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A MILITARY MAN AND HIS MONEY 
(and the importance of a visit to 6 Pall Mall) 

6 Pall Mall. The home of Cox 's & King's 
branch of Lloyds Bank. Official Army 
Agents for over 200 years-to the RAF 
since its formation. 

Which means widespread and prac­
tical experience of the monetary affairs 
of serving men at home or overseas. 

For instance, at 6 Pall Mall , there are 
special departments concentrating on 
insurance of all ki nds, income tax, 
stock and share work, foreign business 
and travel. 

A nd the full banking service allows 
the officer, warrant officer and senior 
N.C.O. to cash his cheques at any 
branch of Lloyds Bank without prior 
arrangement. 

All in all, our customers find (so 
they tell us) 

It's good business to go to 

LLOYDS BANK 
COX'S & KING'S BRANCH 

6 PALL MALL, S.W.1 
Telephone : WH itehall 7001 

Official Agents to the Army and 
Royal Air Force 

Members of theW R.A.C. will find 
these faci l ities equa lly valuable. 

Digitized 
by 

RCM 
Collection



G. THOMAS 
(HAIRDRESSERS LTD.) 

Ladies' and Gentlemen's 
Court Hairdresser 

11 D U KE STREET, ST. JAMES, 

LONDON, S.W.l. 

and nt 19 HIGH STREET, ETON 

EXPERT ENGLISH ASSISTANTS ONLY 
Patronised mostly by Officers of H.M. Forces 

" ROYAL YACHT" is a very exclusive Hairdress ing 

"MY AMBROSIAL SHAVING CREAM" 
is the Best for Easy Shaving 

Officers of the 60th Rifles and their Families a re cordially invited to 
the above addresses, where they will always find best attention given 

A. J. WHITE (HATTERS) lTD. 
MRS. WHlTE 

STOCKIST OF 

THE 60th RI FLES AND 

GREEN JACKETS BRIGADE 
TIES, SCARVES AND SWEATERS 

FANCY AND SPORTING T IES AND SCARVES AND 
A NEW RANGE OF PURE ITAUAN SJLK SCARVES, 
WITH HORSEY PRINTS, AN IDEAL GIFT FOR TH E 

LADY 

8 BURLINGTON GARDENS W .1 
ESTABLISHED OVER A CENT URY TEL.: REG 0582 

ii 

LOOK FOR THE SYMBOL 
ON THE PACKAGE 
Your Guarantee 
of quality and value 

NAAFI H .M. FORCES' OFFICIAL TR ADIN G ORGANISATION 

iii 
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PHOTOGRAPHER S TO WINCH ESTER COLLEGE 

Photog•·aphy 
BY 

H. W. SALMON & SON 
GILB E R T H . SALMO N 

77 HIGH STREET, WINCHESTER 
Telephone 4317 

Pot•tt•ttiture, Gt"OIIJJS, etc. 

ESTABLISHED OVE R 50 YEA RS 

I 
Buy yo ur win es a nd 

spirits through the 6oth 

R ifles W ine C lub at Chalic 
R ichards - and you will be 
helping the Regiment. 

Some members may not know 
that wines and spirits a re 
available to serving and re­
tired o ffi cers of the regiment 
at a discount and a fixed per­
centage of the turnover each 
year goes to the Ccler et 
Audax Club. 

G eoffrey ] a meson is here and 
is happy to give any help and 
advice that may be needed. 

Chalie Richards & Co. Ltd. 
r 53 New J3ond Street, London, W . r. 

iv 

• 

BY APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 
tLATniRS 

Tradition in the modern manner 

Dressing 

Gowns 

Hosiery 

Pullovers 

Gloves 

Neckwear 

40a LONDON RD .• CAMB£RLEY 
(Wednesday afternoons only) 

Tel: MAYfair 7177 

1-;srablislrcd 18] 8 

COLES LTD 
Shirt and Pyjama Makers 

131 Sloane Street, Londo n, S.W. l 
P hone: SLO 7564 

A ND 

147 K nightsbridge, London, S.W.l 
Phone: KEN 4798 KEN 8552 

Regimental Shirtmakers 

to 

THE G REEN JACKETS BRIGADE 
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BATTALIONS OF THE REGIMENT AND ALLIED UNITS 

1964 

THF BATTALION 

Q UEEN'S ROYAL RIFLES, K.R.R.C. (T .A.) 
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2ND K1 G EDWARD V II 's Ow G ooRKHA RIFLES (THE SmMOOR RI ~LES) 

ALLIED REGIME TS OF THE CANADIA ARMY 

T HE QuEE 's OwN RIFLES OF CANADA T oronto 
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Affiliated 
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M ajor-Gen. Sir Hercward Wake, Bart., c.o., c.M.G., o.s.o. 
Colonel-Commandant, 1st Battalion, 1938/1946. 

xii 

REGIMENTAL NEWS 

The Colonel Commandant 

ln response to ma ny requests General Bobbie Erskine has agreed 
to stay on as Colonel Commandant fo r an extra two years until 
August 1966, a nd the Colonel in C hief and the Wa r Office have 
agreed. 

Obituary 

The saddest news of the year was the death of Major-Gen. Sir 
Hereward Wake, Bt. , C.B. , C.M. G., o.s.o., on 4th August 1963. He 
was Colonel Commandant 1938- 1945. An obituary appears 
elsewhere. 

The Battalion 

Giles Mills took over Command from Peter C urtis on 20th March 
1963. All will know that the Battalion was sent to British Guia na 
at a few ho urs notice in Ju ne a nd stayed there un ti l January 1964 
when they returned to Roma n Barracks, Colchester, remaining in 
the Strategic Reserve. 

Shooting res ults this year at Bisley a nd elsewhere are agai n well 
up to standard . 

The Depot 

Riley Workman, 43rd and 52nd, took over command from Phil 
Pardoe in August 1963. After spending just short of three years at 
Bushfield, whi le the Barracks were in the ha nds of the builders 
bei ng moderni sed, the D epot moves back in Apri l/ May 1964. The 
Colonel Commandants of the three Green Jackets Regiments have 
agreed that the barracks, k nown in recent yea rs as Upper Barracks, 
will in future be known as Peninsula Barracks. 

Shooting results both at Bisley and in Aldershot District were 
even better than usual, creating more records. 

The Regimental Dinner 

The 1963 dinner was held at the Trocadero for the last time as the 
ba nqueting rooms are being demoli shed. The 1964 dinner wi ll be 
held at Grosvenor House on 17th June. 

The Regimental Association 

A very successful reunion was held at Davies Street in May. 
Gen. Sir Evelyn Ba rker the President having read out the telegram 
from Her Majesty T he Queen, welcomed everyone and made special 
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Chelsea Pensioners with " Bitfer" Green at the Rally 

reference to those who had come a long way. The Colonel Com­
mandant then said a few words about the Regiment. The Autumn 
reunion at Buckingham Gate in October was also well attended and 
a very pleasant evening was spent by all who went. 

In 1964 it will be fifty years since the formation of the Battalions 
of the Regiment in 1914. The Association is arranging a Sunday visit 
to the Depot and the Memorial at the end of August for the old 
contemptibles and also others who may wish to visit the newly­
modernised Barracks and the Museum. (Details from the Associa­
tion Secretary.) 

The Kenya Regiment 
It was with deep regret that we heard of the disbandment last May 

of the Kenya Regiment one of our keenest Allied Regiments. A full 
account appea rs in later pages. 

Congratulations 
Everyone was pleased to hear that a Rifleman had been appointed 

Secretary of State for War and we offer our congratulations to 
Mr. James Ramsden. After being commissioned into the Regiment 
in December 1942 he served in the 8th Battalion (Queen Victoria 
Rifles) and later in the 8th Batta lion, The Rifle Brigade, where he 
was wo unded in N.W. Europe in 1944. 

He was elected Member for the West Riding of Yorkshire (Harro­
gate Division) in 1954, and visi ted the Depot and took a passing out 
parade in May 1.962. 

2 

Recent senior promotions needing congratulations are Dick 
Vernon and Tom Acton to command Territorial Brigades and Gris 
Davies-Scourfield, to become Brigadier, Commander British Joint 
Services Training Team, Ghana. 

Hew Butler, The Rifle Brigade, comes from commanding his 
Regiment to take over from Gris as Brigade Colonel in April 1964. 

Roly Gibbs is now a Brigadier commanding The Parachute 
Brigade and as we go to press we fi nd that the 1964 New Year's 
Honours include three members of the Regiment. David House is 
awarded an O.B.E., Mr. Rodgers, the Brigade Bandmaster, an 
M.B. E. and C.fSgt. Hughes well-known among ou r Recrui ti ng team, 
a B. E. M ., all very well-earned honours. 
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APPOINTMENTS OF SERVING OFFICERS OF 

2nd GREEN JACKETS 

THE KING'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS 

Ra11k and Name Appointment Forecast 

Major-Gen. E. A. W. Williams, For War Office 
Special Com mittee 
Comd. 126 lnf. 
Bde. (T .A.) 

C. B. , C.B. E., M.C. 

Brig. T. H . Acton, C.B.E. 

Brig. H. R. W. Vernon, M.B.E. 

Col. J . H. P. C urtis, M.C. 

Lieut.-Col. P. Pardoe 

Lieut.-Col. G. H. Mills 

Major J . R. C. Radclyffe, 
M.B.E. 

Major C. A. H umphreys, 
M.C. 

T. & Bvt. Lieut.-Co l. D. G. 
Ho use, o .n.E., M. C. 

T. & Bvt. Lieut.-Col. 
E. N. W . Bra mall , M. C. 

Major The Ho n. R. M. 
Pa rker 

L./ Lieut.-Col. T. N. 
Thist lcthwayte 

Major M.P. Hills 
Major J . A. Mo lesworth­

St-Aubyn, M.B.E. 

Major M. M. Y. W. Beak 
L./ Lieut.-Co l. R. K. Guy, 

M.B.E . 
Major R. C. Nightingale 
T./ Major P.M. Welsh 

Comd. 147 lnf. 
Bde. (T.A.) 
G.S. (D.S.) Royal 
Naval College, 
Greenwich 
Fo r G.S.O. I 
( B.L.O.) Com bat 
Development 
Comd. B.A.S. 
Washington 

C.O . 2 Green Jackets 
3/63 
Bde. D epot (P.S.) I /61 

Bde. Adjt. 5/62 

C.O. 1 Green Jackets 
1/64 
G.S.O. 1 Def. For C.O. 2 Green 
R eorg. Ministry o f Jackets 3/65 
of Defence 5/63 
D.A.A. &Q.M.G. 
H.Q. 3 Commando 
Bde. 11 /63 
G.S.O. 2 (D.S.) 
Staff College 12/62 
2 Green Jackets 4/61 Retires 2/64 
2 Green Jackets 9/63 For J .S .S.C. 3i64 

to 10/64 
Att'd. Para. 3/63 
Staff College, 
Camberley 11 /63 
I I K.A.R. 
2 Green Jackets 1/64 
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Rank and Name 

Capt. M. J . Calvert 

Capt. V. F. West 
Capt. A. E. K. Karslake 

Capt. C. J. Holroyd 
Capt. A. T. R. Shelley 

Capt. J. H. McCausland 
Ca pt. C. J. Adam i 

Capt. J . Y. Keyte 
Capt. J . W. Mason 

Capt. G. P. R. C rossman 
Capt. R. C. F. Leach 
Capt. C. J. H. Gurney 

Capt. C. L. G. C. H enshaw 
Capt. P. B. Mitford-Slade 

Capt. J. R. E . Nelson 
Capt. G. B. C. H opton 
T.fCapt. P . Treneer-Michell 
Lieut. A. E. Berry 
Lieut. J . A. F. Graham-

Wigan 
Lieu t. A. S. G. Drew 

Lieut. M. H. Eustace 

Lieut. C. J . H . Bullock 
Lieut. R . M. Gamble 
Lieut. D. H. Mead 
Lieut. D. C. Gascoigne 

Appointment Forecast 

Adjt. Q.R.R. (T.A.) Retires 3/64 
10/61 
Staff College I 0/63 
Shrivenham 1/64 to 
4/66 
2 Green Jackets 11/61 
G.S.O. 3 12Jnf. 
Bde. Gp. 12/62 
2 Green Jackets J 2/61 
O.C. Jnr. Rfn.'s Coy. 
Bde. D epot 10/63 
2 Green Jackets l l /61 
Staff Capt. (A.) H .Q. 
3 D iv. Bulford 3/63 
2 Green Jackets 6/62 Retires 2/64 
2 Green Jackets 8/63 
2 Green Jackets 4/63 For Adjt. Tnf. Jnr. 

Ldrs. Bn. 
Oswestry 4/64 

Adjt. Q.R.R. 1/64 
Adj t. 2 Green Jackets 
10/62 
2 Green Jackets 10/63 
2 Green Jackets 1/64 
2 Green Jackets 3/6 1 
2/2 G.R. 6/62 
2 Green Jackets 7/62 

Oxfo rd University 
l0/61 
R.M.C.S. Shriven­
ha m 10/6 1 
2 G.R. l /63 
2 Green Jackets 8/60 
2 Green Jackets 8/60 
A.D.C. to the Gov-
ernor and C.-in-C. 
Bermuda 10/62 

For2 Green 
Jackets 7/64 
F or 2 Green 
Jackets 7/64 

Lieut. R. B. Browne-Clayton 2 Green Jackets For I nf. J nr. 
2/61 Ldrs. Bn. 1/64 

Lieut. D. E. W. Colville 2 G reen Jackets 9/63 For A.D.C. to 
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Gov.-Gen. New 
Zealand 8/64 
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Rank and Name 

Lieut. M. L. Dunning 
Lieut. R. 1-1. Ker 

Lieut. C. J . P. Miers 

Appointment Forecast 

2 Green Jackets 8/61 
Bde. Depot (P.S .) For 2 Green 
6/63 Jackets 8/64 
2 Green Jackets 1/62 For l Green 

Jackets 3/64 
Lieut. C. R. Hill 2 Green Jackets 1/62 
Lieut. D. E. Rowland-Jones 2 Green Jackets 9/62 For Depot 8/64 
Lieut. M . E. I. A. Wells 2 Green Jackets 9/63 
2/Lieut. C. B. Q. Wa llace 2 Green Jackets 1/63 
2/ Lieut. N.H. H. Adams 2 Green Jackets 9/63 
2/Lieut. M. J . C. Robertson 2 Green Jackets 9/63 
2/ Lieut. T. R. Winwood 2 G reen Jackets 9/63 
2/ Lieut. C. W. Brinkley 2 Green Jackets 1/64 
Lieut. T. P. Shaw (D .S.S.C.) Jnf. Jnr. Ldrs. Bn. R.O.D. 2/64 

2/Lieut. J. J . Pa1mer­
Tompki nson (D.S.S.C.) 

2/ Lieut. J . P. 0. Beddard 
( D.S.S.C.) 

2/Lieut. A. D. McG rigor 
(D.S .S.C.) 

2/ Lieut. S. G . M. St. Aubyn 
(D.S.S.C.) 

9/62 
2 G reen Jackets 4/62 For Depot 3/64 

R.O.D. 11/64 
J Green Jackets 7/63 For 2 Green 

Jackets Adv. Party 
1/65. R.O.D. 5/65 

2 Green Jackets 5/ 63 R.O. D. 11/65 

2 Green Jackets 8/63 R.O.D. 2/66 

Quartermasters 

Major (Q.M.) L. P. Grout 

Capt. (Q.M.) A. J . Lamb 
Capt. (Q.M.) G. E. Slater, 

M.B.E. 

Capt. (Q.M.) G. R. Shreeve 
(S.S.C.) 

Q.R.R. (T.A .) 2/60 Remains till 
R.O.D . 1965 

2 Green Jackets 4/ 61 
H .Q. Fd. Records 
B.A.O. R . 7/63 
2 G reen Jackets 7/ 60 
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THE BATTALION 

2nd GREEN J ACKETS 

THE KING'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS 

LIST OF OFFICERS- 1963 

Joined Left 
Rank and Name Battalion Battalion 

Lieut.-Col. J . H. P. Curtis, M.C. 1 Mar. 1961 20 Mar. 1963 
Lieut.-Col. G. H. Mills 21 Mar. 1963 
Bt./ Lieut.-Col. E. N. W. Bramall , 

M.C. 9 Feb. 1962 15 Mar. 1963 
Major R. S. Stewart-Wilson, M.C. 

(3 G reen Jackets) 27 Aug. 1963 
Major D. M. Stileman 1 May 1963 

(3 Green Jackets) 
Major The Hon. R. M. Parker 6 Apr. 1961 5 Nov. 1963 
Major M.P. Hills 19 Apr. 1961 
Major J . A. Molesworth St. Aubyn, 

M.B.E. 7 Sept. 1963 
Major W. S. C. Chevis 3 1 Jul. 1962 

( l Green Jackets) 
Major R. K. Guy, M.B.E. 9 Feb. 1962 28 Nov. 1963 
Major G . C . Stacey 14 Apr. 196 1 13Jul. 1963 

( 1 Green Jackets) 
Capt. C. J. H olroyd 18 Oct. 1961 
Capt. A. T. R. Shelley 23 Aug. 1961 9 Jan. 1963 
Capt. I. H. McCausland 2 Jan. 1962 
Capt. J . Y. Keyte 10 Nov. 1961 
Capt. J. W. Mason 21 Feb. 1960 30 Mar. l 963 
Capt. G. P.R. Crossman 29 Mar. 1962 
Capt. C. L. G. G. Henshaw 9 Apr. 1962 
Capt. P. B. Mitford-Siade 6 Apr. 1961 
T.JCapt. C. J. H. Gurney I Apr. 1963 
T./Capt. P. T reneer Michel 30 Mar. 1961 
Capt. (Q.M.) G. E. Slater 18 Feb. 1960 10 Jul. 1963 
Capt. (Q.M.) A. J. Lamb 19 Apr. 1961 
Lieut. J . A. F. Graham-Wigan 19 Aug. 1962 
Lieut. R. M. Gamble 22 Aug. 1960 
Lieut. D . H. Mead 22 Aug. 1960 
Lieut. D. C. Gascoigne 22 Aug. 1960 11 Oct. 1962 
Lieut. R. P. L. Knight 16 Oct. 1960 27 Mar. 1963 
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Rank and Name 

Lieut. J. R. Smithers 
Lieut. R . B. Browne-Clayton 
Lieut. D. E. W. Colville 
Lieut. M. C . Swann 
Lieut. M. L. Dunning 
Lieut. R . H . K er 
Lieut. C. J . P. Miers 
Lieut. C. R . Hill 
Lieut. (Q.M .) G. R. Shreeve 
2/Lieut. J. J . Palmer-Tomkinson 
2/ Lieut. D . E. Rowland-Jones 
2/ Lieut. J. P. 0. Bedda rd 
2/ Lieut. C. B. Q. Wallace 
2/ Lieut. A . D. McGrigo r 
2/ Lieut. N. H. H. Ada ms 
2/ Lieut. M . J. C . R obertson 
2/ Lieut. S. G . Molesworth St. Aubyn 
2/ Lieut. T. R. Winwood 

Joined 
Battalion 

18 Nov. 1960 
4 Feb. 1961 
7 Sept. 1963 

20 Mar. 1961 
26 Aug. 1961 
26 Aug. 1961 
24 Ja n. 1962 
24 Jan. 1962 
19 Jan. 1957 
30 Apr. 1962 

4 Aug. 1962 
12 Nov. 1962 
21 D ec. 1962 

6 May 1963 
7 Sept. 1963 
7 Sept. 1963 
7 Sept. 1963 
1 Oct. 1963 

Attached Officers 

MajorS. Jackson, C. F. JTT R.A.Ch.D. 26 Jul. 1962 

Left 
Battalion 

19 Dec. 1962 

19 Oct. 1962 

5 Jun . 1963 

14 Jul. 1963 

Capt. M . H. Mossop R.A.P.C. 6 M ay 1960 3 1 Dec. 1962 
Capt. W. R . Plimbley R.A.M.C. 2 Sept. 1962 
Lieut. D . P . Bassil R.A .P.C. I Jan . 1963 
Lieut. R .N. Hickling R.A.E.C. 23 Aug. 1961 31 May 1963 

ROLL OF SERGEANTS' MESS MEMBERS 
31st October 1963 

BATTA LION HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTER COMPANY 

R.S.M. 
Bandmaster 
R.Q.M.S. 
Chief Clerk 
O.R.C. 
Bugle Major 
C. S .M. H. Q. Company 
C./ Sgt. H. Q. Company 

Messing: 
Messing W.O. 
Cook Sgt. 

W.O. I 
W.O. I 
W.O. If 
C./ Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 
W .O.li 
Sgt. 

T. B. Fowley 
S. K. Swanwick 
B. Rimmer 
R. Bea rden 
W. Sa ndover 
C. Green 
P. J. B. Cutts 
R. Squirrel 

W .O. II B. Williams A. C.C. 
Sgt. J. Bushby 
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M.T.: 

M .T. C./Sgt. 
M.T. Sgt. 
Tech. Sgt. 
Fitter Sgt. 

Signals: 

Sigs. Sgt. 
Radio Sgt. 

Pay Office: 

S.fSgt. 
Sgt . 

Q.M. 's Dept.: 

Families Sgt. 
Battalion Armourer 
Pioneer Sgt. 
Accommodation Sgt. 
G 1098 Sgt. 

Band: 

Band C.fSgt. 
Band Sgt. 
Band Sgt. 
Provost Sgt. 
Officers' Mess C. fSgt. 
Medical Sgt. 

C. S.M. 
C. fSgt. 
Platoon Sgts. 

C. S.M. 
W.T. W.O. 
C./ Sgt. 
A.P.T.C. Instr. 

C./Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 

Sgt. 
Sgt. 

S. /Sgt. 
Sgt. 

Sgt. 
S./Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 

N . Woodcock 
E. Chuard 
J. Wood 
A Buckingham (R .E.M .E.) 

L. Stevenson 
K. Wa llace 

R. C. Freeborn (R.A .P.C.) 
B. Cornwall (R.A.P.C.) 

C. O wen 
G. Tuttiett (R.E.M.E.) 
B. Wells 
R. Alsop 
T . C lark 

C./Sgt. A. Barker 
Sgt. D. White 
Sgt. G. Washington 
Sgt. A. Hayden 
C./Sgt. M. E . L. Tidmarsh 
Sgt. J . Barwick 

'A' COMPANY 

W.O. II F. Smith, B.E.M. 

C./ Sgt. D. Bai rd 
Sgt. J. Copping 
Sgt. R . Fry 
Sgt. R. Jenkins 
Sgt. A. Mark 
Sgt. P . Po pe 
Sgt. K. Granby 

'B ' COM PANY 

W.O. II E. Eves 
W.O. TT G. Rimmer 
C./ Sgt. F. Lerwill 
Sgt. 

1nstr. M. Lugg (A.P.T.C.) 
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Reece Pl. 
Assault Pnr. Sgt . 

C.S.M. 
C. fSgt. 
Platoon Sgts. 

C. S.M. 
C. fSgt. 
Platoon Sgts. 

'C' 

'D ' 

Sgt. R. Taylor 
Sgt. S. Horsley 

COM PANY 
W.O. II S. Skinner 
C.fSgt. R. Mason 
Sgt. R. Smith 
Sgt. J . Ega n 
Sgt. T. Lloyd 
Sgt. B. Wigger 

COM PANY 
W.O. II F. Williams 
C./Sgt. E. Harper 
Sgt. J. Baker 
Sgt. P. Batey 
Sgt. D . Yeatman 
Sgt. D. Wells 
Sgt. J. Gazzin i 

In the last edition of the Chronicle we forecast a busy and interesting 
year for the Batta lion, and we have certainl y not been disappointed 
in this. As part of the U ni ted Kingdom Strategic Reserve we went 
on a month-long exercise in Libya in January, and then in July were 
moved operationally to British Guiana. It is there that this contribu­
tion to the Chronicle is being written. 

Soon after our return from J 9 Brigade exercises in the Stanfo rd 
Training area in October 1962, the then Secretary of Sta te for War, 
the Right Honourable John Profumo, M.P. visited us to open 
officially our new barracks. It will be remembered that we took over 
Roman Barracks at Colchester di rect from the builders in Jul y. 
The Secretary of State inspected a Guard of H onour, presented 
Long Service and Good Conduct medals to W.O. II G. Rimmer 
and C.fSgt. R. Jackson, and then toured the barracks. He ended his 
tour in the cookhouse while the mid-day meal was being served, 
and, in front of the whole Battalion, presented our last National 
Servicema n, who was leaving the next day, with a suitably inscribed 
tankard. 

November was taken up with shooting the non central practices, 
running N.C.O. and specialist courses and doing the initial planning 
for our next exercise which was to be in the North African desert 
in January and February. There was much to a rrange before a whole 
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battalion group with its vehicles and weapons co uld take off in 
Britannias and Beverley aircraft, and set up camp for a month in the 
desert. Every single item we needed would have either to be taken 
with us by air or drawn from the stockpi le in Cyprus. The fi rst thing 
to do was to send off a small reconnaissance party, consisting of our 
second in command, Lt.-Col. Dwin Bramall, the Q.M. , Capt. 
George Slater, and Capt. Guy Crossman as L.O. to the locals. 
They flew to Malta and Libya to find out exactly what was required. 
Luckily we know the area well from the time the Battalion was in 
Derna and it didn 't take too long to draw up a list of what was 
needed. 

On the return of the reconnaissance party to Co lchester, detailed 
planning got under way. Throughout December companies wrestled 
with freight lists, load manifests and all that is necessa ry for an air 
move. Vehicles had to be packed very carefully in accordance with 
stringent safety regulations, and had to be fully laden to a precise 
weight before the R.A. F. would fly them. 

All this preparation alone would have been sufficie nt to keep us 
busy pa rticularly wi th Christmas leave intervening; but there were 
other things going on as well. In particular there was the Annual 
Administrative Inspection which always provides some interesting 
moments, but we managed to get by with fl yi ng colours. 

By the time Christmas leave came we had broken the back of the 
planning and most people got away for a fortnight's well-earned 
holiday. 

On our return from leave we immediately sent off a party to 
Cyprus under the Q.M. and M.T.O. to collect our heavy equipment 
and load-carrying vehicles and bring them by landing craft to 
Tobruk. 

The remainder of us rechecked aircraft manifests a nd weights of 
vehicles and, armed with shovels to clear our route of snow if 
necessary, moved in small parties to R.A. F. Lyneham. 

Exercise ''Sandstorm'' 

The exercise was not inaptly named. The weather both in England 
a nd Libya dominated our thoughts from beginning to end . Indeed, 
due to the worst winter for years, it was to uch and go as to whether 
we would get off the ground from Lyneham at all. In the event, 
thanks to a lot of shovelling of snow and the li beral use of de-icing 
flu id on the aircraft by the R.A .F., the whole group got away at 
times and dates which bore an approximate resem blance to the 
schedule. 

It was a considerable party. Besides the Battali on, we had under 
command N Battery (Eagle Troop) wi th their new 105 m.m. guns, 
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Who laughs loudest? Cpl. Orme's first introduction to desert transport. L/Cpl. Miller is 
not willing to pay the fare. 

No. 1 T roop, 3 I ndependent Field Squadron R.E. , and administra­
tive detachments from 19 Infantry Brigade. A tota l of 736 all ranks 
and 57 Land rovers, 40 of which towed tra ilers. 

The leading troops landed at El Adem on 15th Jan ua ry and during 
the next seven days the R.A.F. Comets, Brita nnias a nd Beverleys 
p lied to and fro bringing in the "chalks" in carefully a llotted order 
of priority. M eanwhile the advance party had found a ship waiting 
in Tobruk with the Q.M. , Capt. George Slater, on board, together 
with a further :fifty vehicles and tentage drawn from Cyprus. 

The a rea of Gaza la, forty miles west of Tobruk, had been selected 
for the Battalion camp and there the C.O. and Q. M. between them 
chose a patch of gravel desert overlooki ng the sea. The old desert 
hands will remember that Gazala l ies a t the Northern end of the 
famous Gazala Lane. It was blowing on our a rri val a nd cont inued 
to do so for the next fortnight. The dust blew when it was dry; 
when the dust was not blowing it rained. At night the temperature 
d ropped to nearly zero, and, on occasions ice even formed on 
bivouacs a nd windscreens. But it was still better than England. 

During the first week the companies, Battery and Troop were off 
in the desert learning the arts of navigation a nd leaguering, or fir ing 
their weapons at R as-el-Tin . The old war minefields prevented the 
budding navigators from becoming too casual but in fact caused no 
trouble. The only accident to mar this phase was one involving a 
three-tonner a nd a Landrover which managed to collide on the open 
coast road. Fortunately no one was ki lled but ou r he licopter rescue 
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organization was called in to action to take the R.E. troop com­
ma nder to hospi ta l in Benghazi. 

The main part of the exercise lasted a week a nd took the whole 
group on a round t rip of so me 300 miles from Gazala-Tmi mi­
Mechili-Charruba to Derna a nd thence back by the coast road to the 
camp. 

There were ma ny high-lights, the fi rst of which was an attack o n 
M echili . Advancing westwards in open formation the O.P .s made 
contact j ust befo re last light. The enemy consisted of a company of 
the Devon and Dorset Regiment from Benghazi, and the platoon 
of Queen's Royal Rifles "Ever Readies" under Captain Dominic 
Bedda rd which had been flown to its position by helicopters. The 
Batta lion attacked at dawn with the rising sun blinding the defenders. 
Wi th the help of a closely pressed attack by Hunter a ircra ft of the 
R .A.F. guided onto their target by Lt. Alastair Graha m-Wigan, 
'C' a nd ' D' Coys. sk irmished forwa rd a nd captured the feature 
overlooking Mechili. 

The G roup then pushed westwa rds for two days across very rough 
country a nd numerous sma ll wadis. The recovery tea m under Lt. 
George Shreeve were at times several miles behind the column 
repairing broken t ra ilers and springs, a nd did a magnificent job. 
The Ba ttalion Group concentra ted at Charruba fo r massed field 
firin g. Many happy hours and large qua ntities of a mmunition were 
spent on li ve firing a ll the weapons. The guns, a nd four a nti-ta nk 
guns, fired many times their no rmal a nnual a llocation of ammuniti on. 
The fi nal ba ng, a n improvised demonstra tion by the guns, mortars 
a nd 'A ' a nd ' C ' Coys. was m ost impressive, including as it did a 
" dry" a ttack by eight Hunters who appeared with a mazing precision 
at exactly the right moment (again thanks to Alas ta ir) and gave us a 
really thrill ing demonstration of low flying. A conversation on the 
radio duri ng this fi nal battle remains an amusi ng memory: Lt.-Col. 
Dwin Bramall speaking to 'C' Coy. : " I want bags of panache a nd 
elan during this fin a l assault". C.S.M. Skinner, a fter a pregnant 
pa use," ( don' t know what that means, but if you wa nt lots o f ba ngs, 
you' ll get them." 

And so northwards through the hills of the Jebel Akdha r to 
Derna for a day's rest on the po lo ground at "5-mile bo ttom", well 
remembered by ma ny of the o ld Derna hands. Here we had two 
warm days a nd a number of the more hardy disappeared towards the 
sea . 

Lt.-Col. Dwin Bra ma ll comma nded the next phase, which was a 
two-day guerilla hunt in the area of the "Castle' 1

, a precipitous 
peak which the Batta lion last assaul ted in 1957. This time 'C' a nd 
' D ' Coys. took it fronta lly a t night while 'A ' Coy. hopped over in 
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helico pters at dawn to cut o ff the ba ndits retreat. During the 
exercise Gen. Sir Robert Bray, C.-i n-C. Southern Comma nd paid a 
visit to the Batta lion and spent the night a t the house of Mr. Sidney 
Haselden, the Ma nager of Ba rclays Ba nk, Derna. Sidney is retiring 
this year so this was to be the last of the ma ny k indnesses he has done 
for the Regiment. 

And so back to our camp, at Gazala, but not without incident. 
Heavy rains li terally flushed us from our camp at Derna a nd the 
wadis were soon runn ing ha rd. One such wadi effectively cut Col. 
Peter's communications between a duck ma rsh a nd the main road ; 
o nl y the most strenuous exertions by the Assaul t Pioneer platoon 
succeeded in getting him a nd his La ndrover back to hard goin g. 
' D ' Coy. at the rear found a hundred yards of water swirling across 
the road near Tmimi , John H olroyd proved the depth when a ll but 
the top of his Landrover disappeared in mid-stream. H e was fo und 
by his rescuers sitti ng on the top of the vehicle drinking whisky 
and pro testing bi tte rly that none of his three compa nions co uld play 
bridge. Several volunteer " pushers" got swept away and had to swim 
fo r it. At a bout midnight a Scammel arrived from camp to see if it 
could help. It plunged into the fl ood and when its headlights d is­
a ppeared under water the anxious watchers feared the worst. How­
ever it emerged shedding water like a Hippo, a door opened a nd 
Majo r R obin Parker appea red with bottles of rum in one hand a nd 
whisky in the o ther. After a generous issue a ll round , ' D ' Coy. 
decided they did not want to be rescued after a ll a nd settled down to 
await the dawn a nd the subsiding water ! 

The last few days were spent in vario us ente rpri ses mostly in search 
of a musement. Reports a nd rumours (from anxio us R .A.F. P olice) 
indicated that some had gone as fa r as Siwa Oasis. Others in search 
of souvenirs contented themselves with a foray in Tobruk a nd Derna 
suks. At this time too Capt. Caro l Gurney's exped ition fro m Kenya 
together wi th Capt. Guy Crossman's party arrived suddenly in our 
midst : their faces loo ked appropriately weather-beaten a nd their 
vehicles impressively clogged with sand. We returned in mid- February 
as we had come, by plane via El Adem, and Lyneha m, where it was still 
snowing! Even our return journey had its hazards. The first cha lk 
a nd Robin Parker fo und themselves diverted to Scotla nd, another 
to Anglesey, a nd Dwin Bram all overshot the runway at Lyneham 
a nd nearly ended up on the ma in road. George Sla ter packed the 
tents a nd a vast array of camp sto res onto his trucks, embarked them 
at Tobruk a nd sailed away to Cyprus where in a miraculo us way he 
managed to d ispose of the whole lot without a nyone getti ng a bill. 

It had been a lot of hard work, good experience and great fu n fo r 
a ll who took pa rt. It was the end of a round of tra ining which had 
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qualified the Battali on for its place in the Strategic Reserve, yet only 
the forerunner of bigger exercises to come. A return to old haunts 
for some and the first time overseas for many. Three short weeks in 
which to pack the lesso ns we took months to learn during the years 
o f desert warfare. But in case a ny o ld desert hands arc reading this 
story, they can rest assured that given a truck, three days rations and 
a brew can, the Ri fleman is just as happy in the desert as ever he was. 

~arch-June 1963 
On return from the exercise a lot of hard work was put in by all 

ra nks in clea ning up and sorting out the equipment. It is extra­
o rdinary to see where sand can get to . The Compa nies moved o n to 
the ranges and completed classification and P.E. tests, a nd during thi s 
fairly stable period for Companies the Battalion saw severa l changes 
in the higher ranks. fn March Lt.-Col. P eter Curtis, who had 
com ma nded the Battalion fo r two years, was succeeded by Lt.-Col. 
Giles Mills, and Lt.-Col. Dwin Bramall handed over second in 
command to Major Robin Parker. It was very sad to see the direct 
Curtis connection broken with the Regiment after a ll these years, 
but his Battalion saw Co l. Peter off in fine style. During March and 
April the Battalion were again the Spearhead Batta lion, but sti ll 
found time to take part in various small and large exercises. The 
M.T.O., Capt. George Shreeve, and Signals Officer Capt. Patrick 
Mitford-Siade spent a very wet week on Salisbury Plain on a large 
signals and air resupply exercise, where the Buglers learnt to receive 
supplies by helicopter and parachute. Lt. Christopher Miers took 
his platoon to Dartmoor for an equally cold and wet exercise. All 
Companies spent some time learning the intricacies and dangers of 
training with helicopters. 'C' Company spent Easter week-end 
helping to t rain the K.R.R.C. Cadets. 

Salisbury Pla in is an area which some Regiments know backwards, 
but oddly enough very few of us had ever trained there before. So a 
week's platoon and company training in M ay was not as dull as it 
may appear. Some very va lua ble basic training was achieved, 
including the first experience of infantry/ tank co-operation in open 
country for anyone with Jess than five years experience. During the 
hours of darkness a ll platoons m oved to secret hides, stragglers or 
idle sentries losing "scalps" if stalked and captured. The Com­
ma nding Officer found the resulting tie between the two platoons with 
the most "scalps" very expensive on beer. 

A much appreciated demonstration was given at Sa ndhurst earl y 
in May by the Reconnaissance Platoon and Support Platoons. 
The memory of an intentional "short" with a sand-filled mortar 
bomb, and the consequential sight of every spectator from seni or 
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officers to jun io r cadets nat on their faces in the mud , wi ll be with us 
for many years! 

Gen. John M ogg as a fellow R ifleman was however let into the 
secret and saved his Sam Brown. 

The second ha lf of May was spent on vario us types of Adventure 
Tra ining. The ai m o f this train ing was to develop the fitness, self-

• reliance and initiative of the Ri flemen, by making them do much o f 
the wor k a nd organisatio n no rma lly done for them by the Officers 
a nd N.C.O.s. 'C' Co mpany went to Snowdonia. 2/ Lieut. Jo hn 
Beddard a nd seven men of 'A' Company crossed to France and 
canoed down the River Seine. Sgt. Copping and another 'A' 
Company expedition bicycled to Caen. Lieut. Robin Gamble took 
some of his platoon climbing in Skye. ' D' Company sent four pa rties 
o n a battle field tour (Waterloo, Zeebrugge, Ca lais a nd Arnhem). 
The remainder of 'A' a nd 'D' Coys. went up to Otterburn in North­
umberla nd. 

Gen. Erskine, o ur Colonel Commandant paid us a welcome visit 
during the preparatio ns fo r the Adventure T rai ning, a nd listened to 
so me of the briefings. fn a short two days he succeeded in meeting a 
vast number of the Battalion, and we were a ll very pleased to see him 
agai n in such splendid fo rm. 

Move to British Guiana 
On Wednesday 3rd July, the Commanding Officer went to a 

co nference on adm inist ration in British Guiana at Southern Com­
mand. The opinio n o f Command a nd H.Q. 3 Divisio n was that a 
move was most un likely. Inevitably after such prophesies the order 
to move came at 7.45 that eveni ng- a tactless time as it interrupted 
the final instalment of 'Z Cars'. The Comma nding Officer, still o n 
h is t rain jou rney back from Southern Command, was almost the last 
to know. T he rush then really started. The Battal io n Advance 
Pa rty and 'D' Company were the fi rst to go. The married men and 
those living in the town had to be cal led back into ba rracks. Kit had 
to be packed, boxes sealed, passenger manifests made o ut. Six hours 
after the warning came, 120 men and 5 tons of freight left barracks. 
T his was a very creditable effo rt, consideri ng we were at 24 ho urs' 
notice to fly and would not no rmally expect to leave barracks unti l 
15 ho urs after the warning. 

Two of the th ree Britannia a ircraft of R.A.F. Transport Co mma nd 
took off from Lyneham on time at mid-day o n 4th July. As usual 
however, Lt.-Col. G iles M ills, who has a reputation for "breaking" 
the C.I. G.S.'s' planes was the Jo na h o f the party. Seven times the 
passengers went to various ai rcra ft, but seven t imes these broke down 
a nd they returned to the departure lo unge. Eventua ll y, o n the eighth 
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attempt, they left 24 ho urs late. On the sixth attempt a brusque 
R.A.F. Movements Officer congratu lated the party o n the speed 
with which they entered the aircraft ; he looked pained when he was 
pro mptly put in his place by S.Q.M.S. Wil liams with the rema rk, 
" Well, practice makes perfect, doesn't it ?" The remainder of the 
Battalio n moved on Saturday, 6th July. The o rder came th ro ugh at 
8 a.m. and 'C' Company left in the middle of the morn ing. The 
S is ley Team were promptly recalled in the middle of the last practice 
for the Army Hundred, a nd , havi ng missed summer leave, o nly 
just managed to pack their kit befo re being whipped down to 
Lyneha m to catch the last aircraft. How brillia ntl y they had done 
wi ll be seen elsewhere. 

By Monday mid-day 450 men of the Battalion a nd all their kit, 
less o ne freight aircraft stranded at Bermuda, were concentra ted in 
British Guiana. 

British Guiana 
On our arrival the situation was that the 11-week-old general 

strike was just ending ; racia l tension, between Africans and East 
Tndians, generated partly by the strike, was reaching dangero us 
pro portions; the po lice, who had done sterling work, had been at 
full stretch for the previous 11 weeks a nd were getting extremely 
tired. The 1st Bn. The Coldstream Guards, were just completing 
a nine-mon th to ur a nd were in the process o f handing over to 2nd 
Bn. Grenadier Guards. 

Lieut. Christopher Miers briefs a patrol from 'C' Compuny. Eu~t Coas11 Demerara. 

While the G renadier Guards moved into Atkinson Field and 
looked afte r the security of Georgetown, the Batta lio n was deployed 

20 

in the coastal d istricts. The object was to provide much needed 
support to the po lice a nd to prevent racia l animosity fro m getting 
o ut of ha nd . Th is was achieved by an intensive patroll ing pro­
gramme p lanned in conjunction with the police. It was rema rkably 
successfu l, for, within about two weeks o f o ur a rrival, life had almost 
returned to no rmal. 

Initially the Batta lio n was deployed as follows : 
Bn . H.Q.: Georgetown. 
H.Q. Company: Georgetown. 
'C' Company: Georgetown, with o ne platoon at Berbice, 

75 mi les so uth-east of Geo rgetown, across 
Berbice River. 

'A' Co mpa ny: West Coast, about 20 miles fro m Georgetown 
across Demerara River. 

' D' Company: East Coast, abo ut 15 miles cast o f Georgetown. 
These di spositions were cha nged round at intervals· to give com­

pa nies a change, a nd a chance to wa lk out in Geo rgetown. 
In some ways this was the least disagreeable of I.S. Situations. 

All the inha bita nts, both African and East India n, were very fr iendly 
and appea red delighted to see the army. Crowds d ispersed as soon 
as we a rrived and did not have to be broken up. An endless supply 
of confidential information was whispered in o ne's ear, usua lly with 
the object of getting some unpopular neigh bo ur's ho use searched ; 
mo ney lenders, pawnbrokers and tax collecto rs seemed high on 
everybody's list! 

The Assault Pioneer Platoon repairing the landing stage at Tacama. 
Rfn. Coyne, Cpl. Fendyke and Sgt. Horsley. 

However, a great dea l o f patrolling at a ll times was needed to keep 
the peace, beca use the Africans and East fndia ns li ve cheek by jowl 
and it is impossible to keep the races apart. T he coastal districts are 
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c riss-crossed by canal s; the only way of getting a bout, even on foot, 
is by road. There is but one road. The houses are a ll built a lo ng 
this road, like ribbon-develo pment gone mad. T o get to work or to 
school a nu mber o f o ne race might we ll pass thro ugh a part of the 
village belonging to the other race, and so you had a potential tro uble 
spot. Another frequent cause of trouble is t he cutlass. These are 
razor sharp instruments used for cutting sugar cane, grass, bananas, 
etc. and are carried by everyone. (They a re made in Birmingham, 
much to the chagrin of those who have bought them as souvenirs.) 
Even in nor mal times, they are used to emphasise po ints in conversa­
tion, so that the ratio of a ll extremities is lower here than in most 
parts of the world. When we a rri ved a lot o f the inhabita nts of the 
country districts were very very frightened, and would not move 
anywhere unless they were escorted. By the constant showing of 
o ur military presence, the atmosphere of fear gradually d iminished. 
In addition to many patrols, the company commanders, Major 
David Sti leman in particular, spoke eloquently to the village elders 
o n the need for racial peace. These talks were found to be very 
popular a nd certain ly had a calmi ng effect. 

I I Platoon ·c· Company. 

The living conditions of the companies o utside Georgetown, 
a lthough cramped , were very reaso nable. Platoons were separated 
from com pany headquarters and each lived in a house on separate 

22 

sugar estates. This was necessary as no estate had eno ugh accom­
modation for a whole company; and a lso by this means ou r presence 
was felt over a la rger area. Each company had a swimming pool in 
its a rea and m ost of the houses had refrigerators. One even had air 
conditioning. Most of the estates had clubs which we were allowed 
to use. This was a great boon, as everyone was confined to the estate 
area and was not allowed into the villages except on duty. All the 
estate managers and staffs went out of their way to be extraord inary 
helpful and co-operative. 

All those in Georgetown lived in some of the classrooms of 
Queen 's College, one of the largest wooden buildings in the c ity. 
This was nothing l ike as comfortable as the estates, but had the 
advantage that o ne could shop, eat out, and go to the pictures. 

Both in the country and in the town, the police, under their 
splendid commissioner, Mr. Peter Owen, gave a ll possible advice and 
assistance in return for o ur efforts. 

The weather in Bri tish Guia na changes li ttle thoughout the year. 
D ay and night the temperature o nly varies between 75- 87 degrees. 
The rainfall is heavy by English sta ndards, ·usually in the form of 
heavy thundersto rms. Except in the a utumn, when it is drier, there 
are about 10 inches of rainfall a month. The coast is gene ra lly 
drier and s unnier than inland as the breezes tend to keep the clouds 
concentrated over the land mass. 1t is not an unpleasant climate 
when one is acclimatized, but hard physical labour is fairly exhaust­
ing, and water and salt are very often in demand. I t was a tribute to 
the fitness of the Battalion that Riflemen could stand the long 
grilling patrols in the sun without any t ime to acclimatize. 

The Lessening of Tension 

Towards the end of J uly life quietened down and ou r operational 
commitments grew less. We were able to start thinking about 
training, a nd in particular about getting as many as possible into the 
hinterland to see the count ry. 

A Junior N.C.O.s cadre, under Capt. Gurney disappeared up the 
Berbice River to Tacama, a local volunteer Force camp in an in­
access ible a rea about 150 m iles from Georgetown. H ere there is a 
rolling plateau, t he savannah, interspersed with patches of ju ngle, 
where one ca n d o all forms of training, including field firing, in a ny 
d irection. So me of the Cad re instructors went out one morning with 
the S.L.R.s to try a nd improve their rati o ns. It is reported with 
regret that o ne of our noted Bisley shots took eight rounds a t com­
parative sho rt range to bring down a bird that was sitting with com­
plete unconcern up a tree. 
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R econnaissance Platoon crosses Esscquibo river by baluta boal raft on Lethern Trail 
expedition. 

Other parties went in different directions. Lieut. David Mead 
took a party of 'C' Company 75 miles up the Mahaieony River in a 
boat to visit a mission settlement. Capt. Jeremy Keyte and Lieut. 
Michael Dunning took parties of 'A' Company to Leguan Island 
(in the Esseq uibo River), and up the north Essequibo coast, respec­
tively; stewed iguana was eaten on the ferry. 2/ Lieut. Andrew 
McGrigor took a small patro l to show the flag at Matthews Ridge, 
a mining village nea r the Venezuelan border. There were numerous 
other day trip5 up rivers, or around the sugar factories. But the 
most impressive thing that any of us have yet seen has been the 
Kaieteur Falls. These are truly magnificent. Imagine a river the 
size of the Upper Thames fa ll ing down a sheer drop of 74 1 feet 
(twice the height of the Victoria Fal ls) and it wi ll give you some idea 
of the sight. Parties from both 'A' and 'D' Companies made the 
week's overland trip by ferry, road, smal l boat and foot. 'A' Com­
pany's expedition is reported elsewhere in this Chronicle. In add ition 
to the mainland route you can also fly there by amphibian , la nding 
on the river above the fal ls. Two parties from the Battal ion H .Q. 
made this trip, and as usual, the Commanding Officer's party nearly 
met with disaster. Proceeding at ever faster pace in a leaking canoe 
towards "a picn ic spot at the top of the falls", their Amerindian 
guide was heard impassively to remark when 50 yards from the 
edge, "Oh, Oh, OH !- too much water! " " Warren Hastings" drill 
by the Adjutant and Intell igence Officer grappled the boat to the 
bushes, a vast green spider was ejected, the Command ing Officer's 
kit recovered from the water, and the rate of regimental promotion, 
which had looked like accelerating, returned to normal. 
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Land R overs of the Reconnaissance l'lntoon with Rfn. Paton. Rfn . Coyne and Cpl. O'Hara 
attached from the Assault Pioneers. 

.I n early September the 2nd Bn. Grenadier Gua rds took over our 
out-stations along the coast, a nd except for a small administra tive 
organisation, left the Atkinson Field camp for us. By the beginning 
of September we were together again as a Battalion at Atk inson 
which is 27 miles up the River Demerara from Georgetown. W~ 
sent one platoon on detachment to the bauxi te mining town of 
Mackenzie, a further 40 mi les upstream from Atkinson and this 
detachment is now relieved by successive companies each fortnight. 

Atkinson Field 

The ca mp and airfield were bui lt by the Americans du ring the last 
war, and a small "caretaker" party of Americans st ill remains. The 
airfi~ld is the on ly internationa l airfield in the cou ntry, and many of 
the l1ghter sleepers now have some sympathy with the residents of 
London Airport. 

Training 

_While Headqua rter Company was invol ved wi th these problems, 
Rd'le Compan ies bega n an intensive train ing programme. First we 
concentrated on perfectin g our .Internal Security drills and the 
climax of this phase was a Brigade exercise " Royal Windsor", 
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which took p lace one night in the middle of Georgetown. Q ueen's 
College was again used for the Battal io n Heaquarte rs and a con­
centra tio n area, and from th is base companies were required to m ove 
in to the town to disperse rio ts, set up cont ro l po ints a nd road blocks, 
and organise snap cordo ns a ro und ho uses or a reas. The people o f 
Georgetown were much impressed by the speed and efficiency of the 
Batta lio n, a nd the exercise was undoubtedly a success. 

The next phase of trai ning was in the jungle, where very few of us 
had had a ny experience. The country so uth of Atk inson Field has 
some large areas of dry scrub j ungle, which become more tro pical 
in the vicinity of the ma ny peat-stained creeks. H ere Major D avid 
Stilema n, who has had considerable experience of the jungle in bo th 
Kenya a nd Ma laya wi th the Rifle Brigade, led the way, a nd, with 
infinite patience taught the jungle drills to the senior ranks o f each 
company. Each com pany in turn, after prelimina ry tra ining, which 
incl uded firing on the excellent j ungle range constructed by L ieut. 
R obin Gamble, then co mple ted a five-day exercise in the jungle. 
Silent signals or whispers are the only fo rm of communication 
allowed, a nd it is wonderfully peaceful to have complete silence, 
only bro ken by the squark of a parrot , or the thump of a collapsing 
ha mmock, fo r a whole five days. 

The Constitutional Conferences 

The Conference to endeavour to solve the poli tical p roblems of 
British Guiana met in Londo n on 22nd October, a ttended by the 
Colonial Secretary, Mr. Dunca n Sa ndys, and representatives o f a ll 
the po litical pa rties. When the future o f British Guiana is a t sta ke, 
there is a lways the possibili ty o f reacti on in the country itself. To 
insure against any disorder, the Batta lio n concentrated agai n during 
October on the Internal Security Drills. In ter-battalion rivalry was 
enco uraged by Brigade Headqua rters by well organised £nter­
Company Competitio ns. Both ' C' aod 'D ' Companies succeeded in 
defeating thei r opposite num bers in the Grenadier G ua rds, a nd 'A' 
Company are still busy preparing for their competitio n. P la toons 
are req uired to disperse riots, set up control points and road blocks, 
a nd a re provin g themselves very efficient. At the time of wri ting this 
account, the resul t of the Co nstitutiona l Conferences is still un­
decided , and a ll remains q uiet in the colony. 

The Future 

With o n ly about three months to go before o ur return to England 
in Ja nua ry 1964, o ur tho ughts are a lready o n o ur welco me at home, 
and what 1964 has to offer. We shall have one year based in Col­
chester, and then the Batta li on is to be posted to Malaya in Ja nuary 
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1965 to relieve the J st G reen Jackets. This, as o ur .fi rst posting to the 
Far East since the war, is eagerly looked forward to. 

OFFICER CHANGES 
T here have been many changes amongst the Officers over the past 

year, as well as those a lready mentio ned. Tn September Major Ralph 
Stewart-Wilson of the Rifle Brigade, a rri ved to take over Second-in­
Com ma nd from Major Robin Parker. R obin goes to be D.A.A. 
and Q .M .G. to the Co mmando Brigade in Sin gapo re after 2! yea rs 
with the Battalion. The Batta lio n's efficient move to British Guiana 
was entirely d ue to him. Ralph Stewart-Wilson is only with us fo r 
a very sho rt t ime befo re going to command l st Staffords in February 
1964. Major D avid Stileman, R ifle Brigade. arrived from a Staff 
a ppoi ntment in May and took over 'A' Company. Major " Mole" 
St. Aubyn joined us in September o n arrival back from Singapo re 
a nd took over 'D' Com pany from Major Roly Guy. Ro ly goes to 
the Staff College as a n instructor in November, and he and Deidre 
will be a sad loss to t he Batta lio n. ]n May Capt. Patrick M itford 
Slade took over as Adj utant from Captain Jan McCausland to give 
the la tter a cha nce to take the Staff Promo tion examinat io n under 
peaceful conditions. 

WARRANT OFFICERS' & SERGEANTS' MESS 
Mess life has been less hectic since o ur r eturn to E ngland , freq uent 

Exercises, the lure o f the evil eye (T.V.), dista nce of quarters from 
barracks a nd shocking weather has made even the hardiest- and the 
thirstiest- remain by the fire side. 

Nevertheless, o n at least o ne Saturday a fortnight a mess social 
has been held when 25- 30 members and their wives have rolled up to 
enjoy themselves. A very successfu l Christmas D raw was held and 
perhaps it isn't entirely true that the evening was spoiled when the 
R.S.M. won the star prize, a 16 gns. t ra nsistor rad io. 

Afte r o ur t ra ining in North Africa in Ja nuary, mid-February 
saw us back in E ngla nd a nd making desperate efforts to find a ha ll 
to hold the Ladysmith Ball. Our new barracks does not boast a 
gymnasium o r a ny room suita ble, to hold a la rge functio n. Even­
tua lly o n 20th April we got the use of a recently renovated and re­
decorated gym in the hu tted camp next door to us. The ball com­
mittee, under C.S.M. Sk inner, tra nsformed the place beyond recog­
nition, a nd it was a great success. Our thanks to the many friends 
who came from as fa r away as Winchester a nd Oxford. 

O ur fi rst two months in Bri tish G uiana saw a well spl it Sergeants' 
Mess, as the Battalion was spread in small detachments along the 
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coast. At the end of August the Mess moved with the remainder 
of the Battalion to Atkinson Field , and took over the two buildings 
previously occupied by the Grenadier Guards' Sergea nts' Mess. 
One of these is living accomm odation , and the other the ante- and 
dini ng-rooms, and kitchen. 

A pleasa nt " piazza" wi th palm trees and garden furniture is being 
constructed outside the mess. 

The membership of the mess is 78 made up of 42 60th and a 
detachment of the 2nd Bn. Grenadier Guards, plus some R.E.M. E., 
R.A.O.C. and R.A.S.C. 

A social is held every Thursday night when English civilian couples 
on contract work, and local officials such as the air traffic controller, 
Esso manager, etc., are invited in. Some tombola, horse racing, a 
little dancing, plus a ded icated effort to quench the constant thirst 
in a country where the temperature rarely drops below 80 deg. We 
are all a little sad that we shall not be home for Christmas; however, 
everyone is in good spirits and eagerly looking forward to January 
when we shall be homeward bound . 

CORPORALS' CLUB 
The Corporals' Club at Colchester was well established by 

Christmas 1962 due to a great deal of hard work by many of the 
senior Corporals, a portable bar kind ly provided by the loca l wine 
merchant, and new furniture. ln particular the new bar and darts 
room were a great success and the envy of many of our neighbouring 
units. 

N ow that the Battalion is concen trated at Atkinson Field, the 
Corporals have a small club where they can relax when off duty. 
This room is really an annexe of the N.A.A. F. l. , and although rather 
small , and by no means ideal, it does have the advantage of the 
N.A.A.F. I. services which were lacki ng in the Club at Colchester. 

However, on the brighter side, expenses are very small , and the 
Club funds are healthy enough to start a new rea lly good club when 
the Batta li on moves to Malaya. 

LADIES' CLUB 
By November 1962, the Ladies' Club had settled down to regular 

meetings in the Reed Hall Amenities Centre in Colchester. 

A most successful Ladies' Club Draw was held in December and 
before that the Club helped with a Bottle Sta ll at the Mayoress' Fair 
and made a contribution to the St. Helena Guild Fete. A Jumble Sale 
was held on 4th April to help boost our fina nces a nd a patchwork 
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quilt was made to be raffled. In March we were sorry to say good-bye 
to Mrs. Curtis but welcomed back Mrs. Mills, who had been away 
for eighteen months. 

A very gay Easter Party took place on 20th April with the chi ldren 
attending a nd we owe our thanks to all Messes who covered the cost 
of the party. 

Amongst ou tside speakers, we have had a demonstrator on Tupper­
ware goods and a Beauty Counsellor who did our mora le no end 
of good. Mrs. Molesworth St. Aubyn very kind ly showed us some 
most interestin g fi lms on Sarawak, whence she had recently come. 
Some members of the cl ub went on an all-day outing to Clacton, 
where the British weather did not co-operate and others went 
bowling at the excellent Ipswich alleys. 

Since the departure of the Battalion in Ju ly, the club has played 
an importan t part as a meeting place for the discussion of various 
problems arising from the absence of the Battalion, the dissemina­
tion of news and, just as vital, the killing of rum ours. We have 
fi rmly req uested the appeara nce of those Officers returning from 
British Guiana on posting and thoroughly appreciated the talks 
given us by Major Parker and Major Guy, at which time we also 
saw Lieut.-Col. Mills' films on British Guiana . 

We are now busily making ou r Christmas plans, looking forward 
to a ta lk on Christmas decorations but, above all, to, the coming of 
January 1964, and the Battalion's home-coming. 

BAND NOTES 
The month of November 1962 was predominantly quiet as far as 

engagements were concerned with the exception, of course, of the 
Remembrance Day duties and the odd Guest Night. 

December was even quieter and towards the end of the month, in 
company with the rest of the Regiment, the Band went off on a 
fortnight's leave wh ich ended early Ja nuary, 1963. Shortly after­
wards, a small dance band went with the Battalion to North Africa 
in order to provide a little entertainment during any rest periods 
that might be given between exercises. 

With the return of the dance band from North Africa we settled 
down to rehearse the Summer Programmes . . . mostly on the 
Officers during Guest Nights. The sole engagement in March being 
for the London Rifle Brigade Rangers who as ked the band to gi ve a 
lunch-time concert in Finsbury Square in support of one of their 
recruiting d rives. Absolutely appalled by the thought of playing 
outside during the Arctic weather we were havin g, we put on ou r 

29 

Digitized 
by 

RCM 
Collection



Winter Woolies and departed to Lond on. As it happened, we had 
one of the warmest (and wettest) days of the cold spell and we 
managed to acqui t o urselves most honorably despite acid remarks 
from one or two bystanders to the effect that some Army Bands 
will do anything for money. 

April began with a series of concerts given in support of a recruiting 
drive held by the Queen's R oyal Rifles who demanded o ur services 
in such places as St. Paul's Steps (very cold and very windy) and in the 
forecourt of the Duke of York's Headquarters in Chelsea. The latter 
was most nerve-racking as the band of the Coldstream G uards have 
their H.Q. not more tha n a dozen paces from where we were playing, 
and we constantly expected to see the awesome figure of Lieut.­
Col. D. A. Pope, the senior director of music of the British Army, 
appear to sort out the Regimental Ba nd which had the cheek to 
invade his private domain. H owever, he must have decided that we 
were making a decent sound and left us alone to fi nish o ur pro-

gram me. 

Towards the end o f the month we played for the St. George's 
Day Civic Procession in Colchester which consisted of slow-marching 
the Mayor and vari ous V.l.P.s to church, playing in the church a nd 
then slow marching them back to the town ha ll. We slow-marched 
because the Mayor was most upset about the Band on the previous 
year's procession which apparently set off at 120 paces to the minute 
and left the Mayor and the Corporation standing. 

We started the Summer Season with a week's engagement in 
Jersey (5th to 12th) a nd a most successful week it was. T he cul­
minatio n was a n official visit to the island by H.M. The Queen 
Mother. We began by giving a Retreat display in the Howa rd 
Davies Park at which the salute was taken by the Colonel Com­
mandant, Gen. Sir George Erskine, who was the Lieut.-Governor 
of the island. Suitably awed by the occasion the Band played its 
best. The feeling was that the programme had gone down well and 
that the audience was much impressed. The Buglers too a ttracted 
some very favourable comments on this occasion. 

Apart from the norma l bandstand concerts we marched through 
the streets of St. H elier much to the delight of many ex-Riflemen 
who live there o r were on holiday. The last two days of our stay 
were entirely devoted to the visit of H.M. The Queen Mother and 
we were in demand for such duties as a Guard of Ho no ur o n Her 
Majesty's arrival ; keeping the crowds happy prio r to Her Majesty's 
attendance at official functio ns; a State Luncheon Party; a Garden 
Party at Government House and , of course, Her Majesty's departure 
from the island. 
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We ro unded off our visit to Jersey with a final Retreat perfor­
mance and o n the morn ing o f 13th May we boarded the steamer to 
return to Colchester a fte r a week of hard work liberally interspersed 
with pleasure. 

During the first two weeks of June the Band went off to their first 
period of annual leave, and returned on the 17th in order to pack kit 
a nd depart to Plymouth o n the following day. On our way down to 
Plymouth we stopped at Winchester where we played for the annual 
inspection of the College C. C. F., a nd eventually arrived at Plymouth 
on the 20th to begin duty during the "Army Week" which took the 
fo rm of an exhibition si ted o n the Hoe. 

Our duties consisted of mo rning concerts, an afternoon march 
through the mainstreets o f the town in o rder to attract the public to 
the exhi bition and a marching display on the Hoe towards the end 
of each day. 

The week ended in a " blaze of glory" which consisted of a minia­
ture tattoo held on the H oe; a n admirable setting, we thought, for 
performances of this nature. Again, whilst we were in Plymouth we 
met many ex-Rifleme n who consta ntly appeared to support our 
efforts. 

Tn answer to a req uest from Captain Robin Cavendish the Band 
visited Oxfo rd where we p layed for a Red Cross chari ty fete. Shortly 
a~ter our return t~e _Battalio n was flown to British Guiana taking 
w1th them the_ maJOnty of the Bugle Section. We managed to keep 
the Bugle MaJo r and four Buglers and assisted by six boy buglers 
from the Depot, who in spite of their tender years did sterling work 
we were in business again for Green Jacket week. ' 

On Saturday the 13th we set off for Winchester via the Croydon 
Summer Show, where we gave a ret reat perfo rmance. As usual the 
main attraction of the show was show-jumping and we had to give 
o ur display "over the sticks" as the orga ni sers just 11·ou/dn't move 
the jumps. 

Green Jacket Week slipped by in its usual leisurely fash ion with 
the Band thoroughly enjoying the cricket- but, on Wednesday 
17th J uly we were accorded an unusually high honour in the shape 
of a R oyal Command for the Band to play during a Garden Pa rty 
11eld by H er Majesty The Queen, at Buckingham Palace. 

After Green Jacket Week we carried on with our annual appearance 
at Winchester College to play during the "Dom um " celebrations. 

With the assistance of the boy-buglers from the Depot, the Band 
carried out two major events- the Southampton Army Week and 
the Colchester Tattoo. We could never have completed our schedule 
of engagements, and the Band would have been rendered ineffective 
on the march, without their help. 
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After a few more engagements the Dance Band, the Bugle Majo r 
and remaining Buglers, who had been warned that their service 
would be needed in British Guiana, left in early Septem ber.This 
timing was fo rtunate si nce it enabled the Band to complete thei r 
calendar with only two cancella tions. 

In British Guiana the Dance Band are in great demand. They have 
a regular programme of engagements inside Atkinson Field which 
includes the Officers' and Sergeants' Messes, and several evenings 
in the N.A.A.F. l. They also have been included on the Co mpany 
" flag" marches to country districts where they have played to mi xed 
crowds of Africans a nd fndians, and proved very popular. They have 
been a tremendous help in keeping the moral of everyo ne at a high 
level. 

Finally, during the past nine months we have lost the fo ll owing 
members of the Band to civi lian life and for various other reasons. 
Although we were extremely sorry to see them go, they carry with 
them our sincere best wishes fo r their future success. 

Sgt. H . W. Carter, to the Depot as Brigade Band Sergeant. 
L. /Cpl. F. Wright to Morri s Motors Band. 
Cpl. M. G. Titt to the Trinity College of Music with a three-year 

Schola rshi p. 
Cpl. K . F. Evans on transfer to the Royal Horse Gua rds (The 

Blues). 
Bdsm. M. Adlam to civilian life as a commercial artist. 

SHOOTING 
Non-Central 

We were fo rtunate in winn ing the Queen Victo ria Trophy- Home 
Series this year as we did not shoot two out of the five matches 
which count towards it. 

After firin g three matches early on in the winter we postponed 
the King George and Royal Tri sh Cups unti l the spring hoping for 
better weather, but were prevented from completing them by a 
month's exercise in North Africa after returning from block leave. 

Results: Home Series Non-Central Matches were: 
Company Shield: 'C' Coy.; Hopton Cup: 16 Pl. 'D ' Coy. 
1st Army Cup : 'C' Coy. 

54 (East Anglian) Div./Dist. Rifle Meeting 

Our fi rst competition this year was the 54 (East Anglia n) Div./ Dist. 
Rifle Meeti ng which took place at Colchester in April and provided 
valuable experience fo r the younger members, as this was the fi rst 
competitive shoot fo r many of them. 
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By Regimental sta ndards we did badly as we only came third bu t 
Lieut. David Mead, the W.T.O., somewhat unexpectedly, beca me 
champion shot. 

19 Brigade Rifle Meeting 

We redeemed our slightly tarnished reputation in early May by 
being champion uni t in the 19 Brigade Rifle Meeting. In most 
events we swept the board. In the ind ivid ual Rifle Match, Sgts. York, 
Fry and Smith took the fi rst three places, a nd likewise in the indi­
vidual S.M .G. with Sgts. Jenkins, York and Smith. L./Cpl. Stanger 
was up to his usua l fo rm and became Champion Young Soldier. 
II Pl. 'C' Compa ny won the Platoon Cup and 'A ' Compa ny the 
Company Shield . 

After the Platoo n training in May the team got down under 
Lieut. Mead's supervision to intensive practise. As a res ult when they 
~en.t to Bisley there was an air of q uiet confidence which was amply 
JUStified by the excellent resul ts achieved. 

The C.l.G.S. when giving away the prizes was understood to have 
been a little embarrassed by the number of Green Jackets r.eceiving 
them. 

These were: 
Parachute Cup (S. M.G. Team) 
S.M.G. X XX 
Worcester and Lindley Cup 

(L.M.G. Tn d. prs.) 
Eastern Co mmand Cup 

(L.M .G . Tea m) 
Northamptonshire Cup 

(S .L.R. Team) 
Britannia Trophy 
Small Arms Cup 
K.R.R. C. Cup 

5th 
I st, Sgt. Jenkins 
2nd, (Sgts. Smith and Fry) 

1st (Sgts. Smith, and Fry, 
Cpl. lmmsand L./Cpl. Clarke) 

1st 
2nd 
I st 

(Major U nit Championship) 1st 

Tn the individual Cham pionshi p half the team got into the final 
stage of the Army Hundred and Lieut. Richard Hill became Cham­
pion Young Office r. He was the only member of the team in fact 
to finish his shoot, beca use on the fi nal day the call to British 
Guiana went fo rth and the team had to rush back to Colchester 
prie r to emplaning. ' 

l f L./Cpl. Stanger had completed his shoot he would have almost 
certainly won the Rifle Brigade Cup (Young Sold iers). This evacua­
tion on the fi nal day was thoroughly unfo rtunate, but one must be 
thankfu l that the Batta li on did not fly off until the end of Bisley 
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week, rather than at the beginning. Unfortunately Rfn . Child who 
had shot very well during the year, developed pneumonia just 
before the team left for Bisley and was unable to take part. 

There were several new members in the team and we particularly 
welcome our new Armourer, S./Sgt. Tuttiett, who shot very well 
during the yea r. 

RECREATION 
Accounts of the main sporting activities follow separately under 

their various headings. It is worth mentioning, however, three 
particular act ivities that have come to the fo re while in British 
Guiana . 

Boating Activities 
The Battalion were lucky enough to take over a long, narrow, 

nati ve-style boat which seats fourteen people, blessed by the name of 
"Yellow Bird" . This is moored a mile away from camp on the vast 
Demerara River, and, when someone remembers to float it before 
the tide goes out, is used every week-end for platoon and company 
picnic parties up the neighbouring creeks. Its tiny outboard motor 
is nursed tenderly by Sgt. Buckingham and the other R.E.M.E. 
mechanics. The strongest man aboard stands in the bows to help 
around the sharper corners. The remainder have a thoroughly 
enjoyable day which invariably includes plenty of sun, plenty to 
eat and drink , and a bathe in the de liciously cool weak-tea coloured 
water. 

As a contrast to this slow-moving craft, the Officers' Mess has a 
small speed boat with a 35 h.p. engine, which is sponsored by Capt. 
Jeremy Keyte, and hence named Parakeet. This is used frequently 
either for water ski- ing on the Demerara or for select picnic parties 
up the creeks. Need less to say considerable skill and care is needed 
to nurse this fragi le craft over the many treacherous and cunningly 
concealed obstacles in the narrower creeks. The maiden voyage of 
Parakeet up the Kamuni Creek saw Major Mole' St. Aubyn 
observing birds through his binoculars in the prow of the boat, 
precipitated into the murky depths of the stream when the boat 
struck an underwater obstruction. Like any good ornithologist 
he rose to the surface with his binocu lars sti ll glued to his eyes. 

Fishing 
Those of the Battalion, whom in England might be seen on a 

Sunday aftern oon asleep beside their rod on the banks of the local 
canal, have been most act ive since our arrival at Atkinson F ield. 
The Demerara and some of the smaller creeks seem to teem with 
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fish of all sizes and vicious shapes. The Atkinson "Stell ing" (pier) 
is the most popular spot and the bag there has included a 191 pounder 
Karass caught by C.S.M. B. Rimmer, only just beaten by a 20 
pounder caught by S.Q.M.S. Will iams. The record for the season 
now stands at a 59 pounder, caught by a Grenadier, and the sport 
becomes more popular every day. 

Volley Ball 

This sim ple and energetic game needs onl y a small a rea, any 
surface, a light ball , an old camouflage net, and twelve sturdy players , 
whose skill is immaterial. For these reasons the game has become 
extraordi narily popular in British Guiana and volley ball "courts" 
have sprung up li ke dragon's teeth outside every Company block, 
and, in particular, the Sergeants' Mess, which has two courts. lt is 
a very simple game which anyone can learn quick ly and every 
afternoon and evening sees bare backs in a ll corners of the camp 
glistening in the tropical heat. Jnter-Company matches are now in 
progress and are counting towards the Company Shield. The 
sergeants have several high ly-skilled teams; obviously the early 
practise while in Queen's College put them well in the lead. They 
have so far managed to defeat all-comers, includ ing, despite every 
techniq ue of gamesmanshi p, the officers' team. Only the local 
Guianese who are very quick on their feet have so far outplayed 
them. 

lt will be interesting to see if this new-found Battalion sport 
survives our return to England. 

ATHLETICS 
Jn the Battalion Athletic Meeting in April 'A' Company were 

once again the champions, and Rfn. Jennings ('8' Company) was 
the Victor Ludorum, winning three events. Jt was clear from this 
meeting that there was considerable athletic potential with which 
to bui ld a team. 

Our fi rst target was the East Anglian District Meeting in May, 
our opponents being 2nd Regiment R.A. and 1 East Anglians, 
whom we had narrowly defeated two years before in Berlin. Capt. 
Jeremy Keyte trained the team extremely well considering the short 
time available, and as a result we won the meeting easily. We came 
fi rst in nine of the fourteen events. The highlight of our performance 
was undoubtedly the magnificent hammer throwing of Cpl. O'Hara 
and Sgt. Wigger, fo r between them they set up an unofficial Army 
record of 286 feet. Cpl. O' Hara and Capt. Tan McCausland a lso 
easily won the shot with an excellent combined distance of79 ft. 9! in. , 
wh ich would have been third in the Army Meeting. Our sprinters 
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also excelled themselves, doing very creditable times in both relays ; 
Rfn. Lyons was a great asset in both these events, whilst Lieut. 
Michael Dunning gave the team a splendid start in the 4 X 110 yds. 
It was very pleasing to see o ur middle distance runners go so well as 
a team, especially L./Cpl. Steward and Rfn. Powell, who were well 
to the fo re in bo th the mile a nd three miles. Our performance in 
this meeting was very gra tifying, because it was the fi rst o ne in which 
we have taken part, since the whole Batta lion became composed o f 
enti rely Regular soldiers. Most of the members o f the team will be 
with us for some years to come, which a ugurs well fo r the future. 
It was unfo rtunate that the move to British Guiana prevented us 
taking part in the Eastern Comma nd Meeting, for which we had 
qua lified , as it would have given the team so me much-needed 
com peti tio n experience. 

CROSS-COUNTRY R UNNI NG 

An assortment of aspiring runners, hurriedly trained in the pre­
ceeding week o r two, took part in the Batta lio n Cross-Co untry 
Race on 31st November 1962, a nd th is, for va rious reasons, was the 
only race o f the season. 

The course, just under fo ur miles lo ng, was flat and fast , well 
sui ted to lo ng-dista nce t rack runners. L.JCpl. Steward of ' B' Coy. 
ra n exceptionally well considering his lack of tra ining and won 
from 2/ Lieut. Miers o f 'C' Coy. wi th L./Cpl. Couzens third. 'C ' 
Coy., with nine runners in the first sixteen, retained the Cross­
Co untry Shield , fo llowed by 'D', ' A' , H.Q. a nd ' B' Coys. 

FOOTBALL 

At Colchester 
We have unfortunately not managed to p lay as much footba ll as 

we would have liked since the last Chronicle was written and th is has 
been due, in the mai n, to a combinatio n of bad weather and va rio us 
exercises. 

The depa rture of the last N.S. men left some serious gaps in o ur 
promising team a nd October 1962 fou nd us busy rebuilding a new 
team from recent drafts from the Depot a nd a few old ha nds. fn 
spite of a ll the hard work put in by Sgt. Wigger a nd Cpl. Newman , 
having defeated East Anglian Bde. Depot in the first round , we 
suffered heavy defeat in the second ro und of the Army Challenge 
Cup. In this match we met 12 Regt. Roya l School of M ili ta ry 
Engineering at Gillingha m and were beaten 6-- 1, o ur o nly goal being 
scored by Cpl. Newma n, the team captain . 
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We are, however, improving o ur skill a nd have some prom ising 
young Regula rs who showed up well when we played the Queen's 
Own Buffs in the East Anglia n District Knock-out Cup in December. 
The score was 4-5, the oppositio n scoring the winni ng goal in the 
last minute of play. Rfn. Peacock 'C' Coy., a new recruit from the 
Depot showed g reat p romise a nd scored a ll fo ur goals for the 
Batta lio n. 

In British Guiana 

The Battalion Football Pitch at Atkinson would turn the Wembley 
gro und keepers' hair white. It is a stretch of sa nd, with a few tufts 
of grass here and there, two goal posts with ca mouflage nets. Here 
football has taken o n a new lease of life with a game of some sort 
every eveni ng. T he Compa ny Shield Football Competition is being 
run on E uropean Cup lines. The team with the hi ghest aggregate of 
goals a fter two matches bei ng the wi nner. 

HOCKEY 

1962/63 has been a very successful year fo r the Battali on. Jn fact 
fo r the fi rst time for many years we have had 12 months of hockey. 

Colchester, October 1962- April 1963 

During the winter the Battalion played regularly o nce a week 
against local Army a nd civi lia n teams. We were unbeaten in the 
Garriso n fixtures and, in particular a l- 0 victo ry early in the season 
against the Royal Fusiliers was very praiseworthy. 

fn the Army Cup the Battalion won their 1st Round match against 
the Q ueen's Own Buffs fairly convincingly, 3- 1. In the next ro und 
we played H.Q. Eastern Comma nd. After a n a bo rtive attempt 
postponed by thick fog, we lost a very close, ha rd-fo ught game, 5- 3. 
Unfortunately, Major Ro ly Guy, who had been the mainstay of the 
forward line left the field with a nasty cut on his head, a nd this rather 
upset the balance o f the game. W e had been by no means di scredited 
as o ur o pponents were a tea m of considerable experience. 

Towards the end of the season, the Padre, Stanley Jackson, 
inju red his knee and was, a las, unable to play again. His "steadying" 
influence at left half was sadly missed thereafter. 

British Guiana, July- October 1963 
When the initia l crisis had died down we managed to play a ga me 

of hockey once a week against local teams in G eorgetown. We 
began by playing against a combined Caribbean Ladies team , who 
p roved highly ski lful , but wil ted under o ur mo re robust play! With 

37 

Digitized 
by 

RCM 
Collection



two convi ncing victories agai nst the Ladies behind us, we tackled 
the Chinese team, Cosmos, who were leaders of the local League. 
1 n our first game against them we won 4- 2 a nd followed this up with 
a 1- l draw. Alas, at our th ird meeting they exacted their revenge. 
These matches were followed by a series of games against the George­
town Cricket Club, p layed on the Test Match Cricket Ground, a 
very fast, hard and smooth ground . The games have been very even, 
a nd so far the G.C.C. lead by two ga mes to one. 

We are hoping to join the local League fo r the winter season, but, 
like so many things in British Guiana, no action has yet been taken 
to start. Despite the strange condi tions of very hard grounds a nd 
intense heat, we soon settled down, and the strong opposition has 
welded us into a well-balanced tea m. We hope that the experience 
of hockey in British Guiana will stand us in good stead on our return 

to U.K. 

RUGBY FOOTBALL 

A lthough rugger is a singularly un-Green Jacket pastime there are 
a lways sufficient d iehard en thusiasts to raise a scratch side. Happily 
our stay in British G uiana has again proved this to be so. 

To play in the tropics might well be considered madnes , neverthe­
less the R ugger Officer has some forty-one names on his "books" 
a ll of whom were very keen to start playing. 

Accordingly we played for the first time in public when two seven­
a-side teams were entered for the annual Argyll Trophy, the last 
week-end in September. A further six teams took part, two each 
from the Grenad ier Guards and the civilian clubs " Hornets" a nd 

"Caribs". 
Despite lack of playing together both our teams had a good run 

for their money and thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon. D elighted 
that a start had been made we readily accepted an invitation to play 
in a Festival of Sport held in M ackenzie, four hours by boat up the 
Demerara, on 12th October. We again produced two teams for this 
Festival, but this time they were called Erskine and M iller, as we 
were to ld that the local teams objected to playing against teams 
called 'A' and 'B'! 

We played under flood lights on a bone bard ground . Again the 
tremendous fun we derived from this contest outweighed our lack of 
success. Even so some very good rugger was played by the two 
Green Jacket teams. They were: 

Erskine Team 
Cpl. Yasa ('A' Coy.) 
L./Cpl. Jackson (H.Q. Coy.) 
Major Sti lema n ('A' Coy.) 
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Miller Team 
Rfn. Buliciri ('A' Coy.) 
Capt. Henshaw (H .Q. Coy.) 
L. /Cpl. Sta nger ('C' Coy.) 

Capt. Gurney ('C' Coy.) 
2/Lieut. Robertson (' D' Coy.) 
Lieut. Hi ll ('A' Coy.) 
Lieut. Browne-Clayton 
('D ' Coy.) 

Cpl. Evans ('A' Coy.) 
Cpl. Line ('A' Coy.) 
Rfn . Copestake (HQ .. Coy.) 
Rfn . Wright ('A' Coy.) 

.A lthough ou r contribution has been small, it is abundantly satis­
f~mg t.o know that the Regiment has contributed to maintaining the 
lively mterest of rugger in the t ropics! 

~~·~that the game ha~ become a feature of the Battalion spo rt ing 
actlvJtJes, we hope that mterest and keeness will remain even after 
Ma~o r D avid Stileman leaves. David has been the drivi ng force 
behmd re-commencement of the game in the Batta lion and the 
keenness now shown by all players and spectators alike is largely due 
to his enthusiasm a nd vigour. 

BOXING 

Owing to the very active li fe in a Strategic Reserve Batta lion little 
boxing has been possible during ou r period in Colchester. w 'e d id , 
however, compete in December 1962 in the preli minary rounds of 
the Ar~1y Championship. We drew a bye into the Brigade Final, 
and Bngade drew a bye into the Di visional Final. This meant that 
our first encounter was to be in the fina l of 54 East Anglian District. 
Although it was unfortunate that we should have to meet such st iff 
opposition in ou r fi rst match, a t least it gave us time to get down to 
some really hard t rain ing. 

As usua l, some fell by the wayside, unable to keep up with the stiff 
exercises set by our coach S.I. Lugg, A. P.T.C. However, 15 boxers 
finally weighed in for the Divisional Final against our next door 
neighbours, 2 Regiment Royal Artillery. Our opponents were a 
much older a nd more experienced team than ourselves but the 
decision was in doubt until the last bout. ' 

The evening started off well with Rfn. Dutt knocking out his 
opponent. R fn. Hawkins boxed extremely well, and easily out­
pomted a n older a nd more experienced boxer. Rfn. Lacey produced 
the best blow of the evening, a beautiful r ight hook, that kept his 
opponent on the ca nvas long past the count of ten. The Middle­
weight bout was the highlight o f the evening. Rfn. Gaffney boxed a 
magnificent defensive bout against a wily opponent who was as 
quick and ha rd-hilling as he was experienced. Rfn. Gaffney was 
unlucky that the decision went against him. The fina l result was that 
we lost 7 bouts to 4. Although disappointed, we had no reason to be 
ashamed. The team was very young and on ly half had been with the 
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Batta li on for mo re tha n a year. However, this was our first all­
Regular team, and they will be with us yet for ma ny mo re years. 
There is no reason why, with a bit mo re experience, and with more 
blood from the Depot, we sho uld not be able to give a good account 
of ourselves in the future. 

U nfo rtunately no boxing has been possible whi le in British Guiana 
as yet, a nd we look forward to getting into training again o n o ur 
return to U.K. 

LATE NEWS 
Shooting A.R.A. Non-Central Matches 

Queen Victoria Trophy 

King George 

R oyal Irish 
Company Shield 

Hopton Cup 

2nd 
Winner in Home Series 

2nd 
Winner in Ho me Series 

Winners 
9th 'C' Company 
Winners in H ome Series 

lOth I Platoon 
Winners in H ome Series 

Duke of Connaught Cup Winners 
Revolver Cup Win ner - Lieut D. H. Mead 

The Battalion is to be congratulated on once again winning the 
H ome Series of the Queen Victo ria Trophy and David Mead on his 
victory in the Revolver Cup. 
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THE REGIMENT IN BRITISH GUIANA 

Major G. N. Faux Powell, thro ugh Major Cyril Wilson drew o ur 
attention to the fact that Battal ions of the Regiment ser:ed a lmost 
con t inuously in British Guiana in the period 1812-1830. 

We recommend readers to look at Major Powell 's article in the 
1948 Chronicle (pp. 126- 135). Wo rthy of note is that two very well­
know n officers from Peninsula days- Lieut.-Col. Ga liffe a nd Lieut. ­
Co l. Fitzgera ld (later F ield Marshal, whose medals a nd ba to n the 
Regiment have j ust obtained)- served here. During o ur recent 
deployment, Compa nies were stationed in Demera ra and Berbice 
like their forbears, but accommodation was ra rely as good as the 
new barracks built in 1828! 

Research has found the grave of a child o f an officer of the 
Regiment in the former Garrison Cemetery in Georgetown, now 
cared for by the Police. It is in the middle of the plot a nd in excellent 
cond ition. The inscr iption reads: 

"In memory of Evryna D orothea 

D ied 6th September, 1828 

Aged 6 years and 7 days, 

Daughter of 

Lieut. J. & A. Robinson 

60th Rifle Corps" 

A ll a ro und a re graves dating from the various o utbreaks of yellow 
feve r, which, with malaria, made this a most unhealthy station until 
very recent years. We have been fortu nate that paludrine and 
inocu lations have made health the least o f o ur problems. 

(Editor.- J. Robinson joined the Regiment as an Ensign on 
21st April 1814, a nd was senior Captain in 1849. This is the 
last shewn of him and it seems that a fter taking 35 years to 
get as fa r as Captain he may have either died of d iscourage­
ment o r resigned). 
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WILD LIFE IN BRITISH GUIANA 

Since o ur move to Atkinson F ield o n the edge of the dry scrub­
j ungle, even the most pavement-crazy Rifleman has been fo rced to 
ta ke note o f the extraord inary rich wi ld life a ll around him . 

D awn is hera lded by pairs of A mazon parrots o r fli ghts of sma ll 
green macaws heading fo r breakfast. " Sorry, sir, the parrots didn' t 
wa ke me today", has been used as a n excuse for the unpunctua l. 
Around the Field a mass of birds including to ucans, caciq ues with 
their sack-like nests a nd humming birds can be seen, particularl y a t 
dawn a nd in the la te a fte rnoon. 

T wo-toed sloths have been helped li ke o ld lad ies across the road , 
anteaters and various wild guinea pigs seen o n the Mackenzie T ra il, 
a nd a few deer o n the Savannahs. Sq uirrel mo nkeys and m armosets 
may be spotted using a tree " fly over" a nd a band of howler m o nkeys, 
whose no ise is the lo udest produced by any ma mma l including tiger 
o r e lepha nt, scare the platoon in their base camp. T he N .C.O.s 
Cadre under Capt. Ca ro l Gurney, saw a black jaguar a nd a p uma 
wi th the calm of ignora nce. L izards and even ig ua nas are a ll over 
the camp and snakes fro m 10-foot a nacondas to the bri ght a nd 
po iso no us coral snake turn up fro m time to t ime. 

The Stelling (pier) ho lds a row of fishermen, al l hoping to beat the 
reigning trophy. A good ma ny a ll iga to rs have fa llen to the ma rks­
manship of C.S.M. Smith, Lieut. David Mead a nd o thers. Between 
the huts flap enormo us mo rpho butterflies with blinding blue wings, 
and hovering aro und many a well ta nned knee is the evil ma ribunta, 
a stream lined a nd most powerful ho rnet. 

It is a country wi th over 700 varieties of birds, o ne of the richest 
concentratio ns in the world ; the Colonel, Major 'Mole' St. Aubyn 
a nd fa lconer Capt. G uy Crossman have had a fi eld day, with even 
the glorio us scarlet Cock of the R ock to their credit. The rest of the 
Batta lio n have enjoyed signs o f li fe everywhere they have been, but 
even the most expert a re un ited in saying that the next sight of 
P asser D omesticus (English H o use Sparrow) will be m ore tha n 
agreeable. 
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THE LETHEM TRAIL EXPEDITION 
In Octo ber 1963 the Recon naissance Platoon under command of 

Lieut. A lastai r Gra ham-Wigan were given the task of exploring the 
Lethem Cattle Trai l in British G uiana. 

The southern in terio r of British G uiana, k nown as the Ru pununi 
district, fo rms o ne la rge Savanna h. Alth ough the grass is no t pa r­
ticula rly rich it is the o nly beef cattle feeding area in the coun try. 
As almost the entire popula tio n of the country is concentrated alo ng 
the coast, it has a lways been essentia l to move cattle fro m the 
Rupununi to the coast for marketing. In 1919 the Rupunu ni 
Cattle Trail was o pened. Jt was over 300 miles lo ng, of which over 
200 miles r an thro ugh high jungle. On that fi rst tri p 1500 head left 
Lethem, in the Rupununi, and owing to the rigours of the trail o nly 
80 reached Tacama, the head of the trail. Even so, a profit was 
appa rently made. U p until 1957, when the trail ceased to be used in 
favour o f a ir tra nsport, 2,000 cattle regularly trod the trai l every year 
braving the da ngers a nd ha rdships fo r the certai nty of the butcher's 
knife at the end. Altho ugh it was not designed fo r vehicle travel, the 
tra il has since been t raversed, in 1957, when the tra il was still o pen, 
by the Oxford a nd Ca mbridge So uth American Expedition, who had 
much special equipment and specia l vehicles, a nd the second time, 
2 years ago , by a gro up of American E ngineers who had had the 
trail cleared for them by the Public W o rks D epartment. 

The Comma nd ing Officer decided that here was a n: ideal o ppor­
tunity fo r the Reece Platoon to carry o ut their pro per ro le. Since the 
only no rma l access to this vast area is by air, it was of considerable 
securi ty interest to see whether a su rface rou te was still practicable 
and wha t the pro blems were. Fro m a study of the seasons, which 
fluctuate yearly, it became o bvio us that the t ra il is o nly d ry eno ugh 
to get a Landrover thro ugh during Octo ber. The a nno uncement of 
the sta rt of the London Constitutiona l Ta lks o n 22nd October meant 
that the Pla toon might have to be back by then. The fo rtnight before 
was spent begging a nd borrowing cross saws, wi nches, pulleys, sand 
cha nnels, crowbars a nd sund ry other pieces o f necessary equi pment 
from a round the colo ny. As we had expected , everyone was ready 
to give ad vice a nd without exceptio n they a ll agreed that o nly a foo l 
would attempt the trip. 

On 3rd October, 18 fools in six Landrovers set off from Atki nson 
F ield . T he team consisted of ten members of the Reece Platoo n and 
two Assault P ioneers. Cpl. 0 ' Ha ra and Rfn. Coyne, who were to 
assist us in build ing rafts fo r the crossing o f the Essequibo river, 
a nd six other assault p ioneers who were to accompany us as far as 
Cannister Falls o n the Demerara R iver to leave a petrol dump for 
o ur return . 
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The first day I 00 miles of well known country were covered to the 
place where we were to join the trail, south of ltuni . No o ne quite 
knew where the trail started , and a lthough it was marked on the 
map, we had learnt no t to trust maps in this countr.y. Fo:tunately, 
half a n ho ur of searching across the Savannah by SIX vehicles soon 
located it, o nly four mi les from where the map suggested it should be. 
Shortly after joining the trail we entered high jungle which we were 
not to leave for over three weeks. 

The trai l as far as the Cannister Falls, 55 miles in length, was 
covered in three days. The trail was easily recognisable, not too 
overgrown a nd ra n over fairly high ground. The o nly difficulty was 
the prodigious amount of deadfall all a lo ng the route. Every two to 

A Land Rover ploughs through a typical jungle track. 

three hundred yards we had to halt to cut away a tree fallen across the 
trail. They varied in size from a few inches to about 4 feet. Some­
times, in particular where severa l la rge trees had f~llen togetl~er, it 
meant cutting a new track around them through the JLtngle. Thts was 
sometimes a long job, and the sha pes of the Land rovers, after having 
been squeezed between large Greenheart trees o n several occasions, 
gradually started to alter. All protrusions from the sides of t.he 
vehicles soon found themselves nattened o ut, a nd even the canoptes 
began to give way under the strain of being forced under trees that 
were just too low. 

On the evening of o ur forth day out we sighted the Demerara 
River. After a quick inspectio n it appeared that we could ford the 
river, which a ll six vehicles quickl y did. Everyone stripped off 
their clothes and dived in naked to cool themselves and wash off the 
dirt. lt was not until then that Roberts, our signaller, while looking 
for a place to sling his aerial fo und that we had not in fact crossed 
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the river at a ll , but merely dri ven onto a n island . A rather lengthy 
recce by the naked platoon commander soon proved that it was not 
possible to cross farther up or downstream and that the only a nswer 
was to rearra nge the rocks in the ra pids, which were nearly free of 
water. So me of the more da ring members of the expedition decided 
to foresake their hammocks and sleep on the beach that night. It 
was the last occasio n they did so, fo r the foll owing morning, Sgt. 
Taylor o n rising from his blankets found a snake curled up a nd 
quietly sleeping next to the im pression made by his body. The 
Amerindians told us later that it was a very dangerous snake. 

The fo llowing day the six assault pioneers set o ff home in their 
two Landrovers under Sgt. Ho rsley. We were a ll sorry to see them 
go as they had taken a lot of work off our shoulders. During the 
morning a small Irish bridge was constructed onto the rapids, a nd 
several enormous boulders cleared to make a sandy crossing for the 
vehicles to the fa r bank. The crossing was named "O' Ha ra's 
Causeway" in honour of its arch itect and builder, a nd during the 
morning the crossing was successfully completed. Everyone was in 
great heart now that we had conquered o ur first major obstacle, the 
Demerara River. Although it was thought that we might be lucky 
enough to ford the river, no o ne really believed that it would be 
possible. rt was here that a n earlier Coldstream expedition had been 
halted . 

The journey from here to the Essequibo River, the main obstacle, 
a distance of 21 miles, was known to be fra ught with danger. How­
ever by nine o'clock the following day, when we had already covered 
the first ten mi les, we were beginning to think that both critics and 
map-makers were wrong. It was not until we dropped off the 
plateau and got bogged in the Kuruduni River that our troubles began . 
The next eleven miles were to take 28 hours of t ree-felling, wi nching, 
pushing, cursing and praying to cross. We were beset by every kind 
of difficulty we co uld have imagined. Rocky ground meant each 
vehicle had to be individually guided along long stretches. A steep 
wet cross slope 400 yards long meant each vehicle had to be winched 
across, while we constantly feared they would topple downhill. 
Many streams with muddy ba nks had to be crossed. Deadfall was 
so heavy in the area that it had to be cleared every forty o r fifty 
yards, and fin a lly the jungle had made such a good job of reclaiming 
its own that in places a new trail through the bush had to be forced 
by the Landrovers. Our fi rst disaste r occurred on the second day 
when a La ndrover turned over. Altho ugh little damage was caused 
to the vehicle, fifteen gallo ns of precious petrol was lost. Three days 
after leaving Canni ster Fall s we reached the Essequibo River. 
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ln the days of the cattle t ra il, a town o f abo ut ten houses had 
sprung up, na med Ku rupukari . lt was here that the cattle o rgani sa­
tion had had its headquarters. Unfortunately when the t ra il c losed , 
the town became deserted, and now, thoroughly overgrown and 
almost completely reclaimed by the jungle, it is inha bited only 
by Vampire bats, a nd Kabo uras (a madden ing insect that makes a 
secret visit, a pai nless incisio n, sucks much blood and leaves in the 
wound a li ttle acid that causes constant irritation). The old la nding 
stage, where still lies the old a nd bottomless cattle fer ry, is lapped 
by the warm, bl ue waters of the Essequibo. We spent much time 
bathing and relaxing in the water here, until we saw, and later ca ught, 
the vicio us Pira i- Canniba l fis h. All ba th ing then pro mptly ceased . 
T he river at this po int is m uch narrower compared to further up 
or downstream, a nd because of sandbanks, isla nds a nd rapids fo rms 
the o nly possible crossing p lace. Nonetheless, it is fo ur hu ndred 
yards across, a nd a stro ng current in midstrea m meant that a very 
sturd y ra ft indeed would have to be buil t. U nfo rtunately a ll the 
good wood in the j ungle in this area is G reen heart, which would not 
float even if we had the time o r energy to cut enough. Even to get a 
fo ur inch nail thro ugh a G reenheart p la nk, taken fro m o ne of the 
ho uses, required drilling a ho le for the nai l fi rst. We had ho ped to 
fi nd a n A merindia n settlement in the a rea, but no-o ne a ppeared 
that evening. As a n encouragement, Sgt. Taylo r a nno unced break­
fas t the fo ll owing morning by firin g ten rifle sho ts across the river. 
This, o bvio usly, was a known sig nal, because minutes la te r, as we 
were telling Major Ra lph Stewart-Wilson o n the radio that prospects 
looked di sma l a nd that there appeared to be no Amerindians 
a bout , two arrived by ca noe, to share breakfast. During the course 
of the day we were vis ited by no less than twenty-five, a nd all a t 
meal times. T his proved a d ifficulty to start with, as we had bro ught 
short ratio ns a nyway to save weight , un til we realized that they 
fou nd compo biscuits a great de licacy. T hey in formed us that if we 
got in to uch with the local Ba lata (wild r ubber) Company at Apoteri , 
a bo ut a hund red miles upstrea m they wo uld send boats down for 
us. We passed that over the ai r a nd a hectic day of telepho ning 
started for the second-in-command . At lunch we heard o n the radi o 
that a ll had been a rra nged a nd the boats would arrive the fo ll owing 
afternoon. 

T he following day we hi red five Amerindians to come with us to 
help clea r the tra il. The agreement was to pay them £3 each for three 
weeks' work a nd they had to bring their own food and axes. 
Altho ugh th is a ppeared a rather one-sided agreement, they were 
delighted . Late that afternoo n two 30-ft. la unches with o utboard 
motors a rrived, a nd we worked until well a fter dark lashing the 
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boats. together a nd putti ng a decking o n top. Early the following 
m? rnmg, .all fo ur La nd rovers were ferried across, o ne by one. While 
tlllS was 111 progress, o ur A merind ians crossed by ca noe a nd wen t 
ahead to. clear the tra ~ l. It really was a deligh t to see how quickly 
and ~ffic 1 ently t.hey wielded their axes. We felt ra ther in the way 
workmg alo ngside them, a nd T thin k they felt it too! From the 
moment we crossed the Essequibo , Lady Luck left us. Within three 
miles o ne o f the La ndrovers bro ke a spring a nd a fro nt prop shaft. 

The battered Land Rovers of the Expedition return to Atkinson Field. 

Having warned the Batta lion of this a nd a possible sho rtage of 
petrol owing to the a ppalling going, it was decided to continue with 
two La nd rovers a nd leave two behind on the bank of the Esseq uibo. 
We con tinued the following day for a further 8 miles when we fo und 
an a lm ost comple tely rotten bridge over a river with sheer sides. Jt 
would have taken at least two days to make a crossing p lace near 
the bridge a nd it was clear that re-opening the last stretch of the t rai l 
would be a matter o f weeks rather tha n days. W hen we opened up 
the fo llowing mo rning o n the radio for o ur rou tine call the Com­
ma ndi ng O ffi cer o rdered o ur return to Atki nso n Field ;s the Con­
~t i t ut i onal Conference was opening in Lo ndon in five d~ys' ti me, and 
It was tho ught we might be needed in case of trouble. 

Altho ugh this was a great d isappoi ntment, that it was a wise 
decisio n is shown by the fact that two more springs were broken and 
a clutch burn t out on the way back to the Essequibo. Battal ion 
Headquarters arra nged fo r spare parts, petrol, a nd mail to be fl own 
in the fo llowi ng day by Grumma n a mphibia n, which la nded a mile 
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down-stream, a nd a few hard ho urs' work by Cfn. McClu re, o ur 
fi tter, a nd the fo ur drivers, soo n had the four vehicles in working 
o rder again . 

T he Commanding Officer, l..icut.·Col. Giles M ills, welcomes buck the Lcthem Trail 
Expedition 

T he return to Atkinson was completed in five days, a foot patrol 
thro ugh dense jungle a t the source of the Demerara R iver being 
accomplished o n the way. O n arrival we found a la rge recepti on 
party waiting fo r us wi th iced beer, a nd cameras, the fo rmer being 
particularly welcome. T he Co mmanding Officer congratula ted us 
o n achieving o ur task when we submi tted o ur deta iled log, a nd 
repo rted " The Lethem trail can no lo nger be considered a practicable 
surface route to the Ru pu nuni , except in the dry season a nd with 
much t ime a nd ro ute prepa ra tio n". 
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" THE KAIETEUR FALLS" 
An account of the firs t expedition, which is equally 

applicable to all that followed 

By M AJOR D. M . ST! LEMAN 

"A t rip to the Kaieteur Falls is a n a bsolute m ust". This vehement 
advice was repeatedly offered by ou r friends in the Coldstream 
G uards al most as soon as we had set foot in Br it ish G uiana. 

[twas, therefore, a tremendous thrill to receive a message from the 
Colonel directing 'A' Company Com ma nder to take the first party 
of deservi ng men overla nd to visit the Kaieteur Falls. Accordingly 
on Tuesday, 30 th J uly a party o f e ighteen sa llied fo rth f rom the 
Leonora Sugar Estate for Parika, some twelve miles west a long the 
coast. Ment io n shou ld be made at th is stage o f the extensive pre­
paratory work put in o n o ur behalf by Lieut. Robin Ga mble, the 
In te ll igence Officer, despite every difficu lty in commu nicating by 
letter and , literally, cleft stick. 

We a rrived at Pa ri ka shortly afte r 9 a .m. Having o bta ined 
eighteen fi rst-class return t ickets to Bartica a nd the necessary 
papers to cover the Landrover and three-ton ner we were all set to 
"go a board" . T his p roved a re marka bly tricky operation. The crew 
of the ferry denied a ll knowledge of o ur intended t rip. After re­
mi nd ing those concerned forcefully but tactfully that there is a first 
time to know anything, we set to work to move nineteen d rums of 
petro l each containing the customa ry 45 gallons. 

Our transport had a lso to compete with a Volkswagen bus for 
precious deck space a board the ferry. E re long the seemingly 
impossible was achieved a nd we set off u p the awe-inspi ri ng Esse­
q uibo R iver, scene o f the earliest Dutch settlement, bound fo r 
Bartica some 38 miles upstream. It was a fascinating journey, the 
ferry making frequen t stops a t the va rious islands and East Ba nk 
loading stages. 

We arrived in Bartica shortly after 3 p.m. Havi ng checked in wi th 
the D istrict Com missioner, we moved in to the local police station 
for the night, where we were made very welcome. The eveni ng m ea l 
was prod uced in record time u nder the forceful directorship of Cpl. 
Cahill with Cpl. Bai ley (R .E.M.E.) man ning the cooker. T he 
majority o f us paid a q uick visit to an unusua ll y clea n cafe that 
boasted a juke box, thence to bed. 

A t 7 a .m. next morning, we set o ff on the long drive to Kangaruma. 
We pla nned to take it easi ly; afte r a ll , the idea was to enjoy o urselves 
to the full. We hoped to cover 106 odd m iles by mid afternoon. 
For the firs t 25 miles a reasonable tarmac road gave one an admirable 
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start to the day's journey. At the end o f this stretch , wi th no wa rning 
a t a ll, the tarmac ends a nd a o ne-vehicle-width track p lunges into 
thick jungle. The track itself was a n ou tstandi ng feat of road making 
ingenuity, built by the Americans during the last wa r. Sawn logs 
were la id longways tightly packed together and overlaid by sand. 
The result was a rema rkably smooth surface. 

Driving through the tunnel of dense green undergrowth gave a 
fa lse impression of our actua l speed . This seldo m exceeded 25 mi les 
an ho ur. 

At 12.30 p .m. we reached the Publ ic Works Department canton­
ment where we had a delightful picnic lunch in a clearing. We 
r apidly made friends with a Mr. P o llard, the Maintena nce Supervisor 
fo r the Interior. He gave us the bunch of keys to o pen the rest­
ho use at T ukeit, o ur eventual base camp. He was good eno ugh to 
provide us with ice to cool down o ur supply of Pepsi Cola which was 
nigh on bo il ing point at this stage. 

After o ne ho ur's sta nd easy we set off' again on the fi nal haul to 
Kangaruma. Very occasio nally we drew off the side o f the track to 
let by a truck making its way from the settlement a t Mahdia bound 
for Bartica. 

Just before the 104 mile post a scene o f breath taki ng beauty hi ts 
the eye. This is the winding, fast-flowing P otaro River over which is 
suspended the bridge a t Garraway Stream. Just before we crossed 
the bridge we no ticed two or th ree tumble-down shacks boarding the 
track verge. Out o f one of these hovels a negro with a radia nt face 
emerged and asked what the time was. He seemed well satisfi ed with 
a n accurate reply, whereupo n he asked who won the recent test 
match; he was even more pleased with the a nswer to h is second 
q uesti on. 

By 3.30 p.m. we arrived at Ka ngaruma. In a clea ring stood the 
rest ho use and o n the o ther side of this picturesq ue glade a small 
wooden hut caugh t the eye. We had successfully reached the 
dwell ing of Mr. A ustin who owns the launches in which the three 
stage river jo urney is made to T ukeil. 

At first he was a little surprised at seeing us and after a while he 
let it be known that his main la unch had been used for a nother task, 
and that we might have to wait unt il Friday for its return. T his was 
desperate news as the who le progra mme was geared to a day-by-day 
time-ta ble in o rder to fit in with the return ferry at Ba1t ica. 

Every known trick from the diplomatic bag was produced to stress 
the ext reme gravity of the situatio n. Mr. Austin rose to the occasion 
a nd decided to lash two small launches together a nd use one powerful 
o utboa rd motor to propel them both. We planned to set off fro m 
the Kangaruma la nding at 9 a.m. the following m orning. 
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Where next to spend the night was the quest ion. Lieut. Richard 
H ill had called in a t Ma hdia police station where it was previously 
planned we sho uld stay the night. Cpl. Hazel of the police was 
somewhat ta ken aback when he real ised we wished to be ho used in 
his police statio n. 

The unpreparedness a ll a lo ng the line o rigina ted from a telegram 
sent from some official in Georgetown informing those concerned 
wi th the custo ma ry local precision to expect a party "sometime 
duri ng the next week". We decided to spend the nig ht in the rest 
house at Kangaruma. This had the adva ntage of being close to our 
a lly Mr. Austin in case there was a further cha nge of pla n. 

The moral a nd physical state of the build ing did not indicate that 
the manage ment had recently suffered a n Administrative Inspection. 
Suffice to say we spring cleaned the enti re dwelling, pumped in our 
own water and made do witho ut e lectric light. 

Next morning we set off on what was to be an unfo rgettable 
experience. It was now 8.50 a. m. on T hursday, 1st August. 

It is as well at this po int to explain that the motor launch part of 
our exped itio n had to be carried o ut in three pa rts owing to fie rce 
ra pids. The first ra pids were at Amatuck, the second a t Wa ra tuck. 
Our fin a l destina tion was Tukeit. 

The first leg of ou r river trip took just over two hours. The river 
was like sheet glass it was so still , and the reflectio n of the jungle 
banks in the water added to the soothing serenity of the scene. In 
no ti me at all a number of the Riflemen were o blivious to the 
wonders of nature, overcome by the unfa iling powers o f sleep. 

At eleven o'clock we arrived at Amatuck a nd here was o ur fi rst 
portage. We off- loaded the la unches using the chain ga ng principle 
a nd then set off to circumnavigate the impressive rapids. We all 
had to carry considerable loads as the party was co mpletely self­
contained with food, fuel a nd bedd ing. Swea t was literally po uring 
off o ur backs when we completed the three hundred yards carry. 

We ate a much welcomed bully beef p icnic lunch and during the 
repast got ta lking to o ne of the d iamond prospectors. He was 
fascinating in hi s description of the rugged and cut-throat existence 
in the l ife of the average "pork-knocker". The origin o f this much 
used G uianese term is obscure but it ind icates one of the many 
a lluvial gold or diam ond prospectors wandering the interior under 
the same primitive cond itions as the Far W estern "sourdough" or 
"Forty-niner". 
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Ha lf-past twelve saw us on our way; ~h is time we all managed. to 
squeeze in to a larger launch. M r. Aust1n .c?ntrolled th~ b?at w1th 
masterly skill a ided by the ever fa ithful Wil lie, a n A mennd1an, wl.w 
consistently took up post in the bows to act as look-out a nd to ass1st 
in making cha nges of direction with a large paddle. One less 
experienced Amerindia n but nevertheless hard-working aided 
Mr. Austin in the stern with a simila r paddle. 

At th is stage the river sta rted to na rrow a nd the current a ppre­
ciably stiffened. It was when our craft had to ~egoti a te a. pa rti cul~rly 
hair-raising st retch of turbulent water tha t Sk1pper Austm ca me mto 
his own . Wi llie performed wonders in the bows forcing our vessel 
to po rt. His fe llow countryma n was not enjoying t~e same suc~ess 
in the stern a nd it was then that the cry, now fa mous m the Battalion, 
o f " Dam' you, dam' you", made us sit to a ttention with thoughts o f 
the " Warren Hastings". 

After this exciting a nd eventful d istract ion we spied a second 
rapids a nd correctly assumed we had reached War ratuck, portage 
number two. T his was nothing like as exha usting, but you can 
imagine the ho rro r of one and a ll as we rounded a be~d in the jungle 
path only to see a completely waterlogged launch ly1ng at our feet. 
M r. Austin muttered some invective a bout the genera l a ncestory of 
" po rk-knockers" a nd vanished off in to the blue followed by Will ie 
and partner. Some time elapsed before the ever resourceful M r. 
Austin paddled into sight with two small la unches. 

At half-past three we set sail fo r the last leg of our journey. 
Excitement increased as the river continued to na rrow. As fo r 
phase one, the two smaller launches were lashed together and one 
outboard moto r provided the necessary driving power. 

We had occasion to off load two " po rk-knockers" to whom we 
had graciously given a lift, onto one of the sma ll mid-stream diving 
platforms. lt is from these float ing huts that the d iamond prospecto rs 
using divers helmet a nd full equipment search the bed of the nver for 
dia monds. Having discharged our load nothing would ind uce the 
hitherto fa ultless outboard m otor to re-start. Mr. Austin beca me 
much perplexed . Forty min utes elapsed befo re sufficient courage 
was summoned up to offer the services of Cpl. Bailey. Within two 
minutes of the " Take over bid" we were speed ing on our way; three 
cheers fo r the R.E. M.E. ! At ten minutes past five we made fast in 
front of the little blue and yellow house at Tukeit. It had been 
a wonderful t rip in every way but the best was yet to come on the 
morrow. 

T hat evening we ate an admirable "all-in" stew a nd enjoyed a 
bathe in the cool and inviting river. Some two hund red yards 
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d ista nt from our bathing site, majo r rapids churned the river into a 
raging white foam. The river was a live with fish and it required fi rm 
veto from the leader of the expedi tion to prevent priceless mosqui to 
nets from being cast headlong into the depths. Fr iday 2nd August 
was the culminating day. We set o ff on foot with Willie in the van 
a nd M r. Aust in, now in his sixty-ninth year, bringing up the rea r. 
After an upwa rd cli mb of something over two hours the fa lls stood 
befo re us in breath-taking wonder. We, o f course, heard the roar 
o f the waters long befo re we saw them, but now all one's senses 
were rivetted on this staggering sight. The large proportion of our 
party were literally hypnotized by the wonder and m ajesty of what 
they saw. 

T he Ka ieteur Fa lls is some 741 feet high, compared with the 
Victo ria Falls 343 feet and N iagara 167 feet. T he Falls is the third 
highest in the world and no higher one has the majestic flow of a 
large river over it. These figures surely speak for themselves. When 
we ca me to our senses those with cameras clicked away relentlessly. 
The inevitable sinking feeling of whether o r not we had the correct 
speed of fi lm or made just the right settings on our machines showed 
itself all too pla in ly by the various facial expressions. It was impera­
tive to take away a vivid a nd living record of what we had seen. 

Having visited the la nding where parties arrive by G rumman 
Amphibian a nd passed a pleasant siesta a t the water's edge, we 
returned to the Falls fo r lunch. From its edge stretches the 15-mile 
gorge, the Potaro River has carved itself out of the G reat Brazilia n 
Plateau over the centuries. D own below d ri ft clouds of spray, en­
riching the cool grassy slopes at the foot. In and out of these 
clouds swirl swall ows a nd ma rtins- to the Amerind ia ns, the Spiri ts 
o f the Falls. 

Tt was now with one accord we all decided to descend via the 
gorge. 

We had heard some pretty lurid ta les of this a lternative route back 
to Tukeit and none of us wa nted to feel we had missed anything. 
T he decision was made known to Mr. Austin who appointed the 
ever-faithful but mute Willie to be our g uide. Mr. Austin th ought 
he wo uld return by the route up which we came. The penny did n't 
d rop as we were a ll too intoxicated with the feeling of conquest. 

We bade a cheery fa rewell to Mr. Austin a t Johnson's Look O ut. 
I f a film had been made of the next few hours it would without 
question be graded as " X" ! Will ie set off on a slight downward 
gradient ; eighteen of us fo llowed in his wa ke. Within a flash our 
guide had disapprea red as if by magic. The o ldest member of the 
party was travell ing direct ly behind Wi ll ie a nd paled visibly. A 
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small grunt drew attentio n to W illie who was gazing up at us between 
two sheer rocks some ala rming d istance below us. By hand language 
it was apparent tha t the descent had to be made by launching o ut 
into space and then catching ho ld of a thin rope-like creeper a nd let 
oneself down accordingly. Hesitatio n would have been fa ta l. The 
Company Comma nder full of no ble tho ughts made the leap. He 
had not a ppreciated that his ha nds were so mewhat moist from past 
exertio n a nd dropped like a stone out of view. It is nice to know the 
Riflemen stil l possess a n ad vanced se nse of humo ur. 

D own a nd down we cl imbed and fell until we stood at the foot o f 
the fa lls and looked up. If anything the sight was more wonderful 
than what we had previously seen. For some unknown reason we 
had al l assumed that having once reached the bo ttom of the Gorge, 
the route back to TukeiL fo llowed a jungle path along the edge of the 
river. A las! this was far from the case. 

It took a little time fo r Willie to get the message that we sho uld be 
making our way back to Tukeit. Imagine our horror as this worthy 
set o ff up a o ne in two grad ient. Th is part o f o ur o uting was, witho ut 
question, the most exha usting. lt was necessary to make repeated 
ascents a nd descents, cl imbi ng over rocks made slippery by spray. 
O nly in th is way could the freq uent re-entra nts a t right angles to the 
ma in river be negotia ted. 

At ten minutes to five we staggered in to base camp at Tukeit. 
We were welcomed by a grinning Mr. Austi n whose expression 
seemed to say: "l told yo u so". Thus ended what for a ll had been 
a t ruly wonderfu l and memorable day. An admirable evening meal 
a nd invigorating swim for so me brought the active part of Friday to a 
close. It would be o ut of place a nd indeed tedious to re la te the doings 
of our homeward t ri p. All went accord ing to plan. The outboard 
mo to r co ntinued to behave in an exempla ry fas hio n ; Mr. A usti n, 
Willie and his ch um in turn maintained their high standard of river 
c ra ft , and naviga tiona l skill. We were sorry to say good-bye to them. 

Sunday saw us o nce more back at Leonora sugar estate. Many 
trips to Ka ieteur Falls have been made since then and in al l nearly 
150 members o f the Batta lio n have seen the fall. To friends a nd 
fa milies, who long ago have been surfeited with reminiscences of the 
fa ll , let us merely say that we o pened the route. 
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THE GREEN JACKETS BRIGADE DEPOT 

STAFF LIST 

as at 1st December 1963 

Commandant & Brigade Colonel: Col. E. G. B. Davies-Scourfie ld , 
M.B.E., M.C., R.B. 

D.A.A.G. (Brigade Adjutant): Major C. A. Humphreys, M.c., 

A .f D. A.A.G.: 

Brigade Recruiting Officer 
Designate: 

Asst. Bde. Recruiting Officer: 

Depot Commanding Officer: 

Depot Adjutant: 

Quartermaster & M. T.O.: 

Paymaster: 

R.S. M.: 

S uperintending Clerk: 

R.Q.M.S.: 

Unit Pay Clerk: 

K.R.R.C. 

Lieut.-Col. A. G . D . Pa lmer, M.C. 
(Retd.), R.B. 

Lieut.-Col. T. J . Wa llis, R.B. 

2/Lieut. H. M. Redfern, R.B. 
W.O. II R. Ba lls, K.R.R .C. 

Lieut.-Col. R. R . W. W orkman, 
43rd & 52nd 

Capt. S. W. B. D ereha m, R.B. 

Maj or F. Wa kefield, M.B.E., R .B. 

Col. R. A. McGeorge (Retd.), 
R.B. 

R.S.M.F. Massingham , K.R.R .C. 

W.O. I R. S. Robbins, K. R.R .C. 

R.Q.M.S. K. Evans, K.R.R .C. 

S./Sgt. B. McRoberts, R .A.P .C. 

Headquarter Company 

Officer Commanding: Major J. R. C. Radclyffe, M.B.E., 

K.R.R.C. 

Administrative N.C.O.: C /S t W B t d K R R C . g. . ous ea , . . .. 

Junior Riflemen's Company 

Officer Commanding: Capt. C. J. Adam i, K. R.R.C. 

Subaltern: 

Bandmaster: 

C.S.M.: 

Lieut. C. H. Rance, R .B. 

W.O. l R. F. Rodgers, M.B.E. , 
A.R. C.M., K .R.R.C. 

C.S.M. J. McGrady, R.B. 
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Training Company 

Officer Commanding: 

Training Officer & 2 if c.: 

Subalt.:ms: 

C.S.M.: 

Q.M.S.I.: 

C.S. M.I .: 

R .H.Q., I Green Jackets: 

R.H. Q .. 2 Green Jackets: 

R.H.Q .. 3 Green Jackets: 

Major C. G. Wemyss, R.B. 

Capt. M. W. Festing, R.B. 

Lieut. R. H. Ker, K.R. R.C. 

Lieut. R . B. Browne-Clayton, 

K.R .R.C. 

Lieut. R. P. Hay-Drummond-
Hay, 43rcl/52nd 

Lieut. K. l. Bayley, 43rd & 52nd 

C.S. M. F. Clar ke, 43rd & 52 nd 

W.O. II A. Beasley, S.A.S.C. 

W.O. II P. Barrington , A. P.T.C. 

Lieut.-Col. .1 . G ranville (Retd.) 

Major H. P. Patterson (ReLd.) 

Bri g. R. A. T. Eve, C.B. E. (Retd.) 

Major C. J. Wilson (Retd .) 

Col. W. P. S. C urtis, O.B.E. (Retd.) 

Brig. F. Stephens, C.B. E. (Retd.) 

Attached Officers 

M.O. fi.C. Troops, Winchester: 

Dental Officer: 

Padre: 

Education Officers: 

56 

Brig. T. l. Dun, o.s.o., M.C. 

(Retd.) 

Capt. J. D. Calder, R.A. D .C. 

Rev. J . H. M. Llewellyn, M.A. , 

C.F. (T.A .) 

Capt. H. I. Rudge, R.A.E.C. 

Lieut. A. J . Clarke, R.A.E.C. 

Mr. I. D . Collin s 

DEPOT LETTER 

During the last quarter of 1962, The War Office imposed certain 
restrictions on all recruiting organisations. We reduced from two to 
one Info rmation Team and withdrew our Special Recruiter from 
South Shields. These measures have contributed to a general decline 
in figu res du ring 1963. 

However, the War Office has now produced Army Youth Teams 
as the answer to the Army's recru it ing problem. These teams, of 
wh ich the Green Jackets are producing two, one for Forest Gate and 
one for Portsmouth, a re purely for close liai son with Youth Clubs. 
We shall conti nue to operate our ownlnformation Team in a ll Green 
Jacket Areas. 

The glamou r of all three regiments abroad does not make up fo r 
the faci lities f rom which it is possible to draw when there is one 
regiment in E ngland. The Depot can on ly supply limited assistance 
and th is has been put to use at the usual Carnivals, Exhibitions, 
Youth Club visi ts a nd "At H omes" th roughout the year. 

Other Brigades still recruit by individual regiments a nd a lthough 
competition fo r recruits is far keener, Green Jackets continue to be 
envied for their compa ratively high figures. At least forty recruits 
per month are needed to build up to and maintain the Green 
Jackets at the establishment level. On average only 30 per month 
have been recrui ted during this year so we will be a long way sho rt 
of last year's total of 550, recruited from civilian life. 

Training Company 

Trai ni ng Company continues its no rmal hectic and exh ilarating 
cycle of events, despite this d rop in numbers- the weeks seem all 
too sho rt. Grahame Wemyss took over from John Hanscombe at 
the begin ning of the year, a nd Michael Festing relieved John Foley 
as Training Officer, a nd they have recently carried out a mammoth 
re-organisation of the training programme which would have taxed 
the resources of the computer at nearby Worthy Down ! Considering 
th is, plus the a mazing results of the Aldershot District and Bisley 
meetings which are shewn below, and the thousand a nd one problems 
with which they are faced daily, it speaks volumes for the staff's 
attitude towards the job in hand when they say that they have 
" noth ing much of interest to report this year !" 

Other changes in the personnel of the Company include the 
departures of Coli n Harrison to the Army Air Corps, Michael 
Swa nn to civilian li fe, a nd Damer Colville and Simon Theobalds 
at the end of their to urs of duty. 
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Junior Riflemen's Company 

The strength of the Company now sta nds at a ro und the hundred 
mark instead of the estab lishment o f sixty, without, it is regretted, 
a co rresponding increase in staff. Tn spi te of th is, however, the 
Company continues to flo urish as never before. This has been due in 
great measure to the leadership a nd enthusiasm of Bria n 
Ba lls, 43rd & 52nd, who has now left for Uganda, and carried o n 
by Christopher Adami. Adventure Training a nd the Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award Scheme are proving highly po pular, a nd expedi­
tions a nd initiative exercises are the order of the day. The boys 
acquitted themselves well o n exercises in South Wales during the 
worst of last winter's freeze-up, a nd are now preparing to attack 
Snowdon, while Christopher Adami will be taking a small party to 
Swi tzerland immediately after Christmas. Junior Ba ndsman Morton 
was selected to go on a n Army Expedition in Norway du ring the 
summer, being the on ly boy fro m a ny Brigade Depot chosen to take 
part. Also during the summer a most enjoyable fortnight was spent 
in camp at Penhale, Cornwall , in spite of inclement weather. The 
Band & Bugles, under Band master R. F. Rodgers a nd B./ M. J. E. 
Collins created a great impressio n on the other units in camp, as 
they have done througho ut the year a t various functio ns, which 
this year included Bristol Army Week in September. 

In the educational field , this has been the most successful year in 
the histo ry of the Company. Very few boys leave witho ut a n 
Intermediate Test Certifica te, and quite a few are now o btaining 
passes in the Senior Test. A wide variety of hobbies was int roduced 
this year, and in June J unior Bandsmen Barker a nd Cull gained first 
p rizes in Marquetry a nd Photography in the Army Arts & Crafts 
Exhibiti on at Earl's Co urt. On the sports field the Compa ny faces 
stiff opposition from the la rger Junio r Leaders U nits and Apprentice 
Schoo ls, but the teams manage to ho ld their own, a nd a t least a ll the 
boys get a cha nce to play football , rugby, hockey o r to swim every 
week. A very small boxi ng team, tra ined by C.S.M. McGrady, was 
extremely successful in the Army Junior Sold iers Wings cha mpio n­
ships, I. fBgr. Baverstock winning in his weight a nd J./ Rfn. Seasman 
reaching the fina l in his. 

A ltogether this has been a happy and successfu l year a nd we look 
forward to 1964 with confidence. 

Shooting 

In 1962 the D epot a lmost swept the board at the District Sma ll 
Arms M eeting in May. This year the results were even better as 
19 Cups were won (an a ll-ti me record) a nd the Mino r Unit Cup 
was won for the th ird year in succession. 
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Bisley 1963 

Details are as follows: 

(a) Army Championship (628 entries): 

1st Cpl. Notley (winner of Queen's Medal, the A.R.A. 
Gold Jewel and the Manchester Regiment Cup). 

4th B./ M. R awlings 

8th Major Wemyss 

14th C.S.M. Young 

35th Cpl. White 

46th C.S.M. Clarke 

(b) The Worcester and Lindley Cup: 

1st Cpl. Notley and Cpl. White 

2nd B.fM . Rawlings and C.S.M. Young 

(c) The S taff and Schools Match: 

l st 

(d) The Minor Units Cup (R .A.S .C. Cup): 

1st (th ird year running) 

Sergeants' Mess 

The Sergeants' Mess goes from strength to strength , and during 
the year has entertai ned several visiting personalities including three 
Chelsea Pensioners during Green Jacket Week. The Corporals 
were played at football and cricket ; the football we lost, but managed 
to ho ld our own at cricket. We managed to beat the Officers at 
football , despite some rather tricky tackles by the Adjutant, but at 
cricket we were well beaten. Socially, the annual Derby Day outing 
was a great success, but it would be best to draw a veil over the 
fi nancial side! 

We are looking forwa rd to our new quarters in Upper Barracks 
and no doubt when we eventually move in our social life will become 
much more hectic. 

Corporals' Mess 

Towards the end of 1962 the Corpora ls' Mess was r unning short 
of funds a nd it was decided to run Bingo evenings in the Dining 
Hall once a fortnight for the Depot. But as usua l we came up against 
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the old snag of how to get the families from Winchester to Bush field, 
and a lthough the even ings were quite a success in themselves they 
had to be discontinued th rough lack of support. 

We planned to see the New Year in with a Grand Dance to be 
held in the Gym. This had to be cancelled at the last moment 
owing to the inclement weather and the fact that the Gym was 
flooded ! I t was not until 3rd April that the dance was finally held, 
to which we invited the Officers, Sergeants and a party of W.R.A.C. 
from Worthy Down. Although the dance came to a "smashing" end 
l think we can venture to say that a "good time was had by a ll". 

Duri ng March we issued challenges to the Officers and Sergeants 
at football, and although a great deal of " nobbling" was ca rried out 
on al l sides we think the scores shou ld remain unprin ted. In the 
summer, return challenges at cricket were accepted but once more 
we were soundly defeated . 

To end the year we played a number of local pubs at darts, both 
in the Mess and away, and this has helped to swell ou r funds ready 
for the move back to Upper Ba rracks. 

At the end of October we were sorry to say goodbye to Capt. 
M. F. H. Scrase-Dickins who had done so much for us during his 
tour at the Depot. 

Depot 

This year we said a rather sad farewell to ou r Commanding 
Officer, Quarte rmaster, and Adjutant, all withi n a few weeks. 
Lieut.-Col. " Phi l" Pardoe wi ll sho rtly be leaving fo r Wash in gton, 
Majo r Harry Edwards has " retired" to live and work in Winchester, 
a nd Capt. Mark Scrase-Dickins is en route for Malaysia . We can 
only tha nk them for the great work they did here and wish them well 
in their new tasks. 

rn conclusion, we are glad to an nounce that work at Upper 
Barracks is proceeding a pace. It would be reckless to make a ny 
forecasts as to the date of moving-in; we understand that the 
a rchitect, contractor, and the "man-on-the-spot" have all made 
their predictions on the completion date-all different ! And the 
weather man may well have the last word. However, we think we 
can say with a fair amount of confidence that we shall be "in" before 
the next issue of the Chronicle appea rs ! 
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Q UEEN'S ROYAL RIFLES (T.A.) 

Honorary Colonel : 

The Rt. Hon. Richard Wood, M. P. 

Roll of Officers and Warrant Officers 
31st October 1963: 

Lt.-Col. K. N. Loudo un-Shand, T.D. 

Major The Viscount Eden 
Major J . H. Hanscombe, M.B. E. 

Major P. D. C. Richards, B.E.M. 

Major J. J. N. Wyatt 
Maj or R. J . Scott 
Capt. R. F. Somerset 
Capt. M.A. C. D rummond 
Capt. The Hon. J . P. F. S. Grenfell 
Capt. A. S. Templeton 
Ca pt. D. A. H. Bedda rd 
Capt. D. C. Pitman 
Capt. A. J. T. Eve 

Lieut. G. H. Nicolson 
Lieut. J. W. Hayter 
Lieut. D. M. Brind le-Wood-

Will iams 
Lieut. A. C. N. Brahd 
Lieut. T he Hon. J. F. Byng 
Lieut. G . E. Pa ttie 
Lieut. M.G. Bodi n 
Lieut. I. S. Burge 
Lieut. The Hon. M. C. W. J. 

Baird 
Lieut. J. R. L. White 
Lieut. R. A. Daniell 
Lieut. W. M. C. Prideaux 

Attached Officers: 

Capt. M. J. Calvert Capt. C. R. Wi llson-Pepper 
(Adjutant) (Doctor) 

Major L. P. Grout Capt. The Rev. G. Fox, M.C., T.D. 

(Quartermaster) (Padre) 
Capt. R. Y. Frost Lieut. J . P. G rove 

(Paymaster) (4/5 Leics.) 
Attached to H .Q. 56 (Lon.) Inf. Bde. 

Major J. R. Trustram-Eve Major T. J. Crawford , M.B.E. 
(Sydney University Regiment) 

Warrant Officers : 

W.O. 1 H. Hitchcock (Bandmaster until September 1963). 
Succeeded by W.O. 1 Y. Chudley 

R.Q.M.S. Perry (R.Q.M.S. until October 1963). 
Succeeded by R.Q.M.S. G. Moss 

W.O. II F. Purdom (W.O. Buckingham Gate). 
Succeeded by W.O. li D. Stephenson 

O.R.Q.M.S. Wood man C.S.M . E. Harris (H.Q. Coy.) 
WO H G. Hallett (WT. W.O.) C.S.M. C. Alderton ('A' Coy.) 
W.O. If J. M adden (Assista nt C.S.M . D. Napier (' B' Coy.) 

Regimenta l Secretary) C.S . M. F. Bishop ('C' Coy.) 
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P.S.I .s Attached: 

W.O. L (R.S. M.) L. Jones WO ll J . Lennox (succeeded by 
(until August 1963) W.O. lJ H. J . But ler) 

W.O. 1 (R.S.M.) R. J. Cla rke W.O. 11 L. Airey 
Sgt. R. Fowler, Sgt. I. Dykes, Sgt. D. Smith 

Looking back over the last year three particular achievements 
stand out. The first was a highly successful an nual Cam p. Mi litary 
training the year before had bee n interrupted by o ur Civil Defence 
comm itment, including spending our annual Camp on Civil Defence 
trainining. T his, with the la rge turnover of Riflemen we have, 
meant that fieldcraft, section drills a nd, particularly, large scale 
Company and Battalion manoeuvres were novelties to a la rge per­
centage of the Regiment. Our Brigadier set a test exe rcise for each 
unit in his Brigade, and was genera lly pleased with the high standard 
we reached, but, in particula r, with the Juni or Leadership and field­
craft. 

The second achievement was a n imaginat ive idea. Jt involved a 
trip by our Ever-Readies to North Africa, where they were the guests 
of the Regu la r Battalion in exercise " Sandstorm". The difficult ies 
at the start of the plan seemed insuperable; a ll were overcome. 
The result was an enjoyable fortnight, excellent train ing value for 
the Ever-Read ies Platoon, and a fi rst class recruiting gimmick in 
that these were the fi rst Ever-Readies to train a broad. The Regular 
Battalion assisted greatly wi th the arrangements, were excellent 
hosts to our Platoo n in Africa, in fact made the whole venture not 
only possible but fun. 

T he thi rd ach ievement of the year was some high ly satisfactory 
shooting results. Major Gordon Richards wi th some new and yo ung 
ta lent managed once again to trai n a fi rst-class team, which ended 
the season by spectacular results at the London & Middlesex 
Coun ties Meeting; more of this anon. 

Annual Camp 

We returned this year to Thetford and the Stanford Training 
Area. Ou r second visit to this area in three yea rs was generally 
voted a success. In 1961 we were in tents and ca ught some miserable 
weather, this year we were in huts at East Wretham and, although we 
caught some ra in, on the whole we were lucky. Stanfo rd P.T.A. is 
becoming quite a favo urite with the Regiment, part icularly as it 
a ffords such excell ent tra ining facili ties, in comparison with the other 
places available to the T.A. 
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Besides the intensive training, there were the normal social 
activities. O n the middle week-end, many fami lies came down by 
coach from London. Major Leslie Grout, our Quartermaster, 
together with Lieut. John Hayter organised a n entertaining day. 
There were games for the children, sack races, egg and spoon races, 
cricket and soccer. Of course, too, a ll bars were open and plentiful 
food was provided. Tt was yet another occasion on which to con­
gratulate our excellent Quartermaster. 

In the Officers' Mess we had a dinner night on the fi rst Friday. 
It was a memorable occasion bo th because of the number of past 
officers present and a lso beca use our P.M.C. Stephen Gibbs, at his 
last camp with T.A. , made it a perfect eveni ng. Our H onorary 
Colonel took the chair, a nd the guests included our Brigad ier, the 
Comma nding Officers o f the London Scottish, the London I rish 
and the 5th Middlesex. A distinguished guest was Col. Vic Turner, 
V.C. Amongst the past Comma nding Officers, Cols. Butterwick, 
Gregory, Earle, Knight, Johnson and Max-Muller made a fo rmidable 
gathering. Also present were Majors Bowden, Hills, Kidner, Le 
Coq, Lloyd and Messrs. Glazier, Nicolson and Watney. The food 
matched the occasion. It was a great party. 

The following morning the Battalion paraded and was inspected 
by the Honorary Colonel. We were dressed in battle o rder with 
command vehicles on parade. Foll owing the inspection we marched 
past the H onora ry Colonel, lead by 'A' Company comma nded by 
Major Richard Scott, a nd followed by the vehicles drive past. The 
Band a nd bugles played and, considering the small a mount of 
practice we had, all went well. The past Com manding Officers were, 
on the whole, complimentary. 

Driving back to Lond on on the fi nal morning of camp, it was the 
fi rst Saturday in July, the roads were crowded and the weather 
appall ing. Despite the depressing conditions, we looked back on 
two weeks well spent and wi th the knowledge that the unit was once 
again a well-trai ned infa ntry regiment. 

Shooting 

The shooting team has continued to suffer by the loss of experienced 
top class shots: in the last year Sgt. Capel and Cpl. Thomson have 
both left us after ma ny years of good a nd faithful service but, 
fo rtunately, Cpl. Everitt has returned to the fold and this year' s 
young so ldiers have given us the best prospects o f the last ten years­
always provided they don't emigrate, move away or joi n the Regular 
Army as so many good prospects in the past have done. 
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Divisional Meeting 

For the second year m succession we wo n the Major Units 
Championship. The on ly individual star who twin kled at all 
brightly was ou r P.S. I. , C.S. M. Ai rey, but other individual successes 
came from Sgt. Witts, Cpl. Charkham and Rfn. Brady and Gil bert. 

1 n the seven team events we fi nished with four I st, one 2nd, one 
3rd and one 5th, a gratifying result still leaving us room for improve­
ment next year! 

Once again we were then faced with the prospect of laying aside 
our S. L.R. 8s and going back to No. 4s for the Central Meeting. 
The most practice anyone cou ld get was two days, and so we did not 
anticipate great doings, and events proved us right! 

At the T.A.R.A. Central Meeting, Sgt. Witts once more hit form 
and won the Green Jackets Cup, while C.S. M. Ai rey won the 
Regular and Territorial Armies Cup. Sgt. Witts was selected to 
represen t the T.A. by shooting in the T.A. Rifle VUT, and we had a 
great success by the selection of Sgt. Isaacs, Sgt. Witts and Rfn. 
Brady to shoot for the T.A. in the S. M.G. VIII, with Rfn. Robertson 
and Smellie as the two selected reserves. As all these last three were 
Young Soldiers attending their first Central Meeting, this was a 
particularly good achievement on their part. 

In the London and Middlesex Meeting we again started bad ly but 
gradually improved. Sgt. Witts won the Elizabethan Bowl with 
Cpl. Everett 4th and we won the Parnell Cup and also the Middlesex 
Cup (the Team Shoot). Our Young Soldiers, particula rly Rfn. 
Gilbert, 'Brady, Hutchins and Robertson did extremely well , while 
Sgt. Witts won and Sgt. Isaacs was runner-up in the lndividual Sub­
Machine Gun Match. Finally we won the Small Arms Efficiency 
Trophy. 

Recruiting 

Every six months we are now holding a recruiting drive. This is 
proving va luable in keeping our name in the public eye and also for 
producing the occasiona l recrui t. The best recru it though remai ns a 
Green Jacket or a friend of the satisfied Riflema n. The overa ll total 
contin ues to increase and we hope to ra ise our numbers from 330 
to 400 before the next Chronicle. 

Band and Bugles 

We have once again changed ou r Bandmaster, Mr. Hitchcock, 
and also are losing the Band Sergeant, Sgt. Sandoe, who has moved 
out of London. Both have given excellent service to the Q.R.R. 
and will be much missed. The Bandmaster has been succeeded by 
Mr. Chudley, who came to us on the recommendation of Captain 
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Jeanes. There are encouragi ng signs of improvement within the 
band and we hope soon to be able to undertake ou tside engagements 
again. At the time of writing we are liai sing with the Bandmaster 
of the K. R. R. C., and he is giving us considerable help. 

The ~ugl e section continues to be active and the Bugle Major, 
Sgt. Elhot, was recently given well deserved promotion to Colour­
Sergeant. 

Parachuting 

Our Parachute Club, under Major Roy Eve, ably assisted by 
Capt. Val West, has continued to flou rish, train ing at Buckingham 
Gate every Tuesday evening and jumping most week-ends. Whilst 
train ing their own replacements for the regular instructors a t the 
Depot last year, they have based most of their jumping at the Schoo l 
at Kidlington, Oxford, which is run by three ex-membe1 s of the 
43rd/ 52nd. 

L/Cpl. Caygill demorlSi ra ting the perfect free fa ll posi tion 1,500 f t. nbove Thruxton a irport. 

Pursuing their policy of being friendly with the natives, L/Cpl. 
M. Cay~ill literally dropped in to t~a there one Sunday, landing on 
a counc1l house roof! No less surpnsed was a farmer findi ng Rfn. T. 
Silber in a tree, engrossed in practising so me aerobatics, he had 
fai led to notice a change of wi nd ! 

The club ran a course at Thruxton, Andover, in September. 
Originally intended only for themselves, it achieved " War Office" 
status when abo ut 40 attended from units as varied as the Parachute 
Regt. , The R. H.A. and the Marines, as well as fi ve from the Depot. 
ft was such a success that the War Office plan to run similar cou rses 
next year ; perhaps this success was helped by the presence of 
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Major Peter Welsh with a vast chute specia lly acquired fro m the 
ma nufactu rers! 

In two seasons 28 members of the Club have now jumped and 
have made a bo ut 160 descents between them. We boast that we 
a re still the only T.A. regiment with an active club a nd that the Green 
Jackets have the o nly no n-a irborne forces club jumping in the 
country. 

Cpl. Bowden leads the canoes up the Ken net and A von canal during Ex·Combine Patrol. 

Remembrance Sunday 1963 
Fo llowing sho rtly after the Officers' Annual Dinner ca me 

Remembrance Day. 1t needs a specia l mentio n this year as an 
occasio n o n which the Regiment played host at a ll levels to the 
O ld Co mrades, a nd a successful day was arranged fo r a ll. 

In the morning we were represented at Somerset House, by ou r 
C.O. a nd Mrs. Lo udo un-Shand. The retired members o f the 
Civil Service Rifles were o ut in force, a nd much a pprecia ted the 
music o f the combined ba nds o f the Regula r Battalion and Queen's 
Royal Rifles under the leadership o f Bandmaster Swannick. ~apt. 
the Ho n. Julian Grenfell la id the wreaths on behalf o f the Reg1ment 
a t the ceremo ny a t Buckingham Gate, where Col. Dick Knight 
p resided o n behalf of the Queen's Westminster Ri.ftes. ~ere two 
Regula r buglers were part icularly commended on the1r playmg o f the 
Last Post. We were also represented by a bugler a t Mount Pleasant, 
an interesting association with the Post Office Rifles. 

ln the a fternoon, the Regiment with a contingent from the Cadets 
a nd with the combined bands paraded and were inspected by the 
Honora ry Colo nel. He also presented the Territo rial E ffic iency 
Meda l to R.Q.M.S. Moss and Ba ndsma n Mo rton. T he parade 
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then ma rched to Church. St. G eorges, Hanover Square was com­
ple tely fi lled and the large congregation was a fi tting tribute to the 
service. T he Rev. W. M. Atkins, the Rector o f St. G eorges presided . 
Bishop Montgomery Campbell preached a fi rst-class sermon ; o ur 
cha plain, The Rev. George F ox cond ucted the service, a nd an old 
friend o f the Q .V. R .'s, The R ev. G . H. Woolley, V.C. , read the 
prayers. After the service the parade reformed and o n its return 
marched past the Ho no rary Co lo nel. Tea was provided for a ll at 
the Regimenta l Headq uarters, and the band of the Q. R. R. played in 
the D ril l Ha ll. It was a memora ble day. 

Officers' Mess 

The a nnual d inner for past and present members of Q ueen's 
Roya l Rifles took p lace o n 7th N ovember 1963 at the Haberdashers 
Hal l. Eighty-eight officers were present, and the livery company's 
ha ll, once again kind ly lent by the H a berdashers, made a superb 
setting. 

The Ho no rary Colo nel presided and gave the toast of the Regi­
ment; Col. Kei th replied. Both speeches were excellent a nd short, 
a nd added to the tone of the occasion. Majo r-Gen. R. A. Fyffe was 
guest of honour ; there were also present the Master a nd Clerk of the 
Haberdashers a nd the Assistant Clerk of the G o ldsmiths. Brigadiers 
Weldon (Secretary of the Co unty of Lo ndon T . & A.F. A.) a nd 
G. A. White, o ur Brigade Commander, were two mo re welcome 
guests. Lt.-Col. Riley Workman ca me to represent the Depo t, and 
Lt.-Col. H a rry Huntsma n came as Comma nding Officer of the 
L.R.B./ R. ; we were very pleased to have them both wi th us on this 
occasion . 

Sergeants' Mess 

The fi rst social of 1963 was held at Buckingha m G ate in January. 
Despite a ppall ing weather cond itions, a bo ut 50 stalwarts turned up, 
and enjoyed the buffe t , tombola and a " twist" session. 

We were glad to welcome a pa rty from the Sergeants' Mess of the 
I st 60th at o ur Annua l Ba ll in April. P resentations were made to 
Sgts. Gran by a nd Yeatman. A Stag Pa rty held a t Buckingham Gate 
in May attracted a fair number of servi ng a nd retired members, 
who enjoyed C.S. M . P urdom's " Southend" buffet. 

At the beginning of cam p, C.S.M. A lderton succeeded C.S. M. 
M oss as Mess President, and was immediately faced with the difficult 
task o f trying to fit the no rmal socia l occasio ns into a very full 
tra ining progra mme. However, we ma naged to entertain the 
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Officers, the Sergeants of other units in ca mp near us, a nd. the 
Corporals' C lub and were in turn entertained by them. On Fnday 
28th June we had the pleasure of the company of the H onora ry 
Colonel and his lady as our guests for tea. On Sunday afternoon 
we cha llenged the officers to a cricket match: in spite of the "pitch" 
(a weed-covered fie ld which had apparently been ploughed some 
months before); an over-generous indulgence in liquid refreshm~nt 
and considerable barracking by the spectators, we managed to wm. 
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1st CADET BATTALION 

THE KING'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS 

Battle Honour: 

South Africa 1900- 1902 

Honorary Colonel: 

Colonel R. G. H. Sutton, O.I3.E. 

Officers: 

Lieut.-Col. G . R. B. Hanson 
Capt. J. H. L. Burke 
Lieut. J. Ho lland 
Lieut. A. Holland 
Lieut. H. Maxim 
Lieut. F. Cox 
Lieut. A. Denehan 
Capt. P. W. Bell (S.E. Area, 

A.C.F. Staff) 

Activities of the Battalion 

Adult Warrant Officers: 

W.O. f R. S. M. A. Edmed 
W.O. J R.S.M . W. Smeeton 
W.O. II R.Q.M .S. J. McCormack, 

B.E.M. 

W.O. II C.S.M . D. Scott 
W.O. ll J. Warner 
W.O. 1 l G. Westlake 
W.O. J l G. Ho lt 
C. fSgt. A. O ' Donogh ue 

The year has been an interesting one and a ll three Companies have 
found many things to do. The total strength is rather down o n last 
year despite the efforts of Companies to reta in their Cadets. The 
problem is one of keeping the older Cadet to whom it is not possible 
to give promotio n due to the small structure of the unit whi lst the 
many attractio ns o ffered to youth these days unsettles the less­
conscient ious o nes ra ther early in their service. The genera l standard 
is quite good, however, a nd with the hard efforts of company 
officers and W.O.s the coming year will most likely see a co nsiderable 
improvement. 

Ch ristmas 1962 saw a farewell from active command of Newby­
Vincent. For some twenty years he gave much devoted service to 
'C' Company a nd gained from this a great deal of success. H e served 
with both 1st and 2nd Cadet Batta li ons K.R.R.C. and it was his 
Company under the direction of CoL Sutton that pioneered the 
Duke of Edinburgh's Award Scheme in the County of London 
A.C.F. Six gold awards were gained as the resu lts of these efforts. 

The departure of Stan ley Jo hnson to take up a Staff Appointment 
with the newly-formed Trinidad & Tobago Group was a sad loss. 
He has served with the I st 'C' Battalion since 1951 and was well­
known for his tra ining enthusiasm a nd the zea l with which he 
coached successful Battalion Shooting Teams. 
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To joi n us comes C ./Sgt. O' Donoghue of'A' Coy. He joined some 
six years ago as a Cadet Rifleman a nd has served fai thfully ever since. 
He wi ll be of great value to 'A' Coy. who hope to have a nother 
officer join them in the near future. 

C.S.M. Wally Smeeton for so lo ng the mainstay of 'C ' Coy. has 
been appo inted N.W. Area R.S. M., a promotion to W.O. I which 
has been well earned. 

O nce again a ll th ree Compa nies held successful Company Dinners, 
Parties a nd Prize Distributions. The standard of display given was 
in ma ny cases very high a nd it was quite obvious that both Cadets 
a nd their parents tho ro ughly enjoyed a ll that too k place. 'C' Coy. 
wisely enlisted the assista nce of the Regi ment's Recruiting Display 
Stand a nd the ass istance of Sgt. Hughes who gives much time a nd 
help wherever he can. The Annual Remembra nce Parade of Queen's 
Royal Rifles was well attended and we have continued to receive 
a great deal o f help from them in all directio ns. 

Easter brought an unusual treat for Cadets in that they were a ble 
to spend Easter trai ning with 2nd G reen Jackets K.R. R.C. a t 
Colchester. Some sixty Rifleman Cadets went down with Lieuts. 
Cox and Denehan a nd enjoyed three days of excellent training with 
a good deal of regular instructio n. A number of old friendships were 
renewed wi th ex-Cadets now serving. 

Col. Sir Thomas Roberts, Co mma nda nt o f the County of Lo ndo n 
A.C.F. Contingent relinquished command in October this year and 
was succeeded by Col. A. E. Ricketts the second Commandant to 
rise fro m Cadet to Commanda nt. Lieut.-Col. G. Hanson becomes 
Deputy Co mmanda nt a nd Major J . Cha mbers becomes A./Comdt. 
and is promoted to Lieut.-Co lonel. 

Training 

Adventure a nd bi vo uac training has continued thro ughout the 
year in a ll three Compa nies and a number o f quite arduous week­
ends have been held. Eq uipment bo ught from Batta lion a nd Com­
pany fund s has proved very useful on these occasions and a number 
of Riflema n Cadets have purchased their own Combat Suits, which 
speaks well for their keenness. Leith Hill , Cobham a nd Hawley 
are still quite favourite a reas tho ugh Salisbury Plain still claims its 
ad mirers. 

Annual tra ining was again divided into two parts. The last week 
in July was spent at Winchester where the weather was kind . Here a 
good deal of sound elementary training was done and the usual 
competitio ns held. In a ll some forty Cadets attended a nd we are 
once again indebted to the Depot Staff for their willing assista nce. 
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Annual Competitio ns 

Company Efficiency Cup: 
N.C.O.s Efficiency Cup: 

Runner-up: 
Kessel Cup: 

Indi vidual Efficiency and 

' B' Coy. 
L./Cpl. Mousette ('A' Coy.) 
Cpl. Terry (' B' Coy.) 

Tu rn Out: Rfn. Fitzgerald ('B' Coy.) 
Runner-up: Rfn. Tyson 

Inter-Company Sports Cup: ' B' Coy. 

' B' Coy. a lso led in the Inter-Company Assault Course Competition, 
the Potted Sports and the Football. 

'B' and 'C' Coys. a ttended the County Cadet Camp at Plas ter­
down fo r the middle two weeks of August. The weather was quite 
appalling and most days saw us soaked to the skin. However, good 
d rying facilities and generally comfo rtable quarters worked wonders 
and much training was done. Col. Chris. Gregory helped with the 
.303 Shooting and despite the weather the whole camp could be 
considered a success. 

Shooting 

This has not been a very successful shooti ng year. None of the 
Companies was highly placed in the County .22 Shoot, ' B' Coy. 
gaining fourth place. The answer is most likely to be found in the 
lack of coaches since it is quite impossible for the very few officers 
to meet a ll the ma ny requirements of a young Cadet Compa ny. All 
Cadets entered fo r Certi ficate 'A' Pa rt L must o f necessity qualify on 
the miniature ra nge but the large number of other activities claim 
attenti on afterwards with the res ul t that it is most difficult to form 
a G reen Jacket Cadet Team. The County of London A.C. F. 
Contingent entered three teams for the Natio nal Cadet Weekend. 
These came from the Oratory Cadet Corps, The London Scottish 
Cadet Company and 1st Cadet Battalion K.R .R.C. Five Cadet 
Hundreds were gained by the Oratory and the Lo ndon Scottish. 
The Oratory also gained the Frankfurt Cha llenge Shield. This 
remarkable achievement is undoubtedly the result of intense con­
cent ra tio n o n the .22 a nd .303 ra nge together with the fact the team 
has been in existence for a couple of years. However, strenuo us 
efforts will be made to remedy our demise in the coming year. 

Certificate 'A' Results 
Out of a total of 7 L Cadets on strength througho ut the year, 

LL gained Certificate 'A' Part I ; six gained Certificate 'A' Part If. 
Four Cadets enlisted in to the regular army thro ugh the Jun ior 
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Leaders U nits, of these two a re destined fo r the 2nd Green Jackets. 
Three members have joined Q .R.R. Th is means that a pprox imately 
10 per cent. of the unit as a who le a re enlisting in e ither the Regular 
or the Territoria l Army. 

General Interest 

1t was interesting to note the comments abo ut Stephen Di mmer in 
the last issue of the Chronicle. Stephen Dimmer fi rst donned 
unifo rm as a member o f 1st Cadet Batta lio n K.R .R.C. a nd it was 
perhaps fro m these days that his g reat love fo r the Regiment 
emanated. T he bugle he presented still remains as one o f o ur most 
cherished possessions. 

In conclusio n, our thanks go o nce agai n to the many helping 
ha nd-ups we have received th ro ugho ut the year bo th fro m the 
2nd G reen Jackets, the Depot a nd the Queen's Royal Rifles. 
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1st BATTALION 2nd K.E.O. GOORKHAS 
(The Sirmoor Rifles) 

Commandant: Lieut.-Col. J . B. Clements, M.B.E. , M.C. 

Last year's account was of a busy year of peace-time soldiering. 
This yea r, fo r the fi rst t ime since 1958, saw the Battalion in the field 
once more. 

At two o'clock o n the morning of 8th December 1962 the 
Battal io n was warned to m ove to Brunei on internal security duties. 
No p revious warni ng had been given a nd the Batta lio n was lead ing 
a no rmal peace-time li fe. Despite this, 'C' a nd ' D', the firs t two 
Companies, with a small headq uarte rs under the second-in-command 
left barracks at half-past ten. T hey were fl own to Brunei where they 
a rrived that night as the advanced guard of the British force. 

During the n ight 'C' Coy. was sent to Seria, 70 miles away, to 
re lieve hostages reported to be held by the rebels. The Company 
was ambushed at T utong and suffered eight casualt ies. As a result 
of the ni ght's action a nd the recaptu re o f the town afte r dayl ight, 
seven rebels were killed and 100 rebel suspects were captured . 

At th ree o'clock o n the morn ing of 9th December some curfew 
breakers were seen in Bru nei town. A patrol under Lieut. D. E. 
Stephens was sent out to investigate a nd was heavily am bushed in 
doing so. T he patrol com mander a nd a Corporal late r died of 
wounds and there were II casua lties to our own t roops. From later 
interrogation of rebel p risoners, it was learnt that the so-called 
cu rfew breakers were part of the advanced guard of a force which 
was to have attacked the P o lice Station. Lieut. Stephens was a 
National Service recruit with the K.R.R.C. at Winchester d uring 
1957. After completing his Natio nal Service he was with the 
Queen's Westm inste r Rifles unt il he rejoined 2nd Goorkhas as a 
R egular officer in 1960. His loss was deeply felt by all ranks. 

Fro m then o n o perations were va ried. 'A' and 'C' Coys. ca rried 
out cordon a nd search operations on native villages while 'B' and 
' D ' Coys. patrolled and ambushed tracks in the jungle. H.Q. Coy. 
held Brunei town. We had the humdrum though necessary task of 
g ua rding the R esidency, the G eneral, and the Su ltan. T he Colonel 
d irected " O p. Cherrygirl", a cordon a nd search of a native village, 
bu ilt on sti lts, in the midd le of the Brunei rive r, from the bridge of 
a minesweeper. The Adjutant took the Sultan to church. The 
second-in-command com ma nded an assault landing on the M uara 
beaches from a derelict car ferry rejoicing under the name of H.M.S. 
H iggins, with the A rmourer Sergeant on an L. M.G. as a longstop in 
a Customs la unch. 

75 

Digitized 
by 

RCM 
Collection



During the period 14th to 19th January 1963 the worst flooJ 
ever k nown in the Borneo terri tories occurred. ' D ' Coy., a lo ne, was 
respo nsible for saving about 600 !ba ns o n the Mebanit River. For 
his actio n during the floods M ajo r Watterton, the Com pany Com­
mander, was awarded the Royal Huma ne Society's Bronze Medal. 

The Battalion returned to Singapore by air a nd sea in early 
February 1963. 

The following awards were received by officers a nd men o f the 
Regiment during the Brunei operations: 

M.C. Capt. F. A. Lea; 
M.M. Cpl. Sombahadur Thapa ; 
M.I.D. Lieut.-Col. H. G. W. Shakespear, M.C. 

Major J. A. Lloyd-Willia ms, M.c. 

Then foll owed a period o f intensive training to take advantage o f 
the lessons learned in Brunei and to catch up on normal peace-time 
ro utine : Classification, Physical Efficiency tests, Ed ucation, a nd the 
like. 

Col. Shakespear relinquished command of the Batta lio n in April 
1963 and his p lace was taken by Lieut.-Col. Clements. 

On the shooting side, the Batta lio n ma naged to ma intain its 
reputation, being champion unit o f 17 Gurkha Division for the 
second year running and winning the Singapore Base D istrict 
Competitio n. 

In the football world, we won the Nepal Cup, beating 2/ 10 P.M.O. 
Gurkha Rifles 1- 0 in the final. T wo of o ur boxers reached the finals 
in the Brigade o f Gurkhas Individual Boxing Cha mpionshi ps 1963, 
and became lightweight and featherweight champions. 

We were warned to be ready to move to Sarawak in September 
1963, o n operations once more. At the same t ime, we were placed 
at short no tice to move in an emergency. Sure eno ugh, in the midd le 
of August the call came and by 23rd August the whole Battalio n 
had moved to the 3rd Division of Sarawak, Batta li on headquarters 
being located at Sibu. 

Battalion headquarters was almost immediately involved in 
helping the Police to maintain order in Sibu during the visit of the 
U.N. Malaysia Fact-Finding Missio n. 

The first brush with the Indonesians came at the beginning o f 
September. 

On 3 1st August the Penghulu of a Longhouse near Song reported 
that a ba nd of enemy had come to his lo nghouse asking for a place 
to hide. Having directed them up the Angkuah River the P enghulu 
reported to Tactical Headquarters at Song and things started. Two 
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platoons already in the area were put into ambush positions up river, 
and Moleforce started o n the trai l of the ba nd wh ich turned o ut to be 
the o ne that had killed Lieut. Hugh Wallace o f 2/6 Gurkha Rifles. 
First contact was made at a bout o ne o'clock on 2nd September when 
a gro up of enemy saw our leading platoon moving up the river bed. 
In the ensuing fire fight one enemy was killed at a range of 400 yards, 
a nd a number of weapons, documents and packs were recovered. 
Shortly afterwards a 'C' Coy. p latoon under Lieut. La litbahadur 
caught up with a section o f enemy in very th ick seconda ry jungle o n 
a steep slope. The call to surrender was answered by fire which 
wounded a Riflema n, whereupon, in extremely difficult country, the 
platoon attacked a nd ki lled five m ore enemy. That evening 845 
Squadron R oyal Navy evacuated the wounded Rifleman by 
helicopter. 

The fo llowing morning Capt. A itasing, Command ing 'D ' Coy., 
ki lled the "bearded leader" of the gang and one other, with a Bren 
gun, when they walked into his ambush position. 

On 4th September one of the 'D ' Coy. platoons in the original 
ambush positions o n the Angkuah River captured another enemy 
a rmed with a rifle, and on 5th September an lban from a nearby 
longhouse went to work with shotgun a nd parang to kill yet a nother. 
A further very tired raider was captured complete with hi s weapon 
on 18th September. 

The Battalion a rea was vast, and the largely uninhabited a rea 
in the North was patrolled only by Border Scouts (local men with a 
couple of weeks training) commanded by Gurkha N.C.O.s. 

On 30th September the local police reported that a Border Scout 
Post a t Long Jawi had been a ttacked a nd captured on 28th Sep­
tem ber by a force o f 200 Indo nesians. Survivors had come down 
river to give the news. Long Jawi is thirty-five miles down river from 
the border on the Sarawak side. The nea rest place with Po lice and 
military is eighty miles away, further down river. 

At Lo ng Jawi there were six G urkhas, three regular policemen and 
twenty-one border scouts. At first light on the morning of 28th 
September the enemy opened the attack using M.M.G.s and 60-m.m. 
mortars. Two G urkhas, a po liceman a nd o ne Border Scout were 
killed immediately. These included both the Gurkha and police 
rad io opera to rs, a nd thus news of the attack cou ld not be passed. 

The Border Scouts, with the exception of one man, not being 
t rained for such eventualities, took to the jungle where a number 
were taken prisoner by the enemy. 

The remainder, fo u r G urkhas, one policema n and one Border 
Scout held o ut fo r three hours and finally withdrew into the jungle 
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when their a mmunition was running low and after two of them had 
been wounded. 

T he enemy withdrew, having ta ken a ll that they required in the way 
of suppl ies from the village. They took with them eleven Border 
Scout prisoners. Four of these escaped but seven were later fou nd, 
havi ng been murdered in cold blood. 

Once news of the attack came through, troops were flown into the 
area, by helicopter, over a distance of over I 00 miles and dropped on 
the enemy's escape route to lndonesia. 

On the evening of 1st October, II Platoon, under Lieut. Pasbaha­
dur, executed a perfect am bush o n two lo ng boats full of enemy, 
ki llin g a n est imated 26. A large amount of eq uipment was recovered, 
including a 60 m.m. mortar a nd our radi o sets taken from the dead 
at Jawi. 

Later two other enemy were killed by ambushes further upstrea m 
and a Medium Machine gun captu red. 

The enemy camp from which they had carried out the operatio n 
was later found by a pa rty under the Adj utant. The enemy had gone, 
leaving behind five o f their dead which they had buried . Here also 
the mutilated remains of the Border Scouts were found . A nother 
enemy was fou nd lyi ng dead on the enemy's escape track having, 
apparently, dropped from sheer exhaustio n. 

By the end of October it is estimated that the enemy had escaped 
back over the Border. 

The Battalio n had a sad loss when Capt. Purnaba had ur Gurung 
was killed by lightning whi le on patro l. A most unfortuna te end for 
a galla nt officer who had served with d istinctio n thro ugh so many 
campaigns. He was with the Battalion during the North West 
Frontier campaigns before the war, thro ugho ut the Desert and Italy 
campaig ns a nd in Greece, and then fo r ten years was o n active service 
in Ma laya. 

Majo r Lloyd-Willia ms has gone to the U. K. on leave and has 
been succeeded as second-in-comma nd by Major Wright. Major 
Mole has retu rned from the Belgian Staff College. Major Bowring 
is now commanding Ypres Company at Sandhurst. 

A ltogether, it has been a n interesting and eventful year. 
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2nd BATTALION 

2nd K.E.O. GOORKHAS 

The trai ning year in Hong Ko ng begins in March after the Colony 
Exercise has finished and individual training gets under way. During 
this period Cadres to tra in replacement specialists, section com­
manders, drill and weapon t raining instructors and to test Riflemen 
for promotion have formed the backdrop of Battal ion li fe. Super­
imposed on this activity there have been a number of major train ing 
events such as the Queen's Birthday Parade in April. A great deal 
of publicity is focused on this event to hi ghlight the presence of the 
Services here. It would be true to say that some ha lf mill io n people 
watch this pa rade. The tu rn out and marching of the Batta lion 
received favou rable comment. 

A no ther event of special in terest was the " Ro und-The-Col ony 
Race". Th is was conceived by Brigadier Kent. Teams of 12 from 
any Service Unit compete in a three-stage race across the New 
Territories involving Bicycling, Cross Country Runn ing and 
crossing a stretch of sea in an Assault Boat. 'C' Coy. team led by 
Mr. Christopher Bullock (60th) was third and H.Q. Coy. team led 
by Capt. Thomas fourth , after comparatively little practice. At 
least our officers are fit a ltho ugh they may not look it! 

It has been ou r turn this year to ru n the Gurkha Platoon Com­
manders' Course. This is the major training event of the year and is 
a substitute for Warminster in that studen t platoon commanders 
from all major Gurkha units in the Fa r East a ttend. We were happy 
to have two officers and two N .C.O.s of the R oyal Nepalese A rmy 
attending. Major Bellers has been Ch ief Inst ructo r and Majo r 
Aslett the demonst ration Company Commander while Mr. Bullock 
has done administration. 'A' and 'C' Coys. moved down to Tai Po 
where a separate camp has been set up for this pu rpose. 

Here we should mention that we have been lucky to have Capt. 
M oore and the Regimenta l Band with us since May. They are in 
constant demand fo r m ili tary fu nctions which speaks well of their 
standa rd . They have recen tly had a week's tour in Korea with the 
United Nations Command-flown by courtesy of the U.S. Air 
Force. 

Shooting has been the highlight of the ach ievements thi s year. 
Following the success at the annual Hong Kong Bisley in November 
l962 the Battalion team under Mr. Bullock and Lt. (Q.G.O.) Him­
bahadur Thapa was chosen to represent the Army in Ho ng Kong 
at the t riangular command meeting in Singapore in May. The match 
was really between 1st Battal ion represent ing Singa po re, 1/ 10 G.R. 
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for Malaya and o ur own team. Few points separated us but we feel 
tha t superio r skill triumphed in the end! T he results were : 

1st 2nd Battalio n 33 points 
2nd 1st Battalio n 30 
3rd 1/ 10 G.R. 2 1 , 

1st Batta li on looked after us in a most hospitable ma nner in spite of 
parade ho ur rivalry. We had been to ld that, even if we won, the 
team would be unlikely to go to Bisley in E ngla nd. Q uite unex­
pectedly and at short notice we were told o n 27th May that a tea m 

.~could fly ho me on 1st June to shoot at Bisley. The tea m was 
well looked afte r by H .Q. 51 Gurkha lnf. Bde. G ro up and ma naged 
to get some practice in but no t as much as 1/6 G. R. sta tio ned in 
Tid worth . In the event they came fo urth overall a nd won the Royal 
U lster Rifles Cup and the Coronat ion Cup while fi ve of the team 
were in the Army Hundred . We were very happy to hear that the 
Co lo nel o f the Regiment a nd a number of other o fficers were able 
to watch the team win the Falling Pla tes (Ulster Rifles Cup) in such 
a spectacular manner. Col. Jackson very kindly gave a party afte r­
wards for the team and o fficers present. 

We had planned that Delhi D ay would be mar ked by a Battal io n 
parade in the mo rning to ho no ur the Truncheon and a Mess cocktail 
party and supper in the evening followed by a searchlight T attoo by 
the band a nd bugles. A lot of hard work and prepa ration went into 
this. The Children's School was redecorated and used as the 
Officers Mess and special tubular scaffolding erected fo r sea ti ng. 
In the event persistent light ra in marred the evening but a ll was 
accomplished . 

Comings and goings am ong officers have been too m any to detail 
here. We had a complete cha ngeover a t Batta lio n H.Q. fo r a sta rt : 
Lieut.-Col. Neill took over in April from Lieut.-Col. Jones who has 
gone to be G.S.O.I a t H.Q. 53 Welsh Divisio n (T. A.). 

We are happy to have Capt. Berry a nd Mr. Bullock with us fro m 
the 60th . They seem to get aro und quite a bit (on duty!). Berry 
spent fo ur mo nths in Sa rawa k tempo rari ly a ttached to the Gurkha 
Parachute Compa ny who were training Border Scouts. 

The talking topic in Ho ng Ko ng this year has been the lack of rain; 
the lowest rainfall since 1858. In Ho ng Ko ng itself the ra t ion of 
water is fo ur ho urs every fo ur days. By the t ime this is in prin t we 
shall have moved to Singapore (where water is no pro blem) to 
change over with o ur J st Batta lio n who com e up here. They a re 
fortu nate as their a rrival here will coincide with the Chi nese New 
Year marked in the Calendar as the " Rain Year". After a short 
spell in Singapore we look fo rward to a spell o n opera tio ns in 
'>a rawak. 
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THE QUEEN'S OWN RIFLES OF CANADA 

The Regiment's 103rd year was accentuated by a number o f ac tivi­
ties not the least of which was the wedding o f the Colo nel-in-Chief, 
Her Royal Highness P rincess Alexandra of Kent on 24th April to 
Mr. A ngus Ogilvie. Those in a ttendance included the Colo nel of the 
Regiment a nd the Commanding O fficers of I st, 2nd a nd 3rd Bat­
ta lions. 

Ea rly in the year the Regiment was saddened by the dea th of 
Col. Bapt iste Johnston, a staunch riflema n, who following his 
enlistment in 1906 rose fro m the ranks to comma nd a nd la ter to 
beco me the first Colo nel of the R egiment in J 958. 

The Regimenta l birthday was celebrated o n 26th April with a 
varie ty of spo rts activities and socia l functio ns a t a ll units and by 
grou ps of Riflemen sta tio ned in Ghana, Indo-China, Army Head­
quarters, the Royal Canadian School o f Infantry a nd F ort Churchill, 
a nd no do ubt by individual Riflemen a t vario us isola ted posts. 

ln May, the annua l Feu de Joie was fired by 2nd Batta li on a t the 
Ho me Statio n. Lieut.-Gen. G. Walsh, C.B.E., o.s.o., c .o., Chief of 
the Genera l Sta ff, was guest of ho no ur and took the salute. During 
the week-end activities of parades, mess dinners a nd dances attended 
by some 30 out-of-town members of the Regiment, the Co lo nel of 
the Regiment inspected the Queen's Own Rifles of Canada Cadet 
Corps and made the presentati ons of individual trophies won during 
the past training season. 

On 6th June, representa tives o f the Regimental Depo t, I st, 2nd 
a nd 3rd Batta lio n and the Q.O. R. of C Association a ttended the 
unveiling of a regimental cairn at Berniere-sur-Mer, France, erected 
in memo ry of the Regiment's land ing a t tha t locat io n o n D-Day, 
6th June 1944. lt was also learned that the citizens of Berni ere were 
rena ming a tho ro ughfa re as " The Q ueen's O wn Rifles of Canada 
Street" in ho no ur of the Regiment. 

Fu rther East, in Germa ny with N.A.T.O. forces, the 1st Battalion 
was planning its last cycle o f exercises, com petitio ns a nd the move­
ment of dependents prior to its return to Canada to Victo ria, British 
Columbia in the a utumn. 

Back in Canada, at Toro nto , the University Armo ury, home o f the 
Regiment since the time o f its constructio n in 1895 was to be 
demolished . A march-out by members of 3rd Batta lion in July cut 
the fin al tie with th is hostoric landma rk which has been a part o f the 
Regiment's history fo r the past 68 years. 
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This has probably been one o f the busiest yea rs ever experienced 
by 3rd Battalion with a change of Commanding Officers from 
Lieut.-Col. M. G . Mcfver, c.o. to Lieut.-Col. M . I. Jackson, c. o. , 
and the search for temporary accommodation for the Ba ttalion in 
addition to the normal administration and training commitments. 

At the Home Station, Calgary, the Regimental Depot continued 
to prove its flexibi li ty by conducting weapons courses for members 
of the Royal Canadian Air F orce and the a nnual refresher training 
for Logistical and Support Force uni ts of Calgary Garrison in add i­
tion to its normal responsibilities fo r recru it training, the co-ordina­
tion o f Regimental business a nd Garrison 'Q' duties. The 2nd 
Batta lio n saw a change of commanding officers from Lieut.-Col. 
D. N. O sborne, c. o. to Lieut.-Col. E. D. Price, c .o. , pri or to the 
summer concentration a t Camp Wainwright. This was the fi rst taste 
of large scale exercises for many members o f the Batta lio n as well as 
Capt. Neal Pearce, attached from the 1st Queen's Own Buffs. 

T he Regimental Museum continued to expand, and to meet the 
needs the Depot Commanding Officer kindly loaned fo r three months 
an officer and sergeant to assist the curator to catch up o n administra­
tive matters, thereby allowing the regular staff to devote full time to 
the construction of display cases. A series of o ne-day cou rses in 
Regimental history for a ll officers, warrant officers a nd N.C.O.s at 
the Ho me Station commenced on 14th November and continued 
throughout the winter. 

A ll in a ll it was a busy and productive year for the Queen's Own 
Rifles a nd all units a nd regimental organisatio ns reacted with vigour 
a nd sta mina expected of a true Riflema n. 
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THE HALIFAX RIFLES R.C.A.C. (M.) 

Officer Commanding LT.-COL. R. F. H UBLEY, o.F.C., c .o. 

A very interesting event took place this year when one of o ur 
former Co mmanding Officers, Lt.-Col. H. P . MacKeen,Q.c.,c.o., was 
appointed Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of Nova Scotia. 
Lt.-Col. Mac Keen has served a num ber of yea rs as Honorary 
Lieutenant Colonel of the Uni t and it is very pleasing for us to 
a nnou nce his a ppo intment as H onorary Colonel as o f October this 
yea r. 

The change of Command Pa rade between Lt.-Col. J . H . D. 
Oland, M.C., E.D. and Major R. F. H ubley, D.F.C., c. o. was held in 
May a nd a la rge number of guests attended both the P arade and the 
Reception, two o f the distinguished guests being Col. H. P. MacK een 
Q.C. , c .o. and Brig. G. B. Ro bertson, c.o. 

Recruit t rain ing fo r 4 Militia Group was carried out by the Unit 
who were respo nsible for all the recru its t ra ined fo r one year, a total 
of three courses were completed. 

Radiac exercises this year consisted of four week-end schemes, one 
of which was under control of Capt. J. O land and Capt. J . Livingston, 
Uni t Adjutant ; this exercise was a n a ll-night affair with re-entry ops. 
into the city of Halifax, starting at 2 a.m. and conti nuing until 
7 a.m., when the t roops returned to o ur tank-d riving range at 
Eastern Passage. 

Summer camp was of the h ighest value and can easi ly be said to 
have been o ne of the best the Unit has attended in years both from 
the National Survival aspect and Co rps training. 

A tota l of 120 Studen t Mili tia were recruited a nd trained this year 
of wh ich we have lost two to the R .O.T.P. of the Active Force; the 
chief instructor for this course was Capt. J. Price assisted by S.S.M. 
W.O. II W. P. Duffy, they are to be congratu lated on a job "well 
done". 

Training fo r the next year is being looked forward to with keen 
interest and preparations for courses are now well under way. 

The "Rifles Association" of the Unit to which both active and 
past members belo ng have had a very active year under the new 
President, Capt. N. E. Rudbach, c .o. , a nd at present meetings are 
being held to select two studen ts who will be awarded scholarships 
at Dalhousie and St. Mary's Universities, these scho larships have 
been awa rded over the past three years and wi ll continue to be 
awarded in the future. 
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VICTORIA RIFLES OF CANADA 

Commanding Officer: 

LtEUT.-CoL. E. P . M cGovERN, E.o. 

Our year started with a cha nge of command in Octo ber 1962 
when Lieut. -Co l. G. R. R obertson, c.o. turned over the Regiment to 
Lieut.-Col. E . P . McG overn, E.D. Co l. McG overn was formerly 
attached to 9 Militi a Gro up Headqua rters befo re ass uming command 
o f 7fl l Hussars based in Sherbooke, Quebec, from whence he 
became a " Rifleman". 

Fo rtunately Col. Ro bertson has no t severed a ll his associa tio n 
with the unit, and has kindly consented to serve o n the advisory 
board. The Officers' held a Mess Dinner in his ho no ur in November. 

R.S. M. J. Ritchie, c. o . also turned over his duties in June to 
R .S.M. F. Adam s, C. D. just prio r to the Regiment leaving for annua l 
sum mer camp. 

Once again o ur summer concentra tio n was held at Farnham, 
Quebec, where to the satisfactio n o f a ll ra nks, the emph asis was o n 
corps training. Despite rather inclement weather (pa rticularly during 
o ur night tra ining exercises) this was a very successful and enjoya ble 
concentra tio n. During o ur stay a t camp the annua l range qualifica­
tion tests were held, a nd the practice was to hold us in good stead 
la te r in the year. 

Early Autumn saw o ur Rifle Team in competitio n at the Co n­
na ught ranges near Ottawa where the " Vies" o nce again pro ved 
that Riflemen are a fo rce to be reckoned with. Led by Sgt. T . 
Richardson, c.o ., the team bro ught ho me the Lo ngue Pointe Milita ry 
Rifle Tro phy, the Hiram Walker Inter-Unit Trophy, the Mil ita ry 
District N o.4 Infa nt ry Associatio n Trophy and the Carslake Province 
of Quebec Rifle Associa tion Trophy. 

Sgt. Richardson personally won the R.C. A.F. St. Hubert Tro phy 
and as a climax was awarded Her Majesty the Queen's Medal. 
Appropria tely these m agnificent awards are o n display in the 
Sergea nts' Mess. 

Trai ning continues in the Armo ury o n a two night per week 
basis with a t least o ne week-end exercise per m o nth. Some slight 
cha nges in drill have been effected with the assistance o f o ur sister 
regiment the Queen 's O wn Rifles which we feel will add to o ur p ro ud 
t raditio ns. 

In closing may we extend to the Comma nd ing Officer, Officers 
and Men o f the K.R.R.C. o ur very best wishes fo r 1964. 
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THE BROCKVILI~E RIFLES 
ROYAL CANADIAN JNFANTRY CORPS 

Commanding Officer: Lieut. Col. J . D . Cooper 

The past year was one of cont inuing success for the Brockvil le 
Rifles. T ra inin g was climaxed at summer camp when the Regiment 
won fo ur o ut of the six majo r competitio ns in 13 Mil itia Gro up. 
T~~ Regiment was considera bly st rengthened in 1963 by the 

add ttto n o f five young subalterns along with a nu mber of newly­
promoted senio r and j un ior N.C.O.s. The fresh enthusiasm of these 
people adds much to ou r spirit and en thusiasm. 

The H onorary Colonel, Brig. Snow, along wi th pioneer corporals. 

T hree former Co mma nd ing O ffi cers d ied in 1963 : Lieut.-Col. 
D . E. Lewis, O.B.E., E. D., c.o., Q. C.; Lieut.-Co l. J . R. McCullough, 
v.o. and Lieut.-Col. C. S. Maclaren, M.C., E.D. Lieut.-Col. Lewis 
was a fo rmer Hono rary Lieutena nt Colo nel of the Regiment and, 
as such, represented The Brockvi lle Rifles at the Bicentena ry Cele­
bratio ns in 1955. The passing of these o utsta ndi ng gentlemen was 
a serio us loss to the Regiment and to the communi ty. 

P reli mi nary p lanning is proceeding for the Brock ville Rifles 
centena ry which occurs in 1966. It was a great honour to the 
Regi ment when Lord A von accepted a n invitatio n to be guest of 
ho no ur. 
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REGINA RIFLE REGIMENT 

Officer Commanding: 

LT.- COL. D. E. WILLIAMS, C.D. 

To show one's wares and to be appreciated is surely a mark of 
accomplishment. Perhaps, a fairly obscure statement, but none the 
less, it is true. 

1963 was indeed a year of accom plishment for the officers a nd 
men of the Regina Rifle Regiment. l t was also a year of accomplish­
ment for our home City and Province, Regina, Saskatchewan. 

This year, we celebrated our Diamond Jubilee and the Johns were 
very much a part of it. Throughout the Summer m? nths, ~ n. Honour 
Guard made up of yo ung men in our Young Soldter Trammg P.lan, 
entertained the public, nightly, outside the Saskatchewan Legtsla­
tive Buildings. The Guard performed the very colourful Sunset 
Ceremony. Those who came to see us were, t~ say the least, ~nthu­
siastic. As well as bringing a great deal of pnde to our Regtment, 
these young men gained National recognition and made a large 
number of friends among our American visitors. This was only part 
of our year of showing our wares. 

Regina is the home of one of Canada's nine professional football 
teams. For the fi rst time, in Canadian history, members of Her 
Majesty's Army were called upon to show the publ!c just exa~tly 
what we were doing in our Militia endeavours. Agam, the Regma 
Rifle Regiment was called upon to carry the load in this endeavour. 
The troops, members of the Young Soldier T~ainin~ Plan and 
members of other Garrison U nits, put on a half-t tme dtsplay of an 
advance to contact manoeuvre. Again, the efforts put forward by 
these young men were amply rewarded. The thousands of people in 
the park said with their hands and voices, "we approve of what the 
Canadian Army Militia is doing". 

In 1963 as in other years, the Johns were very much in the front 
lines at S~mmer Camp. Those who met our members in sporting 
contact found them to be extremely proud and in tens~ly competitive. 
Is it not the mark of the Infantry to give ground to no one in any 
given situation. For the Johns, sporting activities are no exception. 

To close the history book for the year 1963, I cannot help but 
mention the G.O.C. Annual visit and inspection. This year, unlike 
those in the past, Gen. Rockingham chose to inspect only one of the 
units on garrison strength. We are most pleased to report that t~at 
unit was the Regina Rifle Regiment. Without fear of soundtng 
overly moctest, we think he was pleased with what he saw. The 
Johns did themselves proud. 

86 

THE ROYAL RHODESIA REGIMENT 

The year under review, 1st November 1962 to 31st October 1963 
proved a peaceful one as far as defence com mitments were concerned 
and a ll units had a fa irly "routine" year. Shortage of fi nance and 
the uncertainty caused by the impend ing dissolution of the Federa­
tion led to the cancellat ion of the annual two weeks' training camp. 
All Territorials very much missed this annual event. 

A disappointing factor this yea r has been the reduction in the 
nu mber of trai nees passing out to the various Battalions f rom the 
Depot. Jt is hoped that thi s is related to the prevailing unsettled state 
of affairs in the coun try and that the position will remedy itself once 
sta bi lity returns. 

Ist BATTALION 

Lieut.-Col. N. G. Jard ine, T.D. , Comma nding 

Jn common with other units of the Regiment, we were very 
disa ppointed at the cancellation of the annual camp. 

The results of the a nn ua l musketry course were most satisfactory 
a nd the Battalion's Shooting Team has become extremely active, with 
a view to capturing " loot" at the next Com mand Weapo ns Meeting. 

Exercisi ng tradi tional rights, the Battal ion mounted its customary 
Guard-of-H onour for the ceremonial opening of the Southern 
Rhodesia Legislat ive Assembly, during February 1963. At the 
Queen's Birthday Parade in June the Batta lion was represented by 
three Com panies. 

Officers of the Battalion figured prominently as recipients of 
awards. Our Honorary Colonel, Col. G. E. Wells, c .B.E. , E.D., 
and our Co mmanding Officer, both received clasps to their Efficiency 
Decorations, and Major Tait was awarded the decoration. Major 
Stewart-Garden (Second-in-Command) achieved the notable dis­
tinction of a second clasp to his E. D. 

2nd BATTALION 

Lieut.-Col. K. G. Harvey, D.s.o. , M.B.E., E.D., Commanding 
Trai ning routine d iffered so mewhat th is year with the introd uction 

of increased week-end exercises, a step which is to be mai ntained and 
which will enable the Battalion to provide even more constructive 
training. This has helped to offset the d isadvantage suffered as a 
result of there being no period of continuous training this year. 

No change was made in the pattern of celebrations fo r the Annual 
Territorial Week and one can safely say it is acquiring the status of 
tradi tion. As usual the week culminated in the Queen's Birthday 
Parade, at which, in Bulawayo, the salu te was taken by the Acting 
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Governor-General of the Federati on, His Excellency Sir Humphrey 
Gibbs, K.C.M.G., o. B.E. The Battal ion as usual provided six guards 
under the Commanding Officer. 

His Excellency also attended the Regimental Ball , which was 
unanimously voted the most original in decor a nd most successful 
in enjoyment for ma ny years. The theme was travel and from the 
welcoming neon sign assuring a ll that "All over the world 2 R.R.R. 
takes good ca re of you" (with apologies to the well-known advertise­
ment) to the lighthouse traversing the ballroom with its flashing light, 
every care was taken to ensure no-one's evening came to grief. 

After a considerable period of service as Co mmander, Bulawayo 
Area, Col. R. A. G. Prentice, o.B.E., was transferred to Northern 
Rhodesia. l n gratitude fo r the help and co-operation the Batta li on 
always received from him we were delighted to dine hi m out, and 
present him with an inscribed silver tray carrying the Batta lion c.rest. 
The Mess was in turn presented with a pair of silver ca ndlesttcks. 
A distinguished gathering, including His Worship the Mayor of 
Bulawayo, Councillor H. S. Millar, attended the dinner. We were 
pleased that Col. J . Salt, who is well known to the Battalion took 
over as Comma nder, Bulawayo Area. 

Our congratulations to Major D. J. Rowland, Second-in­
Co mmand , and Capt. A. Menashe who were awarded the Efficiency 
Decoration. 

A welcome revival was the Battal ion Weapons Meeting this yea r 
which resulted in an in teresting weekend with some keen competi­
ti on. A healthy inter-company rivalry was fostered by the presenta­
tion of an inter-company trophy by the Comma nding Officer. This 
was won by H.Q. Company to their delight and the chagrin of the 
ri fle com panies. Our thanks go to Mrs. Harvey who very kind ly 
presented the prizes. 

Run co ncurrently with the meeting was a Batta lion weapon 
bazaar. The Comma nd Post and Signals Centre were in operation 
as well , and mortar and armour were fired to the great delight par­
ticularly of a party of schoolboys. 

The pool bull a t the meeting a tt racted a nu mber of the civil ia ns 
and a moment of light-heartedness was introduced when a tea m of 
ladi es was persuaded to participate in a falling plates event. This 
ca used co nsidera ble amusement when they won their way into the 
second round against a team of officers. We suspect some jiggery­
pokery, however, for, while all the ladies' plates fell , not a single 
shot went near the officers' plates! 

Although this has been a year confi ned to steady routine tra in ing 
without any continuous traini ng or emergency, the standard , morale 
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and spiri t of the Batta li on have, nevertheless, moved progressively 
forwa rd. 

3rd (NORTH ERN RHODESIA) BATTALION 
Lieut.-Col. W. A. Godwin , Command ing 

The impending break-u p of the Federation of Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland has overshadowed a ll our thoughts and activities during 
the past year. Deta iled terms of service for Regular and outline 
terms for Terri torial mem bers have recently been published- seldom 
before can offici a l publicati ons have been so carefully studied and 
heatedly discussed ! Terms are genera lly good. The main factors 
which affect the Batta lion are that Territoria l Service in Northern 
Rhodesia will be volunta ry and non-racial from 1st June 1964. 

l n May, Lieut.-Col. F. C. Milligan completed an extended tour 
as Commanding Officer and handed over to the Battalion's fi rst 
Regular Co mmandin g Officer, Lieut.-Col. W. A. Godwin . Lieut.­
Col. Mil liga n, who had a distinguished career in the Jndia n Army, 
joined the Batta lion in 1957 as a company commander and was 
appointed to command in 1959. His was the driving force which 
welded the scattered companies into a uni t proud of its name and 
confident of its ability to cope with all eventua li ties. The Royal 
Rhodesia Regimental Club in Ki twe is a witness to his interest in 
the welfare of a ll who have served in the Territo rial Force of 
N orthern Rhodesia. He has now ta ken comma nd of the 7th 
Battalion and we wish him every success in his new appointment. 
Lieut.-Col. Godwin comes to us from The Rhodesian African 
Rifles and we trust that his stay will be a happy one. 

In April the Batta lion was proud to accept a recru it presented in 
the sha pe of an Jrish Wolfhound. At a small presentation and 
attestat ion ceremony he was named Bran by the Commanding 
Officer. Bran, we arc told , was a famous wolfho und that belonged 
to a third century Irish military commander. Bran gave every 
pro mise of turnin g into a magni ficent ani mal and a worth y mascot. 
Unfortunately, in July he caught distemper and , after a long and 
most courageous battle with the disease, died. 

On 5th June 1963, 'A' Coy. under Major J . MeL. Arn ott, paraded 
to receive the honour of being adopted by the Town of Ndola . 
This was the culmination of a happy association between Ndola and 
its local Territo rial Force sub-unit. A scroll to mark the occasion 
was presented by the Council, a nd 'A' Coy. in turn presented a 
Regimental plaque. 

As we go to prin t the future remai ns uncertain. The theory has 
been worked out: the practice is to co me. Given the continued 
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support of serving members we are confident of winn ing through to 
a new chapter in our, as yet, short history. 

THE DEPOT 
Lieut.-Col. J . A. Veitch, Commanding 

T he Depot was fortunate in having only one interruption to 
training during the year. This was for the Bulawayo Area Military 
Tattoo, for which we provided two of the major events and also a 
large proportion of the organising committee, under the Directorshi p 
of Major H. A. Oberholster, M.B.E., Second-in-Command. The 
Tattoo proved an outstanding success with capacity crowds at all 
performances. 

The Depot has had several V.I.P.s fo r Passing-out Parades includ­
ing the Director of Military Training, The War Office, Lieut.-Gen. 
Sir Charles L. Richardson, K.C.B., C.B.E. , o.s.o., for the passing out 
of 'C' Coy. The last parade taken by the reti ring G.O.C. of the 
Rhodesia a nd Nyasala nd Army, Major-General R. E. B. Long, 
c.B.E., was when he took the salute at 'B' Coy.'s Passing out. 

In the Lorry Driver of the Year Championship, L./Cpl. L. Moore 
of 'S' Coy. gained first place in the Class II event. 

The Cricket Section played very well to win the Aubrey Walsh 
Trophy in the Matabeleland Winter Cricket League. 

Our shottists have had several resounding successes, mainly in 
the Southern Rhodesia Bisley, in which they won the Mercha nts 
Cup a nd the FigtreefMangwe Rosenfels Cup. 

4th BATTALION 

A/ Lieut.-Col. G. V. Pitt, M.C. , Commanding 

Lieut.-Col. B. H. Sim pson retired and the new Commander is a 
wartime member of the 11th/60th Queen Westminsters. 

An enjoyable and instructive Camp of Trai ning took place at 
Nkomo fo llowed shortly afterwards by a call u p of the Battalion. 
Duty is rarely without its happy episodes as the enclosed photo­
graph shows. 

The officers of the Battalion, together with their wives and 
famili es had a re-union in May. This, by kind invitation of the 
Commanding Officer and Mrs. Pitt, was held at their home. A 
highlight of the entertainment was the production of a short play 
called "Little Nell", in which the Commanding Officer played the 
title role. 

The lack of a Camp of Training this year was disappointing. A 
voluntary peri od of t raining was, however, o rganised for as many 
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Officers, Warrant Officers and Seni or N.C.O.s as were able to be 
presen t at King George Vl Barracks, Salisbu ry, for the last week in 
J uly. 

5th BATIA LJ ON 

Lieut.-Col. J . R. B. MacDonald, M. C., Commandi ng 

6th BATIALION 

Lieut.-Col. C. R. A. Blackwell , O.B.E., E.D., Commanding 

It is unfortunate that we were unable to look forward to another 
Annual Camp. However, a week-end Exercise has been some 
consolation . 

Lectures a nd fi lm shows have been running throughout the year 
for Officers and Senior N.C.O.s of the Batta lion stationed in Bula­
wayo Area . The T ransport, Admin. and Signals Platoons have also 
been ru nni ng Courses. 

The following were promoted to commissioned rank during the 
yea r : 

Mr. V. Blyth. T./Sgt. T. Culverwell , Cpl. A. J. Hussey, Cpl. 
M. J. McGoey, Mr. E. D. Purvis, Sgt. A. G. L. Ross, Mr. H . V. 
Stacey, Cpl. W. J. Walker, Sgt. T . A. B. West. 
Golf fixtures were played during the yea r with the following 

results: 
versus 9 R.R.R. Lost 

Depot, R.R.R. Won 

" 
Depot, R.R .R. Lost 
9 R.R.R. Lost 

7th (NORTHERN RHODESIA) BATTALION 

Lieut.-Col. F. G. Milligan, Command ing 

The Battali on ra ised in April 1960 as a reserve unit in the Federal 
Army will , after 1st January 1964, fo ll owing the break-up of the 
Federal Forces, become one of Northern Rh odesia Defence Forces' 
act ive territorial units. 

The Batta lion was called out on several occasions over the past 
three years due to activities across our borders in the Congo. 

ln its more active future role the Batta lion, like all units in 
Northern Rhodesia, wi ll become non-racial, embracing mem ber!> 
from the Europea n, Asiatic, Coloured and African communities 
and service wi ll become volu ntary. 

On completi ng his tour of command, the fi rst Comma nding 
Officer, Lieut.-Col. I. H. McHa tg, o.s.o., M. C. , was dined out at The 
Roya l Rhodesia Regimental Club, Kit we. Presen t were Brig. 
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R. A. G. Prentice, o.B.E., Commanding N orthern Rhodesia District 
and Col. P. J. E. Rowell , o. B.E., M.C., the Secretariat Defence 
Pla nning Officer. 

The new Commanding Officer, who previously comma nded the 
3rd (Northern Rhodesia) Battalio n is, like Col. Mc Harg, a Sandhurst 
ma n and a retired Regula r officer. 

8th BATTALION 

Lieut.-Col. S. A. Stokes, M. C., M.M ., Commanding 

9th BATTALION 

Lieut.-Col. G . K . M. Potts, Comma nding 

No camp was held during the year, a nd this has therefo re been 
an opportunity for consolidation of lessons learned in the 1962 

o peratio n. 
The Batta lio n adopted a policy of concentrating o n t1 aining of 

Officers a nd Senior N.C.O.s, a nd, after a series of preparatory 
lectures, two night schemes were undertaken, to put into practice 
what had been learned . Many valuable poi nts were brought out by 
the schemes, a nd we look forwa rd to the next stage of t raini ng in 
the coming year. 
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THE FIJI INFANTRY REGIMENT 

Colonel of the Regiment 

Brigadier C. L. P leasants, C. B.E., o.s.o., M.C. E.D., the Colonel of 
the Regiment visited the Regiment in June. Brigadier Pleasants was 
given a ceremonia l Fijian welcome at which he received a Tabua 
(whale's tooth) a nd drank a Bilo of Yaqona (bowl of Fij ian root 
drink). During the visit both batta lions of the Regiment gave 
demonstratio ns of their military skills. The Brigadier was impressed 
by the progress in barrack and married qua rte rs accommodati o n. 
Ha ppily coincid ing with the visit His Excellency the Governor of 
Fij i a ppointed Lieut.-Col. The Hon. Ratu Edward T. T. Cakobau, 
O.B.E. , M. C., E.D., to be Ho no ra ry Colonel of the 2nd Batta lion. 
Brigadier Pleasants announced this a nd presented Badges of ra nk to 
Col. Cakobau at the Military Ball held in the Officers' Mess at 
Queen Eliza beth Barracks, Suva. 

'A ' COMPANY 1st BATTALION F.J.R. 

T he 1st Batta lion cont inues to exist as an infantry company which 
provides guards for defence installations and carries out limited 
field training. The Com pany takes special pride in its ability to 
provide colourful and efficient Gua rds of Ho nour and in its highly 
popular Band. 

Capt. R. J. B. Ackland left in May 1963 to a ttend the A ustra lia n 
Staff College a t Queenscliff and was succeeded by forme r commander 
Capt. A. L. Masi, M.C. 

2nd BATTALION F.I.R. (T.F.) 

( Lieut.-Col. G. S. Mate, M.C., M.M., commanding) 

The Battalion has spent the year training and absorbing its 
additio nal companies which were added in 1962. The Ann ua l Camp 
fo r 1963 was delayed until October in order that the Battalion might 
assist in administering the First South Pacific Games held in Suva in 
September. T hese were most successfu l and apart from the assistance 
provided by Fiji Military Forces as a whole the 2nd Battalion was 
responsible for the Opening and Closing Ceremonies. These were 
impressive and went according to plan in a ll deta ils. 

Lieut.-Col. G. S. Mate succeeded Lieut. -Col. Boulton in command 
o n 20th February 1963 after the visit to Fij i by Her Majesty the 
Queen and the Du ke of Edinburgh. 
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General 

Both Battalions of the Fij i lnfantry Regiment have been closely 
associated this year by sharing Queen El it.abeth Barracks, Suva, by 
co-opera ting on such occasions as the Royal Visit a nd the cere­
monia l demo nstratio n of loyalty to the Crown o n the Queen's 
Birthday Parade at Suva. Thi s year the combined pa rade of the 
Sa lu ting Battery, I stand 2nd Batta lions F.L R. , Royal New Zealand 
Air Force D etachment a nd the Fij i Police was comma nded by 
Lieut.-Col. Mate. 2nd F. l. R. This was the firs t occasion that the 
combined parade had been commanded by an officer of the 2nd 
Batta lion . 
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THE KENYA REGIMENT (T.F.) 
The Regiment had reached a tota l of 400 vo lunteers, when the 

K enya Government a nnou nced on 25th M a rch 1963 that it had 
"been com pelled o n fin a ncia l gro unds to suspend the Kenya 
Regiment. This step is taken with great reluctance, and the Govern­
ment wishes to place o n record its grateful tha nks to the Regim ent 
for a ll its services to Kenya over the years. The Kenya Regiment 
Ordinance wi ll remain on the Statute Book and, sho uld fi na ncial 
c ircumstances permit, it will be open to the Government o f the day 
to resuscitate the Regiment". 

Shooting Camp 
T he six months preceeding the anno uncement had been fu ll of 

activity. We had run o ur Annual Shooting Camp in September, 
where, in spite of Peter Welsh 's presence o n the Ra nge, we were not 
as successful on the Firing Po int as we have been in the past. 
However, we were the o nly Regi ment participa ting who m anaged to 
erect a tented bar a t 300 yards before dawn, a nd the Military Police, 
arose o n the fina l day. Once up, no-o ne had the courage to tell us 
to take it down, a lthough a very starched red-coat Commanding 
Officer fumed inwardly all day. We upheld our reputatio n off the 
Firing Po int, if not o n. 

The Pantomime 
Ja nuary saw us prod ucing a full-sca le pa nto mime, with a ll the 

proper trappings. Called " The Sleeping Cutey" by C. R. Cook, it 
was freely adapted by O.R.Q.M .S. " Fluff"' Sullivan (K.R.R.C.) 
and M rs. Rosemary Bright a nd was a howling success. Even the 
c ritics raved. T he P ermanent Staff featured largely as fairies a nd as 
a Buffa lo. Capt. Ch ristopher Adami (K.R.R.C.), "Fluff", C.S.M. 
Lou Fee ( K.R.R.C.) and C.S.M . Jo hn McGrady (R.B.) were quite 
enchant ing as the Fairy Queens fro m the botto m of the garden. 
As for their ballet, twist and Mad ison, some said that it was Covent 
Garden standard- early morning perhaps! Sgt. Bill Wa rd (K. R . R.C.) 
was the back legs of the Buffa lo with R.S.M. Dereck H o rnblower 
(our stray from the 43rd) as the front legs. 

Training 
The rest of Ja nuary, February and March was spent o n routine 

tra ining, a nd the running of the new-style three-week recruit courses. 
These were a great success a nd we fo und that a three-week basic 
tra ining course for recruits, followed by evening parades o nce a 
week a nd the odd weekend ca mp, did turn o ut a reaso na ble recruit, 
who would have been able to join a Rifle Company as a trained 
soldier in under a year. Our African recruits were of an extremely 
high sta nda rd, a nd their enthusiasm tired us a ll o ut. 
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The Programme 

The programme decided fo r the week-end was: 

Friday night : A Ball. 

Saturday: Rehearsals. 
Officers and Sergeants Mess Cocktail Party. 

Sunday : Pa rade in D ela mere Avenue; 
Service in the Cathedral ; 
Receptio n at R.H .Q. 
Rugger versus Richmond. 

The Ball 

This was the night of gaiety, and the Ball , held in City Hall was 
the biggest a nd best ever. We were pa rticularly pleased to see 
Brig. Dick Verno n (K.R.R.C.). 

Rehearsals 

Saturday was spent o n rehearsal and a t I I o'clock we a ll assembled 
in the Drill Ha ll, where Col. Dunstan-Adams addressed the R egi­
ment in a very moving speech . ]n it, he read a letter fro m Gen. 
Bobbie E rskine, which was very much appreciated : 

" The very sad news that your Regiment was to be disba nded 
reached me last week. 

"From a n hi storical point of view the link between o ur two 
Regi ments has not been fo r long but during that period it has 
become very close. 

" The la rge number of Officers, warrant officers and N.C.O.s 
who have done duty with the Kenya Regiment have very happy 
memories o f their t ime in Nairobi a nd those who were due to go 
in the future wi ll indeed be sad to have missed the opportun ity. 

"The fi ne record of service of your Regiment built up over the 
yea rs and so clearly demo nstrated to my personal knowledge 
during the E mergency will be remembered fo r a ll times. 

"Perhaps you would convey to the Com ma nding Officer a nd 
a ll ranks, both personally from myself a nd also fro m the whole 
Regiment, o ur deep regret at the passing o f so fine a Regiment as 
yo urs. 

" Meanwhi le l hope o ur connectio n may be continued through 
retired members of your Regim ent who may be in this country 
keeping in touch with us, and let us hope that one day the Regiment 
may be refo rmed and in that event I can assure you that it would 
be o ur wish that the link sho uld o nce again be renewed ." 
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The Parade 

We paraded a t R.H .Q. a t 9 a.m. , dressed, were photographed , and 
then m oved to the town a nd fo rmed up off Dela mere Avenue. We 
then marched on a nd ha lted in fro nt o f a dais put up in Dela mere 
Avenue. lt was a n overcast and rainy day. H is Excellency Sir Eric 
Griffith-Jones, supported by Col. Dunstan-Ada ms, His Wo rsh ip the 

O .R.Q.M.S. V. F. J . Sull ivan receiving the L.S. and G.C. Medal from H.E. Sir Eric Griffith -Jones. 
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Mayor, and the G.O.C. East Africa, a rrived. H .E. presented 
Efficiency Medals to Major Ham my O'Hara, and C.S.M. Brian 
Hawkins, and Long Service and Good Conduct Medals to 
O. R.Q.M .S. Jim Sullivan (K.R.R.C.) and Sgt. Bill Ward (K. R.R.C.) 
and then addressed us, saying some fi ne things about the Regiment 
and our Honorary Co lonel. 

"This is a sad occasion, for we are here to wi tness the handing 
over of your Colours to the Cathedral of All Saints in Nairobi 
for safe-keeping. The Colours yo u carry for the last time on 
parade today are not old, for your history has been relatively 
short, but nonetheless you have every right to ca rry those Colours 
as proudly as any Colours are carried in the British Common­
wea lth . They bear no battle honours, but that is because the 
Regiment served in the war as an officer-prod ucing unit, and in 
that role sent its members to see service in every theatre of wa r. 
From you r rank s were formed th e Kenya Auxiliary Air Unit, 
the E.A. Reconnaissance Squadron and the E.A. Light Battery. 
You have earned for yourselves much praise and many decorations, 
including the Victoria Cross won posthumously by Sgt. Nigel 
Leakey in the Abyssinian Campaign of 1941. 

"You have a saying in the Regiment, based on the tradition 
that promotion is secured by service and is earn ed from the ranks, 
that 'officers are merely favoured amongst equals'. If this is so, 
then your Honorary Colonel must be the most favoured amongst 
you, though some would deny that he was ever amonsgt equals. 
1t is he alone who has been connected with this Regi ment from the 
very fi rst ideas in 1936 until thi s present day. He formed the 
Regiment on Jst June 1937 wi th the dual role of providing a unit 
which could be used in time of emergency as an aid to the civil 
power, and which could also supply leaders fo r the King's 
African Rifles when it expanded in time of wa r. You have been 
called upon to fill both these roles over the years, and both Kenya 
and the King's African Rifles owe you a great debt of gratitude. 

" It has gi ven me special pleasure today to present Efficiency 
Medals and Long Service and Good Conduct Medals, and it is 
particula rly pleasing that these awards have been made to both 
Territo ria ls and the Regular Permanent Staff, thus emphasising 
the identity of both with the Regiment and its military efficiency. 

"Those of yo u on parade today are not only representing your­
selves, but also the seven thousa nd other men of Kenya who have 
served in the ranks of the Regiment during the past 26 years. 
Many of them are doubtless amongst the spectators here today, 
and they wil l watch yo ur beari ng critically on this occasion. 
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The Honorary Colonel. Col. A . Dunstan·Adams. o.n.F .. \I .C .. T.t> .• handing over The 
Colour.:; to the Provost of uirobi Cathedrul. 
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" To you all, to a ll members of the Regiment past a nd presen t, 
to all those who have served the Regiment as members of its 
Regular P ermanent Staff, a nd to your H o norary Colo nel above all 
-for he has tru ly been thro ughout the fa ther o f the Regiment- J 
say, for Kenya, thank you for your service, your devotion and 
loyalty. Let this fa rewell parade be your proudest and best." 
We then marched fo r the last time with the Colours up Delamere 
Avenue to the Cathedral. 

What can o ne say about the parade itsel f ? Jt was a :fine parade, 
which was right and pro per, but for their impressio ns, let others 
speak. " I enjoyed every moment of the weekend, except when 
emotion got the better of me seeing you all march up Delamere 
Avenue fo r the last t ime. The who le Batta lio n swung away with 
such obvious p ride in itself as if to emphasise what a wasteful 
decisio n had been taken , wasteful in the loss o f a fin e disciplined 
body largely of leaders a t this time in Kenya 's hisoto ry .. . " 

" It was a ll very sad , but nevertheless very uplifting, a nd the 
Regiment went out in a manner befitting its very h igh reputation. 
Well done a nd tha nk you ... " 

The Cathedral 

There is no dou bt tha t the service in All Sa ints Cathedral was the 
focal point of the weekend. During the singing of the first hymn 
the Colour Pa rty formed up quietly a t the back of the Cathedral, 
and when the hymn was over, fo ur pipers struck up the a ir of Auld 
La ng Syne from o utside. The Colour Party slow marched down the 
aisle, to ha lt at the Cha ncel steps. Here the Colours were handed 
over to the Commanding Officer a nd the Second-i n-Command, this 
in itself a n unusua l but significa nt act, em phasising the dual respon­
sibili ty for the Regiment of Regular and Terri to rial. The Colo urs 
were then carried slowly up to the a ltar steps where Col. Dunstan­
Adams stood a lo ne. When the Hono rary Colo nel had taken over the 
Colo urs, he turned a nd faced the alta r, charging the Provost to take 
them into the care of the Cathed ral. The Provost then laid the 
Colours o n the Al tar and said a prayer over them. 

T here ca nnot have been a man o r woman in the congregation 
who was not deeply affected by this ceremony. As if to dri ve away 
this emotio n we sang the hymn "Now tha nk we all our God " as 
powerfully as we could. 
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The Reception 

Immediately after the service, in true Kenya Regiment contrast, 
we a ll streamed back for free lunch and drink. Anyone who had 
ever been in the Regiment was welco me, together with their wives. 
Abo ut 800 packed into a first class Kenya party. Hush was obtained 
fo r a few moments, and the Commandi ng Officer presented the 
Honorary Colonel with a replica of the Silver Buffa lo inscribed to 
" Colonel A. Dunsta n-Ada ms, O.B. E., M.C., T.D., The 'Kenya Regi­
n~ent 1937- 63. From all members, past a nd present" . No o ther 
g1ft would have been appropriate, and a mid cheers and stra ins of 
" For he's a jolly good fell ow" that echoed thro ughout the Drill 
Hall again and again, o ne could see that Col. D unstan-Adams was 
deeply moved and would treasu re it. 

The Rugger 

The match was played on the R . F. U. of East Africa grou nd at 
Ngon~. Road before the Acting Governor, Sir Eric Griffith Jo nes. 
Cond1t1 o ns were ap~alling a nd the match was played in deep mud , 
a nd tho ugh the Reg1ment played hard, and even attacked at times, 
they were o utclassed. Richmond played together as a well-ba lanced 
team and sei.zed their opportunities with lightening speed . We were 
beaten 2 1- nll but were not d isgraced. 

After the match a large crowd of 120 crowded in to the Ca nteen 
with the R ichmond team, a nd the pa rty went o n until 7.30 a. m.; 
bed was a litt le late that night. 

The Kenya Regiment Association 

T~e name of . th~ Regin~en t is to be kept a live by the Kenya 
Reg1ment Assoc1at1o n, wh1ch has been fo rmed with the aims of 
maintai ~ i ng a lin k betwe~n a ll those who have served in the Regiment, 
to help 111 the re-format1on of the Regimen t, and to provide re lief 
to ex-members of the Regiment a nd their dependents. Any members 
of the 6.0th who have been Permanent Staff with the Kenya Regiment 
are ent1tled and enco uraged to join. T hey should a pply (with £ 1 !) 
to the Secretary at Box 22 16, Nairobi. 

Aftermath 

Nothing was then left except packing up a nd postings. All o ur 
territorials were d ischa rged on lst June, the stores disposed of by 
1st J uly, and a ll of the Perma nent Staff sent home by 1st Aug ust. 
All of us who have eve r served with the Regiment regret its passing 
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most deeply. A ll Green Jackets who have never been with the 
Kenya Regiment have missed a cha nce that they would never have 
fo rgotten. 

The Permanent Staff servi ng with the Regiment on its suspension 
were: 

Lt.-Col. Douglas Bright I Green Jackets 

Capt. Christopher Adami 2 G reen Jackets 

Capt. (Q.M.) Ji m Lane 3 Green Jackets 

Capt. Raymond Nelson 2 G reen Jackets 

R.S.M. Dereck Hornblower J G reen Jackets 

R.Q.M.S. Geoff. Arthu rs I Green Jackets 

O.R.Q.M.S. J im Sullivan 2 Green Jackets 

W.O.IJ Lou Fee 2 G reen Jackets 

W.O.JI Stan Solomon 2 Green Jackets 

W.O.Il John M cGrady 3 Green Jackets 

W.O.ll John Selby 3 Green Jackets 

W.O. Il Pete Lawless I Green Jackets 

Sgt. Pete Pope 2 Green Jackets 

Sgt. Bill Ward 2 Green Jackets 
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THE REGIMENTAL DINNER 

The Annual Dinner of the Celer et Audax Clu b was held at thl. 
T rocadero Restaurant on 5th June, Gen. Sir George E rskine, 
Colonel Commandant was in the Chair, and 150 Officers attended. 

The Chai rman read the text of the telegram to Her Majesty, ou r 
Colonel-in-Chief, and her gracious reply. Telegrams of greetings 
on beha lf of those present had been sent to Major-Gen. Sir Hereward 
Wa ke, Major-Gen. L. A. E. Price-Davies, Col. Sir Gi lbert Acla nd­
Troyte, Col. R. H. Woods, Major B. Seymo ur and Capt. L. M. 
St. Aubyn, who were unable to attend the dinner. Severa l replies 
of appreciation had been received. 

Before giving the toast o f the Regiment, the Chairman said he was 
del ighted to welcome ou r guests: Maj or Bowring, 2nd Goorkhas, 
Major Crawford, Sydney University Regiment, our Allied Regiment 
in Austra lia, a nd Major Riley Workma n, 43rd and 52nd, who was 
ta king over command of the Depot from Phil Pardoe, a special 
welcome to him in his new and important post. 

He went on to say that specia l tha nks must be given to Phil for a 
most valuable and successful tour at Winchester and the news ca rds 
on the table showed the a mazing shooting resu lts obtained th is year 
by the Depot at the Aldershot Meeting. Gen. Bobbie gave a special 
mention to two of ou r American Honorary Life Members- George 
Th omson a nd Bill Channing, who attended not as guests but in their 
own right and he said we were always delighted to see them and 
hoped that they would give ou r most sincere good wishes to the 
other American Life Members. 

After em phasisin g the sadness we all felt at the passing of the 
Kenya Regiment he fina lly spoke of the Regi ment itself, and said 
that now that Peter Curtis had handed over to Giles M ills he was 
sure everyone would like him to thank and congratula te Peter on a 
most successful period of command. 

After a recent visit to Colchester he could assure everyone that 
everything was going very well there under the excellent leadership 
of Gi le.s, the spiri t of Ri fleman-like keenness is shown everywhere 
and they are right on their toes. 

The Chairman then gave the toast of " The Regiment". 
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THE REGIMENTAL MUSEUM 

Before starting any account of the Museum for 1963 the sad 
dea th of Mr. Vic Cook who fo r 10 years d id so much as Careta ker 
to foster and main tain the high sta nda rds there, must be mentioned. 
An obitua ry wi ll be found at the end of this Chronicle. 

His loss to the Museum is very great but we are lucky to find a 
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successor in Mr. C. E. Robi nson who was in the Regiment for 24 
years, fi nish ing as a Sergeant in 1952 and therefo re should know, a nd 
be known by, ma ny past members of the Regiment. 

During the past year the Museum of the R oya l United Services 
Institu te had to close down a nd so had to dispose of their la rge 
collection of historical exhibits. 

The collection wh ich we were particularly interested in was that of 
Field Marsha l Sir John Forster Fitzgerald which consisted of his 
Field Marshal's Baton, the G.C.B. and K.C.B. With g reat assis tance 
from his descendant Sir H ugh Fitzgerald Arbuthnot- to whom 
our thanks a re due- we were finally given this collection on Trust. 

Sir John Fitzgerald is one of the Regiment's only two Field 
Marsha l's (Lord Grenfell is the other) a nd com ma nded ou r cele­
brated 5th Battal ion during a nd after the Peninsular Wa r. He was 
fi nally made a Field Marshal at the mature age of 9 1! 

In add ition to the above we got several other very interesting 
items of the early days of the Regi ment. A very nice m iniature of a 
Field Officer in the Regiment of about 1790, the pouch and belt of 
Lt. A. F. Evans of the 5th Bn. worn in the Peninsular War and a 
Silver Fork from the Mess P late of the 5th Bn. of the same period . 

We also got the ice-axe which John Hunt used when leading the 
successful Mt. Everest Expedition of 1953. 

Another collection which has been loaned to us is that of the 
Kenya Regiment who on their disbandment this year asked if we 
could have a few of their historical items in the M useum to form a 
" Kenya Regiment Corner" which we were very glad to do. 

Other items of interest which have been added to ou r Exhibits 
during the past year are: 

l. The Miniatures only (unfortunately the Meda ls themselves 
cannot be found) of Maj-Gen. Hon. E. J. Montagu-Stuart-Wortley. 
There are 18 decora ti ons in the a bove including the C.B., C.M.G., 
M.V .O. a nd D.S.O. and it is the la rgest collection belonging to one 
officer which we hold in the Museum. As we already had the 13 
decora ti ons of his brother Lt.-Gen. Dick Stua rt-Wortley, the two 
brothers collected 31 decorat ions between them-not a bad score. 

2. A turquoise locket a lso belonging to Gen. EddieS. Wortley which 
was presented to him by a n Arab Sheikh as a charm agai nst danger, 
a nd is now abou t 300 years old. He wore this locket in six wars and 
was never wounded so it seems to have done its stufT! 

The medals and locket were presented by his daughter, Lady 
Lora ine. 
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3. Phil Pardoe has presented his father 's (" Doe") fine collection of 
Meda ls. 
4. Other collections of Medals presented include Col. Dick Crichton's 
and Sgt. J. Couch's which includes both the D.C.M. and M.~. With 
Col. Crichton's medals came a very nice silver sta tue tte o f a R1flema n. 

5. F inally Capt. R. W. R. Law (late 60th) very generously prcsent~d 
an extremely nice Water Colour of a Company ~f th e_ 2 1~d ~n . 111 

Ambush during the Kaffi r War of 185 1- 3. Th1s pamt111g IS by 
Orlando Norrie who was pro ba bly the most accurate military painter 
of his day. 

The new Museum which we sho uld be in by the time the Chronicle 
is published sho uld make a fine home fo r o ur exhibits. Those who 
knew the Depot befo re the present a lterations wi ll rem~1~ber the 
very large room which st retched over the whole of the Dmmg Ha ll. 
This room which has a very good block wood floor, has been well 
done up by the contractors with plenty of lighting a nd cent ra l 
heating. The Rifle Brigade have the third nearest the entra nce; we 
have the centre bi t ; a nd the 1st Green Jackets, 43rd a nd 52nd , the 
end furthest from the entra nce and the who le sho uld make a very 
impressive exhibitio n. It is hoped many o ld Riflemen will come and 
see the Museum in its new home. 

108 

1st GREEN J ACKETS, 43rd and 52nd 

Borneo Territories 

In January the Regimen t was moved from its initial o perational 
a rea around Mi ri to North Borneo, where we were deployed over an 
a rea a lmost exactly the size o f Ire land. We had Regimental Head­
quarters at the ca pi tal city of Jesselton, and Rifle Companies, each 
approximately 140 miles away as the crow flies. From Regimenta l 
Headquarters we kept in touch by day a nd nig ht with these detach­
ments over the lo ngest wi reless nets we have ever maintained. Our 
ro le here was to try to catch pirates who raid the coasts o f Bo rneo 
murdering and pl undering, a nd to garrison that pa rt o f North 
Bo rneo nea rest to the l ndonesian Border. However, ' B' Company 
who had rema ined j ust over the Border, in Sarawak, con tinued to 
chase rebels. The Rifle Companies spent the ir days patroll ing, 
coming back to base for a brief rest every now and agai n. 

Return to Penang 

In the second week of March we began to withdraw from the 
Borneo Territories. H owever, the main bod y of the Regiment d id 
not get o ut until the very end of March. The companies were flown 
across to Labuan and there emba rked on H.M.S. Albion, the 
Commando Carrier. 

T he trip back o n the Albion was pure delight. Many of us were 
having a proper bath for the first time since we had got off H. M.S. 
Tiger , nea rly fo ur months befo re; we were eating pro perly-cooked 
food- we were able to enjoy the cool a ir as the Carrier sa iled across 
the South China Sea. Soon we were back in the familia r surround ings, 
reun ited for the first t ime since o ur hurried depa rture that distant 
day, fo u r months befo re, when we mobilised and moved in six hou rs. 

Borneo again 

We departed for ou r second tour in Borneo on the 12th August, 
aga in sai ling o n H. M.S. Albion. After a pleasant trip, during which 
we saw armed hel icopters shooti ng at targets in the sea with their 
rocket , and had the chance to fly in a helicopter off the deck of a 
carrier moving at some 14 knots, we a rrived off Labuan and were 
flown off to o ur va rious destinations. 

Now we are deployed a long the coast of Sarawak and Brunei in 
stra tegic positio ns where we can maintain interna l securi ty and dea l 
with any fut ure threat in this part of the area. 
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This is the most excellent training that o ne could ever devise. 
The Regiment is permanently deployed in a lert positions, wireless 
operators are a lways o n the go and they a re achieving new distances 
and sta ndards which a year ago we did not th ink possible. Everyone 
is getting extremely fit and becoming mo re and more adapted to 
fight ing in the rugged terrain tha t we have out here. 

We expect to be back in Pena ng fo r Christmas and to have o ur 
usual festivities, which we were unable to have last year because we 
were moved so precipitously to Borneo. 
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THE RIFLE BRIGADE LETTER 

Since last writing the R ifle Brigade have spent another happy a nd 
eventful year in Cyprus, from which island they write cheerfully. 

rn May, they went once more to the Western D esert. Th ough 
few of them are old enough to have seen any fighting there, the 
Battalion always enjoys training over the battlefields of Libya and 
Cyrenaica. Thi s time, their headquarters were at Bomba, a nd the 
compan ies were scattered in company ca mps at such fami lia r places 
as M artuba, Mechili , Derna a nd Sidi Saleh. They hit the season of 
dust-sto rms a nd for severa l days enjoyed a ll the doubtful pleasures of 
a typical khamsin. 

The middle of June saw them a ll safely home in Nicosia where life 
moves in a famil iar groove. A first-class dance was held in Larnaca, 
and the local W. R.A. F. were very much in demand, but a good deal 
was happening outside the field of social even ts. 

Weapo n Training seems to have been completed by the end of 
June, and by the l ith July the Battalio n was then fully committed 
to a ll the horrors of a n air portability exercise. The thermometer 
stood at 105° and there appeared to be a marked shortage th roughout 
the exercise of anything which would make life even remotely toler­
able. H owever, as a lways, the Rifleman th rives in this sort of th ing 
and the Battal ion fini shed th is exercise in great shape and won 
golden opinions from General Peter Young (43rd and 52nd) who is 
their local District Commander. 

As many will know, August is very stuffy in Cyprus, a nd most of 
the companies at this time were glad to get up to Troodos for a 
breath of fresh air and a welcome break from the military round. 
There is no doubt the island is as good a place in which to enjoy 
oneself as anywhere, and there a re reports of sai ling races on the 
regimenta l birthday, and a motor rally, in addition to the usual 
celebrations. But it was not to last for long. 

At Christmas, the local population quickly took the opportunity 
which the season offered to ind ulge in thei r favo urite and long 
established sport of taki ng shots a t each other and the Battalion 
have been almost conti nuously on patro l in the various towns in the 
isla nd , and have had one man killed and two wounded- a sad but 
a lmost inevitable conseq uence of thi s type o f duty. 

At the time of going to press there is little news available, as they 
have no time to write, but we can be assu red that they a re, as usual , 
keepi ng their end up under tryi ng c ircumstances. They are no 
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stra ngers to this type of operation and such bits of news which we 
have been able to collect from the press and television, ind icates 
that they are doing a splendid job. 

1 n 1964 they will return to England after many years service 
abroad, and although Felixstowe may not be everyone's idea of a 
home station, no doubt there are worse places, and in any case, we 
shall all enjoy seeing them once again. 

TRIBUTE TO 
SERGEANT -MAJOR LORD of the R.M.A.S. 

Lieut.-Gen. G. C. Gordon-Lennox has passed on the followi ng 
message from Sgt.-Major Lord: 

" 1 would li ke to thank most sincerely all those many many 
officers who have so generously contributed towards the fund which 
has gone so far towards providing my new home and its furnish­
ings. 

" My wife wishes to join me in this message of heartfelt gratitude 
and to wish everyone concerned in this wonderful gift- a ll health 
and happiness in the future. " 
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THE INTERNATIONAL BRICK-THROWING 

CONTEST 

Stroud, Gloucestershire 20th July 1963 

by MAJOR N. J. WARRY, M.C. (ret'd.) 

On a Saturday afternoon in July this year, wh ilst the Past v. 
Presen t were playing their annual cricket match at St. Cross, a more 
unu sual activity was in progress in the Cotswolds ofG ioucestersh ire. 
The annual Brick-Throwing Contest between the Strouds of .England, 
U.S.A., Canada and Australia takes place an nually on the thi rd 
Saturday in July in thei r respecti ve cou ntries. The competition had 
been inaugurated by the Americans in 1961 , and for the first two 
years they had dominated the competi tion and won easily. 

In the spring of this year, Nick Warry, who is now living in 
Gloucestershire, read about the competi ti on and how vital it was for 
America to be beaten this year as three wins in a row meant the 
Championship Cup would stay in the States. After an initial approach 
to the Stroud Show Committee, the "official blessing" was given for 
him to fi nd and train a team of six to represent Stroud in the contest. 
(The fact that he now works for a brewery whose product is said to 
give strength to the drinker, is purely incidental !) 

The fi rst problem was to obtain sufficien t quantities of American 
bricks, which weighing 5 lbs. a re just over 2 lbs. lighter than the 
.English equi valent. Where better co uld a n ex-Royal American 
look than the American Air Force stationed at Fairford, Gloucester­
shire. After being in formed of the problem, Col. Carlton L. Lee, 
the U.S.A.F. Base Commander, kindly arranged for the necessary 
bricks to be flown over from Stroud, Ok lahoma. Thi s was a tre­
mendous help and was a big con tribution towards the team's 
eventual success. During the preliminary rounds it became apparent 
that a trained discus thrower should be able to throw a brick well 
as the tech nique was very simi lar. Fortunately, looking back to the 
Derna days in North Africa, Nick Warry remembered S./Sgt. O'Niell 
th rew the discus well and as he had the necessary residential quali­
fication , he was contacted at R.M.A., Camberley, where he was an 
instructor. Many wi ll remember S./Sgt. O'Niell as a popular P.T. 
instructor a ttached to the Regiment who did such good work for the 
Battalion in Derna under difficult conditions. He read ily agreed to 
tra in and two bricks were sent to hi m by parcel post! 
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By the middle o f June, the team began to take shape and dista nces 
of between 90 ft. a nd I 07 ft. were recorded. We still had a long way 
to go as the Americans, Australians and Canad ia ns th rew distances 
of up to 114 ft. 6 ins. in 1962. However, three newcomers to the 
sport had been found, two of which were discus throwers, a nd the 
fi nal weeks of evening practise took o n a seri ous pattern, with some 
encouraging d istances coming in by post from S.JSgt. O'Niell. 

We a ll hoped for just one day of summer o n the day of the 
co mpetition, with which we were rewarded. Throwing bricks in the 
wet is not easy, as they tend to slip o ut of the hand. 

Major M. J . Warry and M r. (late StaO'/Sgt.) A. O'Neill "ith Cup 

On the day of the competition the best performe rs threw last a nd 
S.JSgt. 0 ' iell was placed before last yea r's winner, who was team 
captai n, and last to throw. 

Three of the first four competitors did q ui te well with throws of 
I 05 ft. and two of I 08 ft. , and so a lot depended on the rather 
unknown qualities of S./Sgt. O'Niell a nd last year's champion, who 
had thrown over 108ft. in 1962. S./Sgt. O 'N iell 's first throw drew 
applause from the crowd, as from where it pitched the o nl ookers 
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could see it beat p revious th rows by at least lO ft. ! The second throw 
drew more gasps of asto nishment from spectators, as it went over a 
section of the crowd, cleared a table umbrella in the members' 
enclosure a nd j ust landed in the throwi ng a rea by the show ring 
exit !! This proved to be his best th row and measured out at I 26ft., 
a world record. No-one wou ld have been more thankful than the 
local insurance broker when S.JSgt. O 'N iell completed his third 
throw; he must have felt that any moment h is compa ny would be 
liable for the £25,000 maximum claim should a brick have landed on 
anyone's head. This was followed by a good throw of 113ft. by the 
team captain. 

These last two throws were thought good eno ugh to win the 
competi t ion and this was duly confirmed by the Show Secretary o n the 
fo llowi ng day when Stro ud , America, had sorted o ut all the distances 
claimed by ca ble by the other three countries. 

So came to end a ra ther unusual challenge which, it is felt, was 
met and successfully dealt wi th in the best regimental t raditio n. F or 
his services in support o f the competition, Nick Warry was una ni­
mously elected Chai rman of the Stroud Brick-Throwing Committee 
for 1964. 

(A photograph o f Major Warry with the Team Trophy a nd S./Sgt. 
O'Niell with his W orld Championship Gold Medal and individual 
Bri tish Championship Cup a re on the facing page to this a rticle.) 
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GREEN JACKET CRICKET 

PLAYED I 4 WoN 2 DRAWN 5 LosT 7 

ln addition, there was no play owing to rain in no less than three 
other matches (L.T. Club, Staff College and Henley), while the Free 
Forester match was reduced to one day and in the match v. J ohannes­
burg XI (The Staggerers) only two overs were bowled. The last 
match bei ng ruined was particu la rly unfortunate as our opponents 
were very keen to play at St. Cross and had, I believe, extended their 
three weeks' tour o f England in o rder to do so. 

From the above it can be seen that neithe r from the number of 
matches won nor from the weather point o f view was I 963 a good 
year. In fact it was o ne o f the worst we have ever had, a nd after our 
very good season in I 962 this was most disappointing. We can't 
even clai m that we nearly won some o f the drawn matches as in fact 
we were nearly beaten in several of them. 

I th in k the main reason of our lack of success this year ca n be 
easily seen from the averages shown a t the end of th is account. Our 
batti ng averages are excellent with 10 people averaging over 30, but 
when o ne looks at the bowling it is distressing to see that the fi rst 
th ree in the averages o nly played in 7 matches between them; tha t the 
best analysis was that of a wicket-keeper; a nd that the analyses of a ll 
the half dozen bowlers who took the most wickets would have been 
high up in the batting averages! 

A suppo rt ing reason fo r the poor results is, I think , that for some 
reason 1963 was a bad year fo r collecting II players even on a 
Saturday. In nearly every match a distracted manager fo und himself 
one or two short when the day a rrived though in most cases he had 
had a full team a short time before. Thus people who seld om played 
had to be dragged in at the last minute thereby weakening the sides. 

If we want to keep our high standing in good Club Cricket, it 
seems we must try a nd develop our bowli ng somehow (not easy) a nd 
the better players must be ready to turn out more often (not so 
di fficult), and not chuck the match at the last minute. 

H aving moralised far too much it wi ll now be necessary (and 
probably a very good thing too) to mention the matches only very 
sho rtly. 

The first match as usual was against Eton at Eton and was a 
rather dull draw. We had little difficulty in mak ing 235 fo r 6 
(Del isle 79 not out, Dunning 64) but, l understand, did not make a 
very generous declaration. At any rate the boys really made no 
effort to get the runs and fi nished at 129 for 5. 
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T~e <?ld Wykeha mist match which foll owed was remarkable for a 
fine mnm~s of 116 by Rob Tilla rd a nd for the fact that we won the 
match : th1s was only achieved by the skin of our teeth as Peter 
~elsh. and lvor Rudge had to get 13 for the last wicket, which they 
?1d w1th no nchalance (222 for 9). The match was a lso remarkable 
111 that we managed to get o ur opponents out! 

This year we managed, chietly through the assistance of John 
Mogg, to get an old fixture against the Sandhurst Jst X I back agai n 
a nd we did not disgrace ourselves, as we declared at the reaso nable 
total of 194 for 8 wi~kets (M ~IIe r 69, Charles Williams 56). Un­
fo rtunately Roger M1ller stramed himself and cou ld o nly bowl 
2 overs; and although Peter Stevens bowled well (3 fo r 46) and we 
got four of them out for 129, the strai n on our remaining bowlers 
was too much and the Cadets won by 4 wickets. 

Two more defeats followed, both at St. Cross. The first was by the 
Gun.ners who won a rather dull match only enlivened from o ur point 
of v1ew by a n e~cellent 71 from Peter Delisle (222 for 9 (Guthrie 
4 for 79). as agamst 188) and the second by the Hampshire Hogs 
who, havmg kept o ur score dow~ to 2 15 ~or 8 (Ho lmes 79, Swann 52), 
go~ the runs for .the loss of 6 w1ckets w1th no t much time to spare. 
Th1s defeat was e1ther made better or worse, I'm not quite sure which 
by t.he fact tha t their first two batsmen who made 49 and 67 wer~ 
Chns Malle~t a~d Chamberl in who is now a lso a Green Jacket. 
Out of the SIX w1ckets which o ur opponents lost, Stuart Symington 
took 3 for 51. 

For s.ome reason the m.atch v . . Harrow Wanderers never really 
ca ~ne ahght. We were a b1t slow 111 making 219 (Chris Mallett 71 , 
M1ke Thompson 51 not out) but our opponents did not seem to 
hurry much and were 204 for 8 when stumps were drawn (Am brose 
3 for 38). 
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Wre actually won the match v. I.Z . a nd fairly easily too. (G..J . 

10r 4 ; Charles Williams 61); l.Z . (89; Pete r Shaw 3 fo r 34). 

The Week 

As re~ards the Club matches in the week, there is really not much 
to be sa1d as the scor es speak for themselves. Neither the Foresters 
nor ourselves (particularly the latter) had good sides and perhaps it 
was lucky t.hat ra in reduced the match to a o ne day one on the 
Tuesday as 1f we had played on the Monday as well we might have 
been beate1~ by lunch time on Tuesday. T he one redeeming feature 
of o ur battmg was Peter Welsh who, going in No. 9 when the score 
was 57, made 7 1 o ut of the next 89 ; this score included one 6 and 
ten 4's a nd was a rea lly stout a nd hard-hitting effort. 
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The less said about the Winchester College match the better ; the 
score speaks for itself unfortunately. 

The Regimental matches were more even and exciting as the scores 
show, but as a ll the matches enta iled declarations, owing to lack o f 
bowling, the results are slightly artific ia l. T he scores of the first 
match are not shown as it was between the 43/ 52 a nd R.B. and was 
won by the fo rmer. 

The best match of the week was undoubtedly the Past v. Present 
o ne on the last Saturday a nd was again won by the Present by 
19 runs. 

As rega rds the socia l side of the week it was on the whole a success 
and after an appalling wet day on the Mo nday, the weather was 
fairly good- though never really warm- for the rest of the week , 
the best day luckily being the last Saturday when a good crowd 
gathered. The party in the M ess at Bushfield on this Saturday was 
well attended, and Major Radcliffe, Mr. Pierce, and the Mess Staff 
again deserve o ur tha nks for their hard work. 

The Post-Week matches were no more successful than the rest. 
.In the first two matches o ur bowlers o n ly managed to take 7 wickets 
for 522 runs! (Household Bde. 237 for 2 and Band of Brothers 
285 for 5). However, o ur batsmen did better and in each case saved 
the match; easily against the Househo ld Bde. (206 for 6) and with 
difficulty v. the B.B. as when stumps were drawn we were 195 for 9. 
In fact when ou r seventh wicket fell we were only 8 1 but then Peter 
Welsh (35)joined Mike Coulman and thi s pair added nearly 100 runs. 
When the last over started Mike wanted 5 for his century a nd he got 
this with two boundaries after a very attractive innings. 

Against the Royal Hampshire Regiment we did not do well and 
were soundly thrashed by 6 wickets. The Eton Rambler match was a 
dull o ne as o ur opponents scored rather slowly a nd we never looked 
like getting the runs in the time available. Rodney Holmes p layed 
right thro ugh our innings for a very good 74 not out. Scores : 
E. Rambler~ 2 16 fo r 6 ; G.J. 156 fo r 8. 

The last match was our very enjoyable annual fixture against the 
Gemini. U nfo rtunately the gro und was practically under water but 
even so we had quite a good game but were just beaten, though not 
disgraced , by 3 wickets. Our score of 171 for 5 wickets (declared) 
was made up a lmost entirely by two good contributio ns fro m Peter 
Delisle (64) and David McCarthy (63) while the latter in his role of 
bowler instead of wicket-keeper took 5 fo r 49. 

In a ra ther disappointing season there were o ne or two bright spots. 
A few of the younger brigade who had not played for the Club before 
d id some sterling work, e.g. Swann a nd Ambrose, while Peter Welsh, 
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with an average of o ver 40 suddenl y blossomed forth as a bat as well 
as a bow_ler. Rodney Holmes a lso had his best season for some 
years wh1le. Charles Williams and Peter Delisle had very good 
averages wh1ch we have come to expect. 
. Finally, 1 know all ou r . cricketers (and spectato rs too) would 

li ke ~-e t~ than_k Mr. Passmg ha m and Mr. Coll ins for the lovely 
cond1t1 o n 111 wh1ch they have again kept the grounds a t St. Cross. 

GREEN JACKETS CLUB 
St Cross 1963 

GREEN JACKETS v. FREE FORESTERS 

1st Innings (FREE FORESTERS) 
R. F etherstonha ugh, I. b. w. Blemings . . . . 
J . R. Russell, c t. Welsh, b. Dunphie 
P. Howard-Dobson , l.b.w. Dunphie 
A. Collyns, run o ut 
P. Close, ct. Warre, b. Welsh .. 
J . Lock, ct. Balls, b. Dunphie .. 
J. Broderick, ct. Dunphie, b. Dunphie 
R. Robinson, ct. Calvert, b. P eppiatt 
R. Jackson, not o ut 
J. Hampto n, not out 

Extras 

Total (for 8 wkts. declared) 

B. Waddy, did not ba t. 

1st Innings (GREEN J ACKETS) 
B. W. Balls, b. Broderick 
G. Carter, ct. Robinson, b. Wad.dy . . . . 
M. Swann, b. Broderick .. 
D . Peppia tt, ct. Russell , b. Waddy 
T. P. Shaw, b. Broderick . . 
Cpl. Blemings, b. Broderick 
M. Calvert, b. Waddy . . 
J. Thompson, run o ut .. 
P. Welsh, ct. Waddy, b. Broderick 
C. Dunphie, b. Broderick 
A . Guthrie, not out 

Extras 

Total 

11 9 

99 
15 
7 

36 
8 

50 
11 
18 

I 
7 

15 

267 

l 
15 
9 
4 
2 
2 

14 
15 
7 1 
0 
1 

13 
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60TH RIFLES v. 43RD AND 52ND 

lst fnnings (43RD AND 52ND) 

H . J. Mogg, ct. Rawlings, b. Rudge 
J. N. Mogg, ct. Rudge, b. Carter 
A. Ambrose, b. Carter .. 
P. Thompson, ct. Rawlings, b. Shaw .. 
A. R. Wynne, not out .. 
D. Peppiatt, not out 

Extras 

Total (for 4 wkts. declared) 

J. Raison, H. Ruck-Keene, R. A. Martin, C. K. Petter 

and J. Shepherd, did not bat. 

1st Innings (60TH RIFLES) 

M. J. Calvert, b. Peppiatt 
M. C. Swann, b. Shepherd 
C. Humphreys, b. Peppiatt 
T. P. Shaw, b. Wynne .. 
G. Carter, b. Wynne 
D. Colvil le, l. b.w. Ambrose 
B./ M. Rawlings, l.b.w. Wynne .. 
P. M. Welsh, not out 
A. S. Drew, not out 

Extras 

Total (for 7 wkts.) . . 

C. J. Bullock and J. Rudge did not bat. 
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10 
95 
69 
17 
17 
14 
13 

235 

8 
10 
11 
27 
53 
10 
0 

67 
35 
16 

237 

T HE GREEN JACKETS v. WINCHESTER COLLEGE 

l st Innings (WI NCHESTER COLLEGE XI) 

G. Kings bury, ct. Dunphie, b. Swann 
Y. C. Awdrey, run out .. 
P. Scott, st. Drew, b. Petter 
N. Craig, ct. Welsh, b. Swann 
S. Awdrey, ct. Peppiatt, b. Welsh 
D. Pillbrow, not out 

Extras 

Total (for 5 wkts. declared) 

R. S. Liberty, M. Maclagan, F. Hibbert, M. Jay, N . Sinker 
did not bat. 

1st Jnnings (GREEN JACKETS) 

C. K. Petter, run out 
A. Drew, ct. Scott, b. Jay 
D. Peppiatt, ct. wkt. , b. Jay 
B. W. Balls, b. Jay 
M . Swann, ct. Scott, b. Liberty 
D. Will iams, b. Liberty 
J. Thompson, b. Jay 
P. M. Welsh, ct. Pillbrow, b. Jay 
C. A. Cu tforth, ct. Awdrey, b. Jay 
f. Rudge, not out 
C. C. Dunphie, ct. Awdrey, b. Liberty 

Extras 

Tota l 
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1 J 
32 
51 
12 
36 
10 

205 

5 
0 
5 

15 
0 
0 
4 

22 
7 
4 
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3 
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60TH RlFLES v. RIFLE BRIGADE 

1st 'Innings (60TH RIFLES) 

E. N. Bramall, ct. Parker-Jervis, b. Dunp hie 
M. C. Swa nn, ct. Carter, b. Guthrie .. 
A. Ambrose, ct. and b. Parker-Jervis 
A. S. Drew, run out 
P. Pardoe, ct. Parker-J ervis, b. Hulbert 
S. J. Symington, b. Parker-Jervis 
P. M. Welsh, ct. and b. Mott-Radclyffe 
Visco unt Eden, not out .. 
B.JM. Rawlings, not out 

Extras 

Total (for 7 wkts. declared) 

M. J. Calvert and W. Prideaux did not bat. 

l st In nings (R IFLE BRIGADE) 

G. R. Carter, ct. Swann, b. Rawlings .. 
M. Scrase-Dickins, b. Prideaux 
J. M. Thompson, b. Eden 
D. Williams, ct. Drew, b. Rawlings 
C. G. Wemyss, ct. Drew, b. Symington 
F. Hughes-Onslow, b. Eden 
C. Mott-Radclyffe, not out 
R. Parker-Jervis, ct. Welsh, b. Symington 
P. Hulbert, ct. Prideaux, b. Bramall 
Dunphie, not out 

Extras 

Total (for 8 wkts.) 

A. Guthrie did not bat. 
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1 1 
50 
50 
54 
8 
8 

18 
I 
8 
6 

214 

42 
7 

70 
15 
3 

10 
25 
7 

23 
2 
6 
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PAST MEMBERS v. PRESENT MEMBERS 

1st In nings (PAST) 

J. R . Holmes, ct. Drew, b. Rawlings .. 
J. R . Ti lla rd, b. Miller 
C. C. Will iams, b. Dunphie 
J. J. Bell , ct. Drew, b. Miller 
M. R. Coulma n, b. Miller 
J. M. Thompson, ct. Drew, b. Miller 
C. B. Hunt, b. Dunphie 
D. J. Hulbert, ct. Balls, b. Dunphie 
P. R. Stevens, b. Bramall 
S. J . Symington, not out 
A. C. Guthrie, run out .. 

Extras 

Total 

1st ] nnings (PRESENT) 

R. S. Miller, ct. Holmes, b. Stevens 
J. N . B. Mogg, b. Hulbert 
G. P. Delisle, ct. Williams, b. Stevens 
C. Rance, b. Hulbert 
A. S. Drew, ct. and b. Guthrie 
T. N. Blake, ct. and b. Hulbert 
B. W. Balls, ct. Hunt, b. Guth rie 
E. N. Bramall , l.b.w. Symington 
R. A. Martin, b. Symington 
B./M. Rawlings, ct. and b. Hulbert 
C. C. Dunphie, not out .. 

Extras 

Total 

123 

1 
11 
62 
0 
2 

15 
14 
8 

12 
21 
0 
7 

153 

9 
13 
9 

20 
31 

I 
18 
16 
3 
2 
5 
7 
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BAITING AVERAGES 

Name Runs Innings Not Highest Average 
out score 

C. C. P. Williams (60th) 221 4 0 62 55.25 
G. P . S. Delisle ( R.B.) 301 8 2 79* 50. 1 
J. N. B. Mogg (43/ 52) 170 4 0 95 47.2 
J. R . R. Holmes ( R.B.) 253 7 I 79 42.2 
P.M. Welsh (60th) 250 8 2 71 41.6 
A. S. G. Drew (60th) 120 4 I 54 40.0 
C. M. Mallett (R.B.) 145 4 0 71 36.2 
A. L. Ambrose (43/52) 179 5 0 69 35.8 
G. R. W. Carter (R.B.) 170 5 0 53 34.0 
J. M.S. T hom pson (R.B.) 235 II 4 70 33.5 
D. R. Peppiatt (43/ 52) 154 8 2 53* 25.6 
M . C. Swa nn (60th) 252 II 1 52 25.2 
J. R. Tilla rd (60th) 139 7 0 11 6 19.9 
R. S. M iller ( R.B.) 98 5 0 69 19.6 
D. A. B. Williams (R.B.) 1 14 6 0 42 19.0 
B. W. Balls (43/52) 54 4 I 20* 18.0 
C. A. Humphreys (60th) 88 5 0 25 17.6 

The following also batted but bad less than four innings on an 
average under 15: B. W. Balls, D. W. R. Bedford, J. l. Bell , J.D. 
Bendit, T . N. S. Blake, E. N. W. Bramall, C. J. Bullock, R. M. J . 
Burr, M. J. Calvert, J. R. Cornell, M . R. Coulman, C. A. Cutforth, 
A. J. N. Dawson, T . M. E. Dawson, M. L. Dunning, C. C. Dunphie, 
Viscount Eden, N. T. A. Fiennes, A. C. Guthrie, F. E. H ughes­
Onslow, D . J . Hulbert, C. B. M. Hunt, T . G. H. Jackson, R. A. 
St. G. Martin, H. J. Mogg, D. R. McCarthy, l. H. McCausland, 
P. S. W. K. Maclure, C. Mott-Radclyffe, P. Pardoe, R. Pa rker­
Jervis, R . A. Pascoe, C. K. B. Petter, W. M. C. P rideaux, A. F. 
Raikes, J. P. Raison, C. H. Rance, B./ M. Rawlings, B. L. Reed, 
H. R. Ruck-Keene, f. Rudge, M. F. H. Scrase-Dickins, T. P. Shaw, 
P. R. Stevens, S. J . Symington, P . G. Thompson, C. G. Wemyss, 
0. R. W. Wynne. 

BOWLING ANALYSES 

Name Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Average 

D. R. McCa rthy (60th) 8 0 49 5 9.8 
J. Shepherd ( 43/52) 33 8 82 6 13.6 
S. J. Symington (60th) 32 7 106 7 15.1 
D. J. Hulbert (R.B.) 26 4 105 5 21.0 
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Name O vers Maidens Runs Wickets Average 

P. R. Stevens (60th) 72 12 229 10 22.9 
R . S. Miller ( R.B.) 41 5 123 5 24.6 
M. C. Swann (60th) 75 II 275 10 27.5 
A. J. N. Dawson (R.B.) 36 6 155 5 31.0 
D. R. Peppiatt (43/ 52) 64 12 250 8 31.2 
C. C. Dunphie (R.B.) 135 22 546 16 34.1 
A. C. Guthrie (R.B.) 99 7 457 13 35.1 
P. M. Welsh (60th) 66 2 357 8 42.1 

The following a lso bowled but took less than 5 wickets: A. L. 
Ambrose, T. S. Bathurst, J. D. Bendit, E. N. W. Bramall, G. R . w. 
Carter, D. F. Colville, C. A. Cutforth T. M. E. Dawson M L 
Dunning, Viscount Eden, C. Mott-Radclyffe, J. H. McC~ usl~nd. 
R. Parker-Jervis, C. K. B. Petter, W. M. C. Prideaux, B. L. Reed: 
I. ~~dge, B.JM. Rawlings, T. P. Shaw, J. M.S. Thompson, C. C. P. 
Wllhams, 0. R. W. Wynne. 
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GREEN JACKETS GOLF MEETING 

Littlestone, 11th/12th May 1963 

The Annual Meeting was held a t Littlestone on 11th a nd 12th May 
1963 and 28 members took part. F o r the second year running the 
sun fa iled to shine and the condi tion of the course itself bore witness 
to the fact that it had been for some time during the a rctic winter 
the only playable one in the whole of Engla nd . Forthe fi rst t ime we 
had a representative contingent from the 1st G reen Jackets, more o r 
less co ntrolled by Pat Patterson , and whom we hope to see in steadil y 
increasing numbers in the future. 

The field was coerced from the tee on Saturday morning to compete 
in Foursomes with card a nd pencil. There was little to catch the eye 
of the fashion correspondent and the wind d idn't help the scoring. 
The winners, with 28 po ints, were Bobby Selway, a rare but welcome 
visitor to Littlestone, and Roger Nixon who keeps a keen eye on the 
course a t Deal where he is now the secreta ry. They were coldly 
pursued by Fredd y Mello r a nd Pat Patterso1> wh~se special_rleading 
as specially co-opted member of the ha nd1capp1ng comm1ttee was 
already beginning to bear fruit. 

The serious business, in the fo rm of the singles round took place 
after lunch. On a windy day, our method of scoring, whereby a 
player adds seven-eighths of hjs handicap at the. end of the ro u1~d to 
the points which he has scored, favours those w1th longer ha ndicaps 
since, in theory at a ny rate, nothing is wasted. This proved t~ be 
true in practice also because Mi ke Calvert m a naged to .total 31 ? o1nts, 
14 of which represented his ha ndicap allowance. Th1s won hun the 
Gurkha Brigade G.S. Kukri, a nd also the Serving Officers' Cup, 
and he pipped Nigel Altha us, who was only. partly consol.ed by 
receiving the T .A. Cup, by one-eighth of a pomt. Lord A~d111g~on 
could claim- a nd did so-that he was robbed by the ha nd1capp111g 
comm ittee who a llotted him a pa ltry ha ndicap of 2 strokes as against 
the less discerning committee ofLittlestone itself who gave him rather 
m ore, but he was a n emphatic winner of the 60th Scratch Cup. 
Adrian Gore took the Rifle Brigade Scratch Cup and the Vetera ns' 
Cup back to his sideboa rd where both must have felt glad to be 
home again after twelve months elsewhere. 

The Littlestone Cup was won by an embarrassingly large margin 
by a Littlestone pai r, D avid Bruce a nd N icho las K imber, but as 
David has welcomed us in m any years as Ca ptain of the Club and as 
Nicholas is the bro ther of the 1962 winner we felt that the cup was 
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being left in safe keeping. Jt was nevertheless wi th regret that we 
parted with our most lucrative sweepstake. The runners-u p were 
Bobby Selway, winning his second fo ursome prize in the form of one 
of the Society's "Pa rkyno" cups, and Dudley Trench who had, with 
the aid of Jimmy Mills, kept order and enforced the customary 
curfew at the Dotm y House Hotel. 

The match-play competitions were re- in troduced after one year in 
abeyance, but on a reduced scale with fo ur qua lifiers from each 
regiment in place of the previous eight. In view of their sma ller 
entry the 1st G reen Jackets a llowed only two qualifiers to ina ugurate 
their section of the m atch-play competitions. Pat P atterson beat 
David Yansittart by a somewhat inj ud icious m argin in view of his 
own membership of the handicapping committee and clearly knew 
more about seaside golf in a wind than he had been earlier prepared 
to admit. By an unfortunate omission his triumph was no t included 
in the list of results subsequently appearing in The Times, bu t the 
o fficer responsible wished it to be recorded that this was quite un­
connected with the fact that the winner did not wea r a dinner jacket 
on the Saturday night. 

For one intoxicating moment on Sunday afternoon there was a 
possibi lity that the joint secreta ries might carry off their respect ive 
match-play trophies. Nigel Althaus appeared to be slightly the better 
placed as he and John W hitfield approached the last green all square, 
while Fergus Hughes-Onslow had the honour on the 19th tee against 
Anthony R aikes. But two almost simulta neous strokes exploded a ny 
chance of a secretarial double event. John Whitfield perpetrated a 
pitch which never left the turf a nd fi nished a mere few inches fro m 
the hole and Fergus Hughes-Onslow d rove extravagantly in to the 
bu nker guardi ng the green, a nd so there were instead two fresh 
nam es to be engraved. Anthony Raikes is pa rticula rly to be con­
gratula ted on winning on his fi rst appearance at Littlestone; it wi ll , 
however, be some time befo re he is a llowed to play off his club 
handicap, a lth ough the committee m ay find it ha rd to prevent him 
from winning often again. 

The An nual Genera l Meeting was the briefest and most har­
mo nious that any member could recall , and Guy Earle's P residency 
was acclaimed. We shall have to have our stop-watches out in 1964 
to see if he can keep it up. That apart, we must a ll hope for m ore 
sun a nd less breeze than we have had at each of the last two Litt le­
stone meetings. 
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RESULTS 

Saturday morning 

Foursomes: Stableford scoring. 

Winners N. C. Selway and R. F. N ixon 28 points 

2nd J . F. C. Mellor and H . P. Patterson 27 " 
3rd Hon. N. G. Bligh and A. F. Raikes 26 " 

Saturday afternoon 

M edal R ound: Stableford scoring. 

Name 

M. J. Calvert 

Handicap 

16 

Points Prize Won 

31 Gurkha Bde. G.S. Kukri 
Serving Officers' Cup 

N . F. Althaus 

Lord Aldington 
A. F . Raikes 

9 
2 
9 
4 

30i T.A. Cup 

A. C. Gore 

29t 60th Scratch Cup 
28i 
28~- R. B. Scratch Cup 

~ Veterans Cup 
L. E. 0. T. Hart 12 281-
J . F . Whitfield 6 28t 
H. P. Patterson 15 28! 
F. E. Hughes-Onslow 8 28 
J. F. C. Mellor 8 28 
D. G. Clive 6 27t 
Ho n. D. 0. Trench 8 27 
M. J . W. Harker 13 26j 
J. R. C. Radclyffe 13 26j 
H. R. James 11 25-§ 
P. A. D. Boden 14 25t 
D . A. N. Va nsittart 10 24i 
R. F. N ixon 10 24i 
H . J . F. M ills 18 24i 
N. C. Selway 4 23! 
A. L. Davies 14 22t 
P. R. Hayter 14 22t 
G . P. Sha kerley 7 n~ 
T . N . S. Blake 10 21i 
P. G. Thompson 18 20i 

W. P. S. Curtis, J . R. R. Holmes, Hon. N. G. Bligh made no 
return . 
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Sunday 

Lifllestone Cup 

Winners N. Kimber and D. Bruce (Littlestone G . C.). 36 

2nd Hon. D. 0 . Trench and N. C. Selway. 28 
3rd J . F. C. Mellor and M. J . W. Harker. 

Match Play Competitions 

(a) R. B. Statuefle 

F. E. H ughes-Onslow } Hughes-Onslow l 
L. E. 0. T . H art 4 and 3 

J A. F. Raikes 
D. G. C live } Raikes 

4 a nd 3 

(b) 60th Rifles Colonel Commandant's Cup 

N. F. Althaus } Althaus 
Lord Aldington 4 and 2 

J. F. Whitfield 
M. J. Calvert 

(c) 43rd and 52nd Cup 

} Whitfield 
2 and I 

Raikes 
at 19th 

~ Wh;tfield 

j I up 

H. P. Patterson beat D . A. N. Vansittart 7 and 5 

GREEN JACKETS GOLF MATC H ES JN 1963 

The Rifle Brigade played the 60th at New Zealand G. C. on 
Saturday 30th March, a nd the 60th gained their revenge for their 
defeat in 1962 by the crushing margin o f 7- 1. 

Other matches resulted as fo llows : 

Date 

23rd March 
7th April 

2 1st Apri l 
14th May 
18/ 19th May 

Opponents 

Bar G. S. 
Jo kers 
Wine Trade G . S. 
Lloyds 
La Moye G. C. 

Course 

New Zeala nd 
New Zealand 
Put borough 
New Zealand 
Jersey 
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Result 

Wo n 6- 2 
Won 5! - 21 
Lost 3-5 
Drawn 4- 4 
Lost 41- 3! 
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Date 

lOth June 
16th June 
27th July 
15th Sept. 
9th Oct. 

17th Oct. 

29th Oct. 
2/3rd Nov. 
lOth Nov. 

Opponents Course Result 

Winchester College North Ha nts. G. C. Won 5- 3 
R.M .A. Sa ndhurst Huntercombe Won 5- 3 
Household Bde. West Hi ll Won 5- 3 
HuntercombeG.C. Huntercombe Lost 2- 6 
Eton College Berkshire Won 3- 1 
Ladies Parlia- Swinley Won 7- 1 

mentary G. S. 
Artists R i ftes 
Rye G. C. 
Staff College 

Won 

8 

Swin ley 
Rye 
Camberley Heath 

Lost 

5 

Drmrn 

RACKETS 

Won 6!-11 
Lost 91-- 181 
Lost 3- 5 

In spite of the fact that we have several usefu l racket players 
amongst our serving officers, we were, for various reasons, unable to 
raise a pair to enter for the Inter-Regimental Doubles. This was 
disappointi ng. 

Michael Dunning entered for the Army Singles Championship 
and was seeded second . This seeding worked out correctly as 
Michael, who had only just returned from training with the Batta lion 
in North Africa and was therefore not in full practice, met the first 
seed N. J. Peto (9/ 12 Lancers) in the fina l, having bea ten T. W. 
Jackson (4/7 D.G.) in the semi-final. 

The fin al was quite a good match fo r having lost the first two ga mes 
fairly easily, Dunning ought to have won the third as he led 13- 6 
but then found Peto's service a bit too good for him. 

It is hoped that the Batta lion wi ll be back in good time from 
British Guiana for at least one pair to enter fo r the Championships 
in 1964. 
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MEMORIAL TO 
COL. SIR JOHN and CAPT. JAMES LEES 

On Sunday 28th Jul y 1963 memories of two generations of 60th 
Rifl emen were revived at the Parish Church of Lytchett Minster. 
ln the prese nce of a large gathering of relatives, friends a nd old 
Riflemen, memorials to both Col. Sir John Lees and his eldest son 
Capt. James Lees were unveiled during a short ceremony conducted 
by the vicar, The Rev. Mortimer. The ceremony was followed by a 
Service which , appropriately for those who so well remembered 
Jack and James Lees, struck a note of proud and happy achievement. 

The Memorials were unveiled by Col. J . Weld and Co l. J. H . P. 
Curtis. The Regiment was represented by Maj.-Gen. H. 0. Curtis. 

The obituary notices of Sir John and Captain James Lees appeared 
in the 1955 a nd 1945 Chronicles respecti vely. 

The Lees •\\cm<,rials in tb.: Cbur.:b of l.ytcbcu ,\ \in~t.:r 
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OBITUARY 

MAJOR-GEN. SIR HEREWARD WAKE, Bart., 
C. B., C.M.G. , D .S.O. 

Died 4th August 1963. Aged 87 years 

In the death of Hereward Wake in his 88th year, his fami ly, his 
Regiment and his many friends have lost a fine leader ~ nd a sta_unch 
friend. H e was born in 1876, and early showed prom1se of bemg a 
good rifleman by shooting for the Eton VIII in 1894. After passin g 
through the R.M.C. Sandhurst he was gazette.d to the 60th Ri~es 
on 17th March 1897. Jo ining the 3rd BattalJon he accompanied 
them to South Africa, landing at Durban on 28th November 1898. 

There was some heavy a nd not always successful fighting in the 
Relief of Ladysmith. Hereward showed initiative and ga llantry in 
creeping under fi re from an isolated Cattle Kraal on Wynne's Hill .to 
get up more ammunition a nd support. H e led up two Compan1es 
of the East Surreys and so freed Dermot Blundell 's Company of our 
3rd Battal ion. 

He served also as A.D.C. to Lord Roberts, the Commander-in­
Chief. He was wounded in the neck, not severely, and received the 
D.S.O. for his services in 1901. After South Africa he devoted him­
self to the study of his profession. He passed through the Staff 
College and later a special course in 1919. c~mp~sed of Navy and 
Army. He endeavoured by all means w1th111 h1s power to warn 
o thers o f the imminence of War with Germany. His efforts, and 
those of many others including those of his o ld Chief, Lord R oberts, 
were of no avail. T he 1st World War broke out on 4th August 19 14 
and Hereward held a variety of Staff Appointments at G. H.Q., 
1st Corps, a nd War Office, until selected as G.S.O.I 6 1 st Division. 
This gave him ample scope for all his energies and helped much to 
improve its efficiency. One instance is typical ~nd , also rather 
amusing. A brother Rifleman, Brig.-Gen. C. Sackv11le West acco l~­
panied Hereward on a reconnaissance of the German Defences 1~1 
detai l befo re an attack. They proceeded with necessary care until 
they arrived, somewhat unexpectedly, at very close quarters wit.h 
the Germ an O utposts. With very great care they reversed the1r 
movements and got safely away. On reaching reasonable security 
"Tit Willow" (Brigade Commander) concerned, with his gentle .lisp 
said, " Hereward , 1 always think that you can see better a httle 
further back" . 

They were always g reat friend s and always sat next to each other 
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at the Regimental Dinner until T it Willow, then Lord Sackville, 
died. Both of these keen and able Riflemen were appoi nted to the 
Supreme War Council (Foch) at Versail les, a nd had ample scope for 
their knowledge a nd imagina tion in planning the fin al victory 
advance in 19 18. ln 19 18, Hereward received the C.M.G. fo r his 
services, having in 1917 been promoted Brevet L ieut. -Colonel. 
He then achieved one of his great ambi tions, to command a battalion 
of the Regiment, when given command of the 4th Battal ion, stationed 
at Quetta in 1920, unti l its disbandment in 1923. Hereward was then 
appointed G.S.O. I Western Comma nd , and this gave him much 
wanted time to see to his own affa irs a t week-ends. He had suc­
ceeded his fa ther in 19 16, and had had li ttle time to live at Colll·teen­
ha ll and look after the considerable esta tes. 

His next appointment was a kindly one, the Commander of the 
162 Brigade, T.A., situated around his home. Opportunities for 
hunting wi th the G rafton were not neglected. From 1929 to 1932 
he commanded the 12th Brigade at Dover ; he took great interest in 
the historic Castle and helped greatly to restore the Constables 
Tower where he lived. Dover m ade him a Freeman of the City on 
his departure in 1932, to show appreciation of his help and inte rest. 

He was prom oted Major-General and given comm and of the 
46 North Midla nd Division, T.A. This again was his local Di vision 
and he was enabled to take some part in local affairs (J.P., D .L.) 
until his retirement from active soldiering. During the 2nd World 
War he commanded the Northamptonshire Home Guard a nd served 
his County as High Sheriff in 1944. 

In 1938 Sir Hereward was a ppointed Colonel Commandant o f the 
1st Battalion , a post fo r which he was admirably suited. During his 
time as Colonel Comma ndant he helped in getti ng sixteen American 
Officers into the Regiment during the last War. Although he 
completed his term as Colonel Command ant in 1946, in 1960 he was 
especially invited to attend a Regimental D inner in New York 
organised by our American Officers. 

He married in 19 12 Margaret Wini fred Benson, daughter of 
Robert Benson of Buckhurst, Sussex. Three sons b lessed their 
ma rriage, the eldest of whom is the present and 14th Ba ronet 
(Toby who was awarded the M.C. when fighting with the Regiment 
in North Africa). There were also three daughters- one was 
tragicall y killed in a P oint-to-Point Race. Hereward and his wife 
" Daisy" celebrated their Golden Wedding in 1962 at Courteenhall, 
with thei r large fami ly and a host of o ld friend s. 

Hereward was a fea rless fighter, full of breeziness and wit, and 
had a splendid li ne of stout-hearted loyal ancestors. He was a first­
rate h orsema n, a nd an excellent shot. He loved h ounds and dogs 
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and they returned his affection. It is to be hoped that by some 
means this splend id type of person with his devotion to family, 
regiment and the soil of England will never die out. 

All members of the Regiment extend their hea rtfelt sympathy to 
his widow and all his fami ly. 

LIEUT.-COL. RICHARD PENNELL, n.s.o. 
Died 13th July 1963. Aged 78 

Dick enlisted in 1905 and later the same year joined the 2nd 
Battalion in India where he remained till he went to the Depot as a 
Corporal in 1911. rn 1913 he rejoined the Battalion as a Sergeant 
and went with them to France in August 19 14. 

After he had recovered from a serious wo und received on the 
Aisne he was made R.S.M. of the 18th Battalion in 1915 and 
commissioned into the same Battal ion the following year. In time, 
having held every officer rank in the Battalion, as well as being 
Adjutant, he gained com mand. 

Whilst temporarily in command of 12th East Surrey Regiment he 
was awarded the D.S.O. To which on returning to the I 8th Battali on 
as Commanding Officer he gained a Ba r two months later. 

For a short time he commanded 122 lnfa ntry Brigade before being 
sent to rtaly in 1917. Returning to France in 191 8 he wa again 
severely wounded. This finished the war for him, in which he had 
received the D .S.O. and Bar and had been mentioned in Despatches 
fou r times. 

After the War he was posted to the 2nd Battalion as a subaltern. 
Serving with them in England and lreland till in 1921 he received 
accelerated promotion into the 52nd Light Tnfantry. But as the 
result of his wounds he never joined and was placed on half-pay till 
he retired in 1927 and was granted the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 

For the next three years he was Resident Secretary of Toe H, 
Mark V, at Southampton where he was also active in setting up 
Talbot H ouse Residential Club for Seafa ring Boys. Jn Jan uary 1933 
he was appointed a Mili ta ry Knight of Windsor where he lived till 
he died. 

His interest in and act ivities on behalf of young people were 
unending. Several mature and now retired officers of the Regiment 
can testify to this from the benefit they received from his advice 
and assistance when newly joined. Many boys off ships at South­
ampton Docks also have good cause to remember him as he saw 
they were safely housed when they came ashore with no home to 
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which to go. Later at Windsor he was the mainspring of the local 
Scout movement, Windsor Youth Club and other organisations. 

Dick was a great Rifleman in every way. Although frequently in 
pain from his old wo unds he never complained. He was most 
punctilious in his attendance at Regimental occasions and hi s small , 
spare figure wil l be sorely missed. He leaves a wife and three sons, 
to whom we express our sincere sympathy. 

LIEUT.-COL. SIR ST. VINCENT TROUBRIDGE, 

Bart, M.B.E. 

Died 16th December 1963. Aged 68 years 

Vincent Troubridge- as he was always called- was born in 1895; 
his father, Sir Thomas, had also served in the 60th. Educated at 
Wellington and Sandhurst, he joined the 3rd Battalion in April 
19 J 5 and was wounded at Ypres. He rejoined the Battalion shortly 
before they embarked fo r Saloni ka and a year later went down with 
malaria. He fini shed the war as a Staff Captain in italy and was 
awarded the M.B.E. and two Italian decorations. He reti red in 1920. 
Early in 1940 he was recalled from the Reserve, and after holding 
various Staff appointments, in 1943 he was posted to Civil Affairs 
(German Section) at S.H.A.E.F. as a Lieut.-Colonel. He was a 
good linguist, speaking German, French and Italian. 

Having always been deeply interested in the Theatre and its history, 
Vincent Troubridge became a recognised authority on the subject. 
One obituary notice in The Times paid tribute not only to his great 
knowledge but also to the "endless trouble" he always took in help­
ing th ose who needed information. Another notice described the 
man y valuable contributions which he made to the revision of the 
Oxford English Dictionary. l n 1952 he was appointed an Examiner of 
Plays in the Lord Chamberlain's Office, a post which he held until 
shortly before his death. Nothing, however, was allowed to blun t 
his sense of humour, and it is difficult to believe that the plays which 
he censored were ever half as funn y as the stories he told while 
plying his blue pencil. Bu t for all his learning and his wit, what his 
fr iends will remember best was his kind heart and his unfailing 
genero ity. 

He married in 1939 Miss Pamela Clough to whom we extend our 
deepest sympathy. 
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LIEUT.-COL. C. K. HOWARD-BURY, o.s.o. 
Died 20th September 1963. Aged 80 years 

C ha rles Kenneth Howard-Bury was the son of the late Capt. 
Kenneth Howa rd-Bury and grandson of the J 6th Earl of Suffolk and 
Berkshi re. H e was born o n 15th August 1883 a nd was educated at 
Eto n a nd Sandhurst. Jn 1904 he was gazetted to the 60th Rifles, 
and while serving with the Regiment in Ind ia, he went o n a number 
of expedi tio ns into Tia nshan and also into Ch inese and Russian 
Turkestan. 

On the o utbreak o f the F irst World Wa r he commanded the 
7th and 9th Battalio ns o f the 60th in Fra nce. He was m enti o ned 
seven times in despatches befo re being taken prisoner in the Ma rch 
retrea t in 19 18. Later the same year he was awarded the D.S.O. 

A year befo re he led the Mount Everest Exped ition he was asked 
to see the Viceroy of India and give him deta ils o f what was desired. 
Thi s was in 1920. Among those who went with him on this recon­
naissance to fi nd the best approach to the Summit of Everest was 
George Leigh-Mallory who tragically lost his life o n the second 
attempt to climb the m ountain in 1924. Howard-Bury had p repared 
a nd carried th ro ugh a most successful programme for the recon­
naissance in 1921, and in the fol lowing year he received the Fou nders 
Medal of the Royal Geographical Society, a nd the gold medal of 
the French Geographical Society and the French Alpine Club. 

He was Conservative M.P. fo r Wolverhampto n ( Bilston Divn.) 
.1922- 24 and Essex (Chelmsfo rd Di vn.) J 926- 3 1. 

LIEUT.-COL. T. TROTTER 
Died l st September 1963. Aged 55 years 

The sudden death of To mmy Trotter came as a great shock to a ll 
his friends both in a nd o ut of the R egiment. 

Educated a t E to n a nd Sandhurst he jo ined the Jst Battali o n in 
lnd ia in 1928. It was the fo llowing year while on a Small Arms 
Course at Pach mari that he had a n encou nte r with a wo unded 
panther which left him with a perma nent injury to hi s right a rm. 
It was typical of Tommy that he never complained of th is injury 
a lthough it often caused him great pain a nd , being a lover of a ll 
spo rts, he must have felt this handica p to a ny sporting activit ies very 
greatly. 

D uring his tou r in l ndia he was A.D.C. to the Governor of Assam 
for two years. He was posted to the D epot from J ndia in J 933 where 
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he remained unti l 1935. It was during th is period in 1935 that he 
ma rried Joan Fisher- Rowe. 

He returned to the I st Battalion in Burma after his tour at the 
Depot where he remained un til 1938 when he was appoi nted 
Adj uta nt a t Eton. He was immensely po pula r with both boys and 
masters here. 

During the war he served in the D esert with the 2nd Batta lio n a nd 
held various Staff Appointments in the Middle East. 

Afte r the war he co mma nded the Moto r Battalio n O.C.T.U. and 
was then appo inted Provost Marshal Sco ttish Command until his 
retirement in 1954. 

A kindly man with a nice quiet sense of hum our, Tommy will be 
sadly missed by a ll his friends and a ll will wish to extend their 
sympathy to his wife a nd son. 

LIEUT.-COL. FRANCIS MARTIN POTTER, 
O.B.E., T.D. , D.L. 

Born 21st October 1887. Died 3rd May 1963. Aged 75 

"Po tts", as he was known to his many friends, will be g reatly 
missed by them. 

H e was born in Edinburgh and proud of his Scottish descent. 
He was educated at the C ity o f Lo ndo n Schoo l, in Germany a nd 
a t the Royal College of Science. 

H is mi litary career sta rted in The Lo ndo n Scottish in 1906, and 
as a Corporal in this Regiment he was o ne of the fi rst Territorials 
to cross the Channel in 1914. Being at that time employed a t the 
Royal Arsena l a t Woolwich, it was not lo ng before he was reca lled 
to work o n the producti o n ofT.N.T. , gaining the M.B.E. in 1918. 

Whi le e mployed by the Gas Light a nd Coke Company a t the ir 
Beckton Products Wo rks, where he spent most of his working life, 
he rejoined the Territorial Army in 1924 as a Lieutenant in the 
Rangers- at tha t time the 12th London Regiment which later 
became a Battalion of the 60th Rifles. He was posted to 'C' Company 
which became his real love until he was a ppointed Co mmanding 
Officer in 1937, being awarded the O.B.E. in 1936 for his services. 

He therefore bo re the brunt of mobi li sation a nd train ing of the 
Batta lion until recalled in J une 1940 to the Gas Light a nd Coke 
Company to undertake technical work of vital national importance. 

Disappointed as he was at this move, he showed the sa me enthu­
siasm and determinatio n in forming a nd commanding the 40th 
County of London Battalion of the H ome Guard, which at one time 
had a strength of over 2,800 men. 

140 

Licut.·Col. Francis Martin Po tter, o D.E. , T .D., D.L. 

A ll through his li fe he was a keen and first-class rifle shot, playing 
a leading pa rt in many winning teams. He supported both his 
Regimental Old Comrades Associa ti ons, and there were few re­
unions that he did not attend in spite of a probable all-night journey 
from his ho me in Stirling and back the next night. His physical 
energy and youthful looks were a n a mazement to al l. He led a very 
full life and entered into the gaiety o f mess di nners a nd g uest nights 
in a whole-hearted manner. 
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He retired from the Gas Light a nd Coke Company in 1945, but 
immediately took up a similar job in Scotland where for a fu rther 
fifteen years he successfully managed and directed the acti vities of 
Scottish Tar Distillers. 

He was fi na lly honoured in 1944 by being made a Deputy Lieuten­
ant of the Co unty of London, shortly after becoming a member of the 
Salters' Compa ny and a Freeman of the City of London. 

He will be remembered by many Rangers for his attachment to 
the Regiment, but particularly for his organ isation for the welfare 
of the many prisoners of war who were captured in Greece and Crete 
in J 941. 

Mrs. Potter, his children and grandchi ldren have the sincere 
sympathy of the Regiment in their loss. 

GEN. MAHARAJ RAJENDRASINHJI 
Many who were in the 3rd Battalion in Mhow in l921 wi ll have 

been sorry to learn of Rajendra's death in the military hospital in 
Bombay on 1st Jan uary, reported in The Times next day. 

Rajendra was the youngest of three nephews of the well known 
cricketer, Prince Ranjitsinhji, who were at Malvern College just 
before the First World War. The writer, who was at Malvern at the 
same time, though not in the same House, remembers him well as a 
very high-spirited, cheerful and friendly boy, who had a great sense 
of humour and was very popular. He never distingu ished himself 
academica lly, but was a very good games player, representing 
Malvern at cricket, football and racquets. When he went to Sand­
hurst, as one of the first Indian cadets, he got his "blue" for each of 
these ga mes. 

On leaving Sandhurst he was commissioned in the Indian Army 
and posted to our 3rd Battalion for his year on the Unattached List. 
He was the first Indian officer we had had and his arrival was awaited 
wi th some misgiving. As might have been expected, he very quickly 
settled down and became extremely popular wi th all ranks. At the 
end of his year he was gazetted to the 2nd Royal Lancers (Gardiner's 
Horse). 

Tn 194 1, when his Regiment went to orth Africa, he was a 
squadron commander. The same year he commanded the rearguard , 
composed of two squadrons of his Regiment, during the withdrawal 
of the 3rd Indian Motor Brigade from Mechi li . The force became 
surrounded and had to fight its way out, which they successfully did. 
For the skill, courage and leadership he had shown, Rajendra 
received a well deserved D.S.O. 
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Later in the war and after it, he held a number of importan t 
appointments, including that of Mi litary Attache in Wash ington. 
Here again he was a great success and was made a member of the 
American Legion of Honou r by President Truman. 

On the retirement in 1953 of Gen. Cariappa, the fi rst Indian 
Commander-in-Chief in India, Rajendra succeeded him. Later that 
yea r he came to England to attend the C. l.G.S.'s ann ual conference 
at Camberley. The present writer had a letter from him, sayi ng that 
he would be giving a cockta il party at the Ind ian Services Clu b 
and wou ld much like to invite as many as possible of his old friends 
from the 3rd Battalion . He went on to give a li st of those whom he 
remembered and it included almost the whole lot. Un fortunately, 
the month was August, when many people were on holiday, but 
those who were able to come to Lond on were de ligh ted to find that 
Rajendra, though he had got rather stout, was his old, friendly, 
cheerful se lf. 

He was a great character and a born leader. Those who knew him 
wi ll mourn his death, but will remember him with real affection and 
take pride in his fine career. 

J.F.H. 

LIEUT.-COL. DAVID McBAIN, o.s.E. 
Died 18th August 1963. Aged 62 years 

The world of band music and that of military music in particular 
su ffered a severe set back on the death of Lieut.-Col. David McBain , 
on ly two years after he had retired as D irector of Music, Kneller 
Hall. He was one of the Army's outstand ing musicians. 

He joine9 the Royal Scots as a Band boy in 1916, and attended the 
Pupi ls' Course at the Royal Military School of Music, Kneller Hall, 
in 1919. He again returned to Kneller Hall for a Student/ Band­
master Course in April 1924 and passed the War Office Examination 
for Bandmastersh ip in April 1926. 

David was appointed Bandmaster to the 2nd Bn. on 8th November 
1927. He was appoi nted to the Royal Artillery Mou nted Band in 
December 1938, and was commissioned as their first Lieutenant, 
Director of Music in August 1947. He was also the last Mounted 
Director of this band. 

In January 1948 he was promoted Captain and became Director 
of Music to the Roya l Horse Guards (The Blues). He was promoted 
to Major on 14th January 1954 and on 20th Jan uary of the same 
year he was promoted Lieut.-Colonel and appointed Di rector of 
Music at the Royal Military School of Music, Knell er Hall , and 
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Lieut.-Col. David McBain, o.n.e. 

remained in this appointment until his retirement on 22nd April 
1961. He was awarded the O.B.E. for his services to Music in June 
1958. 

From the time of his first military appointment in 1927 until his 
retirement in 1961 , he exerted a powerful influence for good in the 
domain of mil itary bands. But dyed-in-the-wool military man th at 
he so proudl y was, he did not confine his interest to this fi eld alone. 
He was an examiner at the Principal Colleges of Music in London 
and was well-known as a brass band adjud icator, having been " in 
the box" at the Daily Herald National Championship Finals at the 
Royal Albert Hall in 1955, and as the genial President of No. l 
Area, .A.B.B. C. 

David was meticulous in his own way of li fe; he set himself a 
high standard of achievement. He expected also a high standa rd 
from others, and his forthright and outspoken criticisms at Kneller 
Hall and on ba nd inspections were well known throughout the 
Army. 

Underneath this somewhat fie rce exterior there showed a warmth 
of humour and friendliness which endeared him to all. Although 
starting from humble beginnings, he not only reached the top of 
his profession with outstanding success, but at the sa me time managed 
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l l to send all his three sons into the Army, all of whom were com­
mi ssioned from the Royal Military College at Sandhurst and are 
still serving. 

His many friends wi ll regret that he was not able to have had 
longer to enjoy his retirement, and the Regiment offers its deep 
sy mpat hy to his widow and fami ly. 

MR. J. V. COOK 

Born in 1902, Vic Cook enlisted on 20th August 1919 and shortly 
after joined the 1st Battalion in India where after a spell in H.Q. 
Coy., he quickly became something of an institution in ' B' Coy. 
A natural cricketer and hockey player he was much in the public 
eye, but it was as arbiter of the Company Cookhouse that his pains­
taki ng care for the Company's " inner man" earned the respect and 
affection of all who served with him. 

Quiet, unassuming, but full of resource, he solved any problem 
from a snap inspection of his demesne to providing hot food at the 
most improbable times. 

Being posted to the Home Establishment, he did some time in the 
2nd Battal ion and during the war was H.Q. Coy. Storeman at 
Chiselden and Strensall. 

He was discharged on 16th July 1947, but did not leave the 
Regiment as for the next year he was a civilian storeman at the Rifle 
Depot, movi ng, beca use of a change in establishment, to R.E. Works 
in Lower Barracks until 1953, when he became attendant and care­
taker of the Regimental Museum. Here he remained until he died 
suddenly on the 14th September 1963. 

Many will remember the care and attention he gave to the Museum, 
especially those who tried to come in in nailed boots onto his polished 
floo rs, and the great interest he took in everything to do with it. 

Vic Cook was a true Ri fleman and like many others, gave long 
and very fa ithful service to the Regiment. He will be remembered 
by all who knew him with humour and affection. 
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MR. H. S. DOBINSON, M.S.M. 

Died 30th April 1963 Aged 78 years 

Harold Sargent Dobinson enlisted in the 2nd Battalion, Royal 
Highland Regiment (Black Watch) on 30th Jan uary 1899. While 
serving with the Black Watch in lndia he held honorary appoint­
ments as bandmaster to the 38th Dogra Regiment and the 53rd Sikh 
Regiment. After a three-year term at the Royal Military School of 
Music (Kneller Hall) he was appointed bandmaster to the 4th 
Battalion, 60th Rifles in India in 1912. When the 4th Batta li on left 
Quetta in the Autumn of 1922 for disbandment Mr. Dobinson was 
tra nsfe rred to the 1st Batta lion at Quetta and he remai ned their 
bandmaster until his reti rement in 1930. One of his most treasured 
possessions was the statuette, a replica of the War Memoria l in the 
Close of Winchester Cathed ral, which was presented to him on his 
retirement by the Officers of the I st Battalion. 

For the yea rs 1920- 1930 he was the seni or band master in Ind ia, 
and on his return home he later joined the Territorial Army and was 
appointed bandmaster to the 9th Battalion, City of London Regi­
ment (Royal Fusiliers), and fina lly reti red from military service in 
March 1943. 

ln 191 I when at Kneller Ha ll he was presented with the first baton 
ever to be awa rded to the best student conductor of the yea r. He 
was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal in the Birthday Honours 
List in 19 19 for hi s service in entertaining the wounded. During this 
period he was attached to the band of the Royal Artillery at Ri pon. 
Harold Dobinso n was a good linguist and an excellent hockey player, 
being Captai n of the Battalion team for a number of years. 

The Regiment extends its deepest sympathy to hi s widow and 
daughter in their sad loss. 
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