
1943 

2900 

1881 

1762 

184 1 

JANUARY 
TABLE Of EVENTS 

2nd Bn. a t D elhi for the proclamation of Queen Victoria 
as Empress of India. 

1st Bn. took part in capture of .Ba rdia. 

3rd and 4th Bns. occupied their first trenches at St. Eloi. 

Wagon H ill, Ladysmith. Repulse of the Boers' attack. 

Capture of Kandahar. 

Capture of Fort Sunbury, Georgia. American War of 
I ndependence. 

Observation post at Cuinchy recaptured by 2nd Bn. 

Orders issued for 5th Bn. to be raised, dressed in green 
and armed with rifles. 

1st Bn. on board the Warren Hastings when she was 
wrecked. 

Battle o f Corunna. Part o f 2nd Bn. p resent. 

Assaul t a nd capture of Ciudad Rodrigo (5th Bn.). 

Operations on the Tugela renewed (3rd Bn.). 

.Battle of Tobruk began, 1st Bn. engaged. 

Storming of Mooltan, Sikh War (1st Bn.). 

Capture of Tobruk (1st Bn.). 

Tripoli reoccupied (2nd .Bn.). 
Assau lt and capture of T win Peaks, .Battle of Spion Kop 

(3rd Bn.). 
First .Boer War, 2nd Bn. a rrived at D urban from fndia . 

First capture of Martinique (3 rd Bn.). 

.Brunswick percussion rifles issued to 1st Bn. 

TH E KING'S ROYAL R IFLE CORPS CALENDAR 

DATE YEAR 

1 1923 

2 1941 
3 

4 
5 
6 

7 

8 

9 
10 

II 
12 
13 

14 

15 
16 

17 

18 

19 
20 

21 

22 
23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

1900 

1941 

1809 
188 1 

1850 

1900 

1915 

1900 

1918 

1797 

1879 

1759 

1849 

1900 

18 14 

1809 

1852 

1814 

1900 

FEBRUARY 

TABLE OF EVENTS 

3rd and 4th Battalions disbanded . 

Fall of Derna to Gen. Wavell's a rmy (1st Bn.). 

Battle of Vaal Krantz (3rd Bn.). 

Capture of Benghazi ( I st Bn.). 

Ca~ture of Fort Dessaix, Mart inique (3rd Bn.). 
Action of the lngogo, First Boer War (3rd Bn.). 

Expedition against the Afridis (1st Bn.). 

Fighting on the Tugela, which Jed to the Relief of 
Ladysmith (3rd Bn.). 

T he affair at St. Eloi (3rd and 4th Bns.). 

Relief o f Kimberley (Rifle Coy., 1st M.I.). 

R epu lse of enemy at Willmo t's Post (2nd Bn.). 

Trinidad, West Indies, captured by Sir Ralph Abercromby 
(3 rd Bn.). 

3rd Bn. sailed from Tilbury for the Zulu Wa r. 

Gold medal issued to Officers of the 1st Bn. for the relief 
of Fort du Quesne, Ohio Valley, by Gen. Forbes. 

Battle of Goojerat, Sikh War (1st Bn.). 

Action of H arts Hill, Second Boer War (3rd Bn.). 
Passage of the Adour (5th .Bn.). 

Capture of Martinique (3rd a nd 4th Bns.) . 

Wreck of the Birkenhead. 41 Riflemen on board. 

Battle of Orthes (5th Bn.). 

Relief of Ladysmith (3rd Bn. with Relief Force). 

JX 
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X THE KING'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS CALENDAR THE KING' S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS CALENDAR XI 

MARCH APRIL 

DATE YEAR TABLE OF EVENTS DATE YEAR TABLE OF EVENTS 

I 1915 Sortie at St. Eloi. 1 

1 1951 2nd Battalion reformed. 2 1879 Battle o f Gingihlovo, Zulu W ar (3rd Bn.). 

2 1794 Capture of St. Lucia, West Indies (part of 3rd and 4th 3 1879 R el ief of Etschowe (3rd Bn.). 
Bns.). 1895 Assault and capture of Malakand Pass, Chitral (1st Bn.). 

3 1779 The action at Briar's Creek, Georgia . D estruction of an 4 1794 Capture o f St. Lucia (3 rd Bn.) . 
American Brigade by Grenad iers of the 60th. 5 

1900 1st, 2nd a nd 3rd Bns. met in the streets of Ladysmith on 
the entry of Sir Redvers Buller. 6 1812 Storming of Badajoz (5th Bn.). 

4 1918 18th Bn. returned to France after service in Italy. 
1941 Defence of the Flori na Gap, Greece (9th Bn.). 

5 
7 1891 1st Bn. left Rawalpindi on the Miranzai Expedition. 

6 1860 V.C. awarded to Lieut. A. Spencer H eathcote and 6 8 1917 Battle of Vimy Ridge. 

Riflemen for valour at Delhi. (Elected by I st Bn.) 9 1917 Battle of Arras began (7th, 8th and 9th Bns.). 

7 10 1814 Battle of Toulouse (5th Bn.). 

8 11 1918 Battle of the Scarpe (1st Bn.). 

9 12 1809 Capture of the islands of Les Saintes, Guadeloupe (3rd 

10 191 5 Action at Neuve C hapelle (1st Bn.). and 4th Bns.) . 

1 1 
13 

12 
14 1918 Operations at Neuve Eglise (16th Bn.). 

13 1884 Battle of Tarna i (3 rd Bn.). 
15 1793 Assault and capture of Tobago, West Indies (4th Bn.). 

14 
16 

15 18 11 Action of Casa Nova, Peni nsular War (5th Bn.). 17 1918 Fi rst Battle of Kemme! Ridge. 

16 
18 1918 Battle of Bethune (2nd Bn.). 

17 19 1880 Battle of Ahmad Khel, Afghan War (2nd Bn.). 

18 1812 Siege of Badajoz (5 th Bn.). 20 

19 
21 1858 Battle of Nugeenah, Rohilkund (I st Bn.). 

20 1918 Capture of Grevilliers trenches (1st Bn.). 22 191 5 Second Battle of Ypres began (3rd and 4th Bns.) . 

1943 Baltic of the Mareth Line (1st and 2nd Bns.) . 1945 Fall of Bremen, 2nd and 12th Bns . present. 

21 23 

22 1918 Battle of St. Quentin (! st Bn.). 24 

23 1794 Capture o f Marti nique (pa rt o f 3rd and 4th Bns.). 25 1860 2nd Bn. a rr ived at Hong Kong for the C hi na War. 

24 1918 F irst Battle o f Bapa ume (1s t Bn.). 26 

25 27 1760 Battle of Saint Foy, Quebec (2nd and 3rd Bns.) . 

26 19 18 Battle of Pozieres. 194 1 9th Bn. evacuated from Greece. 

27 1879 Sir Dona ld Stewart's Column started to march from 28 1917 Battle of Arleux (! st Bn.). 

Kandahar to K abul (2nd Bn.). 29 1780 Capture of Fort St. Juan, Nicaragua (1st Bn.). 
1945 12th Bn. crossed the Rhine. 30 

28 1918 First Battle of Arras. 

29 1895 1st Bn. started on the Chitral Relief Expedition. 

30 
31 1855 3rd Bn. raised in Dublin for the fourth time. 
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Xll THE K ING'S ROYAL R IFLE CORPS CALENDAR 

DAT E YEAR 

1 
2 1789 
3 1858 

4 
5 1811 
6 1858 

1943 
7 
8 1915 

1945 
9 1763 

10 181 1 
11 1857 
12 1779 

13 1915 
14 
15 1915 
16 18 11 

17 1760 

18 
19 
20 

21 
22 
23 

24 
25 

26 
27 
28 

29 
30 

3 1 

1812 
1870 

1941 

1940 

1858 

1940 
1763 
1864 

1857 
1857 

MAY 

TAilLE OF EVENTS 

Altack on Porto Rico (2nd Bn.). 
Action of Bareilly, Rohil kund ( 1st Bn.) . 

Baltle of F uentes d 'O nor (5th Bn.). 
Assault and capture of the city of Bareilly. 
Tunis fa lls (1st and 2nd Bns.). 

Battle of Frezenburg Ridge (2nd Bn.). 
1st .Bn. entered Austria. 
Siege of Det roit by the Red Indians began (par t of 1st 

Bn.). 
Repulse of the sor tie at Badajoz (5th Bn.). 
Outbreak o f the Indian Mut iny at Meerut (1st Bn.). 
Charleston , North Carolina, summoned to surrender, 

War of American Independence (4th Bn.). 
End of the second Battle of Ypres. 

Battle of Festubert. 
Ba ttle of Albuhera, Peninsular War (5th Bn.). 
F rench raised the siege of Quebec, and were pursued 

by Murray (2nd and 3rd Bns.). 

Action of Almarez (5 th Bn.). 
Red R iver Expediti on started from West Canada ( 1st 

Bn .) . 
German Paratroops landed at Suda Bay, Crete (9th .Bn.). 

Cala is completely invested by the Germans (2nd Bn., 1st 
Q.V.R . and 1st R .B.). 

Capture of Fort Mahomdee, Ro hilkund ( 1st Bn.). 
Evacuation of Calais (2nd Bn., 1st Q.V.R. and I st R . .B.). 
Siege of Fort Pitt, Ohio Va lley (part of l st Bn.). 
Whitworth muzzle-loading riAes issued to 1st and 2nd 

Bns. 

First action on the Hindun, Indian Mutiny ( 1st Bn.) . 
Second action on the Hindun, Indian Mutiny (1st Bn .). 

DATE YEA R 

1 1858 
2 1758 
3 

4 1824 

5 1900 
6 1759 

7 19 17 
8 1857 

9 1796 

10 

1942 
1944 

II 1900 
12 1779 
13 1940 
14 
15 1808 

16 19 15 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 

30 

1944 

1812 

1798 

1813 

1915 
1759 
1763 

1860 
1916 

TH E Kl G 'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS CA LENDAR 

J UNE 

TABLE OF EVENTS 

Capture of Shahabad, Rohi lkund (1st Bn.). 
2nd and 3rd Bns. arrived before Louisbourg. 

XIII 

T he 60th Royal Am~ricans became the 60th Duke of 
York's Own RiAe Corps. 

rretoria captured (RiAe Company I st M . I.). 
Army under Wolfe sailed from Louisbourg for Quebec 

(2nd and 3rd .Bns.). 
Battle of Messines began. 
Battle of Badlee-ka-Serai, and capture o f the heights 

before Delhi. 
Capture of St. Vincent by Major-Gen. Sir Ralph 

Abercromby (3rd and 4th Bns.). 
Battle of Gazala ( 1st and 2nd .Bns.). 
2nd Bn. landed in France. 

Battle of Diamond Hill (RiAe Company 1st M .l.). 
St. Vincent, West Indies, captured by the French (4th Bn.). 
Capture o f Fort Capuzzo , Li bya (1st Bn.). 

5th Bn. sailed from Cork for Portugal, Peninsular War. 

Attack on Bellewaarde (7th, 8th and 9th Bns.). 
12th Bn. landed in France. 

5th Bn. at siege of Forts Cayetano, St. Vincent, La 
M urcede, and Salamanca. 

Irish R ebell ion. Engagement at Goffs Br idge, Wickl ow. 
First action of the 5th Bn. 

Battle of Vittoria (5th .Bn .). 

Second attack o n Bellewaardc (7th, 8th and 9th Bns.). 
Army under Wolfe arrived off Quebec. 
4th .Bn. disbanded for the first time. 

2nd Bn. landed in China for the campaign. 
Action at Double Crassier, near Loos (2nd Bn.). 
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xiv THE KING'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS CALENDAR 

DATE YEAR 

I 1916 
2 
3 
4 1776 
5 
6 1916 
7 
8 .1 755 

9 
10 1917 
I I 
12 1799 

13 1916 
14 191 8 

15 1824 

16 1870 

17 1916 
18 1882 

19 
20 1896 

21 1916 

1942 
22 1812 
23 
24 1759 
25 1818 

26 1758 
27 1857 
28 1916 
29 
30 1915 
31 1759 

J ULY 
TABLE OF EVENTS 

Battle of the Somme began. 

American Colonies declared their independence. 

Attack on High Wood ( 16th Bn.). 

Annihi lation of General Braddock's army in the Ohio 
forests by the French and Red Indians, which caused 
the 60th Royal Americans to be raised. 

German attack on N ieuport (2nd Bn.). 

Act of Parliament passed, authorising the 6th and 7th 
Bns. 

Battle of Albert. 
Third German offensive of 1918 began, second Battle of 

the Marne. 
2nd Bn. dropped the title" Light Tnfantry" and became 

" Rifles". 
Red River Expedition. 1st Bn. embarked in boats for 

Fort Garry. 
Battle of Bazentine Ridge. 
3rd Bn . disembarked at Alexandria from Malta for 

Egyptian campaign. 

Matabele campaign, Rifle Company 1st M.l. in action 
near Salisbury. 

Battle of Contalmaison and the Switch Line near Pozieres 
(2nd Bn.). 

Action at Ruweisat Ridge (1st Bn.). 
Bailie of Salamanca (5th Bn.). 

Capture of Fort Niagara (4th Bn.). 
5th Rifle Bn. disbanded and men transferred to the 2nd 

Bn. which shortly a fterwards became the I st Bn. 
Assault and capture of Louisbourg (2nd and 3rd Bns.). 
4th Bn. raised at Winchester for the fourth time. 
Attack on Delville Wood ( l st Bn.). 

Battle of Hooge (7th, 8th a nd 9th Bns.). 
Attack on Montmorenci Heights (2nd Bn. and Grenadier 

Coys 2nd and 3rd Bns.). The motto " Celer et Audax " 
bestowed by General Wolfe. 

DATE YEAR 

1 1918 
2 1860 
3 1896 

4 
5 
6 1763 

7 

8 
9 1880 

10 1763 

I I 1879 
12 1914 

13 1860 
14 1808 

15 

16 
17 1808 

18 1916 
19 

20 1916 
2 1 19 18 

1944 
22 1917 
23 19 14 
24 1870 

1914 
25 1775 
26 19.1 8 
27 1900 
28 1879 

29 
30 
3 1 1918 

1942 

THE KI NG'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS C ALENDAR 

AUGUST 
TABLE OF EVENTS 

Repulse of Bulgarian attack west of Vardar (3rd Bn .). 
Capture of Peh-Tang, China War (2nd Bn.). 
Matabele campaign Assault and capture of Makonis 

Kraal (Rifle Company M.I.). 

Brilliant victory of Bushy Ru n, under Col. Bouquet 
( I st Bn.). 

2nd Bn. started on march. from Kabul to Kandahar. 
Surrender of Havannah, Cuba. by Spaniards (3 rd Bn.). 
3rd Bn. reached Ulindi , Zu lu War. 

1st and 2nd Bns. left Aldershot for the Great War. 
Capture of Fort Tang-Ku, China War (2nd Bn.). 
Action of Obidos. (First engagement of the Peninsular 

War.) 

Battle of Rolica (5th Bn.). 

Second capture of Delville Wood (8th and 9th Bns.) 

Repulse of German attack from H igh Wood (2nd Bn.). 
Second Bailie of the Somme began. 
Bailie of the Falaise Pocket (2nd Bn.). 
Battle of Menin Road Ridge. 
1st Bn. at Mons. Ret irement began. 

Capture of Fort Garry, Red River (now the citv of 
Winnipeg) (I st Bn.). 

Retrea t from Mons (1st and 2nd Bns.). 
3rd and 4th Bns. raised for the second time. 
Second Battle of Arras began (2nd Bn.). 
Ba ttle of Belfast, Transvaal ( 1st Bn.). 

Capture of King Cetywayo, Zulu War (two Companies• 
3rd Bn.). 

Second Battle o f BapaLJme began ( 1st Bn .). 
Battle of Alam el Ha ifa ( 1st and 2nd Bns.). 

XV 
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xvi THE KING'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS CALENDAR 

DATE YEAR 

I 1916 
2 1916 

1944 
3 191 6 

1944 
4 
5 1914 
6 1914 

7 

8 

9 
10 

1l 

11 
13 

14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
1 1 
22 
13 

24 
25 
26 
27 
18 

29 
30 

1760 

1881 
1914 

1944 
1948 
191 8 
1914 
1857 
1916 

1759 

1918 
18 19 
1857 

1787 

1918 

1915 
1915 
1810 
1918 

19 18 

SEPTEMBER 
TA BLE OF EVENTS 

Action at H igh Wood, Somme (2nd Bn.). 
Attack on Beumont Hamel ( 17th Bn.). 
Batt le of the Gothic Line, Italy, begins (1st Bn.). 
Battle o f Guillemont ( lOth, l i th and 11th Bns.). 
Liberation of Lille ( 12th Bn.). 

End of the retreat from Mons. 
Commencement of the Battle of the Marne (I st a nd 2nd 

Bns.). 

Capture of Montreal by General Amherst (4th and part 
the 1st Bns. and Grenadiers Companies of the 2nd 
and 3rd Bns.). 

Second action at K assassin . 
Action near Hautesvesnes, 450 Germans captured (1st 

Bn.) . 
Occupation of Bourg Leopold (12th Bn.) . 
2nd Bn. d isbanded. 
Battle of the Hindenburg Line began (1st and 2nd Bns.). 

Batt le of the Aisne (1st and 2nd Bns.). 
Assaul t of Delhi (1st Bn.). 
Battle of the Somme. Attack on Flers (18th Bn.). 

Capture of the city of Quebec (2nd and 3rd Bns.). 
Battle of Bethaucourt, captu re of Maisseny (2nd Bn.). 
Capture of Fort St . Michael, near Burgos (5th Bn .) . 
Capture of Delhi (1st Bn . under Col. Sir John Jones). 

3rd and 4th Bns. raised at Chatham fo r the third time. 

Capture of Pontruct (2nd Bn .) . 
Battle of Loos (1st and 2nd Bns.). 
Attack on the quarries at St. Eloi. 
Battle of Busaco (5 th Bn.). 
Action at the crossing of the Canal du Nord , Third 

Battle o f Ypres (1st Bn .). 
Batt le of St. Quentin (2nd Bn.). 

i 

DATE YEAR 

1 1918 
2 1918 

3 191 7 
4 1915 
5 1915 
6 
7 1813 
8 19 18 
9 

10 
I I 
12 
13 
14 

15 

16 

17 
18 
19 
20 

1 1 
22 

23 

24 

25 
26 

27 
28 

29 
30 
31 

1779 

1783 
1918 
1917 

1794 

1824 

1918 
1944 

1918 
1858 

1914 

1914 
1943 

1941 

1899 
1858 
19 17 

1911 

1914 
1901 
1763 

THE KING'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS CALENDAR 

OCTOBER 
TABLE OF EVENTS 

Eattle of Epehy (4th Bn.) . 
Capture of Le Catelet (4th Bn.). 
Battle of Polygon Wood. 
Actions at the Hohenzollern Redoubt (2nd Bn.). 

Allied landing at Sa1onika, Macedonia. 

Passage of the Bidassoa (5th Bn.). 
Battle of Cambrai began (1st Bn .). 

xvii 

Repulse of the French and American assault on Savannah 
(4th Bn. and Grenad ier Companies of 2nd and 3rd Bns.). 

3rd a nd 4th Bns. disbanded at Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
Operation on the River Selle (16th Bn.). 

First Battle o f Passchendaele. 

Siege of Fort Matilda, Guadaloupe (two Companies 4th 
Bn.). 

Motto " Celer et Audax" bestowed on the Regiment in 
1759 by Genera l Wolfe, resumed by War Office 
authority. 

Battle of Courtrai. 
l i th Bn. took part in the li beration of Athens. 

Battle o f Selle. 
1st Bn. left Shahjehanpur for the Oudh campaign. 

First Battle of Ypres began ( 1st and 2nd Bn.). 
Battle of Ta lana Hill (1st Bn.). 
Battle of La ngemarck. 
II th Bn. landed at Taranto in Italy. 

Battle of El Alamein began (I st, 2nd and 11th Bns. 
engaged). 

Action at Rietfontein, Ladysmith (2nd Bn.). 
Action of R isoolpur, Oudh ( 1st Bn.). 
Second Battle of Passchcndaele. 

The Redvers Buller Memorial unveiled at Winchester 
Cathedral. 

Battle of Gheluvelt (1 st and 2nd Bns.). 
Action at Bakenlaagte, Transvaal (K.R.R., M.I.). 
Siege of Detroit by the Indians ra ised (part of 1st Bn.). 
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xviii THE KI NG'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS CALENDAR 

DATE YEAR 

I 1899 
2 1957 

3 1942 

4 1918 

5 1916 

6 
7 1858 

8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

13 
14 

15 

16 
17 

18 
19 

20 

21 

22 
23 

24 
25 

26 
27 

28 

29 

30 

1813 

1830 
19 16 
1916 

1917 

1914 

1917 

1914 
1941 

1917 
1758 

1915 

1778 

1899 
1760 

1917 

NOVEMBER 
TA BLE O F EVENTS 

Siege of Ladysmith began (1st and 2nd Bns.). 

2nd Bn. disbanded. 

Complete victory at El Alamein (1 st and 2nd Bns.). 
Battle of the Sambre (2nd Bn.). 

Attack on Les Boeufs and H azy Trench (16th Bn.). 

Capture of Fort Mittowlee, Oudh (1st Bn.). 

Ba ttle of Nivelle, Peninsular War (5th Bn.) . 

R egimental Title changed to the K ing's Royal R ifle Corps. 

Battle o f the Somme, capture of Beaucourt (13 th Bn.). 
Operations at Beaumont H amel. 

17th Bn. arrived in Italy. 

3rd and 4th Bns. arrived in England from India. 

F irst Battle of Cambrai began (Ist, 9th, lOth, l ith a nd 
12th Bns.) . 

British occupied Basra . 
Battle ofSidi Rezegh (1st Bn.). Ri fleman Beeley won V.C. 

Capture of Bourlon Wood ( 1st Bn.). 
Capture of F ort duQuesne f rom the F rench (1st Bn.). 

4th Bn. landed at Salonika. 

4th Bn. started on an expedition under General Prevost 
to Georgia against the Americans. 

3rd Bn. a rrived in South Africa for the Second Boer War. 
Fort Detroit surrendered to Major R ogers and 200 men 

of the 60th. 

German counter-attack at Cambra i ( I Oth, l ith and 12th 
Bns.). 

T 
THE KING'S ROYAL R IFLE CORPS CALEN DAR XIX 

DATE YEAR 

1 
2 
3 1849 

4 1851 

5 1915 

6 1813 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 
13 

14 
15 
16 

17 
18 

19 
20 

21 
22 

23 
24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 
31 

1813 
1944 

1849 

1813 

1849 

1899 

1871 

1894 
1915 

1894 

1918 

1755 

1841 

DECEMBER 
T ABLE OF EVENTS 

1st Bn. started on the Yusufza i Expeditio n, Frontier of 
India. 

Passage of the Great Kei, Kaffir War (2nd Bn.). 
3rd Bn. landed at Sa lonika. 
Parliament sanctioned the raising of the 8th, 9th and l Oth 

Bns. T he 9th and l Oth were in fact never raised. 

Battle of the Nive. Five days' figh ting (5th Bn.). 

A thens in a state of a s iege. 11th Bn. occupied the city. 
Cap ture of Soggoo, Yusufzai country (1st Bn.). 

Battle of the Nive. Last day. 

Capture of Pullee and Zoormundi, Afrid i campaign. 
Battle of Colenso, Tugela R iver, South Africa (3rd Bn.). 

1st Bn . embarked at Quebec fo r H alifax, Nova Scotia, 
the last regiment of the British Army to serve in Canada. 

The Ri fle Depot, W inchester Barracks, destroyed by fire. 

The withd rawal from Gallipoli. 

The Ri fle Depot moved to Portsdown Forts. 

2nd Bn. a rri ved at the R hine and was billeted at 
Dransdorf, near Bonn . 

Bi rthday of the Regiment. General John, Earl of 
Loudo un, Commander-in-Chief, North America, 
appointed Colonel-in-Chief. 

2nd Bn. employed in quelling rio ts in Jamaica. 
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REGIMENTAL NEWS 
Reorganisation 

On 7th November, 1958, the new Green Jackets Brigade was 
officially formed with the three Regiments assuming their new 
titles : 

1st Green Jackets, 43rd a nd 52nd. 

2nd Green Jackets, The King's Royal Rifle Corps. 

3rd Green Jackets, The Rifle Brigade. 

On the previous day H.R.H. The Duke of G loucester, attended 
by the Colonels Commandant, took a parade at the Depot to 
mark the occasion and the new Brigade badge a nd the Green 
Jackets flash were seen on parade for the first time. 

T o all 60th Riflemen it must have been sad not to see the 
fami liar black Maltese cross a nd the bugle on its red cherry on 
parade but at the same time it must have been with considerable 
relief that all realised that we have been spared the far more drastic 
changes that have had to be accepted by so many other regiments. 
Our old ti tle is included in our new one ; our abbreviated title is 
still K.R.R.C., and, in the illogical but traditiona l manner of 
Riflemen, we can still continue to refer to ourselves as the 60th. 
The new badge includes our Maltese Cross and is in fact based on 
a crossbelt badge worn in the 60th in 1822-27. 

The new Brigade is still in its infancy but the goodwill and 
determination of all ranks to ensure its success augurs well for the 
fut ure. 

On 1st January, 1959, the Depot assumed its new title as The 
Green Jackets Brigade Depot and already officers and N.C.O.s 
from the 43rd a nd 52nd are taking their place on the establishment 
pending the final closing of Cowley Barracks on 31st March, 1959. 

Congratulatory 

Congratulations-
To General Sir George Erskine, G.C.B., K.B.E., o.s.o., on being 

a ppointed Lieutenant Governor and Commander-in-Chief 
Jersey. 

To Brigadier J. F. C. Mellor, o.s.o. , o.B.E., on being appointed 
to command 169 Green Jackets Brigade (T.A .). 

c 
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2 R EGIMENTAL NEW S 

Return of the 1st Battalion 
On 5th November, 1958, the 1st Battalion arrived at South­

a mpton from Tripoli. The Battalion stayed at Piddlehinton Camp, 
Dorset, until 15th January, 1959, when the move to Ballykinler, 
Northern Ireland, was completed. 

Drill 
As a result of the reorganisation and a lso the introduction of 

the self- loading rifle it has been necessary to produce a revised 
Green Jackets Drill incorporating elements of the old Rifle and 
Light Infantry Drills. The Drill is still in an experimental stage 
but the aim has been to produce a smart but practical drill with 
rifle movements based on the operational handling of the rifle. 

Shooting 
Very many congratulations to the Bn. on winning the Queen 

Victoria Trophy- the fifth success running for the Regiment. 
The full placings a re : 

Queen Victoria Trophy - J st 
2nd 

King George 

Royal Irish 

Company Shield 

2 Green Jackets, K.R.R.C. 
3 Green Jackets, R.B. 
4 Trg. Bn., R. E. M.E. 
2 Green Jackets, K .R.R.C. 
4 Trg. Bn., R. E. M.E. 
3 Green Jackets, R.B. 
2 Green Jackets, K.R.R.C. -
" C" Coy., 2/7 Gurkha Rifles 

883 
812 
972 
878 

J st 
2nd 
I st 
2nd 
3rd 
1st 
4th 

- 830 
376 
345 " D " Coy., 2 Green Jackets, K.R.R.C. 

NOMINAL ROLL OF SERVING OFFICERS OF THE 
KING'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS 

HOLDING REGULAR ARMY COMMISSIONS 
(As at 1st February, 1959) 

Brigadier K. H . Collen, c.B.E. - Comd. H.Q. Caribbean Area. 
, E. A. W. Williams, o.B.E., · The War Office (M.T.). 
M.C. 

T ./Brigadier G. W. White, M.B.E. - Comd. 169 (G .J .) fnf. Bde. T.A. 
Colonel J . A. Hunter, o .s.o., O.B.E. , G.S.O. l , M.O., War Office. 

M.C. 
T./Colonel G. T. H . Campbell , O.B.E.,­

M.C. 
Colonel J . F. C. Mellor, o.s.o., O.B.E. -

British Military Mission, Libya. 

Brigade Colonel and Comd. G reen 
Jackets Brigade Depot. 

Lieut.-Col. C. S. Madden - C.O., K enya Regi ment (T.F.). 
, H . A. Hope, O.B. E., M.C. C.O., 2nd Green Jackets, K. R.R .C. 

T./Lieut.-Col. M. J. G illiat, c.v.o., - Private Secretary, H .M. Queen 
M.B.E. Elizabeth, The Queen Mother . 

H. R . W. Vernon, M.B. E. C.O., K enya Regiment (T.F.) (Desig­
nate). 

- A.R.O.G. Estab. 
- G.S.O. 2, M.O. 2, War Office. 

Major P. H. Pa rker -
, E. G. B. Davies-Scourfield, 

M.B.E., M.C. 

OFFICERS HOLDING REGULAR COMMISSIONS 3 

Major P. Pardoe 
J . H . P. Curt is, M.C. 

R . C . G ibbs, o.s.o., M.c. 
R. F. N ixon, M.ll.E. -

• G.S.O. 2, Join t Planning Staff. 
• 2nd-in-Command, 2nd G reen Jackets, 

K.R.R.C. 

J . R. C. Radclyffe, M.B.E. 
G. H . Mills - -
C. A. Humphreys, M.C. 
E. C. Phillips, M.c. -
D . G. H ouse, M.c. 
T. E. St. Aubyn 

, E. M . M . K enney-Herbert 

· G.S.O. 2, Joint Plan ning Staff. 
2nd G reen Jackets, K.R.R.C. 

· D .A.A.C( War Office. 
· 2 nd Green Jackets, K.R.R.C. 

Green Jackets Brigade D epot. 
· G.S.O. 2, Ministry of Defence. 
- 2nd Green Jackets, K.R.R.C. 

L./Lieut.-Col. E. N. W. Bramall, M.c. 
T./Major N. J. Warry, M.c. • 

School of Infa ntry. 
G.S.O. 2 (D.S.), Staff College. 
Staff Captain, H.Q., Tripolitania 

District. 
Captain H . R. M. Porter, M.B.E. - Sta ff Capta in, 'A' H .Q., S.W. District. 
T./ Major R . M. Parker - G.S.O. 2, M.T. War Office. 
Captain J. C. Slater - - Staff Captain ' Q ', H .Q., S.P. District. 
T.fMajor T. N. Thistlethwayte G.S.O. 2, H .Q. I D iv.fS.P. District. 
Captain M. P. Hills - Adjt. Q.V.R. (K.R.R.C.), T.A. 

, J . A. Molesworth-St. Au byn Staff College. 
T./Major M . M. Y. W. Beak - 2nd G reen Jackets, K.R.R.C. 
Captain R . K. Guy, M.B.E. - - Staff College. 

R . H . U nderhill - Mons O.C.S. 
P. M. Welsh - Adjt., Kenya R egiment (T.F.). 
C. G. N. Campbell A .D.C. to Governor E. Africa. 
M . J. Calver t - School of Infantry, Warminster. 
1. R . T. Eve - 2nd Green Jackets, K.R.R.C. 

, P. E. Willis-Fleming Green Jackets Brigade D epot. 
T./Captain G rahame o f Claverho use 3 K.A.R. 

C. J. Adami - W.T.O., R .M.A. Sandhurst. 
, Y. F. West - 2/2nd Goorkhas. 

Lieut. A. E. K. K arslake - 4 K.A.R. 
T./Captain C. J . Holroyd - 3 K.A.R . 

, A. T. R . Shelley - 2nd Green Jackets, K .R.R.C. 
Lieut. 1. H . McCausland 

, J. V. Keyte -
T./Captain J. W. Mason 
Lieut. G. P. R . Crossman -
T./Captain R. C. F. Leach 
Lieut. C. L. C. G. Henshaw 

, P. B. Mitford-Slade -
2nd/ Lieut. J . R. E. Nelson -

G. B. S. Hopton -
P. Treneer-Michell 

, A. E. Berry 

· Infantry 'junior L~aders Battalion. 
- G reen Jackets Brigade D epot. 

R eece. Company, G hana Army. 
2nd Green Jackets, K.R.R.C. 

Lieut. C. J . H . Gurney (S.S.C.) 
, M . Z. Fuad (S.S.C.) - - Green J~~kets Brigade Depot. 

2nd/ Lieut. M. J . E. Ph illi ps (S.S.C.) 2nd Green Jackets, K .R.R.C. 
Major (Q.M.) B . C. Ryan, M.B.E. - H.Q. Cyprus D istrict. 

(Su py.). 
, H. P. Edwards, M.B.E. G reen Jackets Brigade D epot. 

Lieut. (Q.M .) L. P . Grou t - - 2nd G reen Jackets, K.R.R.C. 
A. J . Lamb -

, G. E. Slater, B.E.M. Q.V.R. (K. R.R.C:). T.A. 
Captain (Q. M .) F. . Yoysey (S.S.C.) Q.W. (K.R.R.C.), T.A. 
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THE GREEN JACKETS DEPOT 
There have been many changes in the higher command during 

the year. In July Colonel Ma lcolm D ouglas-Pennant left us on 
retiring from the Army. He had commanded the Depot for four 
eventful years which had included our Bi-centenary Celebration 
and had see n many successes in sport and above all in Shooting­
a fitti ng end to nearly 30 years' service in the Regi ment. His 
enthusiasm and sound advice wi ll be sadly missed, especially on a ll 
matters of marksmanship. We are glad to be a ble to say that he 
has decided to settle down near Winchester a nd so we hope to see 
much of him in future. 

In h is place we welcome Colonel F reddie Mellor who returns to 
the Depot in a somewhat more exalted capacity after an a bsence of 
three years in com mand of the 2nd Battalion. 

In the midst of the handover the Wa r Office removed Phil Pa rdoe 
overnight to join the Joint Pla nning Staff at the Ministry of D efence. 
Although doubtless of vital importance to Anglo-Amer ican relations, 
this left an awkward gap in the Depot team, especially in view of 
Phil's many activities in addition to his official job as Second-in­
Comma nd . However, Roger N ixon, recently re turned from America, 
had unwisely publ icised the attractions of five months' unemploy­
ment before joining the 1st Battalion and so he was summoned to 
fi ll the breach unti l D ick F lower (R.B.) arrives in January. 

H ardly had this crisis passed when the Adjutant General's 
Bra nch counter-attacked wi th a demand that Teddy Phill ips should 
hasten forthwith to Aden where his presence was urgently required 
to subdue some unruly sheikh with his fluent Arabic. This was 
altogether too much and by the judicious threat of big guns in 
reserve the attack was routed. 

Earl ier in the year, John Hanscombe (R .B.) had relieved Teddy 
Garnier (R .B.) as Training Company Commander and Teddy 
P hillips had arr ived to take over H .Q. Company. We were also very 
glad to welcome R.Q.M.S. Hinton as the fi rst senior representative 
of our new comrades in arms, the 43rd and 52nd. 

RECRUITING 

Already in 1958 we have recruited over 400 Regular soldiers 
for the Brigade, mostly on six- and nine-year engagements. This is 
well on our way to our target of 500, but unfortunately we lose 
nearly 30 per cent. who do not achieve the standards we set for 
Riflemen. This may seem sad, but the R iflemen who pass out at 
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the end of their training can feel that they are picked men. This 
year has also seen the establishment of the Junior Bandsmen's and 
Buglers' School. Boys of J 5 can join at the Depot and receive 
?rdinary military training and education as well as learning to play 
mstr uments. At the time of writ ing we have 38 boys out of an 
esta?lishment of 60. However, as boys are always going on to man's 
service, we need replacements. F urther details of th is scheme can 
be obtained from the Depot. 

PARADES AND JNSPECTIONS 

With the increased success of our recruiting campaigns we have 
once more achieved sufficien t numbers to enable us to ask senior 
officers to take pass out parades. We are most grateful to those 
who have spared the time to do thjs and in particular we were very 
pleased to welcome Major-General Sir John Winterton, Colonel of 
the 43rd and 52nd, Brigadier Tom Pearson who was shortly to 
leave for hotter climes, and Genera l Bobby E rsk ine. I t was the 
latter's las t vis it to the Depot in his official capacity as G .O.C.-in-C. 

Passing Oll l Parade on 23rd September taken by GENERAL S IR GEORGE ERSKINE. 
[Photo : £. A. S ollars] 
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6 THE GREEN JACKETS DEPOT 

Southern Command, and it would be impossible to express suffi­
ciently to him our gratitude for all that he has done for us whilst 
there. 

The Queen's Birthday Parade was held this year on the 12th June 
in front of the Guildhall. As usual we had on parade with us the 
Depot of the Royal Hampshires and a contingent and the Band 
from H.M.S. Ariel. A certain amount of difficulty was experienced 
when the Green Jackets marched past to a rather unusual naval 
version of 140 paces to the minute ! 

On 14th July a parade was held .in front of the Guild hall under 
the command of Major Teddy Phill ips, to mark the centenary of 
the formation of the Green Jackets Depot in Winchester. The 
contingent, over 120 strong, looking very smart in their Green No. 1 
Dress, and the Junior Bandsmen in their Service Dress, got a very 
friendly welcome as usua l from the citizens who crowded the 
pavements. After the inspection of the parade by the Mayor and 
the beating of Retreat by the Band and Buglers of the Jst Battalion 
The Rifle Brigade, the Brigade Co lonel handed over to the Mayor 
a shield to commemorate the occasion, which is hanging in the 
Guildhall at Winchester. In his speech the Brigade Colonel referred 
to the changes going on in the Depot and throughout the Army, and 
explained how Winchester has come to be a second home in the 
hearts of all Riflemen. 

The Mayor, in his reply, referred to the many gallant exploits 
of the Rifle Regiments in recent years, and the distinguished soldiers 
they have produced. It was an impressive ceremony which will be 
remembered by many citizens of Winchester as well as Riflemen in 

years to come. 
The Centenary Celebrations were concluded on July 16th by a 

Band Concert given in the floodlit barracks by the Band of the Rifl.e 
Brigade which concluded with the sounding of Retreat. This has 
become something of a feature in Green Jacket Week, but unlike 
past years we were blessed with a fine eveni ng. There must have 
been over 700 people who came up to the barracks to enjoy a really 

delightful evening. 
However, the largest parade of the year was unquestionably that 

taken by H.R.H. The Duke of Gloucester to mark the lnauguration 
of the new Brigade cap badge, and the assumption of the new 
regimental titles, in our case the 2nd Green Jackets, The King's 
Royal Rifle Corps. It was held on the 6th November, which was 
overcast, rain falling all day except from 1.45p.m. to 3.30p.m., during 
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which period the parade was held. Unfortunately the Duke, who 
was to leave from the parade ground by hdicopter, had to go by car. 
There were over 300 all ranks on parade with representatives of Depot 
43rd and 52nd, under M ajor J. F. Ballard, from Oxford. The Band 
and Buglers of The Rifle Brigade played for the parade. 

The number of visitors took us by su rprise. Far more came 
than we had expected, and there were between 600 and 700 spectators 
T~ey saw the new drill evolved for Green Jackets parades. rn generai 
th1s foll?ws rifle drill lines, but all movements start and finish 
automatJCally at the at ease position. This is a custom of the 43rd 
and 52nd. Spectators also noticed that owing to the introduction of 
the 7 · 62 self-loading rifle, all marching is carried out with rifles 
at the shoulder and the Carry is used at the double. This is a new 
movement rather like the port arms. The changes of dress were also 
seen, ~he most noticeable being the cap badge and the embroidered 
arm. titles "Green Jackets". Jn battle dress a member of the 
~eg1ment can be distinguished by black metal K.R.R.C. shoulder 
titles. Major Harry Edwards and his Q.M. Staff had worked very 
hard to achieve this result. 

HEADQUARTER COMPANY 

In spite_ of m~ny false alarms we still occupy Long Block and 
no~ look l1 ke d?mg so for another two years. Accordingly, it was 
decided_ something must be done about the appalling state of 
d~corat10n of the barrack rooms and landings. The Q.M. issued us 
With gallons of eau-de-Nil paint, cream distemper and brushes and 
~add:rs. All the permanent staff showed that they were basically 
mtenor d~corators by producing a very high standard of finish. 
Everyone IS agreed a vast improvement has been made. 

T~e classification results were again very good, but in the 
sportmg world we received a severe defeat at the hands of Training 
Company at the Depot Athletics Meeting. During the winter inter­
departmental leagues at soccer, hockey and basket-ball are being 
run and are proving very popular. 

~he norm.al H.Q. Company and Holding Wing routine has 
contmued wh1ch ~eans suddenly providing accommodation for up 
to 100 extra bodies and providing non-existent fatigue parties for 
every conceivable task. 

_There have been changes in the Staff and Teddy Phillips who 
arnved at Easter looks like being left in splendid isolation, as far as 
officers are concerned by Christmas. Stephen Cave returns to 1 R.B., 
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8 THE GREEN JACKETS D EPOT 

leaving a multitude of portfoli os vacant which include M .T.O., 
M essing Officer and P .M .C. There have been no subalterns in 
H.Q. Compa ny since August. C.S.M . Cooke, C.jSgts. Spratley and 
Churcher a nd Sgt. Robb, around whom so much of the adm inistra­
tion of the Depot revolves, remain, but C pl. Hu bbard 's departure 
to Canada and a new life in the frozen North is becoming very 
imminent. 

TRAINING COMPANY 
Recruit Tra ining is now organized to last twelve weeks a nd has 

run all this year with a ba lanced combination of Dril l and Weapon 
Tra ining in Barracks, fi ring at Chilcomb, ma noeuvres on Farley 
Mount, and live fi ring in camp at the Tra ining Centre, Browndown. 

John H anscombe, T ra ining Compa ny Commander, has devoted 
enormous energy to the recruiting campaign, with the result that 
the recruiting fi gures a re now high. Recruits are lured into the 
Green Jackets in the hope of " Serving with a difference", or 
" Learning to d rive in the G reen Jackets", or even in response to a 
newspaper advertisement call ing fo r " Adventurous young men ". 
Unfortunately the standard of Regular Recruits is still not as high 
as tha t of National Servicemen a nd we have had to d ischa rge severa l 
as unsuitable. 

Apart from Recruit Traini ng, the Staff have been concerned 
considerably with Cadet activities all the summer. At Whitsun 
wave after wave of London Green Jacket Cadets swept to the attack 
on St. Catherine's Hill. At Easter the K . R . R .C. Cadets were given 
an intensive course of military instruction, and, finally, in August 
Training Company organized the H ampshire Cadet R ifle Meeting 
on Chilcomb, much to the dismay of M r. Martin, the Ra nge Warden. 

Training Compa ny now hopes for a peaceful winter, especially 
as we a re expecting the first recrui ts from the 43rd a nd 52nd soon. 

John M ason has recently relieved Peter T rustra m Eve (3rd Green 
Jackets) as Training Officer, and C.S.M. F owley arrived a few 
weeks ago from the Battalion to relieve C.S.M. Ga rnier who is 
leaving fo r East Africa. 

BRIGADE BANDMASTER'S Ul'.lJT 

The past few months have seen several major changes in the 
Unit. Major P . Pardoe, who was our p resident since fo rmation in 
October J 957, was suddenly whisked from our midst to p reside 
over a War Office desk. J ncidentally, Major Pardoe was Band 
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P resident of the 2nd Batta lion Ba nd o n its forma tion at T idworth 
in 195 1, so the Presidency of our Unit was no new venture for him. 
We all wish Maj or Pa rdoe great success in his new work and thank 
hi m for all his efforts on o ur beha lf. In Major Pardoe's stead we 
welcomed M ajor R . F . N ixon who is also a n old hand at this job 
a nd has done much valuable work for us a lready. We wish M ajor 
N ixon good luck dur ing his time with us. 

Our la ment a t the loss of Sergeant Jones was taken up by ma ny, 
including members of the Depot outside the Unit. Sgt. J ones is 
one of the " old stalwarts " who has been with Mr. R odgers since 
the 2nd Battalion Band 's infa ncy days at Tidworth .in '5 1. Sgt. 
Jones had the for tune(!) to enter into Holy Matrimony in July 
a nd we wish him a nd his wife happiness in the futu re and good 
luck in his new post with the lst Ba tta lion Band . We welcome as 
Band Sergea nt in Sgt. Jones' place, Sgt. G rimwood, who is a n ex- 1st 
Battalion Sergeant. Once again a ll we can do is to wish him luck 
and hope his nerves a re strong. 

We sent off with good wishes in October L./ Cpl. Wyatt of our 
Staff, and Junior Bandsma n Anderson to Kneller Ha ll, the Royal 
Military School of Music. Although they were both musical losses 
to the U nit, we wish them every success in the coming year. 

Of the Staff, we congratulate L.-Cpl. Washington on his ma rriage 
a nd welcome with great relief the a rrival of C pl. R owden from the 
Strensall Boys' Group. Cpl. Rowden has unbelievably " writed " 
our office j ungle. 

Amongst the boys themselves, the a ir of comradeship has pre­
vailed and our numbers have increased from nine to th irty-eight. 
They have, under the eagle eye of Mr. Rodgers, formed a small 
military band. Although not qu ite meriting the guest appearance 
of Sir M alcolm, it is a credit to boys of their age a nd experience. 
We hope in the very near future to be a ble to "exhibit " them on 
small engagements-subject of course to the exigencies of the 
services ! Despite some small setbacks, the group is progressing 
very favourabl y. 

OFFICERS' MESS 
Condemned to a wooden hut in Bushfield just over a year ago, 

t he Officers' Mess has proved to be fa r more comforta ble tha n a ny 
of us could have expected. We now have a first-class cook in the 
form of L. /Cpl. Stewart, and C./Sgt. Pierce is mai tre d 'hotel. All 
serving/re tired G reen Jackets are invited to come a nd have a meal 
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10 THE GREEN JACKETS DEPOT 

whenever passing through Wi nchester a nd no doubt a sma ll mess 
bill will follow them at the discreet interval of three months. 

There a re still no definite pla ns as to when a new mess is to be 
built although a site in Lower Barracks has been selected a nd the 
Garrison Engineer has been seen doing some landscape gardening 
with a bulldozer. 

SERGEANTS' MESS 

News of the amalgamation of the G reen Jackets has meant a 
getting together of the Messes of the Depot a nd the Depot of the 
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire L ight Infantry. 

Ma ny t imes in the last months have members from both messes 
made the journey up a nd down the Oxford- Winchester road . Most 
of the driving on the homeward t rips has been done in the small 
hours and many a weary Mess member has just made the first 
parade in the morning. 

The year 1957 ended with the Annua l C hristmas Draw a nd £200 
worth of prizes quickly went-we are still interested in what hap­
pened to a very plump chicken a certain single warrant officer won. 

Our Annual Mess Outing too k place on Derby Day. A coach­
load of turf experts left the Mess at 0900 hours and made Epsom 
at lunch time. A wonderful lunch was laid on by the caterer, Sgt. 
Steve Cox, a nd but for the weather a good time was had by a ll. 
P roof of our " experts' " betting tips was shown when it proved 
difficult to produce money to tip the driver. 

We had a Cockta il Party in the Mess on 8th July in order to say 
fa rewell to our Brigade Colonel, Colonel The H on. M . F. Douglas­
Pennant, o .s.o., M.B.E. A photograph of the Mess members was 
presented to him and we wish him every good for tune on his reti re­
ment after 30 years' service as a Green Jacket. 

A bright afternoon in Septem ber saw the Annual Officers v. 
Sergeants C ricket M atch. ] regret to say we fluffed it by a llowing 
the Officers to win. The umpire, C.S.M . Bobby Cooke, was knocked 
for six during the match a nd retired with a cracked elbow. H e was 
still giving left-ha nd salutes for a week afterwards. 

The Mess held its own again in the shooting world by winning 
the Royal Ulster Rifles' Cup for the second year running, the same 
team running down Bisley Ranges to the encouraging shouts of 
the D epot in the finals. The team comprised Q.M.S.I. Lawrence, 
S.A.S.C., R .S.M . Pope, Arm./Sgt. Smith , R .E.M.E. and Sgt. H arper. 
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The Sergeants' M ess Rifle Meeting took place on a chilly day 
in October- Q.M.S.I. Lawrence winning the cup and, at the lower 
end, Sgt. Lakeman, R.B., winning the wooden spoon. 

The prizes were presented at a socia l held on the evening of the 
shoot a nd a grand time was had by a ll. 

N umerous cha nges have occurred in Mess membership and full 
details of comi ngs and goings are recorded in the Newsletters, but 
we feel that special mention must be made of the medical discharge of 
Sgt. " Swanny" H otston, and we wish him the best of good for tune 
a nd vastly improved health. 

SHOOTING 
Open ra nge shooting began for the Depot with the Depot R ifle 

Meeting held a t Chilcomb in March. Armourer-Sergeant Smith 
was the overa ll cha mpion at Rifle a nd L.M.G., a nd H .Q.Company 
l st Tea m won the Inter-Company Match. 

The small bore season finished shortly afterwards with the 
Depot Tea m second in the Andover a nd Hampshire League. L./Cpl. 
Habbershaw and Rfn. York a re two young 60th shots who helped 
to gain this position and will be very useful later in the Batta lion. 

Training for the Aldershot and District Meeti ng did not start 
well a nd we were not confi dent when the competition day arrived. 
" A" Training Company Team won the Company Shield Ma tch 
and we were runners-up in the Recruits' a nd Major Units' Match 
and third in the M ajor Units' Championship. Armourer/Sergeant 
Smith was fifth in the District F ifty. 

A much smaller team was required for Bisley and in t raini ng it 
began to improve and show some promise. R .S.M. Pope, who had 
recovered from the injury to his " t rigger " finger, infl icted before 
the Aldershot M eeting, j oined the team that was now almost 
entirely 60th . 

The first week a t Bisley consisted of the fi rst stage of the Rifle 
Championship and our team shot consistently to win the North­
ampton Cup for the Champion Infa ntry Unit, R.S.M . Pope, Q.M.S.l. 
Lawrence and Sgt. Harper shooting well in Class A a nd L./Cpl. 
Pritchard and L./Cpl. H abbershaw in Class B. 

L./Cp l. H abbershaw and Rfn. York had a very good Worcester 
Shoot to fin ish 3rd a nd their score combined with that of Armourer­
Sergeant Smith a nd Sgt. Harper, who were 5th, easily won the 
Eastern Command Bowl. 
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12 T HE GREEN JACKETS DEPOT 

The outstanding performance at the meeting was the victory 
of the Depot Team (Q.M.S.I. Lawrence, Arm./Sgt. Smith, R.S.M. 
Pope and Sgt. Harper) for the second year running in the Royal 
Ulster Rifles Cup, beating the Somerset Light Infantry after seven 
rundowns. 

By this stage we were leading in the 60th Cup, but the stronger 
rifle shooting of the 4th Battalion R.E.M .E. in the last two matches 
won them the championship with the D epot runners-up, 3 points 
behind. 

The Depot Team acquitted itself far better than might have been 
expected from .its showing at the District Rifle Meeting. As usual 
it had the benefit of the advice and active interest of Colonel 
D ouglas-Pennant, although for the first time for many years he did 
not participate in view of his imminent retirement. It was only 
due to one off-day that the team failed to bring off a real triumph 
and to keep the 60th Cup in the Green Jackets. 

ATHLETICS 

During the past year our activities have had to be restricted to 
our own Athletics Meeting only. For this we were lucky to have a 
fine day, and a good turn-out of spectators, including many families, 
saw a convincing win for Training Company over Headquarter 
Company. Guy Crossman won both the 440 Yards and the 880 
Yards in great style. Earlier in the year our Cross-Country Running 
Team surprised itself and its opponents by winning both its matches. 
Present talent avai lable gives hope that we shall keep up this record 
this year. 

CRICKET 

ln spite of the wet summer a fairly extensive programme was 
completed with mixed results. Against the Depot of the 43rd and 
52nd we drew one game, which was badly ha mpered by rain, but 
defeated them when they visited us. We were twice defeated by 
the Hampshire Depot. 

Generally our bowling and fielding were of a high standard, but 
our batting was very inconsistent. C.S.M. Robinson, R.A.E.C., was 
our most successful player, as he generally managed to make some 
runs and always took a few wickets. Cpl. Smethurst, Cp. Balmer 
and Rfn. Phillips all took wickets and Rfn. Bathurst made one or 
two good scores. Rfn. Broadstock was an outstanding fielder and 
thrower. 

-r 
! 
i 
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Once again we are indebted to Passingham for the lovely pitches 
he produced during a most trying summer. 

FOOTBALL 

1957-58 Season 

We started the season well , being amongst the first three in the 
league until January. Unfortunately, the R .B. Band left the Depot 
at that time, and with them went seven of the team. 

This was too much of a blow, and the last few games were lost, 
at times by almost a cricket score, and the end of the season found 
us third from the bottom of the league. 

1958-59 Season 

It looks as if this will be the Depot's year of soccer, and if the 
team that has been built up can stay together there is no reason 
why the Wednesday League cannot be won, as all the teams we have 
played so far have found out to their misfortune. 

HOCKEY 

The Depot had a good 1957/8 hockey season, winning the 
majority of its matches. However, we were knocked out of the 
Army Cup in the l st round- the match unfortunately being played 
on the day we returned from Christmas leave. 

The 1958/9 season has, so far, not been so successful. We sadly 
miss the seasoned hockey enthusiasts from Rifle Brigade Band who 
are now back with their Battalion again, having bolstered the Depot 
team for two seasons. 
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THE RIFLE DEPOT CENTENARY 1858-1958 

The history of the Depot dates back to 1682 when King 
Charles II purchased the si te of the Old Winchester Castle for 5/-. 
Christopher Wren was appointed the ~rc~ itect and h~d th~ Cas.tle 
ruin pulled down, preparatory to bulldmg a Versail les ~n Wm­
chester. The King laid the foundation stone the followmg year 
but died in 1685 when only the shell and the roof had been com­
pleted. Nearly twenty years passed before Queen Anne set about 
finishing the Palace, but still there was not enough money. So 
until 1758 it lay neglected and empty. 

It was then refitted as a barracks and used in .time of war for 
housing French and Spanish prisoners. Winchester Scraps related 
that in 1779 a hospital ship's crew came to the prison and brought 
an infectious disease, which rapidly spread and was as fatal as a 
p lague. The dead were buried in the old .castle ditch and i t~ slopes, 
and here, when the railway was cut, the1r skeletons were d1sturbed 
in large numbers, the navvies putting the skulls on large pedestals 
of earth to the amusement of boys and even the grown-up peopl.e. 
In 1793 after continuous use as a prison, it housed refugee priests 
for t hr;e years. The Palace was then reconverted into a barracks. 

" It was pretty clear," says W.H .J. in Winchester Scraps, " that 
at the close of the 18th century troops were in the Barracks, and 
so remained (with one long interval about 55 years ago (i.e., circa 
1825) until the late disastrous fire". The first visit of any Green 
Jackets to Winchester seems to be 1794. Butler in his Annals of the 
K.R .R.C. says," On July 24th the cadre of the 3rd Battalion landed 
and marched to Winchester, returning to Southampton on the 
28th ". But since 1763 the 60th had had strong connections with 
Hampshire. Its Depot was for a long time on the Isle of Wight, 
and in 1828 the Jst Battalion was at Portsmouth. In 1858, one 
hundred years ago, the K.R.R.C. 1st and 3rd Battalions joined 
their 2nd and 4th here at Winchester and set up a combined Depot 
with the Rifle Brigade. The combi nation was called The Rifle 
Depot. _ 

Except for a few paragraphs in the Hampshire Chronicle, little 
is known of its early history. From the start, however, Winchester 
seems to have accepted the Riflemen happily. Receptions and 
dinners were held for the Officers by the Mayor. On one occasion, 
during one of the first large field exercises held in the area, the 
hospitality of the City included a dinner for entire battalions of 
The Rifle Brigade and K.R.R.C. in the Guildhall. 

THE RIFLE D EPOT CENTENARY 15 

There is an interesting reference to the architecture of that 
time. Referring to the new married quarters, which are at this 
very moment in p rocess of being reduced to a heap of rubble, 
the Hampshire Chronicle correspondent writes : " Each room is 
fitted up with every convenience for a soldier and his fam ily. Every 
floor is lighted with gas, and in the same way water is laid on even 
to the highest landings." (Note the last word-not "rooms" but 
"landings".) The barracks were gaunt and old. Guard duty must 
have been rather awesome. Butler says " There was still an order 
for sentries to fire on any person speaking French after sunset ". 

1894 was the year of the Great Fire. On the 19th December, 
j ust after midnight, the alarm was raised by L./Cpl. Jackson, 
K .R.R .C., who was awakened by the smoke and" without stopping 
to put anything on", gave the guard the alarm . Little could be 
done for lack of water pressure. A westerly wind fanned the flames 
and soon the Clock Tower fell. In four hours the fire had almost 
burnt itself out. M iraculously no lives were lost. 

" On the night after the fire, however, had a stranger passed 
that way, he would have thought that this was indeed a great palace 
and that high revelry was being held within its walls, for every 
window was again lighted up, darkness, in hiding a ll the ruin, 
showed only the last glory-the destructive fire. Had the Merry 
Monarch and his Court (Charles II and Nell Gwynne) come to 
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16 THE RI FLE DEPOT CENTENARY 

hold their first and last revelry, of which grim death had long ago 
deprived them ? " (Hampshire Chronicle, 26th January, 1895.) 

The removal of the Rifle Depot to Gosport was a severe blow to 
a ll, including the shopkeepers of Winchester. Nearly ten years 
slipped by before the Barracks were rebuilt in a modified form and 
the Depot returned . Meanwhile, at Gosport everyone was impatient 
to return. " The change from Winchester to Gosport is terrible," 
wrote one officer, " like that from a country house to a street 
lodging," adding at the end a topical note : " On the lawns may 
be seen our C.O. busily engaged in practising riding (on a bike)". 
And two years late r : " We are safely stuck here on the mud while 
the ru ins of Winchester Barracks are daily becoming more interest­
ing to archaeologists". 

At last, in 1904, the Rifle Depot returned and settled-down 
quickly. Our chronicler wrote : " The new barracks are of red 
brick, commodious and four storeys high ; they surround the 
barracks square, where the voice of Sergeant-Major Bull may be 
heard dai ly above that of the old barrack clock. So far all fires 
that have occurred since our return have been successfully 
extinguished without necessitating a move to Gosport". 

" Jn the same year," he continues, "our name was nearly 
a ltered. Although still generally known as The Rifle Depot, our 
real designation now is the Rifle Regimental District Group or 
R.R.D.G." To this he adds : "Since this letter was received the 
Army Council, or somebody else, has effected an important reform, 
and the Rifle Depot is no longer styled the R.R.D.G. but is in future 
to be known as the Rifle Depot. We believe that it is confidently 
expected by the authorities that this change will be attended with 
the most sat isfactory results". 

In the same year, 1904, during Green Jacket Week eight 
memorial cottages were opened by Princess Christian of Schleswig­
Holstein and H.R.H. The Duke of Con naught. They commemorated 
those fallen in the South African War, among whom was Prince 
Christian Victor of the 60th, the Princess' son. They are situated 
near the bottom of Stanmore Hill and their object was to provide 
a home for veterans wounded in South Africa. Three of the cottages 
are still inhabited by these veterans. The remainder by pensioners 
of later wars. 

Jn the First World War the rush to join " Kitchener's Army" 
was such that hundreds had to be billeted in the College Grounds, 
and the staff was increased considerably to cope with the correspond­
ence and training. After the war the work proceeded smoothly. 
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In 1937 our chronicler writes : " Jt has often been said that it 
would require a war bigger than the last one to upset the routine of 
the D epot. T hat may have been t rue in the past, but to-day 
Mussolini has exploded that theory. One Saturday thirty recruits 
were o rdered to Po rtsmouth forthwith, where fo r th ree nights they 
loaded 3-inch a nti-ai rcraft shells into a ship whose desti nation was 
unknown, except to readers of the daily papers. 

" We also had an unexpected visito r in the shape of an immacu­
lately attired Field Officer in Service Dress complete with medals, 
sword and spurs, who entered the Mess Tent just before dinner one 
eveni ng and announced his intention of having a drink. As it was 
obvious that he had consumed a good deal of liquid refreshment 
and also that his dress was somewhat strange for that hour of the 
day, suspicions were naturally a roused, and our visitor was eventu­
ally deposited for the night in the local police station. It was 
discovered that ou r distinguished guest was no less than the ' Bogus 
Major' who afterwards featured in the Press for some time." 

On the outbreak of war in 1939 the Depot of the Royal Hamp­
shire Regiment moved to the lsle of Wight. The King's Royal 
Rifle Corps moved up to Bushfield where the hutted camp was still 
in process of completion and The Rifle Brigade took over the 
Upper and Lower Barracks, Winchester. A new tempo en tered 
into the life of the Depot. Reservists had to be clothed, fed and 
armed before p roceeding to their battalions. Accommodation was 
again very short and all reservists were despatched within 48 hours, 
many in less. The adm inistrative work involved in keeping the 
records of the thousands who passed through was formidable. In 
the training of the volunteers and conscripts the emphasis turned 
to speed and realism and the period was cut to as litt le as six 
weeks. 

In 1940, just after the Green Jackets Brigade left for Calais, a 
small party of French and Belgian officers marched into the Depot. 
They had been evacuated from Dunkirk and were the advance 
guard of many thousands of the British Expeditionary Force who 
were sent there, and in some extraordinary way these men were fed 
and housed. The Depot had been considered full to capacity but 
somehow a further three thousand were squeezed in, including 
five hundred Frenchmen. 

Since the war the Depot has been visited by H.M. King George VI 
in 1950 and H .M. The Queen three years ago on the occasion of 
the bi-centenary of the King's Royal R ifle Corps. 
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18 THE RIFLE DEPOT CENTENARY 

H.R.H. The Duke of Gloucester, who was appointed Co lonel­
in-Chief of the Rifle Brigade in 1942, has also paid several visits 
to the Depot. 

The King's Royal Rifle Corps and the Rifle Brigade each 
formed local branches of their regimental associations in 1918, 
and the Winchester branches have a membership of about three 
hundred between them. The associations meet separately about 
once a month and have a dinner each year. Their object is to act 
as a connecting link between old comrades and to keep them in 
touch with what is happening in their regiments. Any " old 
soldier " who wishes to get in touch with his friends is welcome to 
join his local branch. 

So it is that the Rifle Depot, formed a hundred years ago in 
Winchester, has come to mean much more than a military training 
establishment for these Rifle Regiments. Its place in their life was 
aptly expressed in a letter wr.itten by a Rifleman on his return 
from a long period of service overseas in 1946. " Winchester, to 
all riflemen, has always meant and does mean, home ; the place 
about which we have thought with pleasure and longing in our 
absences overseas ; the place to which we have returned with 
thanksgiving at the end of our appointed tasks." 

,, 

l 19 

1st BATTALION 
THE KING'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS 

LIST OF OFFICERS 
1st November, 1957, to 31st October, 1958 

Rank and Name 
S./Lieut.-Col. H. A. Hope, o.B.E., M.c. 
S./ Major J . H. P. Curtis, M.C . 

J . R . C. Radclyffe, M.D.E. -
C. A. Humphreys, M.C. 
T. E. St. Aubyn -

, E. N. W. Bramall, M.c. 
T./ Major R. M. Parker 
S./Major R. J. A. Darwin -
T./ Major P. M. Hi lls 
S./Capt. M. M. V. W. Beak 
T./Capt. I. Grahame of Claverhouse 

C. J . Adami 
, A. T. R. Shelley -

S./Capt. R. K. G uy, M.D.E. 
T./Capt. I. H. McCausland 
S./Capt. J. R. T. Eve 
T./Capt. R. C. F. Leach 

, C. J. Holroyd 
Captain (Q.M.) L. P. Grout -
Lieut. J. V. Keyte -

G. P. R. Crossman -
J. W. Mason -
C. J . H. Gurney 
C. L. G. G. Henshaw 

, (Q.M.) A. J. Lamb -
2nd/Lieut. P. B. Mitford Slade 

M. Z. Fuad 
G. P. Hue Williams 
A. N. T. Mott -
J. W. Hayter 
R. C. H. Eastwood 
W. E. Barry 
W. S. C. Gurney 
P. A. De Vere Hunt 
N. S. Trese I ia n -
R. G. Denning -
S. Douglas-Pennant 
M. E. K. Steward 
J . R. T. Nelson -
P. J . Wingfield 
P. R . Stevens 
R. C. Pryor 

ATTACHED OFFICERS 

Major R . W. S. Moon, R.A.P.C. -
The Rev. P. E. Moffatt, R.A.Ch.D. 
Capt. T . E. Jones, R.A.M.C. 
The Rev. W. J. C. Wall, R.A.Ch.D. 

Joined Bn. 
3- 9-56 

31 - 7-57 
J 3- 6-56 
17- 5-57 
28-10-57 

3- 9-56 
21- 2-58 

Left Bn. 

10- 3-58 

9- 3-58 Died 23-6-58 
4- 7-55 

30-11-56 
25- 5-56 
10- 1-56 
25-11-56 

9- 3-58 
30- 4-58 
17- 6-58 
6- 11 -57 
3-11-53 

27- 2-57 
22- 7-55 
18- 2-56 
30- 7-55 
18- 2-56 
26- 3-58 
I I- 6-57 
2- 7-57 

22- 8-56 
24- 9-56 
15-10-56 
24- 5-57 
31-1 2-56 
1 1- 9-57 

1-10-57 
25- 7-57 
25- 7-57 
22- 8-57 
28-10-57 
19-12-57 
22- 1-58 
.17- 6-58 
17- 6-58 
17- 6-58 

1-12-55 
14- 9-56 
2- 5-57 
3-12-57 

24- 3-58 

17- 3-58 

23-12-57 
23- 1-58 
4-1 1-57 

26- 5-58 
15-11-57 
10-12-57 
13- 2-58 
12- 4-58 
14- 6-58 
30- 8-58 

28- 2-58 
1-10-58 
1-10-58 

12-12-57 
14- 8-58 
17- 7-58 
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LIST OF WARRA T OFFICERS A '0 '0 -COMMISSIO EO OFFICERS 
W.O. I (R.S.M.) G. Shreeve Sgt. J. Curzon 

, (Bandmaster) E. Jeanes 
W.O. II (R.Q. M.S.) G. Hallet t 

(C.S.M.) T . ewton 
(Bugle Major) R. Silver 
(C.S. M.) J . Sanderson 
(C.S. M.) R. Balls 
(C.S. M.) Lennox 
(C.S.M.) E. Eves 
(C.S. M .) B. Manchester 

c.;s 'gt. w. Ba llard 
N. Bi rdsall 
S. Pope 
W. Weldon 
S. Soloman 
G. Rimmer 
M. McAleer 
J . Parker 

, B. Rimmer 
Sgt. J. Fee 

P. Creagh-Barry 

DEPARTURES 
C.S.M. W. Price to Q.V.R. 

, C. Cherry 
D. Cromarty, D.F.c. 
P. Ashworth-Kirkham 
A. Barker 
E. Mi tchell 

, R. Squirrell 
R . Mason 
G. Williams 
G . Barlow 
T. Smith 
H. Hackett 
C. Owen 
R. Alsop 
P. Pope 
R. Stitson 
T . Moreton 
F. Robbins 
N. Woodcock 
D. White 
J. Pickering 

, T . Fowley to Depot 
C./Sgt. D. Brian to Camp Adm. Staff, Prinn Barracks 

, W. Boustead to Oxf. /Bucks. 
Sgt. E. Alcock to Oxf./Bucks. 

, R. Jackson to Oxf./Bucks. 
, P. Cutts to Oxf./Bucks. 

Sgt. P. Chapman to R.A.P.C. 
Sgt. A. Mark to Depot 
, J. Barwick to Depot 

L. Taylor, R.A.P.C., to R.P.O., Stockbridge 
, A. Hickey to Cyprus 
, J. Stitson to Cyprus 

R. Pryke to Cyprus 
, S. Orr to Kenya 

B. Wigger to Q.W. 
L. Perry to Depot 

The period covered by this edition of the Chronicle, November 
1957 to October 1958, almost exactly coincides with the I st Batta­
lion's year in Tripoli. November 1957, the last month spent in 
Derna, was devoted to final preparations for the move and attention 
to the thousand and one problems which arise, when a station has 
not only to be vacated, but closed down as well. For Derna was to 
be abandoned by the Army as part of the plan to concentrate the 
few remaining troops in Tripolitania rather than in Cyrenaica. 

By the end of November many of the families were already on 
the move to Tripoli by air and in mid-December the Battalion, 

TOBRUK-!Oth DECEMBER, 1957. 

Waiting to embark on IWT craft to be taken out to the DILWARA on the journey from D erna to Tripoli. 

leaving " D" Company as a rear party, set sail from Tobruk in 
the troopship Dilwara. After some anxious negotiations the advance 
party had secured G ialo Barracks on a somewhat li mited lease and 
thither the Battalion repaired on disembarkation. Once firmly 
established the old saying "possession is nine-tenths of the law " 
again proved itself and in fact the Battalion remained in possession 
of Gialo until the day of departure ten months later. Our successors 
have not, however, inherited the barracks, except for two companies 
which are going to move in on a temporary basis. They are then to 
be handed back to the Libyans. 

TRIPOLI 

A battalion move, particularly when the period of tenure is to 
be less than a yea r in the new location, is a very unsettling business 
in many ways. Every aspect of the battalion life is a ffected to some 
degree and in many cases a start from scratch has to be made. 

The change from Derna was, however, a welcome one and the 
Batta lion quickly settled down in its new surroundings, which were 
on the whole more congenial, civilised and less isolated than hitherto. 
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DERNA 
ALY HENSHIR, Mutasserif of Derna, taking the salute at the march past of tbe 1st Bn. after the 

Service of Remcmberance, lOth November, 1957. 

The Battalion having no internal security commitment, since the 
stationing of British troops in Libya is by treaty with the Libyan 
Government, cou ld turn its attention to training a nd normal 
regimental life with little fear of interruption. Nevertheless, the 
nine-months in Tripoli turned out to be very busy ones with major 
events of one sort or ano ther following in quick succession. T he 
Iraq crisis and the impending move in the autumn both imposed an 
unsettling atmosphere on the establ ished programme ; added to 
which the comings and goings of officers and men, which is so much 
a feature of modern regimental soldiering, ensured that li fe was 
never static or humdrum for more than a week or two at a time. 

Training 

The Battalion did not form part of a field force and its main 
purpose in being where it was could not be put much higher than 
" showing the flag ". Added to which, to the manpower-starved 
establishments around us, the appeara nce in their midst of several 
hundred riflemen seemed specially provided by Providence to fi ll 
all those odd j obs, which multiply in a peace-time garrison. 
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Fortunately for us a training task of considerable interest and 
importance appeared early in the year. The task consisted of making 
the Battalion completely mobile in Landrovers and trai lers and 
carrying out an exercise on th is basis in late July. With th is exercise 
as our main theme for the summer we set about the usual sequence 
of individual and section tra ining, field firing and just for good 
measure a pa rade for H.M. The Queen's Birthday as well. 

Field Firing 

The section and platoon field fi ring in May at Tarhuna, sixty 
miles south-east of Tripoli, provided a pleasant and useful interlude. 
A battalion camp was established to which the Compan ies went in 
turn for an eight-day period each. Situated under trees a long the 
banks of the only stream in Tripolitania, the camp also boasted a 
swimming pool, in fact a spring-fed irrigation tank, and thus pro­
vided a pleasant a lternative to some very hot days on the training 
areas. 

The latter provided excellent scope for every type of firing, 
though as it was harvest time the local population at times presented 
a hazard. The local Arabs knew the danger limits of the various 
weapons to within a few feet and frequently preferred to risk their 
lives rather than their crops. The wooden targets represented a 
valuable source of firew,ood and frequently disappeared within 
minutes of the firing ceasing. On one such occasion a platoon attack 
breasted the top of a hill to find its targets disappearing at the 
double on the backs of several Arabs. With one umpire indicating 
some remaining targets with shouts of" There they are, shoot them 
quick" and another, seeing the Arabs, shouting "Cease fire ", 
the next few moments were qui te exciting. The Arabs were, however, 
quite unperturbed by the resulting fusillade and fortunately were 
unhurt. 

The Queen's Birthday Parade 

On return from field training towards the end of May the 
Battalion turned its attention to preparing fo r the parade, which 
was now barely three weeks a head. Since the parade was to take 
much the same form as the Bicentenary Parade in 1955 a t Win­
chester there was much to be done if a similar standard was to be 
obtained. 

We were fortunate in having Major R. M. Parker, Adjutant of 
the 1st Battalion in 1955, again available to direct the daily parades 
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which led up to the fina l day. lt must be here said that the un­
doubted success of the final parade was due in no small measure to 
the combined and expert efforts of Major Parker and the R.S.M., 
W.O.I. G. Shreeve. 

The rehearsals as time went on were not without incident. The 
problem of getting all the officers to salute simultaneously was 
overcome ; the persistent flies were combatted by an issue of insect 
repellent and the spraying of the square. One of the District staff 
suggested posting a particula rly smelly member of the sanitary 
squad in rear to attract the flies from the ranks ; in the event this 
was not fou nd necessary. On the last but one rehearsal the whole 
Battalion was on the move for the double march past when a 
squadron of American jet fighters flew slowly overhead. We nor­
mally halt on double beats by the drum, but no sound from the 
Band could penetrate the appalling roar of the jets and only the 
parade ground wall slowed the rapid advance of the massed Battalion 
to an uneasy double mark-time. As the planes receded we realised 

QUEEN' S BIRTHDAY I'ARADE-Tripoli, 12th June, 1958 

The feu-de-joie. The officer is Capt. Shelley. 
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that the Band had stopped playing and we too, individually and 
breathlessly, finally became motionless. Capt. C. J. Adami, com­
plete in morni ng su it and " tarbush " , represented the Wali of 
T ripoli at the dress rehearsal so realistically that he drew from a 
senior member of the District staff a doffed hat and a low bow. 

On the J 2th June the parade in honour of Her Majesty's Birthday 
took place on the square of Azzizia Barracks, Tripoli. It was 
a ttended by about 3,000 spectators, which included the whole of 
the Foreign Diplomatic Corps in Libya. The inspection and Salute 
was taken by H.E. the British Ambassador escorted by the District 
Commander, Brigadier G. La ing, c.B.E. 

In spite of the difficulties imposed by a small parade ground 
and the hot weather the Battalion carried out a march past in line, 
a double past, a feu-de-joie in conjunction with a 2 1-gun salute by 
25-pounder field guns, three cheers for Her Majesty, a march off in 
threes and numerous salutes. The speed and precision with which 
all these movements were carried out, coupled with the smartness 
and steadiness of the troops drew much praise from the large body 
of spectators. 

Particular mention must be made of the Band under Band­
master E. Jeanes and the Bugles, once again under that veteran 
bugler, Bugle-Major R. Silver. Dressed in No. 3 Dress (white) they 
provided the essential background of music and pageantry, which 
set the seal to the whole parade. Taking the time for many of our 

QUEEN 'S BIRTHDAY PARADE-Tripoli, 12th June, 1958. 

Band and Bugles-Bandmaster Jeanes is conducting and Bugle Major Silver is standing in front. 
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drill movements direct from the Band a nd Bugles meant that a 
large responsibility for the success of the parade rested on the 
Bandmaster and Bugle Major. They did not fail us. 

This parade was undoubtedly the highl ight of the Ba ttalion's 
tour in Tripoli , bringing great credit to the R egi ment itse lf and 
doing much to ass ist in ma intaining British pres tige locally. After 
the parade a message was received th rough diplomatic channels in 
which Her Majesty expressed her pleas ure at the success of the 
parade a nd complimented the Ba ttalion on its achievement. 

Mobile Training 
With the Queen's Birthday P arade safe ly behind us we again 

turned our attention to training, but this time with the mobile 
theme already mentioned. With only six weeks to go before the 
main exercise, which the Commander-in-Chief was expected to 
a ttend, we had a lot to do. In that short time we had to reach a 
motor battalion standard of training virtually from scratch a nd 
in addition study an enti re ly new tact ical conce pt. The new tasks 
and problems as a lways, however, provided everyone with a welcome 
incentive and good results were soon forthcoming. After some all­
too-short periods of company training and a th ree-day battalion 
exercise, the latter a 200-mile sortie into the desert, the Battalion 
was ready for the final exercise. 

BATTALIO N EXE RCISE " DRY RUN "-South of Tarhuna, July 1958. 

Some of the Battalion vehicles formed up for a practice parade for the Commander-in-Chiefs inspection. 
(The inspection never took place.) 
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This, alas! never took place. The Jraq crisis required that the 
vehicles, on which we depended for our mobil ity, be sent elsewhere 
a nd the exercise was cancelled at the eleventh hour. We can say, 
however, that our work was not wasted. The experience gained 
during the t ra ining, much of which was based on ou r knowledge of 
motor battalion work, has been put on paper and may prove of 
value to others in these days when much thought is being given to 
the problem of infantry mobility in a future war. 

With our main training behind us a nd the numbers in the Batta­
lion getting painfully low, we again turned our a ttention to the 
rifle ra nges. Agai n wi th time against us, for th e advance party was 
due to leave on 24th .September, the Companies started to train 
their tea ms for the Company Shield and H opton Cup. Bo th the 
King George a nd R oyal I rish were a lso shot off early in September. 
But more a bout the rifle shooting la ter on. 

It was shortly afte r the training season ended that Captain T. 
Jones, our M.O. , left us on demobilisation. He had been with the 
Battalion for fifteen months a nd was universa lly li ked and respected 
by everyone, the families included. 

Desert Expeditions 

With so many other events on the progra mme it was not easy 
to fit in many exped itions into the interesting hinterland, wh ich lies 
to the south of Tripoli. We could not hope to emulate anything so 
a mbitious as M ajor T . E . St. Aubyn's expedi t ion to th e Ti besti 
Mountains of 1957. Nevertheless a fairly a mbitio us trip into the 
desert with El Gatrun as its southern te rminus was o rganised by 
Captain 1. G raha me early in the year. A deta iled account of his 
adventures appears elsewhere in the Chronicle. Several smaller 
part ies ma naged to escape in August a nd found their way down to 
G hadames, " the pearl of the Sahara" according to the Italian 
tourist blurb, o r south-east to Beni U lid and Bir Dufan. 

" Sea of Sand " 

Throughout the summer the Battalion gave a varying degree of 
assistance to the Tempean F ilm Company, who were on location in 
T ripoli shooting the film "Sea of Sand " . The fi lm is based on the 
war-time explo its of the Long Ra nge Desert Group and bo th men 
and vehicles from the Battalion took part. 2/Lieut. W. E. Barry 
and some 25 men were involved at various times and those who 
had actual parts to play were soon the proud possessors of real 
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L.R.D.G. beards. C.S.M. Lennox made himself useful as military 
adviser on such points as how to brew on a petrol fire and the 
sartorial fashions of 1942. 2/Lieut. Barry's ca reer as a fi lm star 
was brought to an end by demobilisation, which entailed a premature 
film death to cover his absence from the remainder of the fi lm . A 
use for the Batta lion's a ncient White Half-Tracks was at last fo und ; 
they were employed alternatively as German armoured cars and 
for pulling the F ilm Company's vehicles out of the soft sand. 

The world premiere of the film was held at the Gaumont T heatre, 
Leicester Square on 23rd October, 1958- Alamein Day- and 
among the audience was 2/Lieut. Barry and some eight Riflemen 
who took part ; a party of Riflemen f rom the Depot also a ttended 
in uniform to add colour to the proceedings and emphasise the point 
that there is still some glamour to be had from " soldiering with the 
Green Jackets " ! 

A short account is given elsewhere in this volume. 

Visits 

Like Derna, Tripoli seemed to provide an irresistible a ttraction 
to visitors of all kinds. Throughout our nine months we were to 
see everyone from generals to a rchaeologists. The departing 
Commander-in-Chief was greeted at the a irport on 3rd January by 
a Guard of H onour, found by C Company commanded by Major 
C. A. Humphreys, and the Band. The new Commander-in-Chief, 
Lieut.-General Sir Roger Bower, found time to visit us in February 
and again in September ; on both occasions he lunched in the 
Officers' Mess after a visit to the Sergeants' Mess. The September 
lunch was a success at the time, but the after-effects were disastrous 
for everyone-the N.A. A.F.I. fish being to bla me. 

Our most popular visitor of the year was of course our Colonel 
Commandant, who arrived with Lady Miller in April for a ten-day 
visit. During their stay they saw most aspects of Battalion life 
from Batta lion parades to cocktail parties and in addition put in 
some extensive sightseeing both inland and along the coast. We 
hope they enjoyed their visit as much as we enjoyed having them 
with us. 

The Royal Navy a lso found Tripoli a congenia l spot to visit 
and hardly a month went by without some units, either large or 
small, putting in an appearance. Their arrival invariably sparked 
off a round of official and unofficial parties and spor ts events. The 
former were apt to play havoc wi th our livers and the training 

f 

'l 

r 

1ST BATTALION 

VISIT OF C.·in·C. M.E.L.F. LT.·GEN. SIR ROGER BOWER, 
TO TH E BN.- 23rd SEPT. , 1958-TRIPOLJ. 

Gen. Bower talking to Bgr. Cheesewright. The other Buglers from right to left arc 
Clarke, Jones, Bracey and Burch. Bugle Major Silver is stand ing beh ind Gen. Bower. 

'Part ly hidden are Lt.·Col. H ope and R.S.M. Shreeve. 
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programme (for some reason a few days or even hours notice of 
arrival was regarded as adequate) ; however, tha nks to the opening 
of the otherwise sealed coffers of D istrict H eadquarters on these 
occasions our pockets did not suffer in proportion. 

The Marine Commando Brigade from Malta also made various 
landings on our shores for which we provided the " enemy " on one 
occasion and some hospitality at other times. On another occasion 
the arrival by air of pa rt of the " Fire Brigade " from England again 
gave us the opportunity to practise as "enemy". It was interesting 
to o bserve the reactions of the bewildered and battledressed soldiery, 
who a few hours before had been in E ngla nd, being invited to pursue 
some active R iflemen disguised as " bandits " through the sand 
dunes ot Tripolitania. 
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Among the various places that parties of Riftem~n were take.n 
to visi t in Tripoli, two stand out. They were the Umted States Atr 
Force a t Wheelus F ield a nd the Libyan Government Expenmental 
Farm at Sidi Mesri. Wheelus is a vast place ; about 14,000 Americans 
and their fam ilies are based there and it is a lleged to be the largest 
U.S.A.F. a irfield outside the United States. Jt was most interesting 
and had everything, including an 18-hole golf course with a ~co~tish 
professional. The Experi mental Farm was equally interest1~g 111 a 
more bucolic way and the unfailing attractio n for the Rtftemen 
(and the Officers) was the demonstration of artificia l insemination. 

Fairs 
There were two events which come under this heading, which 

are worthy of record. 

On Easter Sunday, 6th April, all the fun of the Fair came to the 
square of Gialo Barracks and the Riflemen, as ~!ways on .such 
occasions, turned out in force to ~ample the van ous attractwns. 
The sideshows were varied a nd ingenio us. H .Q. Company' s 
" Niagara Falls " drew spectators all afternoon and as the accuracy 
improved the victims under the bucket got wetter and wetter .. When 
2/Lieut. W. E. Barry took his seat under the bucket (deta1led by 
his O.C. Company as the profits were going to Company Funds), 
a positive volley of balls followed- result a very wet Ba rry. The 
Officers' Mess staff ran the coco-nut shy, Cpl. Dimery the roll-a­
penny board, the stables produced a " p~g, judgi.ng the. we~gh~ of" 
and the Signals Platoon revived that hornd machme whtch mdtcates 
the shakiness of your hand by a ringing bell. 

The highlight of the a fternoon was, however, the donkey races. 
Once round the Mess and back was the course and many were the 
expedients used to induce the steeds to adopt a reason.able pace. 
The eventual winner of the final on a small donkey wtth a large 
Arab behind it, plus large stick, was Rfn. Davis, the Officers' Mess 
cook. The bookies, Honest (?) Jim Radclyffe a nd his clerk Sgt. 
Cherry, did a brisk business, but some preferred to put their mone~, 
and their trust, on the Tote run by Major R. V. S. Moon and hts 
pay staff. 

In September the Ladies' Club organised a very successful Fete, 
again in the barracks, with the object of ra ising funds for future 
activities. 

Centred round the Sergeants' Mess, the patio of which had been 
turned into " Ye Olde Tea Shoppe" by Mrs. Grout (to the horror 
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of some of the living-in members), the variety of attrac tions a nd 
g~od~ for sale drew a satisfactory crowd from all parts of the 
Dtstnct. The sale of work displayed ma ny very high quality examples 
of handwork done by the wives themselves and did a brisk trade all 
the afternoon. The bottle stall (the winning of a bottle was guaran­
teed) sold its tickets in the first half hour, as too were the tickets for 
the " name the doll " event. Those who braved the fortune teller's 
den reported a n atm osphere more reminiscent of a p ub than a 
gypsy tent. As a result C.S.M. Lennox did not make as much 
money as had been expected ! 

Anyway, a thoroughly enjoyable a fternoon was spent by a ll 
those who came a nd the ha ndsome profit of £94 reflected the hard 
work a nd enterprise displayed by Mrs. Hope, her committee and 
all those who had done so much work to make the Fete the success 
it was . 

Death of Major Darwin 

A ll those who knew him will be deeply grieved to hear of the 
death of Major R. J. A. D arwin. H e was struck by an Arab-d riven 
car whilst out on training with his Company (" D " Company) on 
23rd June, and died that night without regaining consciousness. A 
Memorial Service was held in the Garrison Church on 26th June 
and the funeral took place at his home in Aldborough Yorkshire 
on 4th July. The sympathy of the whole Regiment is 'extended t~ 
his wife, Pamela, and his two children, Sarah and Caroline. 

RETURN HOME 
As th is edition of the Chronicle goes to press the J st Battalion 

is. once again on the move, this time to Abercorn Barracks, Bally­
kmJer, Northern Ireland, where it hopes to remain for the next 
two years. 

It will be the beginning of a new phase of the R egiment's life in 
several ways. The change from overseas to home establishment is 
always a testing one, bringing with it the usual changes in officers 
and men, drafts to be a bsorbed, a new way of Jiving a nd new tasks. 
Lieut.-Colonel H. A. Hope leaves us in February on retirement with 
a "golden bowler". He has borne the brunt of two years of 
unsettled and often frustrating regimental soldiering in the Middle 
East a nd we shall indeed be sorry to see him go. Particularly sad is 
the fact that someone of his a bility and experience should be lost 
to the Regiment and the Army at a time when firm opinions and 
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1st. Bn. (H.Q. Coy.) embarking on H.M.T. Devonshire at Tripoli, 21st October, 1958. 

straight talking a re a t a premi um . Let us all wish him the best of 
good fortune. 

Lieut.-Colonel T. Acton of the Rifle Briga~e takes over the 
Battalion in February. This event will once ~g~111 mar_k the _close 
association of our two Regiments, an assoc1at10n ~h1ch w1ll be 
cemented by the adoption of a common ~ap _badge m No~~~ber 
1958. Those who served in the 2nd Battahon m Germany, m~t1ally 
commanded by Lieut.-Colonel Douglas-Pennant then holding a 
Lieutenant-Colonelcy in the Rifle Brigade, will reme~ber the many 
fine achievements obtained by the successful blendmg of th~ ~wo 
Regiments at a ll levels. We look forward to the revival of a s1m1lar 
spirit under our new Colonel. 

THE SERGEANTS' MESS 
On arrival in Tripoli in December 1957 there was little time to 

arrange anything before Christmas, but Band':laster Jeanes and 
his committee organised a most successful Chnstmas J?raw. _We 
a lso held a New Years' Eve Ball, which was not so good as_m prevwus 
years. Th.is was followed by a House-warming Dance m January. 
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A lso during January we were swamped by the Petty Officers from 
H . M.S. Ranpura for a period of five days. They were "very strong 
on the ground " in Motor Battalion parlance and some were on 
the ground li terally. On successive evenings we carefully loaded 
28, 56, 97, 25, and finally 83, merry naval types on to three-tanners 
and whisked them safely through the gate. Sgt. Palmer, the Cook 
Sergeant, and Sgt. Mitchell, the Mess Caterer, were kidnapped on 
t he final eveni ng and only escaped by a last-minute j ump from the 
Liberty Boat as it pulled away. We would all welco me a nother 
Naval cou rtesy visit ! 

T he Rifle Ball , which was a lso our Farewell Ball, was held on 
13th September. At the Rifle Meeting on the previous day Sgt. 
Cherry won the Kennedy Trophy and Sgt. Stitson was awarded the 
wooden spoon. 

As usual mem bers have been joining and leaving a lmost con­
tinuously throughout the year. Am ong those rejoin ing us has been 
Bugle Major Silver, whom we all hope will remain for many more 
years. Four of our members have been selected to joi n the 1st Green 
Jackets (43rd and 52nd) and will be disembarking when H.T. 
Devonshire calls at Cyprus on our way home. We will be most 
sorry to see them go as they have all been excellent mess members. 

DERNA-NOVEM BE R, 1957-Some of the W.O.s, C/Sgts. and Sgts. who were on the fin al Church Parade at Derna. 
Left to right : C/Sgt. Weldon, Sgt. Fee, C.S.M . Sanderson, Sgt. Barwick . C/Sgt. Solomons, Sgt. Cromarty, 

C.S.M. Harvey and R.S. M. Shreeve 
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RIFLE SHOOTING 

During the second half of 1957 the main event in the shooting 
world was the Cyrenaica District Rifle Meeting in October. This 
took place in Benghazi, where the Battalion won all the team 
~vents quite easily against light opposition. Sgt. H ackett won the 
Individual Rifle Cha mpionship with C.S. M. Sanderson second. 
C.S.M . Sanderson and C./Sgt. Solomon won the Individual L.M.G. 
Pairs Competition. At the same time several of the non-central 
matches were completed . All the Companies put in a team to shoot 
the Hopton Cup and II Platoon (" C" Company) had the best 
score of 187 with l Platoon ("A" Company), scoring 181. In March 
1958 it was announced that 11 Pla toon had won the Hopton Cup 
a nd 1 Platoon had come second. This was great news. Apart from 
the Hopton Cup the non-central results were overshadowed by the 
magnificent performances of the 2nd Battalion, nevertheless the 
Battalion was the winner abroad of the King George (coming 3rd 
in the whole competition) Royallrish and Queen Victoria Trophy. 
In D ecember the Battalion moved to Tripoli and settled down almost 
immedia tely to annual classificati on. Each rifle company spent a 
fortnight at R oms 75 miles away along the coast camping on the 
range, whilst " B " and H.Q. Companies classified at the nearby 
Magpie Range. The results were good considering the discomfort 
of the hard fi ring points. Over one quarter of the Battalion were 
Marksmen on the L.M.G. and well over half were Marksmen or 
1st Class on the rifle. Next year the new classification course will 
be fired for the first time. 

The Battalion and D istrict Rifle Meetings followed classification 
and they were both shot off on the Libyan Army Range near 
Tripoli. Sgt. Hackett won the Strafer Gott Trophy in the Battalion 
Meeting and "C" Company won the Inter-Company Team 
Competition. 

The District Rifle Meeting was again a walk-over for the Batta­
lion. The inter-unit team competition was competed for by minor 
units and the first five p laces were taken by the five companies in 
the Battalion with " D " Company just beating " C" Company to 
win. The Rhino Trophy, commemorating lOth Armoured Division, 
was easily won by the representative 60th teams coming 1st and 2nd 
respectively. 

The first three places in the Individual Rifle Championships 
were taken by Cpls. Edwards, Leekham and Rawlings. 2/Lt. 
Steward and C./Sgt. Solomon won the L.M.G. pairs and Sgt. Smith 

1ST BATTALION 35 

the Sten competiti on. We are now shooting off the 1958/ 59 non­
central matches and sinc.e August have completed five Hopton Cup 
teams, five C?mpany Sh1eld teams, the Machine Gun, King George 
and R~yallnsh C~ps ;, the best Hopton Cup score was 174 by the 
MortaL Platoon ( D Company). The Company Shield results 
have been enc~uragi1:g and the King George and Royal Ir ish 
teams both obtamed !ugh scores. The Officers just fa iled to beat the 
Sergeants' score though they managed to get 60 more points on the 
day of the shoot off than they ever got in practice. 

The Young Soldiers' and 1st Army Cup will be shot in I reland 
where not only wi ll there be some young soldiers to choose from, 
but also a range on the doorstep. 

ATHLETICS 

. Owing to training. commitments the various athletic meetings 
had to be cram med mto a short period. Companies held their 
meeti~gs in the middle of May, when they could be fitted in, and the 
Battal1on Meeting had to be held only two days after the last 
company returned from field fi ring a t Tarhuna. Nevertheless the 
performances ":'ere well above average, even witho ut the tra ining, 
and we had h1gh hopes that we might do well in the District 
Championships. 

As always there were two or three gladia tors winning several 
events and It was only by restricting the number they could enter 
for that a well-balanced team was produced. 

ln the Battalion Meeting our P.T.I., Sgt. O' Nei ll , A.P.T.C. , was 
a worthy winner of the " Victor Ludorum ", having won the Di scus 
and 440 Yards and come 2nd in the Shot. "C" Company easily 
won the Inter-Company Athletic Shield. 

The District Championships followed a week la ter. There were 
five entr~n~s-6 Roya~ Ta~ks, ~·A:·F. Idris, two teams representing 
the remammg troops m Tnpolitama, and the Battalion. At the end 
of the day we had swept the board, winning outright all but one of 
the tr~ck and two of the field events. There are so many in an 
athletic team that not all can be mentioned, but special tribute must 
be paid to Sgt. O'Neill for creating a new District discus record 
2/L!eut. Nelson (Javelin), Cpl. Moseley and 2/Lieut. Steward 
sprmts), L./Cpl. Baber (Three Miles) and Cpl. Carter .(One Mile), 

The season ended with a three-cornered match between the 
Italians, American Airforce and British Army which was won by 
the latter. We provided several members of the Army team. 
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BOXING 

Tripolitania District Open Individual Boxing Championships 

The Battalion entered eight fo r th is competition. We expected 
stronger opposition than we had experienced in Derna and therefore 
trained hard for a month beforehand. 

Two of our boxers, Bgr. Rigby (H .Q. Company) and Rfn. 
Langley ("A" Company) drew byes to the fina ls and the other 
six all boxed in the semi-finals in Azzizia Gymnasium on 27th 
February, 1958. Any i llusions we may have. had . about stror:g 
opposition were soon dispelled. All ou r semr-finalrsts won therr 
bouts, so on Saturday, 1st March, we had all our boxers in the 
finals. 

Rfn. Langley ("A" Company) was an unlucky loser in the 
featherweight contest. H is hard punch ing might have decided the 
match on two occasions had not the referee stopped the bout to 
wa rn the crowd for being over enthus.iastic. H is opponent was 
given time to recover and went on to win on points .. Rfn. Kermarrec 
("A" Company) boxed i.nte!ligently to .beat an-expene~ced.R.A.O.C. 
Sergeant. Although wrnmng on pornts Kermarrec s nght hand 
shook Sgt. Harris on half a dozen occasions. 

In an all 60th light welter final L. /Cpl. Mitchell (" D " Company) 
landed some good blows on Rfn. H olt (" B " Company) to K.O. 
him in the first round. 

Both Bgr. Rigby (H. Q. Company) and Rfn. Allen (" D " Com­
pany) won on first round K.O.s, the latter lifting his oppone~t o,ff 
the ground with a perfect right-hand punch. As usual Rigby s 
opponent lasted less than two minutes. 

L./Cpl. Adams (" D " Company) used his stra ight left to slo~ 
down Sgmn. Davis and K.O.'d him in the sec~nd round. Rf~. Zanelh 
("A" Company), although forsaking the skil~ he. used agamst Cpl. 
Osmand, wore down his opponent and beat lum 111 the thud round. 

RESULTS 

Featherweight - Runner-up, Rfn. La ngley ("A" Coy.), on points. 
Lightweight - Winner, Rfn. Kerrnarrec ("A" Coy.), on points. 
Light Welterweight - Winner, Rfn. Mitchell (" D " Coy.), K.O. , 1st round. 
Light Welterweight - Runner-up, Rfn. Holt (" B " Coy.). 
Welterweight - Winner, Bgr. Rigby (H.Q. Coy.), K.O., 1st round. 
Light Middleweight - Winner, L./Cpl. Adams (" D " Coy.), K.O., 2nd round. 
Light H eavyweight - Winner, Rfn. Allen (" D " Coy.), K.O., I st round. 
Middleweight - Winner, Rfn. Zanelli ("A" Coy.), R.S.F., 3rd round. 
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HOCKEY 

The hockey season was split into two by the move from Derna 
to Tripoli. At Derna the heavy seasonal rains in November made 
little play possible, but at T ripoli we were lucky enough to hav~ a 
good tarmac grou nd in our barracks. Owing to the lack of maJOr 
units very few games could be arranged for the Batlalion team, but 
Company teams took part in the District Mi nor League. Although 
the standard of p lay at Company level improved considerably, we 
were not strong enough for the experienced district teams and most 
Companies ended up in the second half of the league. 

An interesting District Six-a-Side Competition was organised 
at Easter ; H.Q. Company did well to get into the semi-final, only 
to be beaten by R.A .F. Jdris, the eventual winners. 

Two Battalion games were played. The first one, against H.M.S. 
Ranpura, we lost ; the second game was a first-class one against 45 
Ma rine Commando from Malta. l n this match the 60th team, 
strengthened by Major Darwin and Captain Guy, p layed extremely 
well to win 3-l. The Second X[ drew with the Commando 2nd 
1- 1. Unfortunately a projected return game was scotched by the 
hasty departure of the Commando to Malta due to Mr. Mintoff's 
intransigence. 

The outstanding player of the side was Cpl. Gibson (" D . " 
Company) whose speed and clever stick p lay got him a crop of 
goals. Others who continued to give yeoman service were R.S.M. 
Shreeve (still deceptively fast and vocal) and Major M oon, our 
Paymaste r, who is a reliable back. 

The l nter-Company League games produced some keen and 
da ngerous play. Three teams, H.Q., " C " and " D " Companies, 
all won and lost the same number of games, but the first place was 
taken by " D " Company on their goal average, followed by H .Q. 
and " C " respectively. 

FOOTBALL 

The football season started in Derna with inter-Company 
matches and Battalion and League matches incorporating the three 
Ara b teams. The League provided some good fo otball, one of the 
Arab teams maintaining a record of being unbeaten throughout 
The Inter-Company Football League was incorporated into the 
Derna one, to enable the competition to be completed before we 
moved to Tripoli. 
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" B " Company won the Inter-Company Competition by beating 
each of the remaining Companies. On a rrival in Tripoli the four 
Companies entered for the Tripoli tania District Minor Units League 
and th~ Battali?n entered the Major Units Knock-Out Competition. 
The Mmor Uruts League turned out to be a very formidabl e affair 
as some .units, in spite of being two or three hundred strong wer~ 
only findmg one team. The Companies on the whole were therefore 
unable to hold their own in a great many of the matches, although 
they played some good football. 

The Battalion team was not a success th is season. In spite of 
Sgt. Cherry's efforts to tra in and manage i t, there was no first-class 
material on which to build a team and they were constantly beaten 
by the other major units in the District. 

I~ is to be hoped that next season in Northern lreland it may be 
possible to find one or two first class players on which to mould our 
team. 

An Inter-Platoon and Department League was operating from 
December to April. This provided football for the majority of the 
Battalion and although the ground a llocated to the Barracks was 
very sandy and uneven, there was considerable enthusiasm shown. 
It was won by 10 Platoon(" C " Company) with 14 Platoon(" D " 
Company) runners-up. 

CRICKET 

When the season started in May many of the more enthusiastic 
~ricketers wondered whether the beach offered greater attractions 
m the heat of the afternoon. To begi n with it was very hot indeed 
but the cri.cketers soon became acclimatised. 

Tripoli offers a limited assortment of cricket grounds. The 
wickets are either matting on concrete, or rubber composition on a 
sand base, whilst the outfields may be desert, concrete or in one 
case grass. The nearest and most accessible ground was of course 
the square and it was there that the Battalion played most of its 
games. Since there have been only two major units in the District 
inter-unit competitions have been organised on a minor unit basis' 
with a league in the firs t half of the season followed by a knock-out i~ 
the latter half. For these competitions the Battalion entered three 
teams, from H .Q. Company, "A" and " B " Companies, and 
"C" and " D " Companies respectively. They were all fa irly 
strong .down to number six, when the talent faded rather abruptly 
The tail-enders, however, proved the merits of their indi vidual tech­
niques on several occasions. 
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l n the league competitions "A" and " B " Companies team 
defeated the renowned R .A.F. ldris side, much to the delight of the 
60th spectators. This victory was mainly due to the efforts of Captain 
McCausland and 2/Lieut. Stevens, who, between them, bowled 
out the opposition and made the majority of the 31 runs required 
to wi n. In the Knock-out Competition " C" and" D" Companies 
team defeated "A" and " B " in the semi-final , but were narrowly 
defeated in the final by the avengeful R .A.F. in a most 
exciting match. Both Cpl. Gibson and Lieut. Gurney batted wi th 
distinction, whilst Cpl. Rawlings and Cpl. Smith were mainly 
responsible for dismissing the R.A.F. so cheaply for 67 runs. 

Within the Battalion the Company League Competition began 
in August. Companies played each other once and after some 
exciting games " C" and " D " Companies tied for first place. All 
matches were played on the square and there was a limit of thirty 
overs for each team. 

Surprisingly enough there were few high scores considering the 
high scoring rate of the ground. With the exception of a century by 
Major Humphreys fo r "C" Company against "B" Company, 
very few batsmen made over 50 runs. 

It was unfortunate that the cricket was limited to minor units, 
as the 60th could field a really strong team fit to play the average 
club side in England. Only in the last match of the season did we 
field our first team against Brigadier Laing's XI, representing the 
Rest of Tripoli, and it was most satisfying to see the Battalion win 
so easily. The team and scores were as follows : 

Major Humphreys, Captain Guy, Captain McCausland, Lieut. 
G urney, 2/Lieuts. Nelson and Steward, Cpls. Gibson and Rawlings 
Rfn. Dunn and Day. 

1 K.R.R.C., 130 ; Etceteras, 50 (Capt. McCausland, 4 for 21, 
Cpl. Rawlings, 4 for 11). 

It was a satisfactory season with plenty of cricket for those who 
enjoy it ; nevertheless, the majority wi ll be delighted to return to a 
grass wicket next year. 

SWIMMING 

Swimming in all its forms has been as popular as ever this 
year. The facil ities a re excellent in Tripoli, with beaches all round 
and a 33 metre fresh water pool. The most popular beach has been 
that at the Piccola Capri N.A.A.F.I. Club, where al most any after­
noon you could find half the Battalion and most of the fami lies. The 
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pool in Azzizia Barracks has been used to tra in our swimming team 
and to play a certain amount of water polo. 

The Battal ion Swimming M eeting was held on 23rd August in 
the Azzizia Pool. The standard of swimming was high and we were 
treated to some excellent races. The overall winners were, for the 
second year running, " B " Com pany, who had a very strong team 
well trained by Captain McCausland . There was a close struggle 
for second place between " D " and " A" Companies, which " D " 
Company won as a resul t of the last race of the afternoon. Some good 
performances were put up- Rfn. Nouch (" D " Company) won both 
the 100 M etres Backstroke a nd the 200 Metres Freestyle, Cfn. 
Bailey (" B " Company) won the 100 M etres Free style and came 
2nd in the 200. The best race of the afternoon was the Medley 
Relay which was wo n by B Company. The Nouch brothers (one 
in " A" and the other in " D " Company) both swam the last free­
style leg for their Companies ; " A" Company having sta rted with 
about a two-yard lead, lost by two feet after a most exciting race. 
The Diving was won by Sgt. O'N eill, A .P.T.C., with Rfn. O'Hara 
(" D" Company) 2nd. 

In the District Individual Meeting and the Inter-Unit Meeting 
we were up against very strong competiti on from R .A.F. Jdris. 
However, a little spying with a stop watch on the R .A.F. Meeting 
by the Swimming Officer told us that, a lthough our best strings were 
not as good as theirs, our 3rd and 4th were far better . So it turned 
out, and though we did not win any individua l titles we won the 
D istrict Inter-Unit by a whisker, due to a better balanced team a nd 
an excellent training programme run by Sgt. O'Neill. This victory 
was celebrated by the team throwing the Swimming Officer, Captain 
Leach, fully clothed into the pool, to th e astonishment of some of 
the spectators. 

The season ended with a meeting between Tripoli District, the 
American Airforce at Wheelus Field, and the Libyan Police-held 
in the Americans Olympic' pool which had just been built. Tripoli 
District won quite easily and four members of the 60th took part­
A large number of spectators went up and had a very good after­
noon, a particular feature being the diving of the America n Lieut. 
Davis, who was 4th in the U.S. Championships las t year. 

SADDLE CLUB AND POLO 
Before leaving Cyrenaica we sent two polo teams for final 

matches against 6 Royal Tanks at Ba rce, who miraculously managed 
to have green grass on their polo field. Both teams won their 
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matches. After the game the ponies were sent to Benghazi, where 
they embarked in landing craft and sailed to Tripoli. 

In Tripoli 2/Lieut. Mitford-Siade and a small advance party 
built a very adequate stable in a disused house. This was near the 
polo fi eld- officially a new army air strip-which was sti ll being 
levelled out of virgin sand by R .E. graders. Later the ponies were 
moved into the a nnexe opposite our own barracks, which provided 
the best sta ble we have had in North Africa. 

We bought more ponies from the Bays, when they left T ripoli, 
and started the polo season with twelve ponies in our own stable 
and eight players. The T ripoli Army Saddle Club p roduced six or 
seven p layers who had their own ponies. We played twice or three 
times a week from February to October. Unfortuna tely there is no 
other polo nearer than Malta, so we have had to be content with a 
series of tournaments and matches amongst ourselves. The standard 
of play and the state of the field have both improved in the last 
three months and there have been some good fast games. 

L./Cpl. Cornish is probably the best striker in the Battalion and 
goes very hard, but he is apt to neglect his p lace in the team in his 
enthusiasm to smite the ball. Major Hump hreys, M aj or St. Aubyn, 
M ajor Curtis, Major Hills and Lieut. Gurney all played good games 
in some of the matches, Hills (who is liable to come unseated) 
using a unique and rather dangerous forehand stroke with some 
effect. Captain Eve started to play late in the season and is p icking 
the game up quickly. 

Apart f rom polo the club ponies have been used th roughout the 
summer fo r r iding lessons and hacking, and many Riflemen have 
become regular riders. A simple test was organised in Septem ber for 
some of the children, who had started from scratch and are now 
qui te com petent. 

It is fortu nate that the Royal I rish Fusiliers, who are relievi ng 
us in Tripoli, intend to keep polo going here, so we are able to pass 
on all o ur ponies, instead of having the fearful business of horse 
coping and breaking up the stable. lt has been a very successful year 
and we have had very good value from the Saddle Club. 

GAME SHOOTING 
The move from Derna serio usly interrupted the 1956/57 shooting 

season and the move from Tripoli had a similar effect on this 
season. 

A very promising variety of shooti ng was possible within reason­
able distances of D erna and by the time we left sandgrouse, duck, 
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partridges, hares and pigeon had a ll been recorded in the Mess gam~­
book. A passing oilman gave us our first report of sandgrouse m 
the Martuba area only 40 minutes car drive fro m the Mess. The 
four occasions the area was shot produced a total of just under 100 
birds. 

Partridges were widespread throughout the hilly area to the 
south and west of the town and could always be relied on to give 
p lenty of exercise .if not a great number of shots. The chanciness of 
getting to grips with these birds was well illustrated by the day when 
a bag of nine brace was shot in an hour as the result of one of the 
gun s in a car spotting a single bird by the roadside. The pursuit 
of this bird revealed the presence of five or six coveys a ll within 
qui te a small a rea. Bags of two or three brace were t he normal 
quota for an afternoon's shooting. 

For those who wished really to warm their guns there was 
always the pigeon hole near Cyrene. This enormous hole, some 
30 yards across and perhaps 300 feet deep, was the home of countless 
rock doves, which flighted in from about 4 p.m. onwards. The 
insertion of an occasional thu nderflash also produced a satisfactory 
ftight out from time to time. On these occasions bags of over 
100 pigeon with ha lf a dozen guns were common. 

l n Tripoli no shooting was available at the tail end of the season 
and our guns were put away until August, when on the 15th the 
sandgrouse and partridge season opened again. 

The main sandgrouse area was along the Wadi Zaret under the 
hills below Garian. Here on the opening day a party of seven guns 
killed 115 sandgrouse, having camped the night, after the three-hour 
trip south from T ripoli. A week later, still with seven guns, the bag 
was more than do ubled when 254 birds were shot. The final shoot 
on 31st August obtained 156 birds. 

The water in this wadi is a series of shallow pools connected by a 
thin trickle and is nearly a mile in length. Since it is the only open 
water in the whole of the Tripoli plain, the birds come every morning 
for their daily drink in many thousands. We identified four different 
breeds ; blackbellied, pintail, Senegalis and coroneted sandgrouse. 
The former came earliest to water and were in no great numbers, 
the latter three breeds were in about equal numbers. 

The Wadi Caam, east of Horns, a lso provided sandgrouse and 
some teal, but this area, being easily accessible to the local population, 
had been heavily shot. Only two moderate shoots had been obtained 
there before the first rains put an end to the sandgrouse shooting 
for another year. 
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Ballykinler promises to provide plenty of snipe and wild-fowling, 
though we shall be a little late on the ground this season. With the 
possibility of having a regimental shoot next season, the shooting 
members of the Battalion, including the R.S.M., can look forward 
to next year wi th pleasurable anticipation. 

DESERT EXPEDITION TO EL GATRUN 
March 1958 

MEMBERS OF TH E EXPEDITJON 
Capt. I. Grahame of Claverhouse 

C. J. Holroyd 
, E. T Jones, R .A.M.C. 

2nd/ Lieut. R. C. H . Eastwood 
C./Sgt. B. Rimmer 
Cpl. Ward 

Mark wick 
Heath, R.M. Commando 
Mitchell 

, Jones 
L./Cpl. Kris 

L./Cpl. Ford 
Rfn. King 

Johnson 
Beech 
Hatchard 

, Walters 
Cfn. Whitelaw, R.E.M.E. 
Rfn. Thompson 
, Orford 

Bgr. Cheesewright 

At 9 o'clock on the morning of 3rd March our convoy of two 
3-tonners and three Landrovers drove out of Gialo Barracks 
Tripoli, and headed east towards Horns and Misurata. All th~ 
vehicles were tigh tly packed with petrol, water, rations, sandchannels, 
med ical supplies, navigation equipment and all the other equipMent 
necessary for a 14-day expedition covering about 2,000 miles. 

The olive groves and ferti le coastal st rip were soon left behind, 
and gradually the country became more and more barren and 
uninhabited. On the second day a few gazelle a nd sandgrouse were 
seen, and we camped in the black basalt rock hills. These are 
volcanic rocks and nobody knows thei r history. On the third 
morning we had lunch near th e fi rst sand dunes, and a lot of photo­
graphs were taken of extraordinary rock formations nearby. On 
the afternoon of 5th March we arrived at Sebha, the capital of the 
Fezzan, and 6 l 6 miles from Tripoli. Here we replenished from the 
R.A.S.C. , who had kindly set up a dump for us, and spent the 
night near the old fort, a magnificent building inhabited until 
recently by the French Foreign Legion. 

On 6th March we left Sebha before breakfast and continued the 
journey south, motoring across fast "serir " (or gravel plain) . All 
the vehicles would go along in line abreast at 45 m.p.h. ; and then 
suddenly there wou ld be a belated " Didn' t see that one" from the 
driver as his vehicle hit a huge pothole or r ut. lt was bitterly cold 
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and there was a gale blowing over the high ground on which we were, 
so it was impossible to stop for breakfast. We munched our biscuits 
a nd drove on until 11.45 a.m., when we arrived at the oasis of 
Umm El Araneb. Here we had a good !ate breakfast and wash and 
shave in the shelter of some palm trees, and the inevitable crowd of 
small Arab boys appeared and sold us some eggs. However, we 
had made good progress, the vehicles were all going well , we were 
all feeling much better after a cup of Cpl. Ward's " hot, sweet and 
sickly ", so we decided to try and reach our goal that day. Very 
soon we came to the edge of the sand sea, which stretched for about 
10 miles. lt was .flat and looked easy, but we were soon doub.li ng 
from vehicle to vehicle wi th sand-channels and shovels. It was hot 
work, but great fun, and a can of beer half way across quenched our 
thirsts for the last bit. The 3-tonners found it rather difficult to start 
with, but they quickly got the idea of driving as fast as they could, 
and from then onwards it was plain sai li ng. The other side of the 
sand sea there was more serir, so it was line abreast again, but tlus 
time beer and lemonade were passed from the stores wagon to the 
others on the move as we passed to our destination. About 6 o'clock 
a long line of palm trees appeared on our right, and this was the 
north end of the El Gatrun oasis. We followed these down for about 
30 nli!es and then at sunset struck south-west through the palms 
and climbed up a very bad track to the fort in the village of El 
Gatrun. We went to bed that night very contented-802 nliles from 
Tripoli to El Gatrun at the expense of one puncture. 

Next morning breakfast was just being cleared up when the 
Mudir of the village appeared. We hurried ly gave him a bottle of 
squash as a present, and he gave us a goat (which we reckoned was 
a pretty fair exchange), and Cpl. M arkwick was soon sharpening 
his knife. 

We all went and visited the only three shops in the vi llage, and 
C./Sgt. Rimmer, Cpl. Markwick and Cpl. Ward were soon seen 
walking about in Arab hats. The local people were mostly Tebu 
tribesmen from the Tibesti, very negroid in appearance. They were 
as pleased to see us as they were relieved that we were not the 
French. During the war Gatrun was visited by English, French, 
Germans and Italians, but we were told that the English were much 
the most popular as they always had tea, whilst the others only 
had coffee. In the afternoon some of us went off in the Land rovers 
to see some ruined forts nearby, and on the way King very nearly 
buried his Landrover and crew in an enormous hole. From there 
we drove to another village five miles south of Gatrun called El 
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Bacchri . Th is was a larger and cleaner village than Gatrun but was 
not shown at a ll on most of the maps ; but this was not surprising 
as we were told that we were the first Englishmen ever to have visited 
it. One small gi rl who was drawing water when we arrived looked 
up, gave a piercing scream, and vanished. We were entertained with 
t~a,_ spiced bread and hard-boiled eggs, a nd felt very cramped with 
Sitting cross-legged when the time came to put on our shoes and 
leave. We ~ot back to camp !ate to find some cold risotto waiting 
for us, whtch had been cooked by 2/ Lieut. Eastwood. Some 
people said they enjoyed it, but it was noticeable that the rest of our 
r.ice was given away very qu ickly thereafter. 

The next day (8th March) was spent in sunbathing at Gatrun 
another tea-dt:inkit:g visi t t_o El Bacchri- where Captain Holroyd 
was seen was hmg hts hands 111 the water he was given to drink !- and 
a short trial of the sun-compass on the sand sea to the north with 
the Mudir's cha i-maker for a guide. This guide failed to find the 
cave drawings he was supposed to be showing us and got hopelessly 
lost. That evening a t Gatrun Captain Grahame showed everyone 
ho_w to use the sun-compass and briefed them for the next day's 
dnve to Mourzouk, 82 miles as the crow (or should one say vulture) 
flies, and 170 miles by the route the 3-tonners were to take. For 
supper that night we had goat stew, which tasted very good when 
"":ashed down with a little Hopleaf or Carlsberg. Cpl. Jones was 
gtven a second goat that day as a reward for being the Carter 
Paterson of Gatrun, but everyone was relieved when it was found 
to be dying the next morning, and it was hurriedly ki lled and given 
away. 

Next morni ng we all shook hands with everyone in the village 
and made a hasty exit before we could be given any more goats. The 
3-tonner party, under Captain Holroyd, Cpl. Mitchell and Cpl. 
Jones, left first and arr ived in Mourzouk the same evening, but not 
so the Landrover party ! 

The three Landrovers, driven by Rfn. King, Johnson and Beech, 
set off at 9 o'clock, and the sun-compass navigation was very easy 
for the first 27 miles where we drove over firm fiat sand. Then the 
sand-dunes came into sight, and it took us three hours to cover the 
next seven miles- heaving sand-channels, digging, going on a few 
yards, and then the same thing all over again. It was great fun and 
good exercise at first, but the language quickly got louder and 
fouler. M ost of the dunes ran from west to east, and we had to 
cross them in order to keep going in roughly the right direction. As 
we advanced so the dunes got higher and more razor-edged, and it 
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was very difficult to judge exactly where the crests were. A lot of 
them were misj udged, and the vehicle either got bogged in the 
sand before reaching the crest or flew off the crest and landed with 
a resounding smack on the reverse slope. 

It would have taken too long to recce each d une first, so most 
of the crests were taken " blind ", and it needed a lot of nerve and 
good vehicle sense to get over them. The drivers were magrtificent 
and improved thei r technique rapidly. Cpl. H eath drove Rfn. 
King's vehicle after the clutch was a lmost burnt out, 2/Lieut. 
Eastwood and R fn. Johnson drove the second Landrover, and 
C./Sgt. Rimmer took the wheel of the third. At 7 p.m. we stopped 
for the n ight, havi ng covered 16 back-breaking mi les of sand dunes 
in n ine hours. We went to bed early, tired but contented. 

We were off to an early start the next day and made better 
progress in the cool of the early morning. Each part of the route 
was selected more carefully, but this meant a greater loss of miles 
on the ground compared with the speedometer, and increasing 
difficulty in navigation. The progress in the morning was quite 
good and 15 miles were covered in five and a half hours. That 
morning we very nearly had a very serious accident. Cpl. Heath, 
with Captain Grahame, Captain Jones and Cpl. Markwick on board 
drove his Land rover at speed up a very steep dune and misjudged 
the crest. The vehicle took off like a bird and landed 22 feet away 
with three very frightened-looking faces peering down into nothing­
ness below them, Captain Jones, the front passenger, being thrown 
out in mid-flight and landing very heavily on the sand. He was 
knocked unconscious, but soon recovered after a stiff glass of gin 
and one of the few remaining cigarettes. 

Th roughout the afternoon the dunes got worse, but the drivers 
were increasing in skill and nerve and managed them beautifully. 
A solitary butterfly was seen in the afternoon, and one Rifleman was 
hear to remark, "--ing hell, we must be - - ing near some 
--ing land ! " After a further four miles in four hours we knew 
we were nearing the edge of the sand sea, but the dunes in the 
direction we were taking looked worse and worse, and vehicles and 
men were getting worn out. We sighted a wadi running east about 
6 o'clock and hoped it would bring us out of the sand sea to the 
east of Mourzouk. We covered 20 restful miles in an hour and 
the dunes to the north now looked easier, but it was getting dark 
so we camped for the second night under the lee of a big sand dune. 
Although we knew we were almost out of the sand sea, water and 
petrol were running very low, so we rationed each man to one 
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bottle of water that evening- and all of us could well have drunk a 
gallon and sti ll felt thi rsty-with a refi ll the following morning to 
last for the whole day. As an added precaution everyone was to 
go on half ra tions starting at breakfast the fo llowing morning. That 
night a small mouse visited the camp and was chased by Rfn. King 
with a shovel and a torch in an effort to increase his breakfast ra tion 
the next morning ! The last few cigarettes were smoked, and we 
went to bed worn out. Everyone had worked outstandingly hard 
and cheerfully throughout the day, and C./Sgt. R immer, Cpl. 
Markwick, Cpl. Ward and Cpl. Heath in particular were 
.indefatigable. 

We woke up at sunrise, and had a cold breakfast in order to 
save petrol. Captain G rahame lit a cigar of lavatory paper and 
camel dung and recce'd the route to the north-west, coming back 
with a green face but good news. There was only another 400 yards 
of sand dunes, and beyond t hat was an open plain. We drove 
across this for about a mile and saw a welcom ing line of palm trees 
stretch ing in front of us. This turned out, as we had calculated, to 
be the oasis of El Beda n. We had to cross a further I 000 yards of 
sand dunes before reaching the main track and this took us a 
tantalising two hours. At the village of El Bedan we turned west 
and drove a long a good track into Mourzouk, ar riving at 11.30 
C.fSgt. Ri mmer, whose Landrover got out of the dunes first, went 
on ahead to try to stop any D esert Rescue operation, and came 
back with wonderfully welcome beer and cigarettes. With these, 
and a wash and shave and a cup of hot tea in M ou rzou k, we soon 
recovered. All of those on the Landrover party can well feel proud 
of their achievement. As far as is known the only other person to 
have crossed the Mourzouk sand sea direct from El Gatrun to 
Mourzouk is a French doctor, and he was accompanied by a local 
guide. 

In M ourzouk, the old capital of the Fezzan, we met up with 
the rest of our expedi tion, and spent the night all together in the 
Police Post. The following morning (12th March) we started the 
homeward journey, this time along the Brach-Mizda track. The 
distance from Sebha to Tripoli is 821 miles and most of it is along 
what m ust be the worst road in Libya. It took us two and a half 
days, and each day we made an early start and bumped along the 
track until just before dark, making what speed we could. Several 
old forts were passed, a lot of them Roman, and a particularly fine 
one is that at El Gheriat Esc-Shergia. Thjs last part of the journey 
will always be remembered by R fn. King, whose Landrover broke 
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down with monotonous regularity each day. Just about every part 
of the vehicle packed up, and we were all sorely tempted ~o set 
fire to it and roll it over the Garian Pass. However, Whitelaw 
somehow managed to keep it going, and at 10.5 a. m. on l ~th March 
a ll five vehicles and a happy, sunburnt crew of 21 sold1ers drove 
back into Gialo Barracks. 

" SEA OF SAND " IN LIBYA 
Riflemen Refight Desert Battles before the Camera 

By Major W. A . C. Digby, Military Observer 

It was on 23rd January, 1943, that motorised Riflemen of the 
K ing's Royal Rifle Corps (The 60th Rifles) emer~ed from the 
barren heights of the T ripolitania Gebel to fight the1r way across 
the Azizia Plain to Tripoli and Tunis. 

JOH N G REGSON 
s tar of film, u Sea of Sand", enterta in ing members of one oft he 1st Onttulion's Rifle Platoons during the shooting 

of the fi lm. 
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The gallant " Green Jackets" were then playing their epic role 
in the desert battles staged against the might of Rommel's Afrika 
Korps. To-d ay, more than 15 years later, a handful of N.C.O.s 
and men of the 1st Battalion K. R.R.C. arc re-acting this glorious 
chapter in ou r history before the giant cinema cameras. As part of 
their annual field-training they are rendering practical assistance to 
Tempean Films Ltd. in the making of" Sea of Sand " - a story of 
the Long Range Desert Group which is being directed in the sun 
and sand of Libya by Guy Green and which co-stars Richard 
Attenborough, John Gregson and Michael Craig. 

The fi lm is based on a story of the Long Range Desert Group by 
Sean Fielding, who was himself editor of Soldier Magazine in its 
early days. The Producer, Monty Berman, served in North Africa 
during the last war as a still and cine-photographer with an Army 
Film Unit. 

The film men from Wardour Street arrived by air into the 
blistering heat of North Africa at the end of May. They soon 
settled to their new surroundings and as their skins bronzed and 
their hair bleached in the sun, the" stars" grew almost indistinguish­
able from the lads of the " 60th" who camped alongside the location 
to " give a hand". 

" It's the best training I've known to date-tough, rough but 
interesting, " commented Rifleman Alan Austin of Islington as he 
watched his own performances in " heated battle " from a cool seat 
of a Tripoli cinema during the "rushes", or trade run-throughs. 

The newly recruited film actors of the 60th were led by National 
Service 2/L ieutenant, William E. Barry, who was released before 
the fi lm was completed and has now returned to his father's farm 
in Kenya. 

Into Action 

After helping to set up realistic scenes and advising on camou­
flage the Infantrymen went into action each day under the expert 
eye of the Director. 

" Quiet everybody," yelled Mr. Guy Green and the Riflemen, 
looking as if they had actually been involved in the sweat and toil 
of World War 11, went all out to bring the stark realism of battle 
into their roles. They knew that the world would be looking in as 
they crouched behind their machine-guns and crawled face-down 
across the sandy set. A final touch of realism had entered into their 
training plus the added incentive of making sure that every move 
was correct and a credit to the " Fighting 60th " . 

F 
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One of the men whose moves were recorded on the celluloid was 
Sgt. Tommy Moreton, whose parents-in-law, Mr. a nd Mrs. R . 
M aslin, live at Wi nchester , close to the " Green Jacket" D epot. 

Tommy enjoyed every minute of his work with the stars and 
a fter a few days had one of the most impressive beards on the dusty 
coas tal location. just east of Tripoli. 

Then there was fo rmer British Railways signalma n, Rfn. Stanley 
D avis from East London, who had only gone out to join the 1st 
Battalion a few weeks previously. 

It's a great thrill to meet the stars and see what goes on behind 
the scenes," he said with a grin. And Sta nley spoke fo r all the 
" cellulo.id soldiers " involved in "Sea of Sa nd "-a story re-living 
the dra mas of wa r in N orth Africa. 

QUEEN VICTORIA'S RIFLES 
Change of Command 

It was with regret that we said good-bye to Colonel Peter Earle, 
M.C., who had spent so much time with us. He joined Q.V.R . in 
1949, as the Regular Adjutant, then left the Regula r Army, but 
continued to serve in Q.V.R. until 1958. By this time he had com­
pleted fi ve years as Comma nding Officer. 

Few can have spent more time furthering the interests of this 
Regiment tha n he has. It is impossible to l ist his achievements 

L/CPL. STRAIN.E-FRANCI S 
tests the twin ropes on the Assault Course. 

LT.-COL. P. B. EA R LE, M .C. 
on his farewel l evening having been carried from the 

Drill Hall in this sedan chair. 
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here, but they will long be remembered by those who served with 
hi m in those exciting years which saw the T.A. transformed from 
a volunteer o rganisation into a force whose ranks were swelled by 
part-time National Servicemen and "Z" Reservists a nd then 
the transformation back in to a volunteer force again. He will 
always remain very much a pa rt of Q.V.R . 

On his farewell parade in Ap ril he was fitt ingly carried in 
triumph through the ranks by his Company Commanders in a 
seda n chair, borrowed for the occasion. 

Major Christopher Gregory, T.D. , assumed command in April 
1958 after serving in Q.V.R. fo r l l years. 

General 
There is no doubt that this year has been one of the fullest 

since the war for Q.V.R. The Territorial Army G olden Jubilee 
Celebrations commenced with the Review in H yde Park by Her 
M ajesty The Queen, and fina lly closed with the Lord Mayor's 
Show. A few who took part in these celebrations know more 
than a little a bout T om Arnold's wardrobe of ancient uniforms. 

Recruits- Volunteers-Recruits 
The hunt has been in tensified-supported by the volunteers 

who have u ndertaken to try to bring in one new recruit a year each. 
We a re planning on being thicker on the ground. 

In the last five months we have had over 20 recruits but we 
a im to improve on this figure in the next 12 mon ths. 

Barbecue-in the Garage 
We have done many things at Davies Street, but never, to the 

best of our knowledge, has a beast been roasted in the garage to 
the primitive skiffie of the local trio. 

Sgt. Johnston, our Club Steward, has underta ken to organise 
t hese f unctions annually. This decision was taken when it was 
discovered that the building was sti ll standing next morning. 

Annual Camp 
I n late May the Battalion joined the remainder of the Green 

Jackets Brigade (T .A.) at Sennybridge R .A. Practice Camp in 
South Wales. H ome to a few, but foreign service to most Q.V.R.s. 

The fi rst week was devoted to p latoon and company training 
with the Fau lkner Cup Inter-Platoon D ivisional Competition on 
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the Friday. Captain Stephen Gibbs, Maldwin Drummond and 
Anthony St. Aubyn, with others, formed a strong and bold Q.Y. R. 
p latoon which, a fter much arduous training, put up an excell ent 
show on the day, bu t were unlucky to obtain a low score in the 
field :firi ng through a technical fault in a target mechanism. 

rn the second week the Battalion's exercise, directed by M ajor 
Geoffrey Bowden, put us through the phases of a Ba ttalion Advance 
to contact and a n attack against all the worst Welsh elements a nd 
a retreating enemy. 

After one dry night we assembled for the Br igade Exercise 
" Seagulls Farewell" , Major Jimmy Le Coq's ( B.M.) last attempt 
to catch the Vies on the hop before he left for his Golden Bowler 
Mink Farm. 

Inspection of Q. V.R. Platoon taking part in the Divisional Inter-Platoon Competition 
at Sennybridge. 

During this exercise the H onorary Colonel, Sir George Erskine, 
G.C.B., K.B.E., o.s.o., visited the Battalion in the field whilst it was 
preparing to mount a battalion attack. 
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The Officers' Mess tug-o '-war · team astonished itself (and 
everyone else) by winning the Inter-Mess Tug-o'-War Competition, 
vanquishing the Sergeants' Mess of 169 Infa ntry Brigade, R .E.M .E. 
(T.A.), after a titanic struggle in the final. 

A very sad incident occurred when L./ Cpl. T. Lynch, one of 
our permanent staff d rivers, died very suddenly while on duty in 
Sennybridge. He had been with us since March 1955 and was a 
popu lar figure in the Regiment. Our sympathy goes out to his 
widow and his five chi ldren. 

Camp as a whole was a success and a g reat deal of value was 
gai ned at all levels. But there are still a few who cannot quite make 
out where all the " Motor Battalion " essentials, brew cans, etc., 
and comforts, including the other two blankets, a re now carried 
in the J nfantry Batta lion. 

T.A. Golden Jubilee Celebrations 
The Jubilee Celebrations followed immediately after camp. 
The Roya l Review took place in Hyde Pa rk on the 2 1st June : 

the Q.Y.R. contingent of two officers and 15 O.R.s, commanded by 
M ajor Geoffrey Bowden, bore themselves in true R iftemanlike 
tradi tion even after the parde became "water- logged " in a very 
heavy rain-storm. After the parade everyone adjourned to 56 Davies 
Street to continue the celebratio ns. 

On the 3rd to 5th July the City and County of London Terri­
torial Associations put on a Floodlight D isplay as their part in the 

T.A. JUBILEE CELEBRAT ION 

[Display at Duke of York's H.Q. Chelsea. ltftto right, C/Sgt. Greenaway, L/Cpl. Straine 
Francis .Cpl. Crouch, Rfn. Moo re. 
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Jubilee Celebrations. Q.V.R. took part in two events- firstly, 
six Riflemen paraded in 19th century uniform ; secondly, we were 
asked to depict a M otor Batta lion. To represent this we borrowed 
a half-track and mounted a section with their kit and weapons. 

The sight of a half-track in the Regiment again revived many 
memories. The section taking par t in the display spurned the 
" Free Lyons Supper Tickets " and solemnly had their " brew-up " 
and " fry " in the back of the vehicle. 

Manoeuvring a half-track in London is not easy a t the best 
of times, but the only near incident that occurred was when David 
Bedford, who by chance was in the area at 11.30 p .m., nearly met 
the section at a certain cross-roads on their return from Chelsea. 
It was, luckily for David Bedford, a happy event a nd only friendly 
Rifiemanlike language was used. 

The Lord Mayor's Show on the lOth November gave more 
volunteers the chance of dressing up. This time as 1914 soldiers 
representing " Marching to War " . 

Q.V.R.s' Commando Week-end Training Camp at Fawley 

This area, kindly p ut at our disposal by Maldwin Drummond 
is no holiday resort, there are no bathing beauties to adorn th~ 
scenery, it is neither hutted nor comfortable, but it has proved a 
popular a nd good enterprise with the emphasis on ha rd living and 
tough tra ining, including rope climbing, boa ting, an assault course, 
together with map-reading and patrolling in all types of country. 

Recruits are introduced to this rigorous training after the 
doctor has passed them as fi t. The onl y near casualty was Colonel 
Gregory who almost completed the assault course una ided by human 
hand and felt almost beyond human aid a t the end of it. 

Excitement of Saturday, 4th October, 1958 at Fawley [as reported 
by the " M arylebone Mercury".] 

" TERRIERS RESCUE 8 IN SINKING CABIN CRUISER 

" Four couples in a sinking cabin cruiser o.ff the South Coast 
were dramatically rescued by a group of St. Marylebone Territorial 
Army Soldiers. 

The boat was being tossed on to a groyne running into a rough 
sea when it was spotted by the Terriers. They dashed into the 
water clad only in their underclothes and rescued the crew. 
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After beaching the craft it was discovered that it had been 
holed four times beneath the water line. 

The rescue was made by officers and men of Queen Victoria's 
Rifles, one of St. Ma rylebone's adopted Territorial Army units. 

On their return to H eadquarters, Major G. Bowden told our 
reporter : ' 1 was having a last look at the sea before turning in 
for the night when 1 spotted the cruiser ; she was being lifted 
bodily and being thrown on to the groyne like a toy yacht '. 

Gale force winds were lashing the sea into mounta inous waves. 
In a few minutes he had roused his men who made desperate 
a ttempts to reach the stricken craft. The crew of eight men a nd 
women were eventually brought safel y ashore and the Terriers 
returned to save the cruiser. 

Major K. Loudoun-Shand, Officer Comma nding the men, said 
the cruiser was by this time directly over the groyne and being 
rammed every time the swell dropped. 

' We battled for a long time to get her off,' he said. ' We had 
:fi rst to push her out to sea and then turn her parallel to the beach 
before we could bring her in. 

' The men were magnificent ; they were completely out of 
their depth and could not stand on the sea bed, but they just carried 
on doggedly.' 

Later they learned that the cruiser had been borrowed by the 
four couples for a ' quiet week-end trip' and the storm had caught 
them completely unawares. The crew had been shouting for help 
for some time but their calls had not been heard because of the 
high winds. 

'It was just good chance that they came in on the beach we 
were using for training,' said Major Bowden. 'The coast there is 
often deserted for miles, but fortunately for them we frequently 
take our men down there for training on coastal assault.' 

Earlier in the day his men had been attacking the beach in 
dinghies, scaling trees and going through every obstacle likely to 
be encountered by an attacking army." 

Officers' Mess Annual Dinner 
This was once again held at Claridges and was attended by 

some 70 past a nd present members. 

The Honorary Colonel, General Sir George Erskine, o.c.n., 
K.B.E., D.s.o., presided, and we were glad to see the Mayor of St. 
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M arylebone, Councillor A. D. H . Plummer, T.D., J.P., F.A.J., whose 
borough gives so much support to us. We were also glad to see 
Lieut.-General Sir Euan Miller, K.C.B., K.B.E., o.s.o. , M.C., the 
Rev. G. H. Woolley, v.c., a nd our Brigade Commander, Brigadier 
Bill White, and the Brigade Colonel, Freddie Mellor, who will 
take over the Green Jackets Brigade, T.A., in 1959. 

Calais 

C.S.M. E. Knell represented Q.V.R. at Calais at the celebrations 
of their Millionth Visitor. C.S.M. Knell had been wounded and 
taken prisoner at Calais. 

From all reports both C.S.M. Knell and his wife had a most 
enjoyable time and were well looked after by the Calais Chamber 
of Commerce. 

Sergeants' Mess News 

At Annual Camp, Sennybridge, all members had a very good 
time. We were fortunate to have excellent accommodation for 
the Mess and indeed were pleased that we had the facilities to 
keep us warm in the rather wet and cold Welsh evenings. Several 
of the members proved themselves to be very valuable stokers ! 

This year we had the pleasure of the company of Mr. Bill 
Johnson, M.M., and Mr. Hirons to assist in the Mess. The Mess 
again reached a very high standard, due mainly to the efforts of 
Sgt. Begley, Sgt. Johnston and Sgt. Turner. 

The M ess Annual Dinner was held on the 18th October in the 
Drill Hall and was once again a tremendous success. The attendance 
at the dinner was 185. Unfortunately General Erskine was unable 
to attend, but a telegram regretting his absence was received and 
he wished us all a very enjoyable evening. 

The Commanding Officer was the guest of honour, and it was 
also good to see Captain and Mrs. Voysey with us once again. 

We said farewell in December to C.S.M. Wolland who has 
served us nobly since December 1955, and wish him the best of 
good fortune in -civilian life. 
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AMATEUR SOLDIERS 
THE QUEEN'S WESTMINSTERS 

By Antony Wysard 

" For England much prefers 
Applauding Amateurs."- Noel Coward. 

Officially, the jubilee celebrations this mid-summer of the 
Territorial Army are to mark its inauguration in 1908 ; yet most 

With au intl£•peudeut air, the beau ideal of the amateur 
soldier ca/culm£•d to break tz general's lrt'art or the 
bank 01 .Nioute Carlo ; a Queen's I·Vl'stmiuster 
marksman, 1890. Note monocle and buttoll boots. 

of the amateur soldiers 
on parade in the Hyde 
Park Review in June will 
be representing regiments 
with pedigrees of a much 
older order. Next year, 
for instance, could well 
mark the centenary of 
the recreation of the old 
Volunteer Force in 1859, 
at which time Queen 
Victoria was kept busy 
re-presenting colours pre­
viously laid up in the 
1820's, or earlier. Each 
and every one of the 
regiments concerned-and 
there are several hun­
dreds of them throughout 
the Kingdom-could pro­
duce ample evidence of 
their exploits and tradi­
tions. Caution and want 
of space, however, suggest 
a concentration in these 
columns on a single, but 
typical, regiment only : 
fortuitous ly, once one's 
own-The Queen's West­
minsters. 

Any search through 
the dust- laden muni­
ments of this still lusty 
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regiment tends to get bogged, rather pleasurably, in a hotchp?tch 
of discarded Horse Furniture and Standing Orders ; of Rifled 
Carbines, Chacos, Sabre-tasches and Muster Rolls ; of Gaiters 
Necessary-bags, silken Standards- " worked by The Princesses, and 
presented by King George III" - now sadly motl~-eaten ; of yellow­
ing albums of Victorian photographs, ornate Dnll books Il lustrated 
by Rowlandson ; of Cartouch-boxes, Cross-belts and Quittance 
Rolls with, inevitably, acrimonious correspondence with a tight-fisted 
Treasury . . . 

The formation of the Light Horse Volunteers of Westminster 
originated in the summer of 1779, at a dinner party " of gentlemen, 
for the most part belonging to well-known mercanti le firms of the 
city of London, who in the season were in the habit of hunting 
together on the borders of Kent and Surry." lt was ?ne of th~se 
recurrent rock-bottom periods for England ; her Amencan colonies 
ignominiously lost, G ibraltar invested, the combined ~eets . of 
France and Spain in command of the Channel and mvaswn 
threatened. 

About time to do something. Public meetings (usually in 
taverns) were held, money collected, and Armed Associations of 
Volunteers- mainly infantry- came into being. The mercantile 
gentlemen with a predilection for hunting in " Surry " (round 
Handley Cross ?) thought a Volunteer Cavalry unit might help. 
They formed themselves into a committee, recruited some friends, 
hired a central stables for their horses and the services of an ex­
Regular Cavalry serjeant to instruct them in drill, put :five guineas 
each into the kitty to defray expenses, designed their own uniform, 
drew up their own regulations, equipped themselves each with 
sword and pistol and applied to the King for recognition. It was 
granted. 

In less than a year the Light Horse Volunteers, as they were 
now designated, were called out by the City magistrates to help 
deal with the Gordon Riots and to guard Guildhall. For six days 
they acquitted themselves sufficiently to earn the strong appreciation 
of the court of Common Council, the presentation of two standards 
with the City arms thereon, and a Royal standard from the King. 

They were now established. Two years later they were dis­
banded ; and lodged their standards in the Tower. For the Peace of 
Versailles had descended ; and practically nobody in England 
enjoys soldiering in peacetime. 

It was a short lull. By 1794, France threatened again. The Light 
Horse Volunteers of Westminster were re-formed, their establish-
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ment was increased and two 6-pounder guns and a detachment of 
Royal Artillery were permanently attached as a mark of distinction. 
(These guns are to-day mounted in front of the Queen's West­
minster's Headquarters in Bucki ngham Gate). The regiment now 
came under the special patronage of George ll i , their drill manuals 
were drawn for them by Rowlandson, entry into their ranks was 
restricted by request of the King. A contemporary roll of members 
shows among the first 125 names those of four subsequent Lord 
Mayors of London, an Attorney General, a Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and of numerous M.P.s, that of Spencer Perceval, the 
only British Prime Minister to be assassinated- so far. 

Withal, the regiment insisted on running themselves their own 
way ; as a soviet. Officers were elected from the ranks annually, 
as was a Committee responsible for discipline. Morale was high 
uniforms flamboyant, the ladies always welcome. 

They were not alone. By the time Bonaparte th reatened invasion 
in 1803, there was waiting for him, apart from 200,000 Regular 
troops and mil itia, a disciplined, volunteer, unpaid army consisting 
of 39,000 Cavalry, 7,000 Artillery, and 355,000 Infantry. (Rather 
more than awaited Hitler in 1940 !) 

By 1814 almost all were disbanded. The LHV's were kept in 
being for riot duty until 1829 ; but by then they could get no 
recruits, so once more re-lodged their standards in the Tower. 
Practically nobody in England enjoys soldiering in peacetime. 

In 1859 the French threatened invasion again. This time it was 
that old schoolboy bugbear, the Orsini affair and the Conspiracy 
To Murder Bm. 

The Government of the day revived the Volunteer Force and 
encouraged the re-creation of the old Volunteer units. Hugh Lupus, 
Earl of Grosvenor (later first Duke of Westminster), reorganised 
the old Westminster Corps which re-emerged as the Queen's West­
minster Rifle Volunteers. Their uniform was grey with scarlet 
facings. They became very smart and excelled at their musketry. 
There was a persistent and continuous onrush to join their ranks, 
which swelled with peers, poets and still plenty of gentlemen from 
mercantile firms. Peace reigned for forty years ; yet this became 
the lush hey-day of the Volunteer Rifles- all over the country. For 
some unaccountable reason, practically everybody in England 
enjoyed peacetime soldiering then. By Jingo, they did ! 

[Reproduced by kind permission from " Wheeler's R eview".] 

[For further illustrations see pages 72 and 73) 
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THE QUEEN'S WESTMINSTERS 
K.R.R.C. (T.A.) 

OFFICERS, WARRANT OFFICERS AND C./SERGEANTS 
Lieut.-Colonel J . N. Butterwick 
Major C. H . Tidbury -

F. H. Joyner, M.c., T.D. 
G. A. Kidner -
P. D. C . Richards, B.E.M. 

Capt. G. M. Nissen 
J . J. N. Wyatt 
H. G. R. Pickthorn 
A. W. Drysdale 
P. R. Nicolson 
A. J . Butterwick 
R . M. Burr 
S. H. M. Bradley 

, The Rev. G. Fox, M.c. 
(Chaplain) 

Lieut. P. M. T. Morris 
, . R. V. Buxton 
, J. H . G. Lywood 
, J. F. Hurley 
, J. C. Seymour 

J. B. De Salis 
, L. W. Aylen 

- Commanding Officer 
- 2nd-in-Command 
- P.R.!. 
- P.M.C. 
- W.T.O. 

Lieut. P. A. I rby 
, Hon. J. P. F. S. Grenfell 

M. J. K. Miller 
P. B. C urtis 

, A. N. G. Ayling 
, E. A. J. Fergusson 
, S. J. R. R. Pitamber 

D. C . Pitman 
C. A. Goodhart 
C. F. Penn 

, A. J . T. Eve 
G. H. Nicolson 
D. Pownall 

, D. R. McCarthy 
D. M. Williams 

, N . B. J . P. Picarda 

REGULAR OFFICERS 
Capt. T. C. Gore 

F. N. Voysey -

W.O. II S. Burton 
A. Halfacre 
G. Mossman 
J . Barber 
G. Moss 

, R . Balchin 
C./Sgt. S. Stephenson -

F. Purdom 
D. Hopkins 
P. Hill 
A. Bouley 

- Adjutant/Training Officer 
- Quartermaster 

- R .Q.M.S. 
- O.R .Q.M.S. 
- C .S.M. 
- C.S.M. 
- C.S.M. 
- C.S.M. 
- C.Q.M.S. 
- C.Q.M.S. 
- C.Q.M.S. 
- C.Q.M.S. 
- C.Q.M.S. 

PERMANENT STAFF 
W.O. I A. Fosker 
W.O. II T. Byrne 

, G. Harvey 

Change of Command 

- R.S.M. 
- P.S. r. 
- P.S.I. 

All members of the Q.W. were very sorry to see Colonel Dick 
Knight retire in April after four years of successful command. 
Colonel John Butterwick, who has been Second-in-Command for 
the past 18 months, has taken his place. Major Stuart Symington 
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has left us and the Army, but returned immediately as a volunteer. 
Captain Toby Gore of the Rifle Brigade has succeeded him as 
Adjutant and Training Officer. Our Doctor, Captain Douglas Bilbey, 
bas gone to Canada to take up a professorship and we are a ll very 
sorry to lose him. 

Recruiting 

One of our main problems still lies with the finding, attracting 
and signing up of new recruits. Much time a nd thought have been 
spent on this subject. The results this year, though still small, are 
nevertheless encouraging with 20 recruits which includes six Bands­
men during the last six months. 

A new and energetic recruiting campaign is starting as we go 
to print. This campaign has the full support of such large organiza­
tions as Vickers House, the Army and Navy Stores, the London 
Hostel Associations and the London Housing Estates. All these 
control a large number of potential volunteers. lt is planned to 
visit all these areas and others frequently over the next year with 
small recruiting teams and we look forward to 1959 with great 
confidence. 

Drill Hall 

The long awaited redecoration of the Drill Hall is now almost 
finished. A set of new offices and a new canteen have been built on 
the side of the hall itself. 

Training has not been too easy to organize during this time but 
there have been so me interesting lectures, including a Political 
Bra ins Trust. Mr. David Price, M.P., and Mr. Fred Mulley, M.P., 
a nswered questions and Major Stuart Newman of the L.R.B./ Rangers 
acted as question master. In November Lieut.-Colonel Rowan of 
the U .S. Army lectured on American Weapon Development, and 
early in February Lieut.-Colonel A. J. Wilson, R.B., gave an 
interesting talk entitled "War in the West " . One other important 
feature of Drill Hall training is the formation of a " Driving Cadre " 
under Captain George Nissen. This is proving most useful to many 
younger members of the Battalion. 

Camp 

Camp for 169 (Green Jackets) Brigade was held this year at 
Sennybridge, near Brecon, in Wales. Set in beautiful countryside 
with some vast training areas, it was ideal for some really good 
training. 
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The first week was used mainly for cadres and for preparation 
for the Divisional Platoon Competition- the Faulkner Cup. Captain 
Antony Butterwick ran an extremely good M.M.G. Cadre for the 
whole Brigade and for the Battalion Captain Andrew Drysdale 
organized a Signal Cadre. These often worked in conjunction and 
had a very good 24-hour exercise together. 

There was a daily practice for the Platoon Competition. This 
consisted of putting into the field a complete platoon, fully equipped. 
Because of the shortage of members, many officers and N.C.O.s 
took part as Riflemen. The first phase was a tactical march of 
five miles, and the second phase a series of section and platoon 
attacks using live ammunition. The Q.W. team came second in the 
competition, being defeated by the L.R.B./Rangers by only one 
point. Subsequently the G.O.C. rated both teams as equal, which 
allowed our team to qualify for the finals which are to take place 
at a week-end in October. 

Our Honorary Colonel, Sir Anthony Eden, accompanied by Lady 
Eden, visited us during the first week- his first public engagement 
since his illness. They made the long journey from Salisbury to be 
with the Battalion for the day and all members felt pleased and 

THE HONORARY COLONEL, SIR ANTHONY EDEN, 

inspects the Signals and M.M.G. Cadres at Camp. 
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honoured that they had managed to come. Sir Anthony saw the 
M.M.G. and Signals Cadres before they left for training, visited the 
Band and the Sergeants' Mess befo re lunching with the officers. 

The middle week-end was spent at the "Outward Bound" 
School at Aberdovey. During our stay there the Battalion was spiit 
up into teams and some very interesting tra ining was carried out in 
hill walking, canoeing, sailing and rock climbing. On the Sunday 
evening there was a Church Service which we shared with the boys 
from the "Outward Bound " School at the local parish church 
and the address was given by our Padre, the R ev. George Fox. 

The second week was mostly taken up by two exercises, one on 
a Battalion scale and one Brigade. Immediately we left camp for 
the Battalion exercise torrential rain began and continued inces­
santly throughout the day. The exercise finished at midnight and 
some very wet members drove back to camp and hot baths. 

The Brigade exercise was a great success and took place in 
48 hours of fine weather. There was a lot of hard work and some 
very useful training. 

Despite our small numbers, the Battalion worked most efficiently 
and many people had a chance to do jobs they might never otherwise 
have done. As Colonel John Butterwick said at the conclusion of 
camp," We have got through two months' t raining in two weeks", 

T.A. Golden Jubilee 

The Regiment played its full part in the T.A. Golden Jubi lee 
this year. A Service was held in Westminster Abbey on 21st June. 
It was attended by eight members of the Regiment and in addition 
a party of twelve lined the route. 

On Sunday, 22nd June, H.M. The Queen, accompanied by 
Prince Philip and other members of the Royal Family, inspected 
8,000 members of the T.A. at the Review in Hyde Park. This 
occasion was marred only by the torrential rain which lasted most 
of the afternoon. Colonel John Butterwick led a contingent of 
sixteen from the Q.W. in the Parade and the Regiment marched 
past alongside the Q.V.R. and the L.R.B./ Rangers. 

An ambitious T.A. Pageant was organized at the Duke of 
York's H.Q. in Chelsea. This was a spectacular affai r and proved 
to be a great success. Four members of the Regiment were dressed 
in the old grey uniform and looked extremely smart. The final 
scene of the pageant- a mock attack using paratroopers supported 
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outside Westminster Abbey at the T .A. Golden Jubilee Service. 

by infantry-was most impressive and ten members of the Q.W. 
participated. 

Annual Church Parade 
The Annual Church Parade was held on 4th May this year. One 

hundred and thirty members attended, which included retired 
members and contingents from the 1st (C.) Batta lion K.R.R.C. and 
the Strand School (Queen's Westminsters Company) . 

After the service the Regiment marched past the saluting base 
where the Salute was taken by the Dean of Westminster (our Hon. 
Chaplain), and Colonel Dick Knight who had relinquished com­
mand a few days before. 

Also present were the Mayor and Mayoress of Westminster, 
General Bray, the Divisional Commander, and Brigadier White, 
Commanding 169 (Green Jackets) Brigade, T.A. 

Later a tea party was held at Buckingham Gate which was 
attended by many relatives and friends. 

Sergeants' Mess 
Activities in the Sergeants' Mess have been somewhat curtailed 

during the past year owing to the long-awaited move to the new 
premises on the ground floor. The move was eventuall y made in 
September. 
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T!~e mai n event was ~.Grand Social which was originally designed 
as a House Warmmg Party to celebrate the opening of the new 
Mess. but h~d to be altered to a "Closing Down " Party and was 
held 1n A:pnl. The party was a great success and was attended by 
many ret1red members. C./Sgt. Purdom, as President of the Mess 
for the ye~ r, made. a pr~sentation to Lt.-Col. F. L. Knight to mark 
the occas1on of l11S ret1rement from the Regiment. 

. The Mess Shoot was held as usual at Bisley in September. Sgt. 
A1rey, of the Permanent Staff, won the competition, and Sgt.Smith 
was a very close runner-up. 

Shooting 
Once .a~~i n the ~egiment has had a highl y successful year. Tn 

t~e 56. DIVISional R1fle Meetmg we won the Sten Com petition and 
t1ed w1th the L.R.B./ Rangers for the Camrose Cup. In addition we 
were runners up. i.n the Tile Shoot and in the City Lieutenant's 
M.atch. The Jnd1V1dual Competition was won by Sgt. C. Priestley 
w1 th Sgt. D. Witts second. 

A team of ten. attended. the T.A. R.A. Meeting at Bisley, but the 
most success~ul nfte shootmg was done in the Individual Competi­
tiOn. Sgt. W1tts was second and L./Cpl. Thomson was fifth in the 

T H E SHOOTING T EAM . 
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T.A. Scores with 169 a nd 167 respectively. They were also placed 
first and second in the Green Jackets Cup, and both shot for the 
T.A. in the " Fifty ". 

In the Volongdis (L.M.G. Pairs) Sgt. Witts and Sgt. Walton won 
the event with a record score of 79 out of a possible 80. Major 
Richards and Sgt. Priestley were third with 75. We unfortunately 
failed to retain the Quartet Cup and had to be content with second 
place. We were, however, well represented in the T.A. Machine Gun 
VIII with Major Richards as Captain, Major Rothschild as Adjutant 
and Sgts. Priestley, Witts and Bishop as the three top scorers. 

The Cable Shooting Match against the 107th Regiment, New 
York National Guard, took place in July with the Q.W. team 
shooting at Stoney Castle Range and the 107th Regiment at Fort 
Dix, New Jersey. The weather at Stoney Castle was mainly overcast 
with some rain in the morning, while at Fort Dix it was reported as 
being overcast, but dry. 

The result was a convincing win for the Q.W. team by 1,332 
points to 1,276. The standard of shooting was extremely high and 
particularly for the Q.W. team- Sgt. Witts 231, Sgt. Airey 227, 
Cpl. Capel 225. 

1st CADET BATTALION K.R.R.C. 
Battle Honour : South Africa, 1900-1902 

ROLL OF OFFICERS AND WARRANT OFFICERS 
serving with the Battalion on 31st October, 1958 

Lieut.-Colonel R. G. H. Sutton, o.B.E. 
Major G . R. B. Hanson, R.A.R.O. 
Capt. J . H . L. Burke 

P. W. Bell, A.E.R.O. 
R . N. Cutter 
G. W. H irons 
S. L. Johnson 

, P. G. Newby-Vincent 
Lieut. J. H olland 
Major P. Lissack, R.A.M.C. (Attached) 
W.O. I. R.S.M. A. A. Edmed 
W.O. ll . R .Q.M.S. J . H . McCormack, o .E.M. 

W. R . C. Smeeton 
D. M. Scott 
J . Warner 
G. Tyne 
L. Kate 

, G . Westlake 
C./Sgt. G . Holt 

G . Weterings 

i 
· ~ 

1ST CAD ET BATTALION, K.R.R .C. 

ACTIVITIES OF THE BATTALION 
Honours and Awards 

67 

Lieut.-Colonel R. G. H. Sutton was awarded the O.B.E. in the 
Birthday H onours List 1958 fo r services to the A.C. F. This is the 
first occasion that a mem ber of the Battalion has been so honoured 
and all ran ks are delighted that his devoted ser vice to the A.C.F. 
and the 1st Cadet Battalion K. R.R.C. in particular have been 
suitably recognised. 

General Notes 

1957/1958 has found the Battalion as busy as ever .in all spheres 
of Cadet life. Although sti lt too small in numbers the general 
standa rd of quality is good and there is no doubt that from the 
angle of recruits for Boy Service through the Junior Leaders' 
Battalion and members joining associated T.A. Regiments we are 
playing our assigned role to the best of our l imited a bility. During 
the year seven Cadets have joined the Junior Leaders' Battalion at 
Plymouth and are destined for the Green Jackets. Ni ne others have 
so far enlis ted in Queen Victoria' s Rifles. I t is becoming an 
accepted tradition that the T.A. is the next step up from the 1st 
Cadet Battalion K.R.R.C. In the reorganisation which has taken 
place within the Green Jacket family we have fared well and are 
delighted to know that we are to retain the traditional Cherry and 
Bugle of the 60th Rifles. We shall, indeed, be the only part of the 
Green Jacket family to wear still this time-honoured cap badge. 

Within the companies fortunes have varied during the year. 
" A" Company is now recovering from a very difficult period 

during which they lived under spartan co nditions at Buckingham 
Gate. Their new accommodation should do much towards encourag­
ing recruitment and with the full co-operation of Q.W.R. they 
should regain their former strength during the coming year. 

" B" Company, at Davies Street, have undergone several 
changes. The age structure was not evenly spaced ou t and with 
the loss of senior members to the Q.V.R. and other activities the 
N.C.O. position has become acute. Nevertheless the Company 
holds its own and with the continued interest and active help of 
Q.V.R. will undoubtedly thrive again this year. 

" C" Company is in the ascendant once again and is up to 
the required strength. They have been indulging in a large number 
of V.I.P. evenings, schemes and exercises as well as a pretty intensive 
recruit drive. Some very insis tent work on the part of the Company 
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Commander enabled them to weather the storm when the University 
of London S.T.C. came into Cherries Street last year. 

All companies are engaged in vario us phases of the D uke of 
Edinburgh's Award Scheme. P .T. under q ualified instructors has 
commenced again a nd Fi rst Aid T raining is being taken in all 
compan ies. 

Colonel Sutton continues as D eputy Commandant of the 
County of London A.C.F. Major Hanson took over South Area as 
Area Commander in January th is year. Both can be seen fai rly 
freq uently enjoying the comforts of Davies Street before dashing 
o ff to the wilds of Outer Lo ndon. 

Training 
Throughout the year emphasis has been placed upon general 

sound tra ining which would enable the Cadet Ri Reman to take his 
Certi ficate "A" Exami nat ion, Part I , after a ful l year. The financial 
set up of the A.C.F. is now closely geared to Certificate "A" passes 
a nd as far as the County of London is concerned there has been no 
lowering of standards. 

Mi niature and open range shooting has gone on apace through­
o ut the year, prod ucing an excellent pay-off. The standa rd reached 
by many Junior N.C.O.s has been very good. For the first time 
since 1952 it proved possible to leave the whole Unit in the hands 

Visit to 28 Command Workshops, R.E.M.E. , at Hilsea Barracks, Portsmouth. 
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of C./C./Sgt. Bowden throughout the fortn ight of Annual T raining 
at the Depot. Officers and A.W.O.s appeared in a superviso ry 
capacity only. This speaks very well indeed for the powers of 
leadership displayed. 

As usual Easter saw a detachment of some 60 all ranks at 
Winchester a nd although the weather was most unkind a good dea l 
of usefu l t raining was done. Summer Camp was held at the D epot 
a lso and we were made most welcome by all. The Training Pro­
gramme, ably executed by Captain T rustram-Eve, held the interest 
of the Cadet R iflemen throughout the for tnight which culminated 
in a 24-hour exercise to test the genera l initiat ive and ability of 
small groups of Cadets. There is no doubt that these spells at the 
Depot do more than anyth ing else to st imulate interest and 
enthusiasm in the Green Jacket family. The system of spending 
part of the Annual Training period with the County of London has 
its advantages also, bu t the best of two worlds is gained when the 
Camp is split between Wi nchester a nd the County of London Camp 
Site. 

Fixing up the rod to retrieve the message. 

Parades and Inspections 
The introduction of Affiliated Formation Commanders into 

the A.C.F. structure has brought about a change in the method of 
assessing the efficiency of each individual unit. Instead of holding 
an Annual Efficiency Inspection this year each Company was 

Digitized 
by 

RCM 
Collection



70 1ST CADET BATTALION, K.R.R.C. 

vis ited by the Affi liated Formation Commander who classified the 
state of its efficiency. All three Companies passed this inspection 
with good reports. 

Although the T.A. Review in June in connection with the Jubilee 
Celebrations did not require much effort on the part of the Green 
Jacket Cadets, we were asked to provide a Detachment for the 
purpose of lining the Review Ground. In company with aU others 
that day the Cadets were truly soaked and returned q uite happily 
from their baptism of T.A. weather. No other Battalion Parades 
have been held during the year with the exception of the Remem­
b rance Day Parades and Services. These were well attended and 
give us an excellent opportunity of getti ng to know o ur T.A. 
Regiments even better. 

Shooting 

Jt is in the sphere of shooting that, as befits a Green Jacket 
Battalion, we have shone this year. In every kind of weather Colonel 
Sutton and Colonel Gregory have goaded the faithfu l at Purfleet, 
Pifbright and Bisley. Undaunted by grim nights at Pirbright when 
they detai led themselves for coat" fat igue under the eyes of a laconic 
guardsman to a rare sunny Sunday when all the world was basking 
in an unusual light, they have steadfastly coaxed, cajoled and 
th reatened a group of 60th Cadets into one of the best teams we 
have had fo r years. For the second year in succession the Battalion 
has won the Middlesex Challenge Trophy and the 60th Rifles 
Cha ll enge Cup, 

T he National Cadet Week-end was held on October 4th- 5th, 
but the appalling weather conditions compelled the abandonment 
of the meeting early on the Sunday morning. Tlu-ee 60th Cadets 
gained places on. the Cadet H undred. On. the Miniature Range 
the general standard of shooting has been good and we look forward 
to a good measure of success in the corning year. 

Shooting Competition Scores and Results 1957-58 

60th Rifles Challenge Cup 
1. 1st Cadet Battalion K.R.R.C. - 283 
2. Masonic School - 273 
3. Strand School - 267 
4. I st Cadet Battalion Rifle Brigade 
5. 1st Essex Cadet Regiment 

- 23 1 
- 185 

London and M iddlesex Rifle Club Cadet Force Challenge Cup 
I. 1st Cadet Battalion K.R.R.C. - 178 
2. Strand School - 141 

r 
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National Cadet Rifle Meeting, Bisley- " Cadets Hundred " 
Position Score 

30th Sgt. Lyons, P. J . 58 
76th Sgt. Snow, P. H. 54 
79th Cpl. Baker, C. J . 54 

(H.P.S. 70.) 

Social Activities 

Throughout the year each Company has endeavoured to 
provide a social side in Company life. Recreation. faci lities are 
good in. all Companies. "A" Company, owing to their rebuilding, . 
have been rather quiet but " B " Company held their usual Dinner 
and Social which was voted a " Good Night " , and " C " Company 
entertained parents and friends to a Display of Training with a 
presentation of Company prizes followed by a Social and Dance. 

The O.C.A. held their monthly meeting in the Q.V.R. Sergeants' 
Mess on the last Thursday of each month and would like to see 
more ex-members of the Battalion turn up now and again. 

The Officers' Mess entertained the Commanding Officers of 
T.A. Regiments with A.C.F. Units affil iated and recently held a 
dinner party at which Colonel Sutton was the chief guest. 

1960 sees the Centenary of the Army Cadet Force and prepara­
tions are already under way to celebrate the event. There is no 
doubt that we shall have some part to play in these celebrations as 
the second oldest Cadet Battalion in the country. 

t' ........._ ____ _ 
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[Continued from page 59 

1863 A group of Queen's Weslminsters iu the golden 
age of our I(Ytmt/fathers. P£•rfumea, pomaded and dyed, 
they saw England to the apex of her power. (The 
ad,,erlisemeut is culled from their Drill J\tlauua/. ) 

J!)tr ~ajestp 's ~f,lerfut::;==l 
J 0 H G 0 s N EL L & ~~~~ II 

Beg to call the special a ttention 
of the va rious Rifle Corps of the 
Kingdom to their new and exquisite 

per fume, the 

VOLUNTEER RIFLE BOUQUET 
Dedicated to H. R .H. the Duke of Cambridge, 
Colonel of tlw City Rifles : nut/ to the 

Patrio ,;c Riflemt•n of England. 

RIFLE POMADE, FOR THE HAIR 
A very superior and valuable preparation 
[or remOl'ill!l dam/ruff ami increasing the 

growth ami vigow· of the Hair . 

INSTANTANEOUS HAIR DYE 
Changes Grey Ha ir to a ny s hade of Brown 
or Black , in a few seconds, with unfaiting 
certa inty. For the Beard or Whiskers it is 
the most convenien t dye that can possibly 

be used . 

_Patent Trichosnron Hair Brush 
Patronised by 

the Queen aut/ Prince Albert 

~==~~--------~---=-=-=-~==~ 

0 the great days, in the distance enchanted 
Found in the archives of The Queen's Westmins/ers, these contemporary photographs are 
quite remarkable for /heir qualify; as let us admit, were I he subjec/s depicled 

1866, QUEEN'S CAMP, WIMBLEDON. The Drum and Fife Band of rhe Queen's Westminsters. This, as it happens 
was the year in which Monet painted u The Fifer, . but used a lady friend as a model. 

J866, QUEEN's CAMP W I MBLEDON. Outside tlze Quee!t's Westminster's Officers' Mess. Grouped '1 /~~~,::,T~e /:~~ciess of Westmin:rter are (rathe_r .llpproxim.ately) : back row, M ajor Stephenson, M_ajf!r Char!er, Col. 
Warde LRB 111ajor Urquhart (hand 0 11 Duchess' chatr), Capt. S tytm , Sgt. lnstr. Bradley, Col. Co·,r'· Low s 11 er of the Be/gw n Guarde CIVIque, Major Walker, Capt. H. !M ason : centre, Slllmg, M tVor Ty ler 
(A tljut;mt Q' W 's) Lady Wartle, The Duchess, Col. S. Scrivener : lolling, ground, Capt. Burge, ( ~·r" in a'tteevelrat unknowns, including the gentlemalt with a f an , and Sgt. Scrh~ener. ( Waiters, markers and camp 

' · · ' foilc •t tu, a nee) 
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23rd ARMOURED REGIMENT 
(THE HALIFAX RIFLES) 

Lieut.-Colonel J . H. 0 . Oland, M.C., Commanding Officer 

Training 
In January and February 1958 the Regiment completed its 

portion of Civil Defence by t raining each Thursday and Sunday. 
1t was the first u nit to complete the necessary block and the outcome 
was surprisingly successful. Troopers to Captains i nclusi ~e took 
the course and we had only one fa ilure- a trooper. The mterest 
a nd attendance were both excellent. By concentrating the course 
into the two months period the u ni t was able to get it out of the 
way and then concent rate on armoured tra ining for the balance of 
the season . 

Armoured 
Excellent progress was made on this t raining. In spite of the 

restricted pay most Sundays saw the Armoured Squadron on the 
t raining area on practical work while T hursday evenings were 
devoted to theory and class room work. Two week-ends a month 
were spent on driving a nd maintenance (T.) and wireless, with night 
exercises included . During the year a week-end tank shoot was 
done on an imp rovised range at Hartl.en's Point with the fall of 
shots in the ocean or on the shore. Emphasis was placed on Officer 
and N.C.O. tra ining. The Squadron qualified four Corporals and 
one Sergeant during the season. 

G.M .T. 
All new entries go to the G.M .T . Squadron. U pon graduation 

they are posted to the Armoured Squadron. A good deal of 
enthusiasm is shown and the reward of going Armoured keeps up 
attenda nce on parade a nd attention to training. The Squad.ron 
combines at times with the Armoured Squadron to carry out rught 
exercises. Ra nge work on small arms was well attended and a fair 
number of good marksmen p roduced, especially on the F.N. rifle 
and 9 mm. pistol. 

The graduates' class has produced some excellent demonstra­
tions of Army training in add ition to the usual inspection and 
ma rch past ceremonies. These included demonstrations ~f stripping 
and assembling small arms blindfolded, recce. and fi.ghtmg patrols 
a nd vehicle (wheel) work. These were designed to app~a l to ~he 
public and were well received. Especially instructive and mterestmg 

23RD ARMOURED REGIMENT 75 

was the use of explosives a nd bla nk ammuni tion in the fighting 
patrol demonstrations. 

Command 

Lieut.-Colonel S. F . Snair relinquished command in 1958. 
Major J. H . 0. Oland, M.c., assumed com mand as Lieut.-Colonel. 

Qualifications 
D uring the year two senior officers qualified for "M.S.C." . 

One has only one subject to comp lete before qualification. This 
leaves us in a good position from the point of view of command. 

One senior officer also took a C.O. cou rse and qualified. 
All Captains a re qualified for their rank. Two will be writing 

next year for senior rank. 
All Lieutenants and 2nd/Lieutenants are qualified in their rank. 

Several reached t ime in service and were promoted. 
. At the moment the uni t has two officer cadets. Both qualified 
m Phase 1 a nd also completed two weeks' practical in 1958. The 
R .S.M. was promoted to the ra nk of Captain during the year. He 
has taken over the task of Adjutant- a gain for the Regiment. 

Social 

During the year the Officers' a nd Sergeants' M esses kept well 
a head on socia l lines. The 98th Anniversary Dinner and seasonal 
dances kept the members in the Regimental social swim. 

P ublic Relations 
The Regiment enjoyed its share of good public relations during 

1957-58. Care is taken to foster this and the u ni t is well k nown and 
respected a mong the civilian popula tion as well as the Army circles. 

Inter-Unit Co-operation 
Excellent. The Regiment has had members of several other 

units attached to it on long a nd short week-end exercises fo r training 
and experience. It is a lways will ing to accommodate with personnel, 
qua rters, etc., and we have enjoyed being in a position to co-operate. 
It is a two-way street a nd we have benefited in return. This was 
found to be especially true when we requested use of facilities from 
outside units when on week-end training exercises. 

I . & A. Personnel 
Co-operation in this sphere has been well above average. The 

unit is fortunate in having Regular Force I. & A. who have shown 
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interest in the unit's training problems. The instruction has been 
good and assistance given has been excellent. 

R.F. Recruitment 
Again this year we lost some good members to the Regular 

Force. We feel that losses of this kind a re well worth while a nd we 
continue to advance the interest of those seeking the Armed Services 
as a career. 

Armouries Association 
Prior to the outbreak of the 1914-18 Wa r a Ha lifax Rifles 

Armouries Association was formed. That war a nd the 1939-45 War 
interru pted p lans. The latter war saw the Associa tion put into 
T rust. Lega l di fficulties were resolved du r.ing 1957-58 a nd the 
Association has been re-activated and is now functioning. All ex­
regimental members are eligible for membership a nd good progress 
is being made in enrolling ex-members. AIL serving members 
automatically belong to it. 

Ex-Members 
A good number of ex-members continue to take a very active 

interest in unit activities. During the year we lost a n outstanding 
ex-member in the person of Major J. A. McMa han who died during 
the winter. 

Band 
The Ba nd carried out its specialized tra ining a nd qualified most 

of its people in their trade training. It represented the Regiment on 
city parades a nd on outside town occasions. 

Summer Camp 
Th is was held at Camp Gagetown this year. Reports show that 

for those who a ttended it was well worth while. The instruction was 
good and there were no complaints re accommodations and meals. 
Unfortuna tely numbers fell off sharply due to the camp being held 
in June before school closed. This particula rly had an adverse effect 
upon the members of the Regiment who have to take examinations 
in school. lt is hoped that 1959 will see the camp held after school 
closing. 

Recruiting 
Since fall training commenced it has picked up considerably. 

Most of the new entries come as a result of word-of-mouth propa­
ganda from those taking a part in unit activities. 

\ ·-

32nd LOCATING BATTERY R.C.A. 
(Brockville Rifles) 

77 

The cha nge of command from Maj or W. S. Watson to Major 
~· D. Cooper, officially dated 19th J une, 1958, took place early 
m the yea r. 

Major Cooper joined the Brockville Rifl es as a Rifleman in 
1938, and was comm issioned 2nd/ Lieu tenant in 1942. H e served 
in Engla r.ld with the Stormont, D undas and G lengarry Highla nders, 
land rng rn Normand~ on D-Day, and was promoted Capta in on 
14th August, 1944, hrs 23rd br rthday. He was wounded in action 
t wice a nd i.nvalided home to Ca nada in M ay 1945. Discharged from 
the Canad ran Army (Active) because of h is wounds, he served wi th 

MAJOR J. D .. COOPER AND MAJOR W. S. WATSO 
the new and rcttnng officers commanding the Brockville R ifles. 

~ he Princess of Wales Regiment in Kingston, Ontari o, while attend­
mg Queen's University. On receiving his B.Sc. degree, Major 
Coo~er took u~ his present employment with the Philips Electrical 
Co. rn Brockvrlle and rejoined his original Regiment, then the 
60th L.A.A. Regiment, R.C.A., in the rank of Capta in. 

In Ja nuary 1958, for geogra ph ical reasons, 32 Locating Battery 
was t ransfer red from 13 to 12 Milit ia Group. Headquarters 12 
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Militia Grou p is in Ottawa, 70 miles from Brockville, so we hope 
to have a closer associa tion with other uni ts in our group than 
has heretofore been enjoyed. 

On 29th May Major E. D . B. Code, E.D., R .C.A .M.<?· • himself 
a 30-year veteran of the Battery, presented the Canad1an Forces 
Decorat ion (C.D.) to th ree members of the Battery. 

Summer Camp this year was again at the Royal Canadian School 
of Arti llery, Camp Shilo , Manitoba. Although the number attend­
ing th is year was smaller than in previous ye~~·s: d ue_ to the e~rly 
camp date, this unit was the largest of the MJII tJa u mts attendmg. 
All four M ilitia Locating units from Toronto, M ontreal, Q~e.bec 
City and Brockville were integrated a nd employed in ~eld trammg, 
with survey, sou nd ranging, a nd radar equ1p~ent used 111 t~e dep~oy­
ment of a locating battery with a Field Regiment of Artillery Ill a 
brigade exercise. 

Sixty High School students, 16 to 18 years of _age, enrolled in 
the 32 Locating Battery Militia Summer RecrUit Cours~. The 
course ran for seven weeks during the school sum mer va~atwn and 
the p rogramme covered the basic Reg~ l~r Army RecrUit ~ourse, 
Corps Training, and Civi l Defence Trammg. The ~nstruct~on and 
Administrative Staff of 17 a ll ra nks was supplied mamly by 
32 Locating Battery wi th assistance from the Regular Army. 

The T raining Sylla bus fo r the first half of the year covered 
Civil D efence subjects a nd Recruit Training. ~~e second half of 
the training year is being used for Corps Tra uung. The second 
half of the training year started off well w1th 1_20 all ra?-ks on the 
first parade. The most interesting i tem is the mtroductwn of and 
training with the F.N. Rifle. 

M ajor-General H . 0 . N. Brownfie_ld, C.B.E_., M.C., C.D., H onorary 
Colonel of the Royal Canadian Artillery, d1ed on 9th July_, 1958, 
and was buried from the F irst Presbyterian Church, Brockv1lle, _o n 
11th July, 1958. The Battery was honoured to be asked to ~rov1de 
the M ilitary Band, ushers for the church, a nd an escort of SIX men 
for the funeral. 

The Battery was represented at the funeral of Colonel D . B. 
Buell, o.s.o., c.o., on 28th July, 1958. Colonel Buell was a 
descendant of one of the founders of Brockville, his forebear 
having been given a Crown Grant of land which included most of 
the present town of Brockville. 
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VICTORIA RIFLES OF CANADA 
Lieut.-Colonel G. Ross Robertson, C.D., Commanding Officer 

D uring the year ending 31st October, 1958, the Regiment paraded 
regularly one evening per week for traini ng, with another evening 
set aside for administrative duties and shooting on the indoor range. 

One of the highlights of the training year was the Annual Camp 
from 14th to 22nd June. This year the Regiment proceeded to 
Camp Gagetown, New Brunswick, where we were attached to the 
2nd Battalion The Black Watch (R .H.R.) of Canada. Tllis was the 
first time that the Regiment has worked with a unit of the Regular 
Army a nd it was undou btedly one of the best camps we have ever 
attended. This was due in no small way to the excellent adm inistra­
tive arrangements a nd training faci lities p rovided by The Black 
Watch to say nothing of the comfort and conveniences of the brand 
new barrack blocks in which we were qua rtered. 

All personnel were on one of the following courses : Officers' 
Tactics, Warrant Officers' Dri ll and D uties, Senior N.C.O., Junior 
N.C.O., Signals, M. M.G., M ortar and Leading Infa ntryma n. Tn 
addition to this the detachment of the Bugle Band that was with 
us carried out their own syllabus of t raining. 

The Annual Officers' M ess D inner was held in D ecember and 
we were privileged in having as our Guest of Honour the H onourable 
George R. Pearkes, v.c., c.B., o .s.o., M.c., M.P., M inister of National 
Defence, who gave a most interesting and informative address. 

The Annual Regimenta l Church Parade was held on Sunday, 
I I th M ay, to the Church of St. Ja mes the Apostle. Despite a deluge 
of rain on the way to church the parade was a success a nd the 
Sa lu te taken by Major-Genera l J . M . R ockingha m, c.B., c.B.E., 
o .s .o., E.D., General Officer Comma nding Quebec Command. On 
the occasion of this parade the Regiment was accompanied by its 
affil iated Cadet Corps and the two Regimental Branches of the 
Canadian Legion. 

The Officers' and Sergeants' Messes have been active and in 
early June the Officers' Mess entertained at an informal reception 
for the Commandant and members of the 1958 Bisley Team. Tt 
was a particular pleasure to welcome the Commandant, Major 
Taylor Spittal , a fo rmer officer of the Regiment, as was also one of 
the shooting members, M ajor A. J. F. Roberts. 

Following the summer holidays, parades commenced again in 
September and we are looking forward to a successful year. 
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SYDNEY UNIVERSITY REGIMENT 
Lieut.-Colonel K. G. Mosher, O.B.E., E.D., Commanding Officer 

The Regiment was reorganised during the year and now consists 
of R.H.Q. , four Rifle Companies, Support Company, Administra­
tive Company and a Field Engineer Troop. A Field Baltery is 
being formed. The strength stands at 1,183 with this year's intake 
of National Servicemen still to join. 

The H onorary Colonel, Major-General Sir Victor Windeyer, 
K.B.E. , C.B., D.S.O., E.D., M.A., LL.B., was appointed to the Bench of 
the High Court of A ustralia in Victoria and on 30th October, 
1958, it was publicly announced that Her Majesty had been pleased 
to admit the Honorary Colonel to the Order of the British Empire 
as a Knight of that Order. 

Lieut. J. W. Wiley left Australia for Oxford in September as 
the Rhodes Scholar for N.S.W. 

Lieut. Cullen, who had been overseas for about 18 months, 
returned in November 1957 and gave a most wholesome accou nt 
of the kindnesses shown by and happy times spent with the King's 
Royal Rifle Corps. 

Training 
The year 1958 was ushered in by the successful conclusion of 

the Annual Junior Leaders' and Specialists' Courses held this year 
at the beach camp of Long Bay Rifle Range. The camp trained 
groups of students as Corporals, Sergeants, Drivers, Signallers, 
Cooks, Clerks, Storemen, and was enjoyed by all who attended. 

The main training camp was held over a 20-day period at 
Singleton, in the H unter River Valley, a wine-producing area 
north-west of Sydney. The t ra ining directive laid down " D efence" 
as the phase to be studied, so a ll facets of this phase were exam ined 
in detai l. A successful camp was concluded by a three-day battalion 
exercise. H owever, the highlight of the camp for the 1100 attending 
members was an aerial display of strafing, rocketing and bombing 
by Australian-built Sabre Jet fighters. The climax of the display 
was a demonstration descent by a fully-equipped a irborne platoon. 

During the camp the Regiment re-raised a :field battery from 
volunteers and although as yet no a uthority exists for th is sub­
unit's formation it has had eight months' pleasant and successful 
training using borrowed equipment under the appointed B.C., 
Major Moodie, R.A.A. 

I. 
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Du ring the yea r the Regiment had 35 members commissioned in 
the Australian Military Forces. 

Social 
The Annual Regimental Dinner was voted a success and amongst 

the notables p resent were Lieut.-Colonel Si r Charles Bickerton 
Blackburn, the Chancellor of the University, Major-General J. R . 
Stevenson, c .B.E., o.s.o., E.D., G .O.C. 2nd Division, Major-General 
The Honourable Mr. Justice Sir W. J. V. Windeyer, K.B.E., c .B., 
C. B. E.~ o.s.o., E.D. , the Honorary Colonel, and Lieut. R. Cutler, v.c., 
a regimental Old Boy, newly appointed as the Austral ian H igh 
Commissioner to Pa kistan. 

The Annual Regimental Ball was colourful gay and enjoyed 
by a large crowd of " regimental " types and their ladies who 
danced to the wee small hours. 

Additional Notes 
The ~onorary Colonel .. Major-General Sir Victor Windeyer, 

was appomted to the pos1t1on of Justice of the High Court of 
Australia and was kn ighted during the year. The unit is naturally 
proud of one of i ts old "privates ". It is interesting to note that 
both son~ o~ the Honor~ry Colonel a re members of the Regiment 
and contmumg the serv1ce for wh ich the fami ly has become noted. 

The award of the O.B.E. to the Commandng Officer in the 
New Year's Honours List made a fitting climax to a pleasant and 
successful year. 

Postscript 

1959 brings the unit the ceremony of a" New Colours Presenta­
tion " which is looked forward to by all ranks with eager anticipation. 

THE ROYAL RH ODESIA REGIMENT 
On 4th April, 1958, an event of importance in the Regiment 

was the announcement from Headquarters, Central Africa Com­
mand, that the Queen, our Colonel-in-Chief, had approved the 
appomtment of Colonel G. E. Wells, o.B.E., E.D., as H onora ry 
Colonel of the 1st Battalion, in succession to Colonel N. S. Ferris, 
C.B.E., E.D. 

Both officers have had long military service. Colonel Ferris 
joined a Terri torial battalion of The East Surrey Regiment in 1914 

H 
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a nd was la ter commissioned into The Queen's Royal West Surrey 
Regiment, with which he served in France. 

He came to Southern Rhodesia in 1920, a nd was a n officer of 
the Bulawayo Rifle Company until 1927. Then, on the formati on 
of The Rhodesia Regiment of the new Terri toria l Force, he became 
the fi rst company co mmander of the 2nd Battalion at Bulawayo. 
Transferred to the 1st Battalion a t Salisbury in 1928, he commanded 
the battalion from 1933 to 1939. 

He was mobilised on the outbreak of war in 1939 a nd com­
manded No. 1 Training Camp at Salisbury and then the Southern 
Rhodesia co ntingent to the Middle East in Apri l 1940. He was 
re-commissioned into The King's Royal Rifle Corps and served 
for two years in the Western Desert, Palestine and Cyprus. 

Thereafter he was Southern Rhodesia Military Liaison Officer 
in successively East and West Africa, South Africa, India a nd South­
East Asia. He was mentioned in despatches, made an O.B.E. 
(Military Division) and also holds the Efficiency Decoration with 
two clasps. 

Colonel Ferris was appointed Honorary Colonel of the 1st 
Battalion The Royal Rhodesia Regiment in 1947 in succession to 
Colonel Sir Ernest Guest, K. B.E., C. M. G. , c .v.o. A journalist by 
profession, he retired from the editorship of The Rhodesia Herald 
in 1955. In 1956 he was made a C.B.E. (Civil Division). 

Colonel Wells, who had been a Boys' High (now Prince Edward) 
School cadet and then a Senior Cadet at Salisbury, was com­
missioned into the Southern Rhodesia Volunteers in 1919. He con­
tinued his service in the Territorial Force when it was formed in 
1927. He served in both the 1st and 2nd Battalions of The Rhodesia 
Regiment. 

During the war he was Second-in-Command of The Rhodesian 
African Rifles and then, in East Africa, of The Southern Rhodesia 
Armoured Car Regiment. 

He was the senior officer of the Rhodesian contingent which 
went to the 6th (South African) Armoured Division in 1943 and was 
appointed Second-in-Command of the Special Service Battalion 
(tanks). 

He was promoted Liel}tenant-Colonel and commanded the 
battalion when the commanding officer was wounded in the advance 
through Italy. He was mentioned in despatches and was awarded 
the American Bronze Star. 

After the war Colonel Wells commanded the 1st Battalion The 
Royal Rhodesia Regiment, until 1950, when he was promoted 
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Colonel a nd a ppo inted Officer Comma nding T roops, Mashonaland . 
He was made an O.B.E. (M ilitary Division) and a lso holds the 
Efficiency Decoration. 

Owing to pressure of civil work he went to the Reserve of 
O fficers in 1954. In civi l life, Colonel Wells is Clerk of the House 
to the Federal Assembly and before that was Clerk of the Southern 
Rhodesia House . 

1st BATTALION, SALISBURY 

Lieut.-Colonel B. G. Franklin, commanding 

T.he highlight of the past year. was the annual camp. Not long 
?efo1e Jt was due to go out for th1s, the Battalion was informed tha t 
Jt wou ld be taken to Nyasaland (some 300 miles) by air, for training 
there. There followed days of hectic activity in the course of which 
the Battalion Seco nd-in-Command, Major Norman Ja rdine, is said 

Men of the lsi Bn., T he Royal Rhodesian Regiment embarking for the Hight to 
N yasaland m a D ako ta o f the Royal Rhodes ian Air Force. 
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to have been seen in the somewhat large hours of the early morning, 
struggling with the pounds which would go to make up ai rcraft 
loads. 1 n the weight contest it is said that there was keen competition 
between the C.O. a nd the R.S.M ., both of whom, fully equ ipped, 
nar rowly missed the 300 lb. mark. Notwithstanding this sub­
sta ntial total it is possible to say that in neither case was the water 
bottle fill ed with liquid of a higher specific gravity tha n water. 

Over a period of two days some 500 men of the Battalion were 
flown to Nyasaland, the remainder carrying out their t raining in 
the usual camp a rea at Jnkomo, some 30 miles from Salisbury. 

Staging overnight at N ew Sarum Ai rport Station (the Head­
quarters of the Royal R hodesia n Air Force), all ranks were most 
hospita bly treated by that Force. Company cooks sat back a nd 
enjoyed the culinary effor ts of unknown cordons b/eu in the Air 
Force kitchens-the sort of joy they were not to know again ! 

On arrival at Chi leka Airport in Nyasaland, the Battalion set up 
a camp adjacent to the airstrip, prior to setting off in company 
groups for their training. Much assista nce in the preparations of 
th is camp, a nd in the provision of t ransport for the mobile exercises, 
came from the 2nd Battalion The King's African Rifles- help given 
in the very best of spirit and for which the Royal Rhodesians were 

most gratefu l. 
Duri ng the rigorous training which followed the R .R.A.F. 

carried out an air drop exercise. Water was delivered in the form 
of ice, a fact which caused great astonishment to the local indigenous 
pop ulation who had not met water before in that form . 

Those elements which remained behind at Inko mo trained 
there under the watchful eye of O.C. H.Q. Company, Major J . E . 
Jackson. On its return from Nyasala nd the Batta lion was delighted 
to find they had not been idle. I n a manner which would do credit 
to the College of H eralds, they had prepared a most erudite com­
posi tion with the Regimental badge borne aloft between two 
for midable wings (admittedly resembling those of a vulture rather 
than a Dakota), u nder a symmetrically flowing ribbon proudly 
inscribed " 1st (Airborne) Battalion". The fi nal touch, provided 
more in hope than in faith, was a well-worn pair of boots lying in 
most discarded fashion at the foot of the Coat of Arms. 

D uring the year the Battalion said a most sorrowful farewell to 
its H onorary Colonel, Colonel N . S. Ferris , c .B.E., E.D. T he Officers' 
Mess Di nner, at which a presentation was made to Colonel Ferris 
on behalf of all members of the Mess, was attended by the Governor­
General and Commander-in-Chief of the Federation, His Excellency 
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the ~t. .H on. The Earl of D alhousie, G.B.E., M. C., o.L., himself a 
Tem tonal A~my soldier du ring the war. Colonel Ferris' connection 
w,1th the Regiment goes back. to its foundation in 1927, though he 
h~d by then s~en muc~ serv1ce, both in World War r and after, 
w1th o~her ~n1ts. Durmg the l~st war Colonel Ferris joined the 
60th R1fles m ~gypt, strengthenmg thus ou r associatio n, of which 
he was a lways Jmmensely proud. H e had been H onorary Colonel 
of the Battahon for some eleven years and his wise cou nsels and ever 
ready support are greatly missed . 

Colonel Ferris was succeeded as H onorary Colonel by Colonel 
~· E .. Wel.ls, O. B.E. , E.~ ., a lso a member of the Regiment since its 
mceptJ.on m. 1927, shanng to the full his predecessor's pride in the 
a~hat1on w1th th.e 60~h. The fortunes of war having provided him 
w 1 t l~ the co mf? r.tmg (1 f uncomfortable) shelter of a tank, he d id not 
achieve t l:e prJVJ iege of membership of the 60th, tho ugh he a lways 
recalls With great pleasure a short period of attachment to the 
K .R .R .C. a t Tidworth in 1931. 

A p~rade in. honour ? f the Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen 
was. agam held m the D n ll Hall grounds, with Territo rials, Regulars 
Pohce a nd Cadets all participating. The Parade was commanded 

A platoon of the 1s t Bn., The R oyal Rhodesian Re iment k · Gnm expressions testify to the knowledge that the/are st'l\"" es •r w~y up /he s lopes of Mount Mlanje. 
Federation of Rhodesia a'nd nNa;a!;ran~~~ o the h•ghest mountain in the 
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by L ieut.-Colonel B. G. Franklin. The new-revived Batta lion Band 
made its very welcome reappearance at the parade. Foll owi ng a 
p leasant custom, now of many years' stand ing, a representative 
gathering of senio r officers, civil d ignitaries, Members of Pa rlia ment 
a nd friends of the Battalion, assembled in the Officers' Mess after 
the parade and at the bidd ing of the H onorary Co lonel, toasted 
the health of Her M ajesty the Queen, o ur Colonel-in-C hief. 

The Battalion provided a G uard of H onour and Ba nd for the 
ceremo nia l Openi ng of P arl iament by His Excellency the Governor 
of Southern Rhodesia . The Gua rd was co mma nded by Captain 
J . H . C. N icho lls, the subalterns being L ieut. W. G. C hapman a nd 
2nd/Lieut. B. Bowker. 

We were delighted to find that the 1958 Imperial Defence 
College Touring Party included an o ffice r well known in 60th circles 
in the person of Brigadier E . A. W . Will iams, O. B. E. , M.C. His t ime 
in Salisbury was very li mited but he nevertheless was able to join 
a small dinner party given by the H onorary Colonel of the 1st 
Battalion, within an hour o r two of h is a rrival. Such contacts are 
all too few and far between a nd Brigad ier Willia ms' action in 
agreeing to carry out such a n engagement at the end of a long a nd 
ti ring day was greatly a ppreciated . 

2nd BATTALION, BULAWAYO 

Lieut.-Colonel C. R. A. Blackwell, M.B.E., E.D., commanding 

T he Battalion had a nother successful year and once again the 
Batta lion Fireworks Display was held and it was voted one of the 
best ever seen in the City. 

" C" Compa ny, under Major L. G . M orrison, took part in the 
Remembrance Day Parade as well as a detachment of the Battalion's 
Armoured Cars under co mmand of Ca pta in M . S. Williams. 

During June the Battalion again held a very successfu l two-day 
W eapon Meeting, a tt racting 132 individual and 33 team entries. 
H was g ratifying to see so many Riflemen competing. The Battali on 
t ook part in the Central African Comma nd Weapon M eeting during 
October. Two of our young shots reached the last qualifying 48 
f or the Queen's M edal. We finished fifth in the team event, being 
beaten by teams from the Regular units. 

The Queen's Birthday Pa rade was held on 12th June, the Salute 
being taken by H is Excellency The Governor-General. The 
]Rhodesian African Rifles carried their colours on this pa rade and 
we paraded with six G uards. 
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Two week-end exercises were held , na mely, " Digger" and 
"Press On " . I n the fi rst the Battalion was required to move into 
a defensive posi tion which involved a good deal of digging. In the 
second the Battalion was deployed in an " Advance to Contact,. role. 

A M ilitary Tattoo was again held in conj unction with the 
Annual Bulawayo Agricultu ral Show, and this year the Battalion 
presented an Historical Pageant of what could have occurred at 
the Zimbabwe Ruins. 

O ur Annual two-weeks Cam p of continuous trai ning took place 
in September and started off wi th the Batta lion taking part in the 
Flag March through the streets of Bulawayo. After 10 days of 
revision of t raining, range and field fi ring the Battal ion took par t 
in an I nternal Securi ty (Urban) Exercise in conju nction with the 
P o lice. 

D uri ng Camp the Battalion competed successfully against the 
Depot at H ockey, Rugby and Soccer fo r the In te r-Unit Sports Cup. 

On the last day of Camp a Battalion Parade was held, the Salute 
bei ng taken by Colonel C. M . G r igg, M.C ., Officer Commanding 
Southern Area, who then p resented the va rious trophies that had 
been competed fo r d uring the Camp period, inparticula r the Bulawayo 
M oto ring Club T rophy for the best shot in the Battalion, won by 
Sgt. Heilbro n. H is scores were : L.M. G., 162 points, and Rifle 
68 points. 

I n the field of sport our cricket eleven established a record for 
its League competi tion by disposing of the opposition for the 
meagre total o f 6 r uns (1 four, 2 singles) ! 

We welcome our new Tra ining Office r, Majo r P. Cadman, 
t ransferred from the D epot, and our Adjutant, Captain N. S. 
T hompson, who recently retu rned from service in M alaya with the 
R hodesian African Rifles. 

O ur congratulations to A./M ajo r J . A. Kendrick on attaining 
command of the recently-formed " D " Company. 

3rd BATTALION, NORTHERN RHODESIA 

Lieut.-Colonel F. B. Canning Cooke, O.B.E., T.D., commanding 

This was the Battalion's second year of being, bu t any newly­
joined subaltern or ranker might be fo rgiven fo r thinking that it 
had been in existence fo r m any years. Despite an enforced system 
of traini ng which means that the troops only meet each other once 
a month, except for the annual two-week cam p, there is a real 
esprit de corps in each of the platoons. T hese, readers will recall, are 
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drawn one from each of the five Copperbelt towns and are supple­
mented at camp by one each from Lusaka and Broken Hill, 
respectively. 

There is a variety of functions held by each sub-unit in its own 
town and at camp it was interesting to note that those who did the 
most in this field tended to carry off the honours. " B " Company 
of Luanshya, commanded by Major J. D. Chadwick, especially 
shone as it carried off every one of the cups- Bisley, Inter-Platoon 
Marching Competition and the Athletics. They were also to the 
fore at the most enjoyable and talented Camp Concert. 

The camp this year was used to make everyone fighting fit and 
to get them used to the sort of life that any action here will enforce 
on them. As it was the coldest July in many people's memory, it 
will not be forgotten for a long time. However, th e training pro­
gramme left little time for the men to brood on discomfort and 
they achieved a considerable programme of conventional warfare 
and internal security schemes before camp broke up. 

Our R.S.M., Mr. H . A. Eldridge, was presented with the Terri­
torial Efficiency Medal by the Governor of Northern Rhodesia, Sir 
Arthur Benson, K.C.M.G., on Tug Argan Day. This anniversary is 
observed each year to commemorate the victory in Abyssinia in 
World War II by the Northern Rhodesia Regiment over vastly 
superior numbers of the Italian forces opposed to them. 

All the larger towns now have Territorial Force Training Centres. 
The last to be opened was at Ndola where the Federal Prime Minister, 
Sir Roy Welensky, C.M.G., M.P., performed the ceremony in June. 
He had previously been on an official tour of the units in December 
1957 when Major F. G. Milligan was commanding. 

Sir Roy has always made a point of visiting the 1st Battalion 
at their Annual Camp near Salisbury so it was good to see him 
taking an early and lively interest in the 3rd Battalion. He was 
obviously impressed by a ll that had been achieved in such a short 
time. 

We have of course been well served by a Regular Staff of officers 
all drawn from the Rhodesia and Nyasaland Corps of Infantry and 
it is with regret that we see them depart after all too short a stay. 
Major C. W. Greathead left during the year and he was replaced 
by Major C. E. Welch who is leaving at the end of the year for the 
Staff College. Our Adjutant, Captain D. F . Desfountain, who has 
nursed us along from the start, has also been transferred. 

There have also been numerous changes among the officers of 
the Battalion. Captain D. A. Maguire has taken over from Major 

, 
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G. R. Unwin, M.C. , in H.Q. Company, and Major B. Terry assumed 
command of " E" Company, one of the independent companies in 
Lusaka. Major F . G. Milligan and Major J. A. Stewart Garden, 
E.D., remain in command of " C " and "A" Companies respectively. 

THE DEPOT 
Lieut.-Colonel C. B. McCullagh, M.B.E., commanding 

Staff and trainees a t Llewellin Barracks have had a busy and 
interesting year. 

They have paraded in public on a number of occasions with 
great credit. Guards of honour were provided for the arrival of 
the new Governor General in the Federation and for the Opening 
of the Federal Parliament. Our troops have taken part in the 

l 

HIS EXCELLENCY TH E GOVERNO R-GENERAL OF T HE FEDERATION OF 
RHODESIA AND NYASALAND 

presenting LT .-COL. C. B. Me CULLAGH Officer Commanding the D epot, The~Royal 
Rhodesia Regiment, with the M.B.E., awarded for services in Malaya. 

Digitized 
by 

RCM 
Collection



90 ROYAL RHODESIA REGIMENT 

Queen's Birthday Parade ; a Flag March. in Bulawayo ; Tattoos 
in Salisbury, Gwelo and Bulawayo, and in riot drill demonstrations. 

The Depot Commander, Lieut.-Colonel F. D. Slater, left us on 
the 30th Apri l, 1958, to assume command of the Northern Rhodesia 
Regiment and he was succeeded by Lieut.-Colonel McCullagh, just 
returned from Malaya with the Rhodesian African Rifles. 

During the year we said farewell to the 2nd Battalion King's 
African Rifles transferred to Zomba, and welcomed the 1st Battalion 
Rhodesian African Rifles. 

Among those who reviewed passing-out parades during the year 
were His Excellency The Governor-General, who presented Lieut.­
Colonel McCullagh with his M.B.E., awarded for services in Malaya; 
Brigadier R. E. B. Long, Chief of Staff, Central Africa Command ; 
His Worship the Mayor of Bulawayo, Councillor J . S. McNeillie, 
o.B.E. , M.M. ; the Federal Prime Minister, Sir Roy Welensky, 
c. M.G., Colonel C. M. Grigg, M.C., Officer Comma nding Southern 
Area, Colonel N. S. Ferris, C.B.E., E.D., the then Senior Honorary 
Colonel of the Royal Rhodesia Regiment, and Lieut.-Colonel C. R . A. 
Blackwell , M.B.E. , E.D., commanding 2 R.R .R. 

Sporting facilities have been expanded considerably and it is 
hoped to have the new fields grassed by mid-1959. The cricket team 
won the Walsh Cup- a fine effort. The Rugby team tied for top 
place in the League. Hockey, soccer, squash and tennis are played 
extensively. The swimming pool has been renovated and should 
prove popular once the weather gets warmer. 

At the annua l sporting fixture between Depot and 2 R.R.R. the 
latter were victorious in rugger, soccer and hockey. 

The Depot wishes to place on record its receipt of a silver cup, 
the gift of The King's Royal Rifle Corps. This beautiful trophy 
was handed over to Lieut.-Colonel C. B. McCullagh, the Depot 
Commander, by Colonel J. de L. Th ompson, O.D.E., E.D. , Senior 
Honorary Colonel of The Royal Rhodesia Regiment, at a ceremony 
in Brady Barracks in the presence of a large number of Riflemen. 
In a letter to Colonel Thompson from the Senior Colonel Com­
mandant of the 60th, Lieut.-General Sir Euan A. B. Miller, K.C.B., 

K.B.E. , D.S.O. , M.C. , the latter wrote : 
" We wish to make this small presentation to the Depot so 

that it can have something to mark the Alliance between the two 
Regiments. 

The Cup takes with it the very best wishes of a ll ranks of 
The King's Royal Rifle Corps and the confident hope that the 
links between us wi ll grow ever closer." 
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All Royal Rhodesians are deeply a ppreciati ve of this touch ing 
gesture from our parent Regiment. 

BATTLE HONOURS, 1939-1945 

M a ny officers and other ranks from The Royal Rh odesia Regi­
ment served in The King's Royal Rifle Corps in the Second World 
:Var, n~tably with the I st Battalion in the Desert Campaign, includ­
mg S1d1 Rezegh. Many Rhodesians a lso served in the K. R. R.C. 
in the First World War. The following item of news therefore will 
be of great interest to all Riflemen. 

The award of " The Second World War " as a Battle H onour 
to The Royal Rhodesia Regiment has been approved by Her Majesty 
The Queen. 

A statement issued by the Federal Department of Defence points 
out that under the principles adopted for the award of Battle 
Honours in respect of the Second World War to regiments of the 
British Army, principles to which the Federal Government sub­
scribes, 50 per cent. of a unit of a regiment claiming a Battle Honour 
must normally have been engaged with the enemy and fighting as 
part of the regiment. 

While The Royal Rhodesia Regiment does not fulfil this condi­
tion, it is felt, both by Federal and British authorities that the 
special circumstances of the case of this regiment justify r~cognition 
by the award of one comprehensive Honou r. 

Circumstances 

The special circumstances are that, as the result of arrangements 
made between the Government of Southern Rhodesia on the one 
h and and the Governments of the United Kingdom and the Union 
o~ South Africa on the other, units of the then Rhodesia Regiment 
d1d not take the field as such but large numbers of its officers and 
other ranks were drafted into British, African, Colonial and South 
African regiments, with which they fought in every theatre of war 
in which British troops were engaged. 

The reason for these arrangements between Governments was 
to make the best and maximum use of Rhodesian military man­
power. Thi~ service, following precedent in the British Army, is 
now recogrused by the grant of the comprehensive Honour, " The 
Second World War ", to The Royal Rhodesia Regiment. 
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The Wording 
It has also been decided that whenever Battle Honours are listed 

in Federal official publications, the following paragraph shall appear 
in relation to the Regiment : 

"The award 'The Second World War' to The Royal 
Rhodesia Regiment is an a ll-embracing Honour. Men from the 
Regiment served during the War and in battle with many British, 
African Colonial and South African regiments, and in all 
theatre; of war in which British troops were engaged. In recogni­
tion of this world-wide service by Rhodesians in the Second 
World War, and in earlier wars, His Majesty King George VI 
in 1947 granted the prefix ' Royal' to The Rhodesia Regiment, 
which thus became The Royal Rhodesia R egiment." 
The Royal Rhodesia Regiment of the Territorial Force of the 

Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland consists of three battalions, 
two in Southern Rhodesia and one in Northern Rhodesia. 

THE FIJI INFANTRY REGIMENT 
Since the last annual account two important events in the 

history of the Regiment occurred. There was the reconstitution of 
the Regular Force Company into "A" Company, 1st Battalion Fiji 
Infantry Regiment, and, secondly, the tragic death of the H onorary 
Colonel of the Regiment, Ratu Sir Lala Sukuna, K.C.M.G., K.B.E. , 

on 30th May. H e died on the liner Arcadia while on his way to 
England where he intended to spend part of his retirement leave. 

" A" COMPANY, 1 F.I.R. 

In the attempt to preserve and maintain the traditions of the 
1st Battalion it was decided that the Regular Force Company should 
be part of the 1st Battalion, and so it was renamed "A" Company 
1 F.I.R. It is commanded by Captain R. J. B. Ackland. 

Training 
An extensive trammg programme was drawn up for the year 

and included courses on Voice Procedure, 3-inch Mortar, Platoon 
Weapons, Map Readi ng, and Section and Platoon Tactics. A 
seven-day exercise in the field was planned for October but unfortu­
na tely the exercise had to be postponed. The traini ng programme 
was somewhat interrupted by bad weather and visits of V.I.P.s. 
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As usual Instructors from the Company were employed with the 
training of the 2nd (Terri torial) Battalion. 

The Band 
The Band had a particularly busy year with a total of 76 engage­

ments of which 47 were paid for, 18 were official engagements, the 
remainder being performances in a id of schools and charitable 
organisations. 

An important feature about the Band is that all bandsmen are 
trained as infantry soldiers. 

Ceremonial and Visits 
The Company took part in many parades and mounted several 

Guards of Honour fo r visiting V.T.P.s. In January this year the 
Company went across to Nadi and mounted a Guard of Honour 
for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother. In May 
General Sir Francis Festing, G.C. B., K.B.E., o.s.o., paid a short 
visi t to the Headquarters of the Fiji Military Forces and inspected 
a Guard of H onour mounted by " A" Company. General Festing 
was accompanied by Major-General Pike and Captain J . Cornell 
of the Rifle Brigade who was Aide-de-Camp. 

On 30th May i t was announced that Ratu Sir Lala Sukuna had 
died at sea. This death came as a tragic blow to the Fijian race 
in particular, and the Fiji Infantry Regiment of which he was 
H onorary Colonel. A detachment was sent across to Nadi to 
receive the body and escort it to Suva. Together with other units 
of the Fiji Military F orces, "A" Company gave Sir Lala at his 
funeral the Military Honours which he had so r ichly earned. 

2nd BATTALION 

Commanded by Lt.-Col. E. T. T. Cakobau, O.B.E., M.C. 

The Battalion is very much up to strength now with nearly all 
non-effective personnel discharged, the vacancies being fi lled by a 
recruit intake in March. 

Training 
Training was stepped up quite considerably now that most of 

the administrative difficulties had been overcome. Week-end 
Camps were held for all ranks, with extra night training for Officers 
and N.C.O.s. 

An intake of 182 was recrui ted in March and completed three 
months' basic tra ining under Captain Ackland. Heavy rains 
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flooded the camp at Luvuluvu and the intake was moved to Queen 
Elizabeth Barracks. They were inspected by General Festing 
during his visit while on training, and at the end the recru its staged 
a most impressive platoon attack. Afterwards the men presented 
General Festing with the traditional " tabua" or whale's tooth. 
The General was then initiated into " kava" drinking. 

A highly successful training programme for these recruits was 
marred by the sudden death from heart failure of a recrui t whilst 
on an endurance march. 

RATU SIR LALA SUKUNA, K.C.M.G., K.B.E., Med. Mil. 

Born to high rank in 1888, Josefa Lalabalavu Vanayaliyali 
Sukuna was destined to a brilliant career. In 1907, after completing 
his secondary education in Wanganui College, New Zealand, he 
joined the Civil Service as a clerk. In 1913 he went to England to 
study for a Bachelor of Arts Degree at Oxford. He was at Wadham 
College in 1914 when war broke out and volunteered for active 
service, but, incredible as it may seem to-day, the British Army 
turned him down. Determined to be a soldier, he went to Paris 
and enlisted in the French Foreign Legion. He was invalided out, 
having been honoured by the French with the Medaille Militaire. 

After the war he obtained his degree at Oxford and qualified 
as a barrister of the Middle Temple and then returned to Fiji to 
serve his people. In the years that followed he held several important 
Government positions in Fiji. 

In 1946 he was created a Knight of the Order of the British 
Empire for his long, loyal and outstanding services to the Crown. 
In 1950 he was appointed an adviser with the British Delegation 
to the United Nations. During the Queen's visit to Fiji in D ecember 
1953, Her Majesty invested him with the honour of Knight Com­
mander of St. Michael and St. George. 

In 1956 he was appointed the first Speaker of the Legislative 
Council of Fiji, an appointment which he held until his retirement 
early this year. 

His early service in the old Fiji Defence Force was somewhat 
obscure. On his return from France he rejoined the Fiji Civil 
Service then la ter joined the Fiji Labour Contingent as a Staff­
Sergeant and saw service again in Europe. After the war he was 
commissioned in the Fiji Defence Force and served as Aide-de­
Camp to the Governor of Fiji for several terms. Finally he was 
posted to the Reserve in the rank of Captain. In 1942 he returned 
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to the Active List and was appointed Recrui ting Officer. The Army 
authorities could not have made a better choice. His services as 
Recrui ting Officer were valuable to the Forces, but even more 
valuable were his visits to Fijian so ldiers in the Solomons. His 
presence in the field of battle and his words of encouragement were 
tonic to the nerves and helped to boost morale considerably. 

Whether as Leader of the Fijian race, Secretary for Fijian 
Affairs, Commissioner of Native Lands, Speaker of the Legislative 
Council , or as Honorary Colonel of the Fij i Infantry Regiment, 
he was a most important link in the whole system of government 
in Fiji, and his death is a loss, not only to the Regiment, but to 
the Colony as a whole. 

THE KENYA REGIMENT (T .F.) 
Lieut.-Colonel C. S. Madden, Commanding Officer 

Reorganisation 
Since our last letter the Regiment has been busy reorganising 

once again as a Territorial Force and by the New Year (1959) 
this will have been completed. The main changes were made at 
the end of Annual Camp in September when the Colonel decided 
to amalgamate "A" and " B " Companies into " 0 " Company 
based on Nairobi, and to disband " E" and " F" Companies, 
both of whom were sadly under strength. The Regiment is therefore 
composed of four rifle companies, stationed at Nairobi, Nakuru, 
Nanyuki and Nyeri respectively and Headquarter Company based 
at R.H.Q. at Nairobi. 

This organisation is definitely more practicable and means that 
rifle companies will be able to muster at good strength for week-end 
training. Headquarter Company is being built up to include a 
larger Signal Platoon, and a new reconnaissance troop is being 
formed, volunteers for which have been speedily forthcoming. The 
establishment, too, has been reduced in similar proportion which 
has meant that one or two of the Regular Staff will have to be 
dispensed with. 

There is little doubt that its new look will enable the Regiment 
to operate with greater efficiency in the New Year and that the 
reorganisation will therefore bring dividends in the years to come. 
That there is a definite future for the Regiment is quite certain. 
Kenya, while outwardly calm at present, is approaching a period 
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of considerable internal difficulty. The recent All-African Congress 
at Accra is a clear pointer to African intentions in territory still 
governed by Europeans. Although sniped at in the Legislative 
Council by African and Asian members, and got at by Government 
financiers the fact remains that the Regiment has a host of 
supporter~ in all walks of life all over the Colony and its retention 
is assured. 

News of the Regular Staff 
The main item of news of the Green Jacket representatives here 

on the Perma nent Staff is of Colonel Cha rles Madden's impending 
departure after three years in Command, and Colonel Dick Vernon's 
arrival. 

Considerable satisfaction is felt a mong the Regiment's large 
farming community at Colonel Charles forsaking the Army for 
agriculture, to which a pt reference was made by the Colonel of 
the Regiment when presenting him with a magnificent salver on 
behalf of all ranks at the end of Annual Camp. The good wishes 
of the Maddens' ma ny friends in the Kenya Regiment go with 
them when they fly home next month. 

Other officer changes have been the ha nding-over from Roy 
Eve and Colin Campbell to Peter Welsh and Gerald Carter as 
Adjutant and Training Officer respectively, whi lst George Blunden 
of the Rifle Brigade is ensconced as Quartermaster in place of Frank 
Wakefield who left earlier in the year. Colin Campbell did not 
move fa r-almost across the road- for he is now A.D.C. to the 
Governor, Sir Evelyn Baring, and is hardly recognisable in a new 
suit and clean clothes ! Apparently it was true that he got the 
Governor to the opening of Legislative Counci l half a n hour early. 
This was duly reported in the glossier editions of the London Press 
much to severa l local staff officers' considerable discomfort ! 

The 60th P.S.l.s at present with the Regiment are the evergreen 
R.Q.M .S. Eveson, whose· comments on Kenya weather are un­
printable; O.R.Q.M.S. Sullivan, fluffi er than ever, and much 
healthier having spent annual camp in the" Mawingo" ; T.Q.M.S. 
G reenaway, still shooting very straight ; C.S.M. H arthill, now P.S.I. 
of H.Q. Company, and returning home in September next ; C. fSgt. 
Coram, whose "Vinegar Joe" tendencies have become a n estab­
lished feature ; Sgt. Will iams, whose voice compares most 
favourably with the Brigade Drill Instructor's at the Regiment's 
Training Centre ; C.S.M. H oward, now P.S.l. of the newly-formed 
Nairobi "0" Company and a proud father for the second time ; 

;. 
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C.S. M. Murton revelling in the bush far away to the north with 
" C" Company at Kitale ; C.S.M. Evans, a newly-joined arrival, 
who has replaced C.S.M. Massingham at Nyeri with " D " Com­
pany ; and lastly C.S.M. Jones who is going home very shortly 
a nd will be replaced by our first 43rd representative, C.S.M. 
Cooper. 

The Regimental 21st Birthday 
The big event oft he Regiment's year, apart from Annual Camp 

was undoubtedly the 21st Birthday week-end celebrations held 
over the week-end of 31st May and lst June. Some 215 men 
marched thro ugh the City of Nairobi with bayonets fi xed and 
colours flying, led by the Kenya Band of the King's African Rifles, 
ending up outside the City H al l. There the Mayor, accompanied 
by the Honorary Colonel and founder of the Regiment, Colonel 
A. Du nstan Adams, inspected the Parade and gave an address. 
There was an excellent turn ou t by the locals who lined the streets 
and gave the Regiment a most heartening welcome as they marched by. 

MARCHING THROUGH NAIROBI 

on the Kenya Regiment (T.F. ) 21st Birthday Parade 
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In the evening a Birthday Bal l was held in the City's Charter 
Hall attended by a host of Y.l.P.s including H.E. The Governor, 
the G.O.C. and the Mayor. After earlier doubts as to whether 
sufficient support would be forthcoming over a thousand people 
packed the vast hall , and the party was such a success that it has 
been decided to make it an annual event. 

Sunday dawned with a big ha ngover. The sky was dark and 
the weather prophets who were forecasting rain were correct for 
once. The drum-head service was therefore held in the Drill H all 
and afterwards the Governor opened the Regiment's new Memorial 
Hall at a brief ceremony at which wreaths were laid at the foot of 
a most impressive memorial plaque in the entrance porch. The 
hall contains the Regiment's museum which it is hoped will continue 
to increase as time goes by. One of the exhibits is a splendid show­
case commemorating the affiliation of the Regiment to the 60th 
and contains a set of excellent photographs of the St. Cross Bi­
centenary Parade. 

SAL UTING HIS WORSHIP T H E MAYOR OUTSI DE THE CITY HA LL NAIROBI, 

on the 2 1st Birthday Parade. 
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Annual Camp 1958 

The second post-Emergency Annual Camp was held this year 
a t. Nanyuki at the end of August. The camp was extremely well 
la1d out by .R.Q.M .S. Eveson, ably assisted by C./Sgt. Coram, in 
a pleasant s1te a longside the Liki River, chosen we presumed for 
the excellent fishing facilities it afforded of which much use was 
made by certain P.S.l.s. The R.Q.M .S. is reported to have had 
trout daily for breakfast throughout h is stay there ! 

Training fell into two main parts, a four-day Batta lion exercise 
being done by ha lf the Battalion in the first week whilst the remainder 
carried out field firing exercises up in the N.F.D. a rea of Archers 
Post, companies changing round for the second week. It has been 
said by one P.S. l. who shall be nameless that the high spot of the 
whole camp was the dai ly despatch of the A2 Echelon to the Battalion 
Exercise area ! Th.is. int repid ba nd of heroes, led by O.C. H .Q. 
Compa~y, was ongmally scheduled to leave the camp site at 
Nanyuk1 a t 1530 da ily ! Due to a variety of reasons thi s time was 
advanced each day unti l towards the end of the second exercise it 
shot off a t 1300 hours without even wa iting for the bread ! On 
arriving eventually in the area of the 3-inch Mortar Platoon's 
position the Echelon Commander suggested they might " surprise" 
the Mortars, to which a well-known 60th Rifleman P.S.l. is said 
to ha.ve replied : " D on't be silly, Sir, they're already sufficiently 
surpnsed we've got here ! " 

When asked to comment on Annual Camp, George Blunden 
the Quartermaster, said it cou ld be divided into .five phases : ' 

(i) Prepa ra tion. 
(ii) Provid ing for the needs of the Asian Staff. 

(iii) P roviding for the needs of the A2 Echelon. 
(iv) Getting r id of the Asian Staff. 
(v) Packing up. 

But to conclude o n a less jocular note, it must be said tha t there 
was no doubt that everyone including the Territo rials enjoyed 
themselves thoroughly and that after a ll is what was wanted. 

Shooting 

T~e Regiment's shooting progresses. At the K enya Bisley 
meetmg T.Q.M.S. Greenaway won the Snipers Cup and .finished 
third in the Individual Championship. The team won a good 
victory when they won the Staff Officers' Cup after a count out 
with the Limuru Rifle Club. 
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At the 70 Brigade Rifle Meeting the K.R .T.C. team came second 
in the Minor Units Championship, winning the Class B Bren 
Ma tch and the Young Soldiers' C up a nd, alth ough the Ba tta li on 
team failed to win a ny trophies, their performances with but two 
days practice against Regular Battalion tea ms, give great hope for 
the future. At the Uganda Bisley Peter Welsh came into his own 
and won innumerable trophies, details o f which there is insufficient 
space for ! Both he and T.Q.M.S. Greenaway represented Kenya 
in the lnter-Co lony N. R.A. M a tch when the Kenya team set up 
their highest sco re ever recorded. 

Affiliation Progress 
Jn view of the Kenya Regiment's affi liation to the 60th , Officers' 

No. I Dress is in future to be of Rifle-green cloth with black buttons 
and a red piping base round the collar. The trousers have a black 
moha ir stripe on the outside of the leg. The Regimental b lazer, too, 
in future wi ll be in Rifle-green cloth. 

We conclude by wishing Riflemen everywhere the best of good 
fortune for 1959, and extend to any Green Jackets who may visit 
Kenya an "open house" invitation to visit the Regiment H .Q. 
any time when passing through Nairobi. 

2nd KING EDWARD VIII's OWN GURKHA RIFLES 
(THE SIRMOOR RIFLES) 

1st BATTALION 

The period covered by this newsletter is from November 1957 
to N ovember 1958. 

The Battalion celebrated D ashera at the end of the two months 
retraining during the la tter part o f October. In early November 
the Battalion, less "A" Company, deployed once m ore in the 
Kulai area of Johore. The target given us was the Layang Layang 
Branch of the Co mmunist Terrorist Organisation, our old adversaries 
No. 5 Platoon having disappeared . 

On 17th Ja nuary "A" Company, who had deployed from Singa­
pore, laid a beautiful ambush outside an esta te lines on. information 
of a food li ft, to take place from between 2200 a nd 2300 hours, a nd 
succeeded in wounding a high-ranking female terrorist. Unfortun­
a tely, owing to very heavy rain, the light fla res would not function, 
otherwise the bag would have been considera bly bigger. 
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The time for our move to Hong Kong was ever drawing closer 
~nd all ranks were going flat out to increase o ur score befo re depart­
mg ; alas, we had most unfortunate luck. Support Co mpany had 
t~o conta.cts, in one of wh ich they succeeded in wound ing a very 
h1gh-rank1ng C.T. who made good his escape. However, it was 
subsequently con firm ed that he succumbed to his wounds. 

Then, just before fin ally withdrawing from the jungle for good 
a patrol of " D " Company suddenly located and charged a stron~ 
C.T. camp. The. patrol leader, Cpl. C ha ndrabahadur Gurung, was 
k1lled and a R1 fle man wound ed ; no casualties to the enemy. 
Chandrabahadur was an outstanding young N.C.O. : he is a g reat 
loss. 

The Battalion closed on Singapore fo r three weeks in February 
to pa~k up for the move to Hong Kong. Before leaving Ku lai , 
th.e v11lagers had expressed their desire to present the Regiment 
w1 th a me~nento to show their appreciation of the services g iven by 
the Battalton to the people. We were greatly touched by this, as 
we had a lways imagined a nd indeed quite correctly, until very 
recently, that the inhabitants were definitely on the "other side". 
Thus it happened that the Batta lion produced a small G uard 
of Honour in No. 3 Dress which was insp cted by the Ma lay District 

KRIS PRESENTED TO 1st BATTALION 
by the people of Kulai , Johorc, Malaya. 
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Officer, who then presented to the C.O. a very handsome mounted 
Kr.is suitably inscribed. Afterwards all ranks were entertained to 
refreshments by the town council. 

After ten years in Malaya packing up requ ired a lot of o rganisa­
tion and extremely hard work. There were also a tremendous 
number of people to be entertained and who li kewise entertained 
us. It was a somewhat jaded Battalion which eventually embarked 
on H.M.T. Dilwara on 17th March, 1958. 

After an uneventful voyage the Battalion arrived in Hong Kong 
on 22nd March, 1958. The advance party had preceded the Battalion 
by one month and looked afte r the disembarkation. On arr ival at 
the quayside the Battalion was greeted by a Guard of Honour 
from Tombs' Troop, R.A. , consisting of two highly polished 
25-pounder guns and the Battery's Trumpeters dressed in No. 1 
Dress and the Pipes and Drums of the 1st Battalion 6th Gurkha 
Rifles. 

A few days after our arrival a small parade was held in Sekong. 
This was to celebrate the reunion of Tombs' Troop and the Regiment. 
We had last served together on the ridge outside Delhi one hundred 
and one years previously. We were presented with a handsome 
leather-bound copy of the Mutiny memoirs of Sir Henry Tombs. 
Needless to say, Tombs' Troop is our affiliated battery. 

On 21 st April the Battalion took part in the Queen's Birthday 
Parade : we were headed by the Band and Bugles. We were very 
pleased by the genuine admiration the appearance and bearing 
of the men evoked from the spectators. 

The Battalion soon settled down to Hong Kong, although it is 
the first peace-time station we have seen since before the war. Life 
is very different from what we have been used to. There is a certain 
amount of nostalgia for the jungles of Ma laya. 

We defeated 1/ 6 G.R. in the first round of the Nepal Cup and 
we had high hopes that we might reta in the cup for the second year. 
This was not to be, as we were defeated by the 2nd Batta lion in the 
next round. 

Colonel Kent handed over command of the Battalion to Colonel 
Ormsby on 1st May. 

The Queen's Truncheon was sent to England with Colonel Kent, 
to have some slight but necessary repairs carried out. lt was un­
fortunately not with us for Delhi Day this year. However, the day 
was celebrated with a ceremonial parade in the morning, after which 
we entertained some 300 guests to breakfast, which became some­
what liquid after a time. 
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The men's great festival of Dashera has come and gone, with the 
usual crop of headaches. The cold weather is upon us and we are 
looking forward to the collective training season. 

Apart from the Nepal Cup which takes place in M a laya, the 
sporting season has not yet started in Hong Kong so we have no 
results yet to brag about. The Major Units Football League has 
started and after five matches we are at present top of the league 
table, but, frank ly, we don't expect to remain there. 

Before leaving Malaya we succeeded in winning the Millington 
Drake Shooting Competition for the thi rd year in succession. 
Unfortunately we are not allowed to compete for it whi lst serving 
in Hong Kong. 

During the year the following honours and awards have been 
bestowed upon the Battal ion : 

O.B.E. : Lieut.-Colonel S. P. M. Kent. 
M.B.E. : Captain (Q.G.O.) Kharakbahadur Ghale ; Captain 

(Q.G.O.) Gajkesar Gurung. 
B.E.M. : Sgt. Jangbir Gurung. 

2nd BATTALION 

Commanding Officers : 
Up to 19th May, 1958, Lt.-Col. A. W. Vickers, D.S.O., O.B.E. 
From 20th May, 1958, Lt.-Col. P. Kemmis Betty, M.C. 

At the beginning of the period both battalions were operating 
against the terrorists in South Johore, and for once were based 
within 20 miles of each other. 

ln March 1958 the 1st Battalion moved to Hong Kong for a 
two-year tour, and the 2nd Battalion took over the regimental 
base, Slim Ba rracks, in Singapore. 

The 2nd Battalion continued to operate in South Johore and 
took a m ajor part in the operation which has now finally, after 
I 0 years, cleared J ohore of terrorists. The Battalion is now con­
centrated in Singapore preparing for Internal Security duties. 

EUZUFFZE 
The Fighting in Euzuffze Country, 1849 

It may be of interest to publish an extract from the diary of 
General Sir John Bradford, K. C.B., then serving in the 1st Bengal 
Cavalry, and in what may be termed "A Busmau's Holiday". 
The spelling is original. 
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" 1849.- Early in December a force was sent into the Euzuffze 
cou ntry under Colonel Bradshaw of the 60th Rifles, about 2,000 
men of all arms. I obtained leave to accompany it as a n a mateur 
being qui te ti red of Pershawur. 

7th Dec.-Left Pershawur in company wi th George La urence 
a nd rode to N owshera where my tents were, fo und the rearguard 
of the force crossing the Caubul Ri ver. 

8th Dec.- Crossed the river and joined Bradshaw's camp about 
12 miles fro m the ri ver. 

9th Dec.- M a rched to Gudha 10 miles- heard warl ike reports. 

lOth Dec.- K at lung 7 miles, in the evening rode with Bradshaw 
to reconnoitre the village of Suggon which was occupied by the 
insurgents o r enemy- approached as near as possi ble and were 
fi red upon by the loo kouts of the enemy. 

I 1 th Dec.-The T roops marched early to attack the entrenched 
village of Suggon, a bout 8 mi les fro m Ka tlung. Suggon is situated 
at the extremity of th e Loon Khan Valley at the foot of a mounta in 
that rises 2000 to 3000 feet from the pla in , the village being con­
cealed from view, lying between 2 spurs of the hill and its front 
p rotected by a strong breast work. 

The troops were halted within a mile of the place a nd divided 
into 3 columns of attack. The main column consisted of the guns, 
9 po unders of Fordyce's troop, 3 Coys. of H.M.'s 6 1st, a nd some 
companies of the 3rd Bombay N .I. On the right were 3 Coys. of 
the R ifles, supported by 3 Coys. of the 3rd N. f. and on the left 
the Guides a nd some Coys. of Coke's newly ra ised regiment of 
infantry. The right column moved out through the nullah and 
broken ground under Captain Bingha m of the 60th who was 
ordered to ascend the spur of the hill a nd clear i t of the enemy, 
while two guns were turned on the crest of the hill to assist the 
infantry. 1 was then riding near Bradshaw, expecting to be a 
looker on only, when he suddenly asked me to ta ke command of 
the right column which 1 expressed myself pleased to do and 
galloped off to overta ke it, which 1 did as they reached the foot of 
the hill. J then to ld Captain Bingha m the orders I had received 
at which he could not have been much pleased, but we got on very 
well together. The 60th R ifles were advancing in extended order, 
supported by the 2 Coys. of the 3rd Bombay N . l. before mentioned, 
and as soon as we were within reach of the enemy, they opened a 
fire upon us from their jezails, and Bingham told his men to com­
mence fi r ing as soon as they could get their a im. We advanced 

'. 
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r ight up the hill which was very steep, but its steepness stood us in 
good stead as the enemy could not see to take good aim. On the 
top the Afghans were clustered in considerable num bers and 
either because they co uld not see to hit us with their fi rear:ns or 
p robably because many had no jezails, they commenced hurl ing 
down huge stones upon us, which struck down Captain Bingham, 
who was severely hu rt in two places a nd severa l of his men were 
hu rt. I received a blow which made me stagger. We were now 
tmder a nearly perpendicular rock a nd bu t for the a rt illery shou ld 
have lost many men, bu t so exact was their practice that the shrapnel 
shells were thrown withi n a few yards of our heads, bursting 
amongst the Afghans in excellent style, and a small party of 60th 
kept up a sma rt fi re on the crest of the hill under cover of wh ich 
we advanced . When on the top we fotmd the enemy running along 
the ridge. One of the shells is said to have killed or wounded 17 
of thei r men. Once on the ridge I saw the ma in colum n advancing 
to storm the village in f ront which was a very pretty sight. Here 
again the guns came into play and were fired just clear of the heads 
of the storming party. The enemy did not stop to defend the 
village when once the 6 lst got in, but scrambled up the face of the 
mountain in the most extraordinary manner. H aving cleared the 
spur of the hill on our side, there was noth ing further to do as the 
Afghans had retreated out of rifle shot. 1 therefore moved from 
the hill into the village where 1 met Colonel Bradshaw and con­
gratulated h im on the day' s work-the whole business was well 
managed, and I received very cordial thanks for my part of the 
work, but I was much afra id that l should .incu r ill wi ll from having, 
as it were, superintended Bingha m, but I hope that he understood 
that it was not intentional on my part, though 1 wou ld not decline 
the honourable part wh ich Bradshaw offered me. Our casualties 
were 26 killed and wounded. 

12th Dec.- Halted at Suggon. I was so sti ff a fte r the hill wor.k 
of yesterday that I was glad of rest. I remained quietly in camp 
although Colonel Bradshaw rode out to reconnoi tre Pullee. 

13th Dec.- Marched 8 miles and encamped within 2 miles of 
the insu rgent village of P ullee-camp badly p itched in respect to 
ground, being too close to ravines, which enabled the enemy to 
advance close to and among the force which they did all night 
long, firing into the camp and a l ittle more courage on their part 
could have brought them knife in hand amongst the tents. 

14th Dec.-The affai r of P ullee in Zermundee took place to-day. 
T he troops marched early to attack the enemy who appeared in 

Digitized 
by 

RCM 
Collection



106 EUZUFFZE 

formidable numbers on the hi lls and drawn up across the mouth 
of the valley which was here about J l miles wide, the vi llage of 
Pullee being equidistant from the hills on either side. 

The valley terminated in a pass leading into Swart called the 
Baz-i-Durra and besides Pullee there were 2 or 3 other villages 
higher up the Durra. The attack was in three columns nearly in 
the same order as a t Suggon, only the field of action was more 
extended and the affair took more the character of a field engage­
ment which enabled the 15th Irregular Cavalry to take a part in 
it. The Rifles were on the left on this occasion and having no 
special invitation to join them, T accompanied Bradshaw. The 60th 
advanced and drove the enemy out of a Buddhist temple, or 1 
should say the ruins of one and had a sharp hand to hand encounter. 
The 3rd Bombay N. J. , while advancing on the left of the Rifles, 
received a slight check, and it was thought they were giving way, 
but they recovered themselves and pushed on very well. Coke's 
people and the guides cleared the right and the main body attacked 
the enemy's centre. The Queen's Regiment, charging up the valley, 
cleared everything befo re them. One standard was taken by the 
60th Rifles and one by the Cavalry whom 1 accompanied in their 
charge, and otherwise made myself useful to Bradshaw in the 
capacity of amateur A.D.C. Burnt all the vi llages in this valley 
and carried off a great deal of grain, which was the only punishment 
that could be inflicted on these ma rauders who plundered the 
peaceful inhabitants of the Euzuffze. 

Our loss at Pullee was about the same as at Suggon-about 25 
killed and wounded. 

This ended the Euzuffze Campaign for which we received 
collectively the thanks of the Government. During the trip 1 
became very intimate with the 60th, dining with Bradshaw nearly 
every night. The force remained out a few days longer, but l 
returned direct to Pershawur, my leave being at an end. " 

[EDITOR's NoTE.- The standard captured by the 60th Rifles is 
now in the Regi mental Museum. lt was captured in hand-to-hand 
conflict by Michael Burke who killed two Pathans, one of whom was 
carrying the flag. He was promoted Corporal on the field, being 
only slightly wounded. Burke's exploit is commemorated on the 
well-known centre-piece in the Officers' Mess of the 1st Battalion.J 

200th ANNIVERSARY CEREMONY OF THE 
BATTLE OF FORT TICONDEROGA 

By Captain J. P. G. Wathen 
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By invitat ion of Mr. John Pel!, Chairman of the Fort T iconderoga 
Association, and a t the request of the Colonels Commandant, I went 
to Ticonderoga, New York State, on 12th July, 1958, to represent 
the Regiment at the 200th a nniversary of the Battle of Fort 
Ticonderoga. At this battle, which took place on 8th July, 1758, 
the British forces under General Abercrombie were defeated by 
the French under Montcalm. The 60th Foot (Royal Americans) 
were heavily engaged. 

I drove up with my wife from New York along the Hudson 
Valley and Lake George on th e day befo re the ceremony, a distance 
of abo ut 250 miles. We were accommodated at a guest house near 
th e Fort, on the site of the battle to be commemorated. On the 

SIR I'JERSON D IXON, BRlTJSH REPRESENTATIVE AT UNITED NATION S 

a t the 200th Anniversary Celebration• of the Bailie of Fo rt Ticonderoga 

Digitized 
by 

RCM 
Collection



108 TICONDEROGA 

evenin g of our arri val we ba thed in La ke George at the point where 
the British troo ps first la nded en route to attack Fort Ticonderoga 
in 1758. 

Next morning we visited the Fort. Originally built by the 
French, it has been completely a nd accurately restored by the Pell 
family, who settled in the area a bo ut one hundred years ago, and 
the construction whi ch now sta nds is in accorda nce with the origina l 
pla ns. Cannon of the period , obta ined from various sources, line 
the walls. In the museum, a mongst a large collect ion of relics found 
on the site, a re some 60th regimental buttons, and pictures o f the 
60th unifo rm worn at th e time of the battle. 

The actual anniversary ceremony, a ttended by over 1000 people, 
began in pouring ra in . Afte r speeches from Mr. Pell , the French 
Ambassador in Washington, the British Perma nent Representa tive 
at the Uni ted Nations, the Roma n Catholic Archbishop of Quebec 
and the present Marquis de Montcalm , various others present, 
including the Regimental representa tives, were asked to sta nd up. 
Other British regiments represented were the 42nd (now the Black 
Watch, the 44th (now the Essex), and the 27th ( Inniskillings). We 
then wi tnessed a pageant in which an America n actor, represent ing 
the ghost of a Majo r Dunca n Campbell of the Black Watch, narra ted 
the story of the Battl e of Fort Ticonderoga (known to the French 
as Carillon) in which 3,500 French defeated 15,000 British. Regi­
ments and co mmanders were represented in the pageant and m oved 
a bout the Place d'Armes of the F ort as the narrative proceeded. 

In thi s battle the 60th lost 200 out o f 600 engaged but these 
figures were not as ghastly as those of the Black Watch- 600 out of 
1,000 engaged. Great gallantry was shown by these a nd other 
British regiments, whose officers led them in again and again to the 
assaul t of the hastily but cleverly const ructed French lines. However 
Abercrombie, the British genera l, fai led to produce any plan except 
a continuing frontal a ttack, and the superior generalship of 
Montcalm , the French commander, triumphed. 

At this battle there were engaged a larger tota l number of troops 
than in any o ther batt le which had ta ken place up to that time on 
the North America n co ntinent. The defeat was temporarily decisive, 
but the F rench were ousted from the Fort by Burgoyne in the 
following year. 

On the day following this impressive ceremony commemorating 
the battle a Mass was celebrated by the Archbishop of Quebec, a nd 
Brigadier Treadwell , Cha irman of the American branch of the 

l 
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E nglish-Speaking Union, unveiled a plaq ue in memory of Lord 
H owe, second-in-command of the British forces, who was k illed in 
a skirmish before the mai n battle. 

The tablet erected in 1934 nea r the entrance to the grounds of the 
Fort to commemorate the action of the 60th at the battle 8th July 
1758, is in perfect cond ition. It is evident from the l i t~rature o~ 
sale and from conversations wi th officials at the Fort that the pa rt 
played by the Regiment at th is great battle is well remem bered. 
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PITTSBURGH BICENTENNIAL 1958-59 

[EDITOR'S NOTE.- The following historical sketch of the 
R egiment was issued as a pamphlet at the Pittsburgh Bicentennial 
1958-9. This sketch and the photo. printed on page 112 were sent by 
Captain James H. Lytle, U.S. A.R., who assisted in planning the 
Exhibition at Pittsburgh.] 

Historical Sketch of the 60th King's Royal Rifle Corps 
formerly 

The 62nd of the Royal American Regiment of Foot 

In May 1756 war was declared by Great Bri ta in agai nst France, 
a nd in order to strengthen the British Forces in America, British 
Pa rliament approved of a new Regiment of F oot. This R egi ment 
was intended to combine the characte ristics of a Colo nial Corps 
with those of a Foreign Legio n. 

The English P arlia ment of 1755 voted the sum of 8 1 ,000 pounds 
for purposes of ra ising a R egiment of four battalions. Each 
batta lio n was to be made up of a thousand men, recruited from the 
Colo nies of P ennsylvania, Maryland and Virgi nia. These recruits 
enlisted for a period of three years, were required to take a n oath 
o f a llegia nce, and also, to become a natura l subject. 

This Regiment was at fi rst cal led the" 62nd of the Royal Ameri­
can Regiment o f Foot ". 

Yo ung Henry Bouquet was persuaded to joi n the newly-formed 
corps wi th the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. He was given the 
commission of the First Battalion of the Royal Americans, a nd 
being of Swiss descent, he subsequently contributed materially in 
the recruiting among the Pennsylvania Germans a nd Swiss. 

When General Forbes started his historic expeditio n toward 
captured Fort Duquesne, Colonel Bo uquet and a portion of the 
F irst Battalion of Royal Americans were in the advance of the 
main body. 

On November 25, 1758, the First Battal io n was present at the 
taking of Fort Duquesne by General Forbes. This regimental 
flag is believed to have been used during the historic ma rch. 

PITTSBURGH BICENTENNIAL 

Uniforms of the Royal American Regiment of 
the Foot during their march to Fort Duquesne. 
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THE COLOURS OF THE KING'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS ON ARR I VA L AT GREATER 
PITTSBURGH AIRPORT AFTER BEl NG FLOWN FROM FORT JAY, GOVERNOR'S I SLAND. 

NEW YORK 

Colours were received by Major John Johnstone, C.E. (extreme right) on behalf of Pittsburgh 
Bicentennial Committee 

CALCUTTA MEMORIAL 
The photograph of the tablet in the Chapel a t Fort William, 

Calcutta, which is reproduced opposite was sent to the Officer Com­
manding the Depot by Lieut.-General Sir William P. Oliver, K.C.B. , 
o.B. E., o.L. , of the Commonwealth Relations Office with t he follow­
ing covering letter : 

" I have had recently from Major-General Bishop, who is 
the Deputy High Commissioner for the United Kingdom in 
Calcutta, a letter forwarding some photographs of various 
regimental tablets and memorials which are being maintai ned 
in the Church of England Chapel in Fort William, Calcutta. 
These had been sent to h im by Major-General T. B. Henderson­
Brooks, who is G.O.C. 20th Infantry Division with his H.Q. 

!I 
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at Fort William. Amongst them is the enclosed, which is con­
nected wi th you r Regiment. As you wi ll see from the photo­
graph, a great deal of care is being taken by the officers now 
stationed in Fort Will iam to keep these memorials in good 
order. 

The G.O.C. takes a keen interest h imself and thought that 
the photograp hs might be of interest to the vari ous R egiments 
concerned. 

1 felt that you would wish to have this pho tograph and 
hope that you wi ll agree that th is little gesture on the part of 
the l nd ian Army stationed at Fort Wi lliam is yet a nother 
exa mple of the close and friendly relationship which exists 
between the Indian Army and the British Army to-day. 

Yours ever, 

W. P. OLIVER." 

[NOTE BY EDITOR.-lt is p leasant to see that this tablet, which 
one of the Joint Editors remembers from the time the 1st Ba tta lion 
spent in Fort William from 1932-34, is being kept so well. ] 

J hl 'Affc.:honnt~ t <'numbt .. AnCII' ol 
fil l ' I M>t ll\11'111>:.010 flf'tK JR!I 

\'1.110 Dlt.l> )'I l <>II I \\II I lA.~~ 
1\!\D WIW~l' I!Hl•lt S \ilf 1)11 l Ulll I'll THF. 

. MII.IT'-RY Cf;tllTt!IY 1\1 ALIPORI, 
lllhw<!nblvlt fhCca:leb 

BY nu;iR llftu fllt'll >Hif 1:88 91r 1'fll: 
:;: ~· BATT\ I 10'11 Uft It i1iAL IIU'LP.S 

Ll EUT, F. A. GOIIDOII, 
OU.H "' • APRIL 1,.88, 

\Gf.l! .: t 1'1:ARfll . 
LIEUT. CHA.IItLitS Q08LINO, 

Olr:ll :.ell • ,ft '\t: 1"'9 
(,f.ll :!7 1 t ARK. 

TABLET I N T H E CH APEL AT FORT WI LLIAM, CALCUTTA 
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THE REGIMENTAL MUSEUM 
During 1958 we had the usual number of visitors round the 

Museum, both those with Regimental connecti ons and those with 
none. T he latter see m to take a surprising interest in our display 
and some of them were very knowledgeable on one particular type 
of exhibit, e.g., medals. 

With regard to acquisitions during the year, these were ra ther 
disappointing both in numbers and quality: this does not, however, 
apply to medals as we received several very nice collections. Prob­
ably the most interesting items presented were the following:-

( I) A very well written a nd produced copy of the Chronicles of 
the 1st Ballalion The Rangers (K.R.R.C.) 1939/45. As this 
includes their war service in Greece and Crete it is, as may 
be imagined, most interesting. 

(2) A collection of medals and many papers, including a com­
mission dated 16th December, 1887, and a " Certificate of 
Qualification for Sandhurst " : these belonged to Major 
H. B. Nicholson, o.s.o., who only died in December 1957 
aged 91 years. These were brought and p resented personally 
by his widow. 

A lso among the above collect ion were some Regimental Point­
to-Point Race Cards of the 1890's (there can't be many of these 
about now) a nd severa l Programmes of Music which the Band of 
the 3rd Battalion played at some of the dinners given by Queen 
Victoria at Osborne in 1892 and 1893. 

(3) A grey Busby wi th red and grey plume which was worn by 
the Queen's Westminster Volunteers (a lso so me badges and 
buttons). Thi s is, 1 think l a m right in saying, the only item 
of dress of the famous " G rey Brigade " which we have 
in the Museum. 

Our not inconsiderable collection of medals has been definitely 
increased during the year not only in numbers but also qual ity. 
The largest and really the most interesting collection presented was 
that of the Underhill family. This sta rts with the medals of C./Sgt. 
C. Underhill and continues with those of h is two sons, G. F. and 
W. H ., a ll of whom served in the Regi ment. 

The father's medals are the Canada G.S. (Red River 1870) which 
is very rare except in our Museum where we have several as ou 
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1st Batta lion was th e only R egula r Battalion on the Expedit ion : 
and the Long Service and G ood Conduct Medal. 

G. F ., who finished up as a Sergeant, and W. H ., who started as 
a Private (as they were officially in those days) and got a Com­
mission as a Lieut./ Quartermaster in the 1914/ 18 War, both had 
the 3rd Indian G eneral Service Medal ( 1895), the Queen's South 
Africa, the former with six clasps and the latter with five (a pret ty 
good record), the King's S.A. a nd the L.S. a nd G .C. Meda ls. ln 
addition the latter had the three 19 14/18 War meda ls. This is a fine 
collection for a father and two sons and it wil l be noted that a ll 
three had the L.S. and G .C . Medal. 

With the above collection, which was presented by the daughter 
of C./ Sgt. C. Underhil l, Mrs. H. Blake, were a lso the medals of 
C./ Sgt. F. Mathews ( Indian Mutin y 1857, Red River 1870, and 
L.S. and G.C.) who was, accordi ng to Mrs. Blake, a very great 
friend o f C./Sgt. Underhi ll al l his life. It is pleasant to th ink that 
h is medals now rest next to those of his friend and his friend's sons 
in the Museum of the Regiment which they all served so wel l. 

Another very interesting set of m edals is that of Colonel Sir 
Edward Ca mpbell who served with the 1st Battalion during the 
.Ind ian Mutiny a nd is frequently mentioned in Major Reid's Diary 
of the Siege of Delhi as being a brave and fine Company Commander. 

These meda ls were presented by the late Colonel Eddie Campbell 
and it is hoped that by degrees we shall amass a large collection of 
medals o f the Campbell fami ly. 

Other collectio ns of medals acquired d uring the year .include 
three D.S.O.s (Major H. B. Nicholson, Licut.-Colonel G. M . 
Atkinson and Brigadier-General H. A. Vernon), wh ile the la tter 
also had the Legion of Honour (France) and the Order of the Nile. 
Tn addition the medals of L./ Cpl. W. Critchley, which included the 
D.C.M ., were purchased. 

Finally, a most remarkable medal was " presented " by the 
Jst Batta lion in a most peculiar way. This was a medallion ma rked 
" Belgian Cyclistes " - this was apparently a Belgian Tank Battal ion 
which was affi liated to the 1st Battal ion when the latter was in 
Germany in 1951-54. The medallion was discovered in his kit on 
h is arrival in E ngland by a n officer who had just returned from the 
1st Battalion last summer. How it got there nobody knows as the 
officer himself had never seen or heard of it before ! It must have 
been presented to the I st Battalion years before. Anyway it is now 
in the Museum tho ugh not perha ps as valuable as a Victoria Cross. 
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J ust before going to press a very interesti ng piece of plate was 
bought by the Celer et Audax Club and presented to the M useum. 
This is a fine silver tankard with the Regimental badge on it and a 
small silver Rifleman on top of the lid. 1 n addition to bei ng a very 
good p iece of silver this tankard is historically most interesting as 
it was presented to a Lieut. Tyler of the 20th Bengal Native Infantry 
by the Officers of the 1st Battal ion at the end of the Indian Mutiny 
in 1858. L ieut. T yler apparently served a ll th rough the Siege of 
Delhi with the I st Battalion and m ust have done very well and been 
a pop ular officer as not only was this tankard presented to him but 
he in his turn presented to Colo nel Jones (The Avenger) a nd the 
Officers o f the 1st Battalion a n extremely nice silver jug which we 
already had in the Museum. T h us it is particula rly pleasant to 
have gathered together in one show case these two pieces of sil ver. 

To end this account I must just refer to the photograph below 
of Vic Cook in the Museum . This was taken by an amateur photo­
grapher who was formerly in the Rifle Brigade and sent to Mr. 
Cook. lt is so good and shows up o ur part of the M useum so well 
that I tho ught it should be included in this accoun t. 

MR. V.IC COOK I N T H E MUSEUM 
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THE CELER ET AUDAX CLUB DINNER, 1958 
The Annua l Dinner of the Celer et Audax Club was held at 

the Trocadero on 12th J une. General Sir George E rskine, Colonel 
Commandant, was in the Chair and 128 officers attended. 

T he Chairman r ead the telegram sent to the Colonel-in-Chief, 
Her Majesty The Queen, and her gracious reply. He extended the 
warmest possible welcome to our guests, G enera l Si r Montagu 
Stopford and Major-General S ir Jo hn W interton. 

The Cha irman then mentioned the changes that had taken 
place, saying that these had to come in some fo rm, since every 
Regiment found that a full Regimenta l life could not be developed 
on the basis of one Batta lion. " So far as we are concerned the 
outcome has been a most happy one, the formal and close associa­
tion of the 43rd/52nd with the Rifle Brigade and ourselves is now 
a fait accompli. It is a Trinity with a si ngleness of purpose. Those 
of us who had a part in shaping the arrangements were determined 
to produce a p lan which retained the individuality of each Regiment 
but gave the Brigade as a whole substance and purpose in unity. 

The new names to be adopted were made public this morning. 
T hey are the same as we recommended, namely : 

1st G reen Jackets, 43rd/ 52nd. 
2nd Green Jackets, T he King's R oyal R ifle Corps. 
3rd Green Jackets, T he R ifle Brigade. 

T his is the beginning of t he new G reen Jacket Brigade, and well 
may it prosper. 

Wi nchester will be the Brigade Depot. M uch rebui lding and 
modernisation will have to be done there, but I hope we shall all 
be concentrated there by next year. 

Colonel Douglas-Pennant is shortly leaving the Depot and I 
would li ke to thank him for a ll he has done for the Regiment and 
the formation of the Green Jacket Brigade. Colonel Mellor takes 
his place with the good wishes of us all. 

The 1st Battalion was visited very recently by Lieut.-General 
Sir Euan M iller. Th: y are in very good form a nd find Tripoli a 
little more civilised than Derna. They come home in the autumn 
and go to Northern Ireland. 

The 2nd Battalion finally dismissed itself on a cold a nd windy 
day last Decem ber. They re tai ned a very fine spirit right up to 
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the end. £t was a su perb ach ievement to win the Queen Victoria 
Trophy for the fourth year in succession, and with it the King 
George, R oyal I rish , Company Shield (l st a nd 2nd), and Hopton 
Cup. The 2nd Battalion was very much a Green Jacket ba ttal ion 
drawn from both the Rifle Brigade and the 60th, with a t one time 
a stro ng draft fro m the 43rd/52nd." 

GREEN JACKET CRICKET, 1958 
Although fro m the point of view of resu lts the season of 1958 

was not so successfu l as that of 1957, when we did not lose a match , 
J think the playe rs will agree that the matches were just as enjoyable. 
We were in fact on the whole lucky in the weather considering the 
terrible summer. This was especial ly so in the Week, as we had 
pro bably the finest week during the whole summer except for a 
terrible storm on the Wednesday. Also o n severa l Saturdays when 
we were able to play a t St. Cross, it appeared that a t other gro unds­
and some not very far away-no play was possible at a ll. 

One particu la rly p leasi ng feature of the season was th&t whereas 
only about 35 members played for the Club in 1957, this year the 
number was just a bout dou ble. 

Now, before starting on the account of the matches played, let 
us show the results of the season, which were : 

Played 
18 

Won 
5 

Lost 
3 

Drawn 
10 

We opened the season with o ur usual match v. Eton o n Upper 
Club, and, again as usua l, the match ended in a draw. W e always 
seem to be unlucky in the weather for this match a nd this year 
was no exception as it was so cold that football wou ld have been 
a much m ore suitable game. 

Dwin Bramall had collected a good side in a ll departments 
but although we had plenty of bowling we were unable to get m ore 
than six of the Etonia ns out before they declared at 200 for six 
wickets . We did, however, make them fight for the r uns, but one 
consequence of this was that we were not left with very much time 
in which to make the 201 ru ns required. 

Unfortunately we made a bad start, losing our first four wickets 
for 37 which included a rather stup.id run ou t. D avid Bedford (62) 
and Rodney Holmes (35) then added 90 at a reasonable rate, but 
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too much time had been lost and when stumps were drawn ou r 
total was only 162 fo r seven wickets. 

The next match was against T.Z. at St. C ross and was chiefly 
remarkable for an excellent century by Mi ke H arbottle. 

l thi nk tha t this would perhaps be a good place to say how 
delighted we a re to have had several of the 43rd and 52nd p laying 
fo r the Club during the season and hope that as thei r Battalion will 
be at home for the second half o f next season a t least, we may look 
forward to many more p laying in I 959. One look at the batting 
averages will show tha t thei r batsmen particu larly have a lread y 
made their mark as, in addition to Mi ke H a rbottle who averaged 57 
including two centuries, Julian Taylor was third in the table with 
an average of 52. 

After tha t digression le t us continue with l.Z. match. In addition 
to the H arbottle century D avid Clive played well for 38 and our 
to tal reached 235 for seven before we declared. 

Unfortuna tely for us the batt ing of T.Z. was a good deal better 
than their bowling a nd as we really only had three bowlers the 
match ended in a draw wi th o ur opponents scoring 186 for seven. 
Our openi ng bowlers kept at it valiantly and Tony Robinson's 
four fo r 68 did not flatter him. 

This season for the fi rst t ime since the war we played two matches 
at the Whitsun week-end, l.Z. on the Saturday and the H am pshire 
H ogs on the Monday. The latter turned out a useful side and their 
bowl ing particularly was rather better than the usual Saturday 
club side so that our score of 187 was reasonable. The chief a rchitect 
of this score was Tony Robinson with 58, whi le D avid Bedford 
made a useful 29. 

As in the previous match we again only had three bowlers so 
that the Hogs almost got the runs and when stumps were drawn 
were in fact only 2 runs behind fo r the loss of six wickets. An 
exciting match. 

On the 31st M ay we tried the experiment of running two club 
sides on the same day. 1 regret to say that this was NOT a success, 
partly because the day chosen was during 169 G reen Jacket Brigade 
(T.A.) Annual Camp-not very clever of the Ron. Secretary, 
especially as it seems that about 80 per cent. of the Green Jacket 
bowlers a re i n the Brigade ! 

The Old Wykehamists and the Gunners at Larkhill were our 
two opponents, the match versus the former being played at St. Cross 
and the latter at Larkhi ll . Tom Jackson, with the advantage of 
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being wi th R.B. at Tidworth, managed to turn out a reasona ble 
side against the Gunners and after a very level match we just won 
by making .1 56 for eight wickets .in reply to our opponents' 148 all 
out. Roger Parker-J ervis and David Ramsbotham both got four 
wickets, the fo rmer for 35 and the latter for 53. Most of our side 
made a few runs, wi th 39 by Anthony Askew the top score. 

The match against the Old Wykehamists was frankly a disaster. 
lt was found terribly difficult to get any bowlers and we expected 
our opponents to make a lot of runs, which they did to the tune 
of L 79 for four wickets. We did in fact have quite a reasonable 
batting side but never recovered from a terribl e start when such 
stalwarts as Robinson, Acton Reed and Holmes were dismissed 
before the score reached double :figures. Dwin Bra mall, Mike 
Thompson and Robin Carver (24, 14, 12 not out respectively) did 
thei r best to stop the rot but as they were the only batsmen to 
reach double figures our total was only the miserable one of 77 
all out. 

The next match was also at St. Cross and was against the School 
of Infantry, the :first time we have retu rned their lavish hospitality 
for a long time. Luckily we did much better in this game and 
fina lly won it by four wickets after a good match. As usual during 
1958 the wicket was pretty soft, and the bowler who did best on 
our side was Allan Guthrie with his slow left-handers who took 
fo ur for 53 out of a total of 179. 

Mike Harbottle started us off well with a very nice 34 and the 
victory was clinched by a stand of 86 between Tony Robinson 
(66 not out) and Mike Tarleton (32). 

The match against the Harrow Wanderers was a good one though 
not as close a game as we usually have with the Old Harrovians. 
Our batsmen really came into their own, especially our openers 
Barry Reed (80) and Robin Carver (65) who put on 157 for the 
first wicket and then as so often happens after a big stand both 
got out at the sa me total. We were able to declare at the good 
score of 207 for fo ur wickets and left our opponents a reasonable 
amount of time to get the runs. They made a good effort after a 
bad sta rt (six of them were out for 56), but although they reached 
a total of 188 we just managed to get them out in time and so won 
the match by 19 runs. Our opening bowlers really did bowl well 
and were the downfall of the earlier batsmen, John Bendit taking 
four wickets for 43 and Toby Gore fo ur for 41. 

The annual match versus the Household Brigade was this year 
at St. Cross and was another good and quite close game. Four of 
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ou r first five batsmen scored 25 or over, Tarleton and Starkey 
making 60 for the first wicket and Simon Pattison adding 35. The 
fourth of our successful batsmen was one of the Dawson twins 
but "which of the two is not quite clear " (as Gilbert says in "The 
Gondoliers") as no initials have been recorded in the score 
book ! T n fact the top scorer for our side was " Mr. Extras " who 
compiled the very useful total, from our point of view, of 46 ! 
Aided by thi s we managed to amass a score of 198. 

The most successful of our bowlers was the unknown Dawson 
twin who took four wickets for 53, while Rfn. Stocker got three 
for 44. Lucki ly our wicket-keeper, Ivan Evans, only Jet 4 byes 
and this difference of over 40 runs on the extras enabled us to win 
by 25 runs. 

This year we were, for a change, hosts to the Light Infantry 
Club and managed to win fairly comfortably by six wickets. Scores 
were as foll ows : L.l. Club, 177 (Tony Robinson, fi ve fo r 65 ; 
Mike Tarleton, three for 40) ; Green Jackets, 179 for four (Barry 
Reed 92 not out, David Dew 49). 

No one quite knows why we lost our next match, which was 
against the Life Guards at Henley, but we did with ease. We 
had not got a great deal of bowling, but in fact this did not really 
matter as our batsmen, and we had a very useful batt ing side, put 
the matter almost beyond doubt straight away by getti ng them­
selves dismissed for the paltry score of 77. This on a perfectly good 
wicket a nrl against not very formidable bowling. The only person 
not to disgrace himself was Palmer who, going in first, played 
right through the innings and was not out for 21. We did in fact 
manage to get five of them out before they won the match, which 
was all that could be expected of our bowlers. 

Against the R.M.A. 2nd XI Stuart Symington took great 
trouble to get a good side as we never seem able to beat them. It 
rather rank led wi th us that we had to p lay the 2nd team when in 
pre-war days we always played, and usually beat, the 1st XJ, but 
we felt that until we could really thrash the 2nd Xl we could hardly 
complain ! 

lt was an easy wicket at St. Cross and unfortunately our 
opponents won the toss. After so me of the slowest batting ever 
seen in a one-day match they declared at 175 for eight wickets after 
having taken up a good two-th irds of the time available. There was 
never much cha nce of our making the runs in the time and after 
we had lost four wickets for 37 there was none at all. Two good 
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innings by David Clive (40) and Toby Gore (49) put us o ut of a ll 
danger and the game ended in a very dull draw with our score 
I I 9 for seven wickets. 

Our next match, against the Staff College at Camberley, was 
a great triumph. As I remarked in the Chronicle last year, we 
never seem to have done well at Camberley fo r years and we were 
quite p leased in 1957 to draw the match. Th is year we went one 
better a nd won fairly easi ly in the end. T his was particularly 
pleas.ing as one of our opponents was heard to remark when they 
had sco red about 60 fo r two, in reply to o ur not very massive total 
of 19 1 : " Of course we have got a good batting side th is yea r- in 
fact I don't th ink the whole side has ever been got out" ! Unfo r­
tunate ly fo r them we then bowled a good deal better than they 
batted a nd the rest of the side only managed to add a nother 70 
runs so that they were all ou t fo r 139, leaving us victorious by 
52 runs. 

John Bend it started the landslide by getting their two openers 
for 13 and 7 wi th two beaut iful balls, both clean bowled. He 
finished with the good analysis of th ree for 22 whi le Dwin Bramall 
finished off the innings by taking three for 12. There was a certain 
a mount o f doubt in the minds of some of o ur side as to whether 
the fact tha t Dwin was an Instructor at the Staff College while 
some o f the other side were his pupils had anyth ing to do with the 
matter ! The top scorer for us was one of the Dawsons with 39. 
This time the score book showed the ini tia ls but as they a ppear 
to be " Y. W." it does not help much. Others to score over 30 
were Jim Wilso n a nd Peter H ordern who , coming in at N umber 9, 
d id j ust what was required and struck the ball a ll over the p lace 
with much violence, thus increasing the rate of scoring eno rmously 
as up till then it had been a trifle sticky. 

O ur match against the Royal Navy C.C. was th is year p layed 
on the ground of the Royal Marines at Eastney Barracks, the 
fi rst time, l th ink, that the Green Jackets have played on this 
ground since before the war. I gather that on the whole this was 
rather a dull match as our bowling was steady ra ther than brillia nt 
a nd kept the ra te of scoring down but could not get eno ugh wickets 
in quick time. 

Our o pponents batted first and were almost entirely indebted 
for their useful score of 227 for six wickets to their second wicket 
pair, Captain D arling (96) and Comdr. Thackara (67 not out) 
who put on together j ust over a hundred . 
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Our innings started wel l as, for the seco nd time running when 
openi ng the batt ing together, Barry Reed and Robin Carver gave 
us a good kick-off, this time putting up 96 before the first wicket 
fell. Unfortunately none o f our other batsmen d id much and 
when stumps were drawn our tota l had o nly reached 137 for six. 
I do n't thi nk we were in fact ever in danger of defeat as our three 
batsmen who did not go in were Stuart Symington who was captain­
ing the side, Mike Thompson and Geoffrey Shakerley, a ll of whom 
are lia ble to make so me ru ns. 

Now we come to the Week, which as I've a lready said was, 
as regards the weather, one of the best we have had for some time, 
an extraord inary thi ng considering the rest o f the summer. The 
full scores are at the end of thi s account. 

As usual we started the Week with the two-day match against 
the Free Foresters, which was rather an odd game. l n the fi rst 
innings we did very well to get them o ut (or rather nine of them) 
for the fairly moderate score, considering the strength of their 
batting, of 235. Our most economica l bowler was Stuart Symington 
who took three wickets for 32, but Toby Gore also bowled well to 
get three for 37. 

After a disastrous start in the first over when we lost a wicket 
to the second ball , Stuart and Julian Taylor then fairly got going 
and added 203 fo r the second wicket ! This must be somewhere 
near a r eco rd for the Club. After J ul ian was out for 88 Stuart 
went on to make 120 and played one of the best innings seen at 
St. Cross fo r a lo ng time. He declared at 236 for two, one run 
a head, so up to then we were defin itely on top. 

Unfo rtunately in the seco nd inni ngs H ubert Doggart, who very 
seldom makes ru ns at St. Cross, though plenty elsewhere, really 
got going and was very unkind to our bowlers, most of who m were 
not really used to bowling long stretches for two days running. 
While Pa rnaby p layed a stead y knock for 81, Hubert hit the ball 
a ll round the ground and m ade 83 in a shor t time. This enabled 
the Free Foresters to declare at 237 fo r six wickets, giving us just 
time to make the runs and themselves time to ge t us out. Unfor­
tunately it was the second of these alternatives which actually 
ha ppened as our batsmen went for the runs to start with but with 
little success, and then were unable to stead y down eno ugh to save 
the match. This was a pity but at least the match was brought to 
a definite conclusion though unfortunately not the right one for 
us ! 
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The next match was the one in which we were properly let 
down by the weather as at lunch the father and mother of a thunder­
storm broke over St. Cross. This was very sad as the match was the 
first enco unter between the Regiment a nd the 43rd a nd 52nd. Up 
to lunchti me we had not in fact done too well as can be seen from 
the score sheet, but our bowling was not the strongest part of our 
side. One good thing about the storm was that it was so violent 
that there was never a hope of any more play that day, so that 
there was no necessity to hang a bout on a ground covered with 
pools of water than which nothing can be more depressing. 

Luckily the ground had dried out well by the Thursday, the 
day on which we play Winchester College and ask our friends 
from round about to tea. It was of course still very slow and easy 
and when Winchester won the toss it mea nt that we were in for 
some hard work. We were ! 

The College side this year was undoubtedly a very good one. 
All their first six batsmen made runs a nd 1 don' t think I've ever 
seen the first six batsmen on any school side bat with such authority. 
( We did not have a cha nce of seeing their later batsmen in action 
as our bowlers-and we did not have too bad a bowling side-only 
ma naged to get fo ur wickets.) The score had by then reached 202 
and a declaration was made leaving us a reasonable time, but only 
just, to get the runs if we were able. It very soon became apparent 
that we were not able ! 

Our fi rst six wickets in fact fell for 78, but luckily our later 
batsmen came to the rescue and played a great deal better than their 
forerunners. Mike Thompson made a good 24 before getting run 
ou t very stupidly, but the best knock came fro m l van Evans who 
struck the College bowling hard and often. To the o lder members 
of the Club this innings brought to mind a most extraordinary 
match we played against the College duri ng the thirties. The 
latter made something in the neighbourhood of 240 ( L'm speaking 
without the book so the figures may not be exact) and when we 
had lost nine wickets for about 70 and there was a bout a n hour 
and a half to play it looked as if the College could not help winning. 
I van then joined Harry Altham who had made a bout 30 or so, 
and when stumps were drawn these two had added abo ut 150, 
H arry having reached his century and Ivan 70-odd. Far from the 
College wi nning, towards the end of this hard-hitting stand they 
were becoming quite demoralised and if more time had been avail­
able there seemed no reason why we should not have won. It was 
quite one of the most extraordinary games l have ever seen. 

CRIC KET 125 

After this long digression let's get back to th is year's match . 
In the end we just saved the game, scoring 155 for ten wickets 
when stumps were drawn. J think we were lucky to do this a nd it 
was due not only to our lattr batsmen but in a n even greater measure 
to David Bedford. As the latter did not make many runs and did 
not bowl this may setm rather an odd statement. However, he 
played his part by just appearing on the ground when the H on. 
Secretary thought he had said he could not play ! Thus we had 
12 men a nd the College very kindly said they would play I 2-a-side. 
As our 12th man was at the wicket when the end came David 
obviously saved the match ! 

The las t ma tch of the Week was the Regimenta l Match between 
the 60th and the Rifle Brigade. On paper it looked as if we might 
be slightly stronger in batting and the R .B. might have the edge 
in the bowling li ne. In the event their batting was st rong enough 
to make the large score of 284 for five but no t really fast eno ugh 
to force a win unless we collapsed, which, as can be seen from the 
score, we d id not do. It thus became impossible for the R .B. to 
time their second declaration so as to give us a reasonable chance 
to get the runs, while leaving themselves a good chance to get us 
o ut. We never looked like being bea ten but at the same time never 
looked like making the runs although we went for them from the 
beginning. Thus the game ended in a not very exciting draw. 

This ending did not appear to mar the enjoyment of a large 
concourse of spectators from both Regiments, if in fact they noticed 
it at all ! A cocktail party in the M ess at Bushfield then rounded 
off what can, I think, be claimed as a very successful Week on the 
whole, especia lly fro m the social angle. 

Our usua l match against the Eton Ra mblers was played on the 
Saturday fo llowi ng the Week and was a little disappointi ng as at 
one time we looked to have the game won. This was due chiefly 
to a really fi rst-class piece of bowli ng by John Bend it who removed 
the first five Ramblers for 34, and they had quite a good batting 
side too. Their fina l score was 99 for seven wickets and this was 
only achieved by some very " back to the wall" stuff by their 
capta in who was aided by a certain amount of luck. We ourselves 
had only tota lled 156 and this was mostly due to a most plucky 
innings by Rod ney Holmes who made an excellent 70, a good part 
of his innings with a fractured finger. Incidentally, John Bendit's 
final figures were six for 24. 
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There is nothing to say of our next match which was against 
the Kenya Kongonis as not a ball could be bowled owing to heavy 
and continuous rain. 

With a bit of luck we should have beaten the Royal Hampshire 
Regiment in our next match as when stumps were drawn their last 
two men were in and they had o nly made 102 for nine in reply 
to ou r sco re of 150 for seven. Ch ris Delisle, playing his first match 
(but not the last we hope) for the C lub, got 66 of o ur total while 
Simon Do uglas-Pennant , who had bowled a ll the Week with very 
little luck, had some return for his hard work by getting six wickets 
for 24. 

The final match of the year was ou r very pl easant annual battle 
against the Dawsons' side, the Gemini. This year they produced 
a pretty strong side, their bowling being particula rly good, and 
although we had a reasonable batting team all we could score was 
a meagre 132. 

When o ur opponents had reached I 07 for three and things were 
looking pretty black fo r us the rain came to our aid and stopped 
any further play. Thus the season ended not too gloriously for 
us but in a ma nner typical of this very wet summer. 

We are looking forward to a successful season in 1959 but 
it is ho ped that a ll o ur cricketers will realise that it is not going 
to be too easy for managers to raise sides unless everyo ne rallies 
round as , for the first part of the season at least, none of the three 
R egular Batta lions will be in England a lthough it is hoped that 
the 43rd and 52nd will be home in time for Green Jacket Week. 

Finally a word about the ground at St. Cross. As may be 
imagi ned , Passingham had a terribly time trying to turn out good 
wickets in such a wet year. In fact I think a ll who played on the 
ground wi ll agree that they were up to his usua l high standard, but 
the work enta iled was too much for him. As he has now reached 
the age when he can draw the o ld age pension he wants to go on to 
half-t ime work. We are delighted he wi ll not be leaving but will 
be avai lable with ad vice and help to the new gro undsman a nd 
wi ll, I am sure, st ill be a ttending all our matches at St. Cross- the 
ground wo uld not be the same with out him . At the same t ime 
we are very sad he will not be working under q uite the o ld condi­
tions and I'm sure that all Green Jacket cricketers would like me 
to put on record our deepest appreciation a nd thanks fo r a ll the 
good and very ha rd work he has put in during the past 13 years. 
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BATTING AVERAGES, 1958 
No! Higlles1 

Name Innings 0111 score Runs A verage 
S. J. Symington 7 2 120 303 60 . 5 
M. N. Harbottle 6 I 103 289 57.8 
F. J. B. Taylo r 6 2 88 210 52.25 
B. L. Reed 8 I 92* 315 45 
D. G. Clive 5 2 40 13 1 43.6 
R. D. Carver 5 2 65 124 4 1·3 
N. T. A. Fiennes 4 135 163 40. 75 
A. L. Robinson 12 4 66* 269 33.62 
E. N. W. Bramall 7 I 55 168 28 
J. R. R. Holmes 7 70 192 27.43 
D. W. R. Bedford 7 62 147 2 1 
J . P. Starkey - 7 45 124 20.6 
M. J. Worth 5 55 98 19. 6 
M. W. M. Ta rleton - 11 32 2 11 19 .1 8 
A. J. Wilson 5 33 83 16 . 15 
T . C. Gore 8 49 108 15.43 
T. G. H. Jackson 4 4 1 62 15.5 
E. C. Phillips 8 3 28 73 14 .6 
C. B. Hun t 5 2 19 43 14.6 

* Not out. 

T he following also batted but they had less than 4 innings or their averages 
were less than 14 :-

A. L. Askew, T. H. Acton, M. C. C . Armytage, J. F . Ballard, J . D . Bendit, 
S.M. H. Bradley, R . M. J. Burr, P. D. Blake, M. J. Calvert, H . F. G. Carey, 
S. C. Cave, A. Clerke-Brown, A. Cutforth, A. J. . and T . M. E. Dawson, 
D. R. Dew, G . P. S. Delisle, J. Davies-Scourfield, S. Douglas-Pennant, P. Doyne. 

I. Evans, E. H . C. Garnier, P . E. Gerahty, J. Grenfell, A. C. Guthrie, 
J . G. Harrison, C. C. Henfrey, P. M. Hordern, H. R. G. Howard, D. J . Hulbert, 
J. N. Hogg, J. A. Hunter, F. E. Hughes-Onslow, R. S. Ma ther, D . R. Maclean, 
R. A. St. G. Martin, H. J. Mogg, J. Munday, Rfn. Maclu re. 

A. E. Palmer, S. G. Pattison, Rfn. Phi lli ps, R. Pa rker-Jervis, R. A. Pascoe, 
D . R. Peppiatt, J. P. Raison, D. Ra msbotham, W. S. B. Rawlings, C.S.M. 
Robinson, H. W. A. Ruck-Keane, G. A . Shakerley, R.S.M. Shepherd, J . Shiels, 
Cpl. Smethurst, Rfn. Stocker, J . M.S. Thompson, C. G. Wemyss, G. W. Wh ite, 
C. C. P. Will ia ms. 

BOWLING ANALYSES, 1958 
Name Overs Maidens Runs Wickels Average 

J. D. Bendit 40 13 110 15 7 . 3 
R. Parker-Jervis 33 5 105 7 15 
J. M. S. Thompson - 35 7 122 8 15·5 
T. C. Gore - 119 24 348 15 23.2 
S. Douglas-Pennant - 109 12 306 12 25.5 
A. L. Robinson - 169 29 610 23 26.52 
M. W. M. Tarleton - 92 14 322 12 26.73 
A. C. Guthrie 42 6 196 7 28 
S. J . Symington - 102 12 376 13 28.93 
G. A. Shakerley 60 7 265 9 29.4 
The following also bowled but took less than 5 wickets :-
T . H. Acton, P. D. Blake, J. D avies-Scourfield, D. Dew, D. W. R. Bedford, 

E. N. W. Bramall, P.M. Hordern, H. R. G. Howard, D. J . Hulber t, J . N. Hogg, 
D. R. Maclean, D. R. Peppiatt, Rfn. Phi llips, B. L. Reed, D. Ramsbotham, 
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J. P. Starkey, Rfn. Stocker, N. Tresilian, G. W. White, A. J . Wilson, C. C. P . 
W illiams. 

As no initials have been given to the Dawson twins, the only way of shewing 
their analyses is by giving them a joint one which is as under :-

Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Average 
29 3 119 6 19.83 

GREE JACKET WEEK, 1958 

TH E GREEN JACKETS v. THE FREE FORESTERS 

Monday and Tuesday, J uly 14th and 15th, 1958 

TH E FREE FOREST ERS 
1ST .I NNINGS 2ND I NNINGS 

A. H. Parnaby, c and b Symington - 47 
R. C. Robinson, c R uck- Keane, b Symington - 16 
G. H. G. Doggart, c Ruck-Keane, b Tarleton- 19 

run out - 81 
c Hunt, b Gore - 10 
c Symington, 

J . P. C. Woodhouse, b Symington 
T. W. Selley, b Gore -
H. Parr, lbw, Guthrie -
H. Whitehouse, c Gore, b Douglas-Pennant 

G. M. Thorneycroft, c R uck-Keane, b Gore 

D. W. 0 . P rice, b Gore 
J . Gordon, not out 
D. Jarmain, did not bat. 

Extras 

Total (for 9 wickets dec.) 

b R obinson 
- 15 run out 

2 not out -
- 42 did not bat. 
- 21 c Taylor, 

- 83 
2 
4 

b Robi nson - 33 
- 40 c Robinson, 

b Symington - 7 

~}did not bat. 

25 Extras - 17 

- 235 Total (6 wkts. dec.) 237 

G R EEN JACK ET S 
F. J . B. Taylo r, c Shelley, b D oggar t 

D. R. Dew, c Shelley, b Gordon 
S. J. Symington, not out 

A. L. Robinson, not out 
T. C. Gore 

H. W. A. Ruck-Keane 
D. R. Peppiatt 

M. W. M. Tarleton 
R. B. Hunt 

A. L. Guthrie 

S. Douglas-Pennant 

Extras 

did not bat. 

Tot a I (for 2 wickets dec.) 

- 88 c Woodhouse 
b Price 16 

0 c Selley, b Gordon 0 
- 120 c Doggart 

b Gordon - 12 
- 16 c and b Gordon 16 

c Jarmain, 
b Gordon 10 

b Price - II 
c Robinson, 

b Gordon - 10 
lbw, b Doggarl - 24 
c Selley, 

b Thorneycroft 19 
c Jarmain, 

b Doggart 0 
not out - 0 

- 12 Extras - I I 

- 236 Total . 129 

I 
I 

CRICK ET 

43rd and 52nd v. 60th 
Wednesday, July 16th, 1958 

43RD A D 52NO 

F. J. B. Taylor, not out 
H . W. A. Ruck-Keane, b Douglas-Pennant 
D. R. Peppiatt, c White, b Howard -
M. N. Harbottle, not out 

Extras 

Total (for 2 wickets) 
Match abandoned (rain) . 

60TH 

- 78 
9 

- 35 
- 30 

4 

- 156 

129 

S. J. Symington (capta in), R . D. Carver, B. L. Reed, M. J . Calvert, J. G. 
H arr ison, G. W. White, P. M . H ordern , E. C. Phillips, G. A. Shakerley, S. D. 

Douglas-Penna nt. 

T H E G REE JACKETS v. WINCH ESTER COLLEGE 

Thursday, J uly 17th, 1958 

W INCH ESTER COLLEGE 

J . C. D. Townsend, c Bedford, b Shakerley - - 25 
J . C. Patrick, c and b Shakerley - 52 
Nawab of Pataudi, b D ouglas-Pennant - 43 
V. A. L. Powell, c Douglas-Pennant, b Howard - 35 
R. I. Jefferson, not out - 29 
J. F. Charlton, not out - I I 
P. J. L. Wright } 
H. J. Campbell-Ferguson 
J. Morgan did not bat. 
W. L. W. Goulding 
F. W. Heat ley 

Extras 

Tota l (fo r 4 wickets dec.) 

G REEN JACKETS 
F. J. B. Taylor, c Powell, b Heatley -
J . P. Starkey, c Jefferson, b Heatley -
D. R. Peppiatt, st Goulding, b Charlton 
B. L. Reed, b Pataudi -
D. W. R. Bedford, c Wright, b Charlton 
M. W. M. Tarleton, st Goulding, b Charlton 
J. M. S. Thompson, run out -
D. R. Dew, c and b Pataudi -
!. Evans, c Wright, b Heatley -
G. A. Shaker:ey, lbw, b Patr ick 
S. D. Douglas-Pennant, not out 
H. R. G. Howard, not out 

Extras 

7 

- 202 

5 
- 18 

9 
13 

- 13 
9 

24 
I 

- 26 
- 21 

I 
I 

14 

Total (for I 0 wickets, playing I 2 a side) - 155 

L 
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60th v. RI FLE BRIGADE 
Friday and Saturday, July 18th and 19th, 1958 

RIF LE BRIGADE 
)ST INNINGS 

M. L. Wo rth, c Symington, b Shakerley -
2ND INNINGS 

15 c Ha rr ison, 
b Symington - 55 

M. W. M. Tarleton, c Reed, b White - 20 b White - 26 
N. T. A. Fiennes, c Phillips, b Bramall - 135 
A. L. Robinson, c Bedford, b Symington 46 
J . P. Starkey, not out - 37 
T. C. Gore, c White, b Douglas-Pennant 0 

c Reed , b Symington - 10 
not out - 14 
did not bat. 
b Symington - 7 

D. J . Hul bert, not out - 17 

D. R . Dew } } C. B. M . . Hunt did not bat. did 
T. H. Acton 
T. G. H. Jackson 

not bat. 

Extras - 14 Extras 9 

Total (for 5 wickets dec.) - 284 Total (4 wkts. dec.) 121 

60TH 
E. N. W. Bramall , lbw, b Tarleton 
R . M. J. Burr, c Robinson, b Hulbert 
D. W. R. Bedford, b Gore 
B. L. Reed, b Gore 
S. J . Symington, not out -
J . G. Harrison, c Fiennes, b Starkey 
G. W. White, b Hulbert -
M. J. Calvert, not out 
G. A. Shakerley } 
E. C . Phi llips did not bat. 
S. D. Douglas-Pennant 

Extras 

- 26 c Fiennes, b Dew - 43 
2 c Fiennes, b Hulbert - 6 
0 st Fiennes, b Tarleton 55 

- 45 b Robinson - 20 
- 73 not out - 47 

2 st Fiennes, b Robinson- I 
- 24 c Fiennes, b Tarleton - 15 

7 not out 2 

}did not bat. 

- II Ext ras - 10 

Total (for 6 wickets dec.) - 190 Total (6 wickets) - l 99 

THE REGIMENTAL MATCH SINCE THE WAR 
Written by Major S. J. Symington 

As the last 60th v. R .B. two-day match has been played, I 
tho ught it wou ld be amusing to review the series. T here have been 
13 contests ; each side has won 3 times, 6 matches have been d rawn 
and 1 was abandoned. On these results it is difficult to say who has 
come o ut on top. Let us look at it another way ; in the 13 years, 
179 60th wickets have fa llen for a total of 4,250 runs, averaging 
23 · 7 each. 176 R.B. wickets have fallen for 4, 196 runs, averaging 
23 · 8. L consider the series to have been well and truly drawn ! 

Balling.- L have shown in the averages all those who have 
completed 5 in11ings and made a total of 100 r uns at an average of 
more tha n 20. Without question, the ou tstanding batsman has been 

r 
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Dwin Bramall with two centuries and nearly twice as many runs as 
anyone else. He did, however, show he was human by succum bing 
to Wrigley fo r 0 o n the eve of his wedd ing ( I think). Nat Fiennes 
(135- highest individual score) and John Surtees are the only 
other batsmen to have reached three figures. Rob T illard made 
G reen Jacket h istory in 1956, when he was dism issed for obstructing 
the field. (Hardly the best thing fo r Regimental Relations !) One 
can't help but no te in passing that two Regular soldiers have 
managed to appear at the wicket 15 ti mes, twice mo re than even 
R obinson who practically lives a t St. Cross. 

Bowling.-l have shown in the averages a ll those who have 
either bowled 50 overs or taken 10 wickets. Tony R o binson, with 
we ll ove r twice as many victims as any o ther bowler, has been the 
outstanding bowler. T he best ind ivid ual performance was in 1947 
when James M arsham took 8 R.B. wickets for 34 runs. Tt is interest­
ing to note that no t a single spin bowler appears in the R .B. averages, 
whereas, if you include Tillard, the 60th have no fewer than four 
o ut of seven. 

Fielding.- ! hope to wri te a separate artic le about the Herald 
Trophy, awarded annually to the worst fielder in the week. Here 
it is interesting to note that 60th fieldsmen have accounted for 91 
victims, whereas the R ifle Brigade have only taken 60. I am not 
q uite sure what this proves. P eter Welch and Ro b T illard head the 
list with 9 catches each ; Symington (1 must p ut this in as the first 
holder of the Herald Trophy) follows with 8. Aga in T am not quite 
sure what this p roves. Nat F iennes has been the most successful 
stumper and only last year caught 3 and stumped 2 in an innings 
when o nly 6 wickets fell. 

What wonderful fun these 13 matches have been and how much 
everyone has appreciated p laying. Our grateful thanks are d ue to 
many people but I believe particularly to Cyril W ilson (if o nly he 
wouldn't shout instructio ns f rom the bo undary!) and Passingham. 

BATT! G 
60TH. 

Not Total Highest 
Name Innings Out Runs Score Average 

Symington JO 3 337 73* 48. J 
Bra mall 15 I 624 11 8 44 .6 
Guy 10 I 334 95 37 . I 
Calvert 9 4 174 70* 34. 8 
Reed 5 0 157 55 31.4 
Ti llard 12 0 346 78 28.8 
White JO 0 278 87 27.8 
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R .B. 
Fiennes 9 I 365 135 45 .6 
Surtees 5 2 126 105 42.0 
Blake, P. 5 I 159 82 39.75 
Clive - 10 2 292 80 36.5 
Robinson - 13 3 296 50* 29 .6 
Hulbert 5 I 11 8 40 29.5 
Davies-Scourfield 9 I 218 62 27.25 
Jackson - 15 2 327 43 25 .2 
Parker 5 0 113 60 22 .6 
Ho lmes II 0 241 65 21.9 
Gore, T. C. - 6 0 124 45 20 .7 

BOWLING 
60TH. 

Name Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Average 
Ma rsham - 66 7 259 15 17.3 
Shakerley - 54 3 214 II 19.5 
Hordern 81 8 307 15 20.5 
White 97 21 298 13 23 .0 
Hogg - 153 38 376 16 23.5 
Symington - 132 29 445 16 27 .8 
Tillard 57 4 275 7 39.3 

R.B. 
Surtees 33 3 138 10 13.8 
Robinson - 220 46 683 42 16.3 
Wrigley 65 II 216 13 16.6 
Parker-Jervis 60 12 167 10 16.7 
Hul bert - 11 3 36 257 15 17. 1 
Bend it 91 13 280 16 17.5 
G ore, T . C. - 128 25 342 15 22.8 
Carter 89 17 265 11 24 . 1 
Gore, A. C. 69 13 226 7 32.3 

THE GREEN JACKETS GOLF MEETING, 1958 
10th/11th May, 1958 

Twenty-ni ne members took part in the meeting which was 
held as usual at Littlestone. The entry was made up of 17 Rifle 
Brigade, 10 60th, and, in addit ion, Brigadier O'Brien a nd Major 
Booth as sole representatives of the Brigade of G urkhas and 
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshi re Light I nfantry respectively. T he 
fact that we were fewer than in recent years can be principally 
ascribed to the retirement from business- long forecast by habitues 
of the meeting- of the proprietor of the ill-starred Dormy House, 
which was announced only a few weeks before the meeting- after 
our booking had been accepted. I n the hectic inte rlude which 
followed this announcement other accommodation, which proved 

r 
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adeq uate, was fo und for t hose who requi red it and the red uced 
size of the meeting was certainly appreciated by the Joint Secretary 
who was left to run it in the unavoidable a bsence on his honey­
moon of N igel Althaus. 

The Medal was won by Dean with a net re turn of 70 by the 
ha ndsome margin of three strokes. The ha nd icapping committee 
were so single-minded in their efforts to thwart James .in his effor t 
to win a th ird success ive medal that they undoubtedly overlooked 
this little-known but stylish and abstemious player. James, on the 
other hand , quite failed to play to his fiercely reduced handicap 
and was even seen to play some strokes from the rough. The 
Scratch prizes were won by Shakerley (60th) who returned 80 
and Clive (R.B.) with 83. Shakerley's net round of 73 won him the 
T.A. Cup also ; Lynch won the Serving Officers' Cup, and Bligh 
ended his two-year term of office as P resident of the Society by 
winning the Veterans' Cup- for the fou rth ti me. 

It was decided to allow only fou r qualifiers for the 60th Match 
P lay and the dependable G renville-Grey played well to defeat first 
Shakerley and, in the final, the medallist Dean. 

The Rifle Brigade qualifiers did not include Brigadier Gore for 
the first time in most players' recollection, but Captain T. C. Gore, 
playing in his fi rst meeting, did so and was only beaten at the 19th 
by Clive, who then reached the fina l by beating the retiring President. 
The other final ist was the elder Hughes-Onslow who was not thought 
to have much chance of success in his first final against such a 
seasoned competi tor, a lthough he had won at the 20th against 
him in the first round the previous year. His victory by 6 and 5 on 
this occasion was therefore the surprise of the meeting, and pro­
vided a powerful answer to those pundits who had considered 
him a spent force in Green Jacket golf. 

The Bogey Foursomes were won by Boden and Brigadier 
O'Brien with the excellent return of all square. The Brigadier, 
whom we welcomed for the first time, has only one arm and his 
form was so good that it came as no surprise to us when he was 
runner-up in the one-armed players championship la ter in the year. 

The Littlestone Cup on Sunday was competed for by foursomes, 
and the change from singles proved a success, the event being 
particularly well supported by the Littlestone Club members. 
The winning pair was a Club entry who scored 34 points, four 
more than our best pair , Toby Low and Tudor-Owen. 

The Club staff excelled their normal efforts in providing dinner 
in the Club House for those members who were staying in and 
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around Littlestone a nd two most convivial evenings resulted. At 
the Annual General Meeting Major H. J . F . Mills was elected 
President of the Society for 1958/9, and Maj or Booth was 
encouraged to enrol as ma ny golfers from the ranks of the Ox. and 
Bucks. L.I. as he could with a view to their ultimately being able 
to compete in their own knock-out competition wi thin the Green 
Jackets Golfing Society. 

Results were as follows :-
Saturday, a.m. 

P. W. M. Dean 
G. P. Sha kerley 
1. W. Lynch 
H on. N . G . Bligh ­
D . G. Clive 
T . N . H ughes-Onslow 
C. E. Grenville-Grey 
F. E. Hughes-Onslow 
T. C. Gore 
G . F. Earle 
B. P. T. O'Brien 
1. P. Sta rkey 
P . A. D. Boden 
W. P. S. Curtis 
N. J. C. Hanbury ­
Hon. D. 0. Trench 
J . A. Floyd 
J . F . H. Surtees -
H. R. James 
W. A. L. Manson­
J . F. C. Mellor 
M. J . W. Ha rker -
A. C. G ore 
R. D . Poo:e 
F. H. G. T udor-Owen 
H . .J. F . Mills 
C. R . Keeler 
P. Booth -
G . M. D. Thomas 

Saturday, p.m., Bogey Foursomes 

- (15) 70 Medal 
(7) 73 60th Scratch, T.A. Cup 

(14) 74 Serving Officers' Cup 
(14) 76 Veterans' Cup 
(7) 76 R.B. Scratch Cup 

- (10) 76 
- (1 0) 77 

(8) 77 
- ( 18) 77 
- (15) 77 
- (13) 78 
- (18) 79 

( 14) 81 
( I I ) 81 
(8) 81 
(7) 81 
(4) 82 

- ( 14) 82 
- (1 0) 83 
- ( 13) 84 

(7) 85 
- (13) 86 

( 1) 86 
- ( 12) 86 
- ( 16) 85 
- (15) 88 
- (15) 93 

~ }No return 

P. A. D. Boden and B. P. T. O'Brien (AI! square) 
Sunday : Littlestone Cup 

M. M. Davison and J. Young (L1ttlestone G.C.) - 34 points 
Toby Low a nd F . H. G. T udor-Owen - 30 

Match Play : Rifle Brigade S tatuette 

~~ic. Gore } Cl(~~ the 19th) } Cl ive 

Bligh } Bligh (2 a nd J) 
F . H.-Onslow ( I up) 

Lynch } N. H .-Onslow 
N. H .-Onslow (2 and I ) 

Starkey 
Ea rle }

Sta rkey 
(3 and 2) 

l N. H .-Onslow r (2 up) 

J 

l 
lN. H.-Onslow 
( (6 and 5) 

J 

.• 

G REEN JACKET GOLF 

Match Play : 60th Rifles Cup 
Dean } Dean 
Trench 

Grenvi lle-Grey } Grenvi lle-Grey 
Shakeriey 

l 
~ Grenville-G re)' 

J 
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The Inter-Regimental Match was played at Swi nley Forest on 
Saturday, 29th March, 1958, and was won by the 60th Rifles by 
6 games to 2. 

The other matches played during the year resu lted as follows : 
Date Opponents Course Result 

Mar. J 5.- Army G.S. - Worplesdon - Lost 3- 5 
, 22.- Bar G.S. - Swinley Forest - Won 5!-2 ~ 

Apr. 13 .- Wine Trade G .S. - P ulborough - Lost 4- 6 
, 20.- Gurkha Brigade G.S. North Hants Won 6-2 
, 26.- Jokers New Zealand Lost 3!-5! 

May 4.- R .M.A. Sandhurst - North Ha nts Drawn 4-4 
, 13.- Lioyds G .S. - Swinley Forest Drawn 4- 4 

J une 14.- H ousehold Brigade G .S. West Hill Lost 2- 6 
Sept. 6.- Staff College - Berkshire - Los t 3- 5 

, 16.-Artists Rifles G .S. - - Swinley Forest - Lost U - 6!-
, 21.- Huntercombe G.S. - - H untercombe - Lost :2- 6-

0 ct . 28 .- Ladies' Parl iamentary G.S. - New Zealand - Won 9~- t 
N ov. 1/2.- Rye G .C. - - Rye - Lost 5- 9 
D ec. 6.- Eton College Stoke Poges Won 3!-H 

Distinction has been achieved by Green Jackets in the world 
of golf at la rge. R . K. Pitamber, now living in Bombay, was a 
member of India's team of fou r in the Eisenhower Trophy Co mpeti­
t ion held at St. Andrews in October. N . C. Selway has for some 
time presided over the Championship Committee of the R oyal and 
Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews, a position requiring much tact 
and administrative skill and one which he has fi lled most admira bly. 
Lastly, Brigadier Adrian Gore was the enviable winner of White's 
famous tournament in the summer of 1958 and the prospect of the 
glittering p rize in the form of the selling sweepstake did not, we 
u nderstand, prevent h im from eating a hearty lunch before the 
fi nal which he won by a considerable margin. 
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BRIGADIER RUDOLF GEORGE JELF, C.M.G., D.S.O. 

Died 22nd October, 1958. Aged 85 years. 

In December last there appeared this quotation in The Times: 
" A man that hath friends must show himself friendly." 

H ow fittingly this suggests Rudolf's character. Perhaps for this 
reason those who were privileged to know him loved him. But 
in spite of his popularity it has been extremely difficult to find 
brother-officers who knew much about his Army life. One difficulty 
was that he joined the Regiment in 1893, eight years before the 
publication of the first issue of the Chronicle, a nd another that 
unfortunately three wars had taken their toll of many of his 
contem poraries. 

H e was born 19th August, 1873, the eldest son of the late 
Colonel R. H . Jelf, c.M.G. , J.P., of Offcote House, Ashbourne, 
Derbyshire, and educated at Eton and R.M.C., Sandh urs t. He 
went out to India in H .M.S. Serapis, the last of the old Indian 
troopships, and j oined the 1st Battal ion a t Peshawar in January, 
1894. He took part in the Chitral Relief Expedition in 1895, and 
was present at the storm ing of the Mala kand Pass. 

ln 1897 he served with a detachment of the 1st Battalion at 
Weinberg, near Cape Town, under Major Johnny Cam pbell. He 
used to hunt with the Cape Hunt and was one of the whips. 

When the South African War broke out in 1899, he went with the 
Battalion to Dundee, Natal, and was at the battle of Tal ana Hill and 
then served throughout the Siege of Ladysmith a nd took part in the 
action at Lombards Kop and Wagon Hill on 16th January, 1900. 
He managed to get a number of letters sent home from Ladysmith 
givi ng details of the rations they had to subsist on, and accounts of 
some of the fighting. As he had helped to train Mounted Infantry 
before the war (this was the normal p rocedure in Infantry Battalions 
in South Africa) it was not surprising to find him com ma nding a 
unit of that arm. In addition to periodic " a larms", he had to have 
patrols out every day at daylight and report on the situation. 

Considering this experience and as hunting was one of his 
favourite sports, it is very strange he does not appear to have served 
in M.l. after the relief of Ladysmith. After a few months a t home 
recovering from enteric fever , he j oined the 3rd Battalion as 
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a Captain a nd served for the remainder of the war in columns 
operating in the Eastern Transvaal. 

From 1902 to 1905 he was Adjutant of the Queen's Westminster 
Riftes and then joined the 4th Batta lion at Colchester. One of the 
few now living who served with him there, M ajor-General Seymour 
M ellor, writes that Rudolf kept two horses and hunted with Lady 
Gifford's H arriers and adds, " T won the Hunt Light-weight Race 
on his grey mare ". 

I n 1907 he was appointed A.D.C. to Lord Minto, Viceroy :- nd 
Governor-General o f 1 ndia. H e must have played a lot of polo 
during his tour of du ty, a nd on one occasion he played fo r th e 
" Hopefuls" against the K.D.G.s in the Beresford Challenge Cup, 
being beaten by on ly one goal in the semi-final. One could not 
imagine anyone better suited for an A.D.C's job a nd it is significant 
that he was selected to continue in that capacity to Lord Hardinge, 
the new Viceroy, unti l after King George's Delhi Durba r in 19 11. 
H e then joined the 4th Battalion at R awalpindi but soon exchanged 
into the 2nd Battal ion and went with them to Blackdown in the 
A1dershot Command. H e embarked, as a Company Commander, 
for France with the Battalion in the Expeditionary Force on 12th 
August, 19 14. He took part in the Retreat from Mons and the 
battles of the M arne and Aisne, in the latter of which he was 
severely wounded. To quote Seymour Mellor again, "We were 
wounded within a few yards of each other, 1 can see him now, 
walking about wi th a large light blue shawl round h is head and 
qu ite unmoved". They had a very rough time of it before getting 
to the hospital at the Trianon Pa lace H otel and he adds, " It was a 
very trying and unpleasant journey, but Rudolf was cheerful all 
the time, a fine example to all " . 

Rudolf returned to the 2nd Battalion by the end of 19 14 and in 
the following May commanded the 1st Battalion a nd took part in 
the battle of Festubert. 1n September, 191 5, he was appointed, 
during the battle of Loos, to command the 73rd Brigade, 24th 
Division. This inexperienced Brigade had been in action on and 
around Fosse 8, a nd had suffered considerably. The Corps Com­
mander, General Sir Hubert Gough , felt that it was essential that 
an experienced officer should be placed in charge and Sir Douglas 
H aig, Commanding 1st Army, selected Rudolf. 

In his book The Fifth Army, Sir Hubert writes, " No Commander 
had ever been ca lled upon to undertake a more terrible task-an 
inexperienced and d isorganised Brigade, under terri fic artillery fire, 
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an enemy superior in training a nd equipment- especially in bombs­
all was crumbling around him. That the fight did not end in complete 
disaster was due to the great qualities a nd devo ti on he displayed, 
but when I to ld him th is, he was very surprised". 

After the battle of the Somme in 191 6, in which he took part, 
he commanded the 86th Brigade, 29th Division, and fought in the 
battles of Arras and Passchendaele. Prior to the commencement of 
this fighting in 191 7, his Brigade on the canal ba nk north of Ypres 
was being re lieved. The incoming Brigade Commander going round 
the trenches with Rudolf, noticed how he never fai led to have a 
kindly word for those he met, usually greeting them with , " Hullo, 
my son ". 

In March 19 18, he was given a home co mmand , the 1st Reserve 
Brigade at Blackdown, and served with it till August, 1919, thus 
completing a full cycle. He then went to the 2nd Battalion as 
Second-in-Command. It was in tha t year that he married his devoted 
wife, who survives h im. 

In 1920 he again got command of the 1st Battalion, going with 
them to Ireland to help quell the rebellion. J n 1921 the 
Battalion was at Ba llyk inler (how history is repeating itself) a nd he 
was relieved by M ajendie in September 1922. 1n October he went 
to the 3rd Ba tta lion who had returned from India to be disba nded, 
and in the fo llowing Ma rch to Co logne to the 2nd Battalion. In 
fact within the space of seven months, he commanded three different 
battal ions of the Regiment, sure ly a record. 

In 1904 he was promoted Colonel a nd in 1925 was given com­
mand of the 143rd (Worcester and G loucester) Brigade T.A., but 
in 1926 he had to retire owing to ill -health. 

He lived for many years in Camberley and from 1942 to 1944 he 
commanded the 2nd Cadet Battalion, Queen's Royal Regiment, 
a n appointment for which he was ideally suited. 

Jn addition to hunting, his favouri te sports were shooting and 
fishing. He was a good cricketer a nd golfer and was a member of 
L Zingari, Free Foresters and Eton Ra mblers. He was a very keen 
a nd enthusiastic Rifleman, and anyone who served in the Regiment, 
whatever his rank, was sure of a hearty welcome at" The Rough ". 

H e died on the 22nd October, 1958, and many of us mourn the 
loss of a very dear fr iend. One cannot imagine Rudolf ever having 
had an enemy. All his friends and those who served under his 
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co mmand were usua lly referred to as ," D ear, good fellows" and 
that, more than anything else, gives us an insight into his charming 
a nd remarkable character. 

The deepest sympathy of the R egiment goes to his widow in 
her great loss. 

L. P .-D. 

LI EUT.-COLONEL EDWARD AUSTEN BRADFORD, o.s.o. 

Died 5th June, 1958. Aged 79 years. 

Edward Austen Bradford was the son of the .late Colonel Sir 
Edward Rid ley Colbourne Bradford, K.C.B., K. C.S. I. He was 
educated at Eton and was commissioned into the Regiment in 
October, 1899. He saw service in the South African War, including 
the Rel ief of Ladysmith, a lso the actions of Colenso, Spion Kop 
and the Tugela Heights. 

He was serving with the 3rd Battalion in M eerut prior to the 
outbreak of the First World War. In August 1914, he proceeded to 
France with the 1st Batta lion, and was wounded at Braine on 13th 
September, 19 14. He returned to France as a G.S.O. 2 on the staff 
of Headquarters 2nd Corps, in 1915. Later, in 1916, he was appoin­
ted a G.S.O. I, Headquarters 3rd Army, and in 1917 he was posted 
in the same a ppointment to 65th Di vision. He was awarded the 
D.S.O. in 1918 and retired in March 1920. 

LIEUT.-COLONEL EDWARD FJTZGERALD CAMPBELL, 
D.S.O. , D.L. , J.P. 

Died I st December, 1958. Aged 65 years. 

L ieut.-Colonel E. F. Campbell was the third son of the late 
Lieut.-Colonel Sir Guy Campbell, the third Baronet. Colonel 
Campbell was born in 1893 and educated at Eton and the Royal 
Military College at Sandhurst. 

His great-great-grandfather was Lieut.-Genera l Colin Campbell, 
one time Lieutenant-Governor of Gibraltar. His great-grandfather 
was M ajor-General Sir Guy Campbell , Bart. and he saw service in 
the Peninsula and at Waterloo. His grandfather, Colonel Sir Edward 
c.ampbell, Bart., served with the 60th Rifles and took part in the 
SJkh War and the Jndian Mutiny. His father, L ieut.-Colonel Sir 
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Guy Theophilus Campbell, Bart. , served in the 60th Rifles and saw 
service in the Afghan War. 

Lieut.-Colonel Campbell was commissioned into the Regiment 
on 17th September, 1913, and joined the 4th Battalion in Jndia. 
He served with this Battalion in France and Belgium from 1914-
19 16. He wa~ a Captain when he joined the 2nd Batta lion in 1917, 
also serving with the British Expeditionary Force in France and 
Belgium. ln June, 1918, he was appointed Second-in-Command 
to the 18th Service Battalion K.R.R.C. and was wounded at Kemme! 
11th August, 1918. He was awarded the D.S.O. in November, 19 18, 
when acting as Commanding Officer. 

After the end of the First World War he went to the Senior 
Officers' School in 19 19, and in 1920 he was posted to the 2nd 
Battalion. In 1923 he came to the Rifle D epot, leaving there in 
1925 to join the 1st Battalion serving in Rawalpindi. He was 
promoted Major in 1930 and he returned home to join the 2nd 
Battalion in 193 1. He was appointed a Brevet Lieut.-Colonel in 
January, 1935, when serving with the 2nd Battalion in Northern 
1 reland. Early in 1936 he was posted as Second-in-Command to 
the 1st Battalion serving in Burma. He retired in January, 1939. 

On the outbreak of the Second World War he was recalled from 
the Reserve and given command of the 1st Motor Training Battalion; 
in the early part of the war this Battalion was at Chisledon, Wilts., 
and later it moved to Strensall , Yorkshire. Many young officers 
passed through his hands, and had cause to be grateful for his 
personal .interest in their welfare and the kindness he always showed 
to them. 

A brother-officer writes : "The 60th , relations and a host of 
friend s mourn the passing-on of Eddy : but at the same time are 
thankful for the happiest of memories. There was a rare panache 
a bout Eddy, and unconsciously he cast a spell on all he met, whether 
in the Regiment, on the cricket field, where he excelled, or on the 
battlefields of France and Belgium, where he gained the D.S.O. 
whilst acting as Commanding Officer at an early age. 

" His men adored him . They are the best o f judges. The esteem 
was mutual. H andsome, gay and modest, in fact he played down his 
great personality, with an exceptional sense of humour, everyone 
felt the better in his presence and felt moved to sing ' For he's a 
jolly good fellow'. He had a deep sympathy and understanding 
of the other man, in fact he was a great gentleman. With his inborn 
powers of leadership, given a spark of ambi tion high rank was 
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within his grasp : but the kilt and his beloved Argyll enticed him 
away to a crofter's retirement. We will r emember him." 

A further t ribute was paid to Eddy, wh ich appeared in the 
Hampshire Chronicle : " The Green Jackets have lost a famous 
member by the death of L ieut.-Colonel E. F. Campbell. H e had 
been a most conspicuous officer of the 60th Rifles, and he was 
equally known to the Rifle Brigade. 

" Eddy Campbell was not only loved by a ll officers of the two 
Regiments, but he was also loved and respected by all ranks who 
served with him. He had great charm and a fund of commo n sense, 
and a great love for his fellow men. H e was most a musing and a 
bri lliant games p layer. What he had which others had not got, 
which made him so popular, l do not know. Perhaps it was because 
he was utterly genu ine, direct, and sane, and that he worked entirely 
for his Regiment and h is friends with no personal ambition. The 
well-known (though anonymously written) poem which starts, ' I 
shall pass through this world but once .. .' might well have been 
written of him. 1 shall hope in the fullness of time to see Eddy 
in the E lys ian Fields once again, batting or fie lding at cover-point." 

A Memorial Service was held in the Garrison Church, Winchester 
Barracks, on Wednesday, 17th Decem ber, 1958. It was a beautiful 
service and was a ttended by a large gathering of his brother-officers 
and their wives. Before the final blessing, " Last Post" and 
" Revei lle " were sounded by buglers of the I st Battalion, The 
K ing's R oyal Rifle Corps. 

The deepest sympathy of the R egiment is offered to his three 
brothers. 

- - -------

CAPTAIN AJLWARD KlNGSBY HUNTLEY WYNDHAM 

Died 3rd August, 1958. Aged 7 1 years. 

A ilward Kingsby Huntley Wyndham was educated at Brighton 
College. He joined the 5th Battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps 
(Special Reserve) in August 1914. H e served in France and Salonika 
with the 4th Battalion between 1915-1918. He was attached to the 
Duke of Cornwall' s L igh t Infant ry at the end of the war and was 
t ransferred to the Regular Army Reserve of Officers in July, 1921. 
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MAJOR ROBERT JOHN ALVEY DARWIN 

Died 23rd June, 1958. Aged 36 years. 

Bobby Darwin's tragic death in Tripoli in June as a serving 
officer in the I st Battalion, came as a great shock to a ll his friends 
of all ranks who had ser ved with him and to his many friends 
outside the Regiment. He died from injuries received from being 
run down by a civilian car when on duty with the I st Battalion. 

He was educated at Radley and was commissioned in the 
Regiment in 1942. During the war he served with the 1st Battalion 
in North Africa and Italy. Since the war, he served wi th both the 
J st and 2nd Battalions, was A.D.C. to General Si r George E rskine 
in Hong Kong, passed through the Staff College, and had completed 
one Staff Tour as a G.S.O. 2 with the Canadian Army in Edmo nton, 
Canada. H e had o nly recently rejoined the I st Ba ttalion when he 
died. 

Bobby was a true Yo rkshireman with a great love for h is nat ive 
cou1,1ty. He was a good all-round sportsman and, especially, was 
a n excell ent cricketer. His fast bowling was always to be respected ; 
sometimes, such was his Yorkshire determinat ion, it was even 
fearsome. 

His tragic and wasteful death , whi lst in his prime, has deprived 
the Regiment of a truly popular figure and, for those of us who 
were his contemporaries, of a great friend and companio n. 

The Regiment offers its deepest sympathy to his widow a nd two 
young daughters, and to his mother and sister. 

D. G. H . 
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Lr EUT. JOSEPH WILLIAM WYKEHAM CRIPPS 

Died 20th October, 1958. Aged 58 years. 

Joseph William Wykeham Cripps was the eldest of the four sons 
of Sir Frederick Cripps, o.s.o. , and the late Lady Cripps, M.B.E., 

of Ampney Park, Cirencester. 

Joe was educated at West D owns (Winchester), Eton and the 
Royal Military College, Sandhurst. He was commissioned into 
the Regiment in December 1920. He served with the I st Battalion 
in Northern Ireland and in 1922 proceeded with this battalion to 
India, where he saw service wi th them in Quetta and Rawalpindi. 
In October 1925 he was appointed A.D.C. to Lord Lytton, then 
Governor of Bengal , and in July 1928 he became A.D.C. to Sir 
Edward Crigg, Governor and Commander-in-Chief in Kenya. 
Unfortunately, Joe was at this time suffering from ill-health as a 
result of mastoid trouble ; this resulted in his retiring at the end 
of 1933. 

Joe wi ll always be remembered for his genia l personality and 
his love of his fe llow beings. His sudden a nd unexpected death came 
as a great blow to his host of friends, especially those in the County 
of Gloucester, where he was so dea rly loved and a great public 
servant. 

The Regiment extend its deepest sym pathy to his widow and 
family. 
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6837905 RIFLEMAN BERT CHALLIS, B.E.M., K.R.R.C. 

Died 3rd February, 1959. Aged 63 years. 

It is with deep regret that the news of the death of Bert Chall is 
has just been received. H e enlisted in the Regiment on the lOth 
August, 1914, a nd served through two world wars, and saw service 
in many parts of the world. He was captured whilst servi ng with the 
1st Battalion in the Western Desert in 1942. This battalion was part 
of the famous 7th Armoured Divisio n (The Desert Rats). 

When the 2nd Battalion was disbanded in November, 1957, 
Challis was olfered a j ob at the Green Jackets D epot, but in his 
typical way he replied that it was a j ob for an o ld man, and he wasn' t 
nearly o ld enough for that. He then left by choice to join the 1st 
Battalion in Tripoli. I t was from Tripoli that he had to be invalided 
home las t autumn to the H indhead Chest Hospital, but it was soon 
realised that he had not very long to live; later he was transferred 
to Queen Alexandra's Military H ospital, Mill bank, S. W. 1., where 
he died on 3rd Februa ry last. 

At the time of his death Bert Challis was the oldest living private 
soldier in the British Army. He had been a Rifleman in the Regiment 
for 44 years and 153 days. 

A Londoner from Hackney, he made the Army his life ; on his 
left breast he proudly displayed three rows of medal ribbons, 
including the British Empire Medal, which he was awarded on th e 
28th January, 1953. He was not married a nd was once heard to say, 
" l never seemed to have the time". The Regiment has lost a g rea t 
and loyal Rifleman. 

The Editors regret to report the recent deaths of :­

Major-General S. F. Mou, c.a., at the age of 86. 

Captain R. V. G. Elwes, at the age of 36. 

Obituary notices will appear in the 1959 Edition. 
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EDITOR'S NOTES 
(1) The Royal West African Frontier Force Dinner Club 

The Chairman of the above Club, General Sir Lashmer Whistler. 
G.C.B., K.B.E., o.s.o. , has asked the Editors to publish the fact that 
the Club is open to officers who have served at any time in the 
Royal West African Frontier Force. Life membership is o nl y l Of-. 

The D inner is held normally in October each year. 

Enquiries for membership should be sent to the Hon. Secretary, 
Lieut.-Colonel G. Blackburne- Kane, Bisterne, Normandy, Surrey. 

(2) Just before going to press the last of a fami ly which has 
given fine service to the Regiment finished his time with the Colours. 
Th is was Sgt.-Major Wolland who has been serving, before his 
d ischarge afte r 24 years' service, with the Queen Victoria's Rifles. 
He tells me that the service of his father, his three brothers and 
himself total s 98 years-a great record. 
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